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God Can Pray Too, Macie Porter, age 11 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

November 29, 2020 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 

 Gathering Music  

 Greensleeves arr. Kathy Mocklebust 
 

Introit   

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel John Ferguson 

 

 

 

 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle  

Leader:  Now is the time to awaken! 

People:  The night is far gone and the day is at hand! 

Leader:  Let us lay aside the works of darkness… 

People:  and put on the armor of light. 

Leader:  Sing praises to the Light of the world! 

People:  We worship the One who is, who was, and who is to come. 



Hymn No. 211 (Stanzas 1, 2, 6, 7)  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

   and ransom captive Israel 

   that mourns in lonely exile here  

   until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high,  

   and order all things far and nigh; 

   to us the path of knowledge show  

   and cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

   our spirits by thy justice here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

   and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, Desire of nations bind 

   All peoples in one heart and mind. 

From dust thou brought us forth to life; 

  Deliver us from earthly strife. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel 
 

 Welcome  
 

 The Creed No. 881 Apostles’ Creed 
 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1-9 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 Sermon  
 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Anthem  

O Come, O Come arr. Everett Jay Hilty 
O come, O come Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, 

O Israel! 
 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, 

O Israel! 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

And order all things far and nigh; 

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, 

O Israel! 
 

 Prayers of the People  
 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

Mission Moment & Gift Blessing  
 

 Closing Hymn  

King of Heaven Paul Baloche and Jason Ingram 

Jesus let Your kingdom come here 

Let Your will be done here in us 

Jesus there is no one greater 

You alone are Savior show the world Your love 

 

 



King of heaven come down 

King of heaven come now 

Let Your glory reign shining like the day 

King of heaven come 

King of heaven rise up 

Who can stand against us 

You are strong to save in Your mighty name 

King of heaven come 
 

We are children of Your mercy 

Rescued for Your glory 

We cry Jesus set our hearts towards You 

That ev'ry eye would see You lifted high 
 

Chorus 
 

King of heaven come 

King of heaven come 

King of heaven come 

Oh King of heaven come 
 

Chorus 
 

 Benediction  
 

 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 

 Closing Voluntary   
 Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella Keith Chapman 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 
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Welcome to 

Myers Park United Methodist Church 

Welcome! We are thankful you are here worshiping with us. We invite you to 

register your attendance with us today: 

https://form.jotform.com/201695904497164 

Thank you for your ongoing offerings to our church Operating Fund during this 

season of shifting connections. Your faithful commitment enables us to remain 

connected in new and creative ways during a time where we are physically apart. 

Make your offering today at www.myersparkumc.org/give or by mail to 1501 

Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. Questions about giving opportunities? Contact 

Jamie Yearwood, Director of Development, at jyearwood@mpumc.org or 704-

295-4808. 

Children's Worship Bingo: We're excited to introduce Children's Worship Bingo! 

Look for a link to the bingo card along with the worship bulletin and download and 

print the card or open it on a mobile device. Your children can then listen for 

words throughout the worship service and check them off on their bingo card. 

2020 Advent and Christmas Devotional Booklet: Our ninth annual booklet is 

available as a digital edition on our website. If you are interested in a printed copy, 

please email Katharine Willis at kwillis@mpumc.org. 

Youth Christmas Tree Sale, pre-sale now-November 30: We are selling trees, 

wreaths and garland, and we need your help getting the word out! Tree lot dates 

are December 3-5. Order online here or mail your order form and check to the 

church (keep until Dec. 5th, Social Media) 

Conversation with Amy-Jill Levine: Wednesday, December 2, Live at 11:00 a.m. 

or 8:00 p.m. and viewable later, Join us as Dr. Howell leads a discussion with 

author Amy-Jill Levine on the Mystery of Advent. Participate on Zoom at 11:00 

a.m. or observe on Facebook Live at 11:00 and 8:00. 

Midday Music - Live from MPUMC! December 2, 12:00 p.m.: Don’t miss the 

last program of the year!  Join Evan Currie, Brian Winegardner and MPUMC staff 

for a festive program of Christmas music.  It will surely get you in the mood for 

the holiday season. Click here to view live or watch past programs. 

 

 

https://form.jotform.com/201695904497164
http://www.myersparkumc.org/give
mailto:jyearwood@mpumc.org
https://www.myersparkumc.org/sunday-mornings/
https://www.myersparkumc.org/find-community/childrens-ministry/
mailto:kwillis@mpumc.org
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/Registrations/Registrants/4a71f446-1353-43ea-b91f-ac5300fd4679?congregantView=True
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8428180541
https://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
https://livestream.com/mpumc/middaymusic


Advent Prayer Service, Wednesdays in December, 5:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m., 

Sanctuary: Join us live and in-person for brief services of scripture, music and 

prayer during this holy season. All COVID-19 precautions will be observed at all 

times, including proper distancing and mask wearing. Child care will not be 

available for these services. 

Children's Zoom Time with James, December 3, 4:00 p.m.: Kindergarten-5th 

graders and their families are invited once again to spend time with Dr. Howell for 

conversation and prayer. Join the Zoom meeting. Meeting ID: 911 564 8822; 

Passcode: 1501. For more information, email Amy Jo Alspaugh at 

amyjo@mpumc.org. 

Dough Holy Night, December 4-6: This deliciously fun and interactive experience 

is designed for your family to do at home. Together you’ll bake a batch of 

Christmas cookies and, along the way, hear the story of the very first Christmas. 

Best of all, there’s a step-by-step video that walks you through the entire 

experience. It’s so simple! Register here to receive the access code and 

instructions. Access will be available December 4-6 only. For more information, 

contact Amy Jo Alspaugh at amyjo@mpumc.org. 

Service of Hope and Consolation, December 7, 6:30 p.m.: Join us via Livestream 

for this annual service for all who seek solace and hope from our many losses this 

past year.   

Poinsettias, now-December 11: Purchase a poinsettia to decorate the church in 

honor or memory of a loved one. Poinsettias are $15 each. Order online or mail a 

check and the name of the person(s) you are honoring/remembering to the church. 

Dedications will be shared in the Christmas Eve worship bulletin. 

Wreaths, now-December 11: Purchase a wreath to decorate the church in honor 

or memory of a loved one. Wreaths are $30 each. Order online or mail a check 

and the name of the person(s) you are honoring/remembering to the church. 

Dedications will be shared in the Christmas Eve worship bulletin 

Music Ministry Christmas Concert, December 6, 4:00 p.m.: Join us virtually for 

Myers Park UMC’s Annual Christmas Concert! This year will be a compilation of 

past concert recordings, hosted by James Howell and Evan Currie. Click here to 

watch live or enjoy as often as you’d like. 

Advent Prayer Wall: We invite you to come tie a ribbon (provided) to our 

outdoor prayer wall by the sanctuary. Even though we cannot worship together, we 

can lift up our prayers together in this season.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9115648822?pwd=ZEZON2xYRGNQdm93WGxOTTl6OGx3UT09
mailto:amyjo@mpumc.org
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NThmMTJjMGMtYjA2Yi00Yjg4LThjZWQtYWM3YjAxNjZmNWRm
mailto:amyjo@mpumc.org
https://livestream.com/accounts/13442168/events/99388382
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/Registrations/Info/c243c77d-405f-406c-a099-ac70016f7b4c
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/Registrations/Info/c243c77d-405f-406c-a099-ac70016f7b4c
http://www.livestream.com/mpumc


Medicare D Open Enrollment, now through December 7: Due to pandemic 

precautions this year, we are unable to hold in-person counseling sessions this 

year. Instead, we have recorded a helpful information session with two Seniors' 

Health Insurance Information Program counselors. Please view this important 

Medicare D information at this link: https://youtu.be/MV1mctykCA8. Questions? 

Contact Parish Nurse Lauren Smith at lsmith@mpumc.org or 704-295-4836. 

Advent Small Groups, now through December 17, various days and times on 

Zoom: Plan now to join the clergy as they lead groups through a study on “Light of 

the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent.” Author Amy-Jill Levine explores the 

biblical texts surrounding the story of the birth of Jesus. Schedule and details at 

www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups 

Sign Up for a Family Love Feast Kit: We hope you’ll join us via Livestream for 

Youth Ministries’ annual Love Feast on December 20 at 6:15 p.m. We’re excited 

to offer Love Feast kits for your family to use during the service. Each kit includes 

fresh Moravian buns, spice tea mix, napkins and love feast candles. Kits will be 

available for pickup on Friday, December 18 or Saturday, December 19. Please 

order only one kit for your family. Sign up here while supplies last.  

Christmas Crawl, December 19, 3:00-5:00 p.m. and 6:00-8:00 p.m. Join us as 

we walk through the church neighborhood singing Christmas songs together! 

Mark your calendars and plan on being Merry, Masked, and Moving for this first-

ever Christmas celebration. Watch for registration information coming soon. 

Angel Tree, now through December 20: Prison Fellowship Ministry Angel Tree™ 

program returns this year in a virtual format. The program this year will provide a 

gift card to a child who has an incarcerated parent or caregiver. To see a list of 

children to support, visit the Angel Tree site. The access code you will need to 

enter is: T7I5J. After entering the code, you will see virtual tags with the names of 

children assigned to your church. Just browse through the tags, select the child(ren) 

you want to sponsor, and click checkout. If you have any questions, please contact 

Doug Caldwell at dougcaldwell@bellsouth.net. 

Mindful Mondays on Zoom December 21, 10:30 a.m.: Offered by Rev. Bill Roth 

and Parish Nurse Lauren Smith. Learn to embody the present moment with 

compassionate awareness. Open to first-timers or those who wish to renew their 

mindful practice. Register in Realm or with Carmen Rivera at 

crivera@mpumc.org. 

Middle School Virtual Game Night, Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.: Please 

have a computer and your phone to play. Zoom links are at www.mpumcyouth.org. 

https://youtu.be/MV1mctykCA8
http://www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YmY0MDMxMjUtZWExOC00NWU3LTgyZWQtYWM2ZTAxMWJiODk2
https://vat.angeltreetool.org/759ee6a2-210a-48db-94c2-5aa03986ed84
mailto:dougcaldwell@bellsouth.net
mailto:crivera@mpumc.org
http://www.mpumcyouth.org/
http://www.mpumcyouth.org/


Alternative Gift Market Coming Soon, December 1-25: The Alternative Gift 

Market will be back this year with a different format but the same intent: honoring 

friends and families with gifts that support our community partners and neighbors 

around the world. Stay tuned for more details. 

Yoga + Prayer on Zoom, Mondays and Thursdays, 12:00 p.m. and Thursdays, 

8:00 p.m. Please email Meredith Starling at starlinm@bellsouth.net to be added to 

the email list for the link to the meeting. 

Check Out Our Podcast: Beyond Baptism: Wisdom, Encouragement and Hope 

for Parents, created by Children’s Ministries and Youth Ministries, is intended for 

parents and adults invested in the young people of our church. Recent episodes 

include Youth Ministries’ “Jesus and Justice” and Children’s Ministries “A Sacred 

Conversation with Reverend Dr. Leanne Hadley.” Access all episodes here. 

Subscribe, rate, and review today! 

You Can Still Make a Cardboard Cutout: The clergy were so excited to see 

your (cardboard) faces in the sanctuary that we've re-opened the signup to 

participate! Add your cardboard self to our pews! Sign up here. Questions? Email 

Leslie Lowery at llowery@mpumc.org. 

Embracing Generosity Through Intentional Giving 2021: Be on the lookout for 

information about our church’s 2021 stewardship campaign in your mailbox. We 

invite you to prayerfully consider your intentional commitment to our church 

operating fund and mission and outreach fund (formerly Jubilee Plus!) for the 

upcoming year. Pledge cards can be returned via mail to 1501 Queens Road, 

Charlotte NC 28207 or online at www.mypersparkumc.org/give. 

 

 

 
 

Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregivers to provide confidential, 

Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. To learn more about this powerful ministry, 

contact Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:starlinm@bellsouth.net
https://podfollow.com/1492140139
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e4faeab2da4f49-cardboard
mailto:llowery@mpumc.org
http://www.mypersparkumc.org/give


 

 

 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 

james@mpumc.org 704-376-8584 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Pastor of Missions & Community Engagement 

nathan@mpumc.org 704-295-4816 

Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, Pastor for Emerging Ministries 

tbarefoot@mpumc.org 704-295-4803  

Rev. Jessica Dayson, Pastor for Young Adults & Lay Involvement 

jdayson@mpumc.org 704-295-4813  

Rev. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship 

ukim@mpumc.org 704-295-4840  

Rev. Bill Roth, Pastor of Congregational Care 

broth@mpumc.org 704-295-4835  

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 

nwatson@mpumc.org 704-295-4823  

 

 

 

TALK WITH A PASTOR 

A pastor on staff stands ready to respond to your question or concern. 

Those needing immediate pastoral help should call 

704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 

 

 


