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The Mystery of Grace, Claire Cole 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

September 27, 2020 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 

 Gathering Music  

 The Water is Wide Brant Adams 
 

Welcome   

 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 

 Joyful, joyful, we adore You, God of glory, Lord of love; 

   hearts unfold like flow'rs before You, op'ning to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

   giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 
 

 Reception of New Members  
 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism  
 



 Call to Worship  
 

Hymn No. 365  

Grace Greater than Our Sin MOODY 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 

   grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt, 

   yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 

   there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 
 

Refrain: 

Grace, grace, God's grace, 

   grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

   grace, grace, God's grace, 

   grace that is greater than all our sin. 
 

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 

   threaten the soul with infinite loss; 

   grace that is greater; yes grace untold, 

   points to the refuge, the mighty cross. [Refrain} 
 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide, 

   what can avail to wash it away! 

Look! there is flowing a crimson tide; 

   whiter than snow you may be today. [Refrain] 
 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 

   freely bestowed on all who believe; 

   you that are longing to see his face, 

   will you this moment his grace receive? [Refrain] 
 

 The Creed No. 881 Apostles’ Creed 
 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 The Epistle Reading Ephesians 2:1-10 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 Sermon  
 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Anthem  

Grace Mark Hayes 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me; 

I once was lost, but now am found; I once was blind, but now I see. 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and that same grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear the hour when I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already safely come; 

this grace hath brought me safe thus far, and surely grace will lead me home. 

I shall go home. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the glorious sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than since the day we first begun. 
 

 Prayers of the People  
 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Mission Moment  
 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn  

It Is Well Kristene DiMarco and Philip Paul Bliss 

Grander earth has quaked before, 

   move by the sound of His voice. 

Seas that are shaken and stirred 

   can be calmed and broken for my regard. 
 

Through it all, through it all my eyes are on You. 

Through it all, through it all it is well. 

Through it all, through it all my eyes are on You. 

and it is well, it is well. 

 

So let go my soul and trust in Him. 

The waves and wind still know his name. 

So let go my soul and trust in Him. 

The waves and wind still know his name. 

The waves and wind still know his name. 

It is well with my soul. 
 

 Benediction  
 



 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 

 Closing Voluntary   

 Concerto del Signor Tomaso Albinoni in F Major J. G. Walther 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Jessica Dayson, Pastor for Young Adults and Lay Involvement 

Rev. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship 

Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, Pastor for Emerging Ministries 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Don Washington 

Reedy Foster 

Patrick, Lindsay, John, Addison, and Caroline Gildea 
 

LAY READERS 

Warren Holshouser 
 

MUSICIANS 
Evan Wesley Currie, Music Associate and Organist 

Dr. Jennifer Hough, Church in the Round Music Director 

Zachary Tarlton, Church in the Round Music Associate 

Church in the Round Worship Leaders 

Small ensemble 

Robert Moody, cello 
 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER 

Jenna Jones (9:45) 

 



Welcome to 

Myers Park United Methodist Church 
Welcome! We are thankful you are here worshiping with us. We invite you to 

register your attendance with us today: 

https://form.jotform.com/201695904497164 
 

Thank you for your ongoing offerings to our church Operating Fund during this 

season of shifting connections. Your faithful commitment enables us to remain 

connected in new and creative ways during a time when we are physically apart. 

Make your offering today at www.myersparkumc.org/give or by mail to 1501 

Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. Questions about giving opportunities? Contact 

Jamie Yearwood, Director of Development, at jyearwood@mpumc.org or 704-

295-4808. 
 

Baptisms: Receiving the sacrament of Holy Baptism on September 19 were Nylah 

Antoinette Chipman, daughter of Nancy and Joseph Chipman; Nell Hodges 

Palmer, daughter of Allie and William Palmer; Amelia Rosemary Salazar, 

daughter of Sarah Miller and Pedro Salazar; Mara Camellia Blackwell, daughter 

of Allison and James Blackwell; Isla Gwin Conger Cox, daughter of Ashley and 

Dalton Cox; Madeline Estelle Maciag, daughter of Meghan and Stephen Maciag. 

Receiving the sacrament of Holy Baptism on September 20 were Emma Hilton 

Bumgarner, daughter of Catherine and Miles Bumgarner; George McKnight 

Flynn, son of Ashley and Matt Flynn; Charlotte Grace Hight, daughter of Kelsey 

and Daniel Hight; Kennedy Rose McTish, daughter of Caroline and Adam McTish; 

Rosemary Catherine Foster, daughter of Reedy and Blair Foster; Palmer Olivia 

Gunst, daughter of Hallie and Robert Gunst; Rylee Evan Martin, daughter of 

Michelle Morgan and Jim Martin; Miller McAllister Prendergast, son of Bailey 

and Matt Prendergast 

Communion at Home: World Communion Sunday is October 4. To help you and 

your family prepare for this sacrament at home, Children’s Ministries has created a 

Communion at Home Guide. And, if you'd like to make your own Communion 

bread, we've found - and personally tested - an easy-to-bake bread recipe: Bread in 

a Bag. We'd love for you to share pictures of your bread and/or Communion table 

at home. Email them to Betsy Scott. 

Bible Study with Jean Graham Ford, September 30, 11:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 

and viewable later: Join Dr. Howell for this week's Wednesday Bible study. He 

will be in conversation with Jean Graham Ford. Watch on Facebook live or via 

livestream at livestream.com/mpumc/biblestudy. 

https://form.jotform.com/201695904497164
http://www.myersparkumc.org/give
mailto:jyearwood@mpumc.org
https://www.myersparkumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Communion-At-Home-Guide.pdf
https://www.myersparkumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Bread-in-a-Bag-recipe.pdf
https://www.myersparkumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Bread-in-a-Bag-recipe.pdf
mailto:bscott@mpumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://livestream.com/mpumc/biblestudy


Midday Music - Live from MPUMC! Wednesday, September 30, 12:00 p.m.: 

Join Evan Currie and your own MPUMC Music Ministry staff for live music! 

Click here to view the live concert or to watch previous Midday Music concerts.  

Pandemic Resiliency: Coping with Loss and Grief, September 29, 1:00 p.m., 

Zoom: Join Parish Nurse Lauren Smith and Rev. Bill Roth as they discuss wellness 

and resiliency in the midst of our current pandemic. The video will be available for 

later viewing as well. Register in Realm or email Carmen Rivera at 

crivera@mpumc.org. 

In-Person “King”dom Pops Event, Sunday, October 4, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.: 

Join us for some King pops, prayers and fellowship. Pick up your popsicle in our 

drive-thru or come hangout with us for one of our 30 minute slots! If you sign up 

to hangout, bring a mask, a chair, and your In-Person Gathering Covent. Please 

sign up HERE! 

Embracing Mystery: Building Spiritual Resilience, October 5 and 6, 8:30 a.m.-

4:30 p.m., Zoom: You are invited to this virtual retreat, facilitated by Doug Warner 

and sponsored by the Labyrinth Ministry. We will explore how we can embrace 

the mysteries around us and in us, especially in these challenging and uncertain 

times, while building spiritual resiliency as we continue to journey together. The 

cost of $40 benefits UMAR and the South Tryon Prayer Garden. Scholarship 

assistance is available; email Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot. Register online or email 

Christine Mull for registration assistance. 

Get Your Flu Vaccine, October 5 and 6, 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.: Walgreens will host 

our annual fall flu clinic outdoors. Vaccines are available for ages 10 and up. Some 

insurance plans are accepted. Email Carmen Rivera at crivera@mpumc.org to 

make an appointment. Questions? Contact Parish Nurse Lauren Smith at 

lsmith@mpumc.org. 

Mindful Mondays on Zoom, October 19, November 16, and December 2, 10:30 

a.m.: Offered by Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Lauren Smith. Learn to embody 

the present moment with compassionate awareness and discover the emotional, 

physical and spiritual meditative practices. Open to first-timers or those who wish 

to renew their mindful practice. Register in Realm or with Carmen Rivera at 

crivera@mpumc.org. 

Walk the Labyrinth, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Francis 

Chapel: The Labyrinth is open for socially distanced walking and prayer. Click 

here to make your 30-minute reservation. 

 

https://livestream.com/mpumc/middaymusic
file:///C:/Users/KWillis/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YF19T7BK/crivera@mpumc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A044DA8AF22A57-kingdom
mailto:tbarefoot@mpumc.org
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MWUyYTdlZWQtNTY2NC00NDIyLTgyODgtYWMyYTAxMGQ2NTk0
mailto:cmull@mpumc.org
file:///C:/Users/KWillis/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YF19T7BK/crivera@mpumc.org
file:///C:/Users/KWillis/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YF19T7BK/lsmith@mpumc.org
file:///C:/Users/KWillis/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YF19T7BK/crivera@mpumc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a49a9a729a20-your
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a49a9a729a20-your
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a49a9a729a20-your


Children’s Ministries’ Bedtime Stories, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., 

Facebook: Families, put on your PJs, go to our Facebook page, and snuggle up for 

Bedtime Stories read to you by fellow MPUMC families! What a fun way to end 

the day: seeing your church friends share a story from their home to yours. Does 

your family want to read a story? Sign up here! Questions? Email Amy Jo 

Alspaugh at amyjo@mpumc.org. 

Yoga, Sundays, 7:45 a.m.-8:30 a.m.: Join yoga instructor Meredith Starling for 

Sunrise Yoga. Weather permitting, the group will gather outside the sanctuary on 

the lawn. Please wear a mask and bring your own mat. We will ensure each 

participant is safely distanced. This yoga class is intended for all skill levels. Email 

Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot at tbarefoot@mpumc.org if you have any questions. 

Fall Small Groups Continue Online, various days and times on Zoom: As we 

focus on “Embracing Mystery,” we offer a series of small group studies for the 

fall. Book studies on titles by Richard Rohr and N.T. Wright are on the schedule 

along with groups engaging in anti-racism. Groups will be online at various times 

of the week and led by our clergy. Descriptions, schedules and Zoom instructions 

are on our website at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.  

Grief Support Group: The Mystery of God’s Presence With Us, November 2, 

9, 16, and 23, 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.: Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Lauren Smith 

lead a virtual workshop designed to assist and support those grieving a loss. This 

will be a time of sharing our individual journeys and coming to a deeper 

understanding of the grief process. Register in Realm or email Carmen Rivera at 

crivera@mpumc.org. 

Young Professional Women’s Online Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m., 

Zoom: All women in their 20s and 30s are welcome to log on! For more 

information, email Caitlin Stanley at pattoncr2@gmail.com. 

Cardboard Cutouts for Worship: We miss seeing your faces in our sanctuary! 

So we are looking for individuals and families of ALL AGES to make cardboard 

cutouts of themselves to fill our pews on Sunday mornings. You can use a photo 

or, if you're feeling artsy, draw the best version of yourself. Please use a piece of 

poster board and make it as close to life-sized as you can. We need only your head 

and torso. Sign up here to let us know you're participating and make sure you 

select the number of cut-outs you will make. Drop off your cardboard cutouts in 

the Children's Ministries bin under the portico no later than October 15. We can't 

wait to "see" you!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/MPUMCChildren
http://www.facebook.com/MPUMCChildren
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dabaa2aa6fec25-bedtime
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dabaa2aa6fec25-bedtime
mailto:amyjo@mpumc.org
mailto:tbarefoot@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups
http://www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups
mailto:crivera@mpumc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81886258513
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81886258513
mailto:pattoncr2@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e4faeab2da4f49-cardboard


 
 

Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregivers to provide confidential, 

Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. To learn more about this powerful ministry, 

contact Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 

 

 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 

james@mpumc.org 704-376-8584 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Pastor of Missions & Community Engagement 

nathan@mpumc.org 704-295-4816 

Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, Pastor for Emerging Ministries 

tbarefoot@mpumc.org 704-295-4803  

Rev. Jessica Dayson, Pastor for Young Adults & Lay Involvement 

jdayson@mpumc.org 704-295-4813  

Rev. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship 

ukim@mpumc.org 704-295-4840  

Rev. Bill Roth, Pastor of Congregational Care 

broth@mpumc.org 704-295-4835  

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 

nwatson@mpumc.org 704-295-4823  

 

 

 

TALK WITH A PASTOR 

A pastor on staff stands ready to respond to your question or concern. 

Those needing immediate pastoral help should call 

704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 

 

 


