
MPUMC Small Group for June/July/August (2020) 
Discussion/Sharing Guide 

 
Weeks Lectionary Scriptures 

(Sermon Text in 
Bold/Underline) 

Observations and Questions 

June 7 • Genesis 1:1-2:4 
• Psalm 8 
• 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
• Matthew 28:16-20 

-In Genesis Ch.1 v.26, God says “Let us make humankind in our image…”.  How does 
this “image” of God in all people influence how we view people whom we deem to be 
“bad” … criminals, thieves, murderers, etc. 
-In Ch.2 v.3, God “blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested.”  
Do we take the seventh day of rest seriously in our lives?  Why or why not?  Why is 
Sabbath important and how can we honor the sabbath in our lives and in our world? 

June 14 • Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) 
• Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
• Romans 5:1-8 
• Matthew 9:35-10:23 

-We see Abraham as the one who displays radical hospitality.  How do you express 
hospitality in your life?  How can we be more hospitable in the life of our church? 
-God takes the impossible and makes it possible (ex. Sarah’s pregnancy).  Share stories 
of God who provides hope for the hopeless.  When did God make the impossible 
possible for you? 

June 21 • Genesis 21:8-21 
• Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
• Romans 6:1-11 
• Matthew 10:24-39 

-Our God is the one who stands with the vulnerable and the abandoned.  Who (what 
groups of people) represents the abandoned in our world?  And how might we become 
God’s voice and hope for those in the margins? 
-In times of despair, God points us toward the “well of water.”  What’s the “well of 
water” for you in times of trials and tribulations? 

June 28 • Genesis 22:1-14 
• Psalm 13 
• Romans 6:12-23 
• Matthew 10:40-42 

-How in the world can we make sense of God’s test of Abraham and the sacrifice of 
Isaac?  Is this story applicable to your own story?  How? 
-Shares times of “testing” in your own lives.  What happened and what decisions did you 
ultimately make? 
-Genesis 22:14…So Abraham called the place “The Lord will provide.”  How has God 
provided for you in times of your needs (or did God provide for you)? 



Weeks Lectionary Scriptures 
(Sermon Text in 
Bold/Underline) 

Observations and Questions 

July 5 • Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 
58-67 

• Psalm 45:10-17 
• Romans 7:15-25 
• Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

-v.25: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent …”.  What has God hidden to those who are 
“wise and intelligent” in our world? 
-Jesus says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens.”  In 
what ways can you (and the church) be the hands/feet of Jesus that allows the weary to 
come to you (and the church) for rest and restoration? 

July 12 • Genesis 25:19-34 
• Psalm 119:105-112 
• Romans 8:1-11 
• Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

-How would you describe this sower in the parable?  Is he a good sower or a bad sower? 
-What kind of sower is our God?   
-What kind of seed are you? 
-What kind of sower are you and what kind of sower are we called to be? 
 

July 19 • Genesis 28:10-19 
• Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
• Romans 8:12-25 
• Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

-Share some accounts sufferings in our world that will, in time, be redeemed. 
-v.24: “For in hope we were saved.”  Does this mean we only pray and hope in times of 
trials and tribulation?  Is there a call of response and action for believers in face of 
suffering in our world? 
-v.25: “we wait for it with patience.”  Can you describe a time when you had to wait in 
the midst of pain/suffering?  What happened? 
 

July 26 • Genesis 29:15-28 
• Psalm 105:1-11, 45 
• Romans 8:26-39 
• Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

-Why do so many of us struggle to pray.  How can we pray more faithfully and 
consistently? 
-v.29-30: Challenging and thought-provoking verse for us to wrestle with surrounding 
theologies of predestination.    



Weeks Lectionary Scriptures 
(Sermon Text in 
Bold/Underline) 

Observations and Questions 

August 2 • Genesis 32:22-31 
• Psalm 17:1-7, 15 
• Romans 9:1-5 
• Matthew 14:13-21 

-Only story to be shared in all four gospel lessons.  Before Jesus multiplies the food to 
be shared, he asks for his disciples to bring something regardless of the amount to offer.  
As we minister together, going through the highs and lows of life, Jesus invites us to 
bring all that we have regardless of the amount to offer.  What is God asking us to bring 
forth today (and in this season) to meet the needs of God’s people? 

August 9 • Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
• Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45 
• Romans 10:5-15 
• Matthew 14:22-33 

-Why did Joseph’s brothers despise him so much?  They were absolutely wrong to harm 
Joseph, but did they possess reasons for their ill feelings toward him? 
-Siblings/families fight and quarrel.  How does Joseph and his brothers’ brokenness 
speak to some of the brokenness that we experience(d) in our own families? 
-What’s the role of Israel (Jacob) in this family’s dysfunctions? 

August 16 • Genesis 45:1-15 
• Psalm 133 
• Romans 11:1-2, 29-32 
• Matthew 15:10-28 

-v.5: “do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God 
sent me before you to reserve life.”  Do these words of Joseph ring true in your life?  Do 
you possess examples of when bad things/situations brought forth eventual goodness 
much greater than the original harm?  
-Share testimonies of redemption in your life and in the lives of others that you know. 

August 23 • Exodus 1:8-2:10 
• Psalm 124 
• Romans 12:1-8 
• Matthew 16:13-20 

-The new king of Egypt “did not know Joseph.”  In essence, the king and his advisors 
forgot the past just we so often forget our past.  We forget God’s past deliverance and 
faithfulness.  How can we remember better so as to remain faithful?   
-What’s the significance of the midwives in this story?  How can we play the role of the 
midwives to preserve and protect life in our world? 



Weeks Lectionary Scriptures 
(Sermon Text in 
Bold/Underline) 

Observations and Questions 

August 30 • Exodus 3:1-15 
• Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45 
• Romans 12:9-21 
• Matthew 16:21-28 

-Why did Jesus react so strongly toward Peter upon Peter saying in v.22, “God forbid it, 
Lord!  This must never happen to you.” 
-For us Christians, in the 21st century, what does it look like to “deny ourselves and take 
up our cross and follow Jesus?”  And what often get in the way of us faithfully taking up 
our respective cross and follow Jesus? 
 

 
 
 
 


