
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 

 
The Wise Men by Molly Giffin, age 10 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

January 5, 2020 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Epiphany 

 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

Opening Voluntary 

Benedictus Alec Rowley 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

Arise, shine; for your light has come! 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us! 

Lift up your eyes and see  

we are gathered together before the Lord. 

You shall see and be radiant! 

Our hearts rejoice! Let us proclaim the praise of the Lord! 

 
 The Creed No. 881 Apostles’ Creed 

 
 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Confession  

O God of light and life, 

   we have been consumed by the trappings of the holidays, 

   and we are physically and spiritually exhausted. 

We have not taken enough time to simply be with you. 

We have not spent time in silence, where your voice is heard, 

   where your light shines through the darkness of doubt and despair. 

Forgive our distraction and inattention, we pray. 

Give us once again eyes to see and ears to hear 

   the glory of your presence among us. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 
 Hymn of Preparation No. 206 (stanza 1)  

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON 

I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

 



In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
 The Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1-12 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sermon   

 

Silent Meditation  

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Offertory  

The Work of Christmas Dan Forrest 
This anthem was commissioned to honor our senior pastor, 

Dr. James C. Howell and is now one of the most heard works of Dan Forrest. 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  

when the star in the sky is gone,  

when the kings and princes are home,  

when the shepherds are back with their flock,  

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, to heal the broken,  

to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,  

to rebuild the nations; to bring peace among brothers,  

to make music from the heart. 

 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 Prayer of Dedication  

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

 
 Hymn No. 451  

Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

Tuba Tune Craig Sellar Lang 

___________________________________________________________ 


Stand as you are able 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 

Rev. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship 
 

LAY READERS 

Jerry Mitchell (8:30), Cameron Caudle (9:45), Richard Harrison (11:00) 
 

MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Evan Wesley Currie, Music Associate and Organist 

Chamber Singers (9:45, 11:00) 

 



 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER 

Katelyn Austin (9:45) 
 

CRUCIFERS 

Walker Huff (8:30), Nathan Sherman (9:45), Jane Brownlow (11:00) 

 

ACOLYTES 

Carson Clutter and Quinn Wilson (8:30) 

Miller Sherman and Lucy Reynolds (9:45) 

Tucker Mullinix and Maya Hoover (11:00) 
 

BIBLE CARRIERS 

Hampton Surles (8:30), Riley Sherman (9:45), Beck Hoover (11:00) 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome to 

Myers Park United Methodist Church 
 

Welcome! We are thankful you are here worshiping with us. Check out the Guest 

Information bookcases in the Sanctuary narthex or drop by the Lobby Welcome 

Center for resources so you can get to know us better. 
 

Cookies on the Playground, today, 10:45 a.m., playground: Children’s Ministries 

invites everyone to come enjoy fellowship and a sweet treat before or after 

worship. 
 

What is Beautiful About Charlotte?, Tuesday, January 7, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee 

Hall: Join Dr. Howell for a conversation with Mayor Harvey Gantt, Emmy Award-

winning anchor and investigative journalist Molly Grantham, and historian Tom 

Hanchett on "What's Beautiful about Charlotte?" 
 

Beauty at the Table Small Groups, registration begins today: God made us to be 

in community, to break bread and share our stories together. Register now for 

short-term groups that will begin meeting mid-January to connect with one another 

and grow closer to our God. Learn more at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. 
 

 

 

 

 



Forward, today, 4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m., rooms 239-240: 4th and 5th graders are 

invited to start the new year with Forward, a ministry designed to help them grow 

spiritually as they journey toward middle school. Forward meets the first Sunday 

of each month through April. Details: Email Amy Harriman at 

aharriman@mpumc.org. 
 

Youth Group and Confirmation, tonight, 5:45 p.m.-7:45 p.m., Jubilee Hall: 

Classes resume this evening. Dinner is Hubee D’s food truck for $8. 
 

The Beauty of Home, Sunday, January 19: Please bring to worship a small 

picture, item, or knick-knack that reminds you of the beauty of home – wherever 

that may be for you. During the service you will hold this, and reflect on what 

beckons you home, what makes you feel at home, what atmosphere of home makes 

you feel at peace, what kind of “home” you might share with others. 
 

Pick up a copy of This Week at Myers Park UMC for a 

complete listing of events and opportunities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregivers to provide 

confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. To learn more 

about this powerful ministry contact Rev. Bill Roth at 

704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 
 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 

8:45 a.m. – Church in the Round – Jubilee Hall 

9:30 a.m. – Communion – Sanctuary Chapel 

9:45 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 

9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 
 

 

mailto:broth@mpumc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beauty 
 

This Advent, we began a sustained series on the theme of Beauty. 

Dostoevsky said “Only Beauty will save the world.” Through the worship, 

and the arts, we’re focusing on what is beautiful, the beauty of the Church, 

the beauty of our city, and even beauty in suffering. 

 

On Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 p.m., Join Dr. Howell in Jubilee Hall for a 

conversation with former Mayor Harvey Gantt, Emmy Award-winning anchor and 

investigative journalist Molly Grantham, and historian Tom Hanchett on "What's 

Beautiful about Charlotte?"  

 

On Sunday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m., Join Dr. Howell and Jeremy Begbie, 

Professor of Theology at Duke University, for a conversation on Beauty and the 

Arts.  

 

On Monday, February 10 at 7:00 p.m., Join us as we welcome Raymond 

Barfield, Professor of Pediatrics and Christian Philosophy at Duke University, in a 

conversation with Dr. Howell on Beauty and Suffering.  

 

On Sunday, February 23 at 7:00 p.m., We will welcome American artist and 

sculptor Chas Fagan to engage in a conversation with Dr. Howell on Public Art 

and Beautiful Lives.  

 

Beauty at the Table Small Groups, registration begins today: God made us to be 

in community, to break bread and share our stories together. Register now for 

short-term groups that will begin meeting mid-January to connect with one another 

and grow closer to our God. Learn more at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 

james@mpumc.org 704-376-8584 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Pastor of Missions & Community Engagement 

nathan@mpumc.org 704-295-4816 

Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, Pastor for Emerging Ministries 

tbarefoot@mpumc.org 704-295-4803  

Rev. Jessica Dayson, Pastor for Young Adults & Lay Involvement 

jdayson@mpumc.org 704-295-4813  

Rev. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship 

ukim@mpumc.org 704-295-4840  

Rev. Bill Roth, Pastor of Congregational Care 

broth@mpumc.org 704-295-4835  

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 

nwatson@mpumc.org 704-295-4823  

 

 

 

TALK WITH A PASTOR 

A pastor on staff stands ready to respond to your question or concern. 

Those needing immediate pastoral help should call 

704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 

 

 

 

Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 

 

 

 

 


