
Myers Park 
United Methodist Church 

 

 
Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus, Court Williams, age 8 

 
A Service of Christian Worship 

 

December 24, 2019 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

 
 Gathering Music  
 Jessye’s Carol 

“Carillon de Westminster” from Troisième suite 
arr. Ken Gist 
Louis Vierne 

 
Welcome  

 
Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 
 Lighting of the Christ Candle  

The grace of God has appeared among us! 
We see anew the light of God’s love! 
Sing to our God a joyous new song. 



Sing to God, all the nations on earth. 
Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to his people! 

 
Introit  

O Holy Night arr. John Rutter 
  

 
 Old Testament Lesson                                   Isaiah 9:2-7 

 
 Carol No. 234 (stanzas 1, 2, 3, 6)  

O Come, All Ye Faithful      ADESTE FIDELES 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

Refrain: O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  
Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain) 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;  
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain)  
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given.   
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  (Refrain) 

 

 
Opening Prayer 

O God our Father, you have brought us again to the glad season  
   when we celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Grant that his Spirit may be born anew in our hearts this night,  
   and that we may joyfully welcome him to reign over us.   
Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of old.  
Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts:   
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill toward all! 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
Anthem  

Chill of the Nightfall K. Lee Scott 



Chill of the nightfall, lamps in the windows, 
letting their light fall clear on the snow; 

bitter December bids us remember  
Christ in the stable long, long ago. 

 
Silence of midnight, voices of angels, 
singing to bid night yield to the dawn; 
darkness is ended, singers befriended, 

where in the stable Jesus is born. 
 

Splendor of starlight high on the hillside, 
faint is the far light burning below; 

kneeling before him shepherds adore him. 
Christ in the stable long, long ago. 

 
Glory of daybreak! Sorrows and shadows,  

suddenly they break forth into morn; 
sing out and tell now all shall be well now  

for in the stable Jesus is born! 
 
 Gospel Reading  Luke 2:1-20 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 Homily 
 
 The Great Thanksgiving p. 17-18 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 

Communion Music  
Midnight Noel 
Fantasia on GREENSLEEVES 
The Gift 

Mark Hayes 
R. Vaughn Williams 

arr. William Cutter 
 



Prayer After Communion  
O God of love, you have brought us together  
   and blessed us with the gift of your Son.  
Open our eyes to the light of Christ,  
   which glows in the darkness of a world engulfed in apathy,                                                  
   pain and loss. 
In your presence, the shadows are erased,  
   our tears are dried, and our brokenness is healed by your love.  
Speak to us now that we may hear the good news of your salvation.  
Grant peace to your children all over the world this night,  
   and let us sing now with the angels, “Christ the Savior is born!” 
Amen. 

 
 Carol No. 239  

Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face  
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 
 Benediction  
 
 Carol No. 246 (stanzas 1 and 4)  

Joy to the World ANTIOCH 



Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
 Closing Voluntary  

Echoes of Joy Hans-André Stamm 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Stand as you are able 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER AND CELEBRANT 
Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 

 
LITURGISTS 

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 
 

MUSICIANS 
James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Evan Wesley Currie, Music Associate and Organist 
Chancel Choir 

Jodi Burns, soprano 
Kevin Proffit, tenor 

Dr. Brian Winegardner, trumpet 
Corine Brouwer, violin 
Robert Moody, cello 

 
CHRIST CANDLE LIGHTERS  

Lindsay, Brian, Ella, and William Jones (8:00) 



Sue and Bob Truscello (11:00) 
 

CRUCIFERS 
Claire Grimes (8:00), Deems May (11:00) 

 
ACOLYTES 

Elizabeth Beasley and Caroline Beasley (8:00) 
Jake Brietz and Emily Brietz (11:00) 

 
BIBLE CARRIERS 

Frank Turner (8:00), Molly Giffin (11:00) 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome to 
Myers Park United Methodist Church 

 

Welcome We are glad you are here on this wonderful day. Ushers, clergy, staff 
and church members are glad to answer any questions about the life of the church, 
don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
Christmas Eve Offering: Each year our Christmas Eve offering enables us to 
support our school partnership, Marie G. Davis, and Zoe Empowers. Your gift, 
whether monetary or service, helps ensure generational transformation. This 
Christmas, we challenge you to give generously by determining what you spent on 
gifts for your family and giving the equivalent amount on Christmas Eve. 
 
Church Closed Wednesday, Thursday: Those needing help on these days can 
call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Beauty 

 
This Advent, we began a sustained series on the theme of Beauty. 
Dostoevsky said “Only Beauty will save the world.” Through the 

worship, and the arts, we’re focusing on what is beautiful, the beauty of 
the Church, the beauty of our city, and even beauty in suffering. 

 
On Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 p.m., Join Dr. Howell in Jubilee Hall 
for a conversation with former Mayor Harvey Gantt, Emmy Award- 
winning anchor and investigative journalist Molly Grantham, and 
historian Tom Hanchett on "What's Beautiful about Charlotte?" 
 
On Sunday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m., Join Dr. Howell and Jeremy 
Begbie, Professor of Theology at Duke University, for a conversation on 
Beauty and the Arts. 
 
On Monday, February 10 at 7:00 p.m., Join us as we welcome 
Raymond Barfield, Professor of Pediatrics and Christian Philosophy at 
Duke University, in a conversation with Dr. Howell on Beauty and 
Suffering. 
 
On Sunday, February 23 at 7:00 p.m., We will welcome American 
artist and sculptor Chas Fagan to engage in a conversation with Dr. 
Howell on Public Art and Beautiful Lives. 
 
Beauty at the Table Small Groups, coming in 2020: God made us to be 
in community, to break bread and share our stories together. Stay tuned 
for short-term groups that will begin meeting mid-January to connect 
with one another and grow closer to our God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 
james@mpumc.org 704-376-8584 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Pastor of Missions & Community Engagement 
nathan@mpumc.org 704-295-4816 

Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, Pastor for Emerging Ministries 
tbarefoot@mpumc.org 704-295-4803  

Rev. Jessica Dayson, Pastor for Young Adults & Lay Involvement 
jdayson@mpumc.org 704-295-4813  

Rev. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship 
ukim@mpumc.org 704-295-4840  

Rev. Bill Roth, Pastor of Congregational Care 
broth@mpumc.org 704-295-4835  

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 
nwatson@mpumc.org 704-295-4823  

 
 

TALK WITH A PASTOR 
A pastor on staff is ready to respond to your question or concern. 

Those needing immediate pastoral help should call 
704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 

 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 
8:45 a.m. – Church in the Round – Jubilee Hall 

9:30 a.m. – Communion – Sanctuary Chapel 
9:45 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 

9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. – Sanctuary Worship 

 
 

Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 
We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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