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Holy, Holy, Holy by Lily Fulghum, age 7 

 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

December 22, 2019 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 



Introit 

Sure On This Shining Night Morten Lauridsen 

Sure on this shining night of star-made shadows round, 

kindness must watch for me this side the ground. 
 

The late year lies down the north. All is healed, all is health. 

High summer holds the earth. Hearts are whole. 
 

Sure on this shining night 

I weep for wonder wandering far alone of shadows on the stars. 
 
 Advent Chorus  

A Candle is Burning AWAY IN A MANGER 

A candle for Love blazes forth in the night, 

   dispelling the darkness with grace’s true light. 

Glad tidings we sing of the sweet baby’s birth,  

   the music of love spreading o’er all the earth. 

 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle  

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel! 

He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David. 

Come, sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

   singing and making melody to the Lord in our hearts! 

We shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 

   the mountains and the hills shall burst into song,  

   and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands! 
 

 Processional Carol No. 240  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

 



Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Gloria Patri No. 238 (refrain)  GLORIA 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (11:00)  

 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the spirit’s sign; 

   with this water god has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 
 

Child of god your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love god more than all. 
 

Bidding Prayer & Lord’s Prayer  
 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 
 

The First Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

Anthem  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. John Ferguson 

O come, come and ransom; 

O come,  O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear, rejoice! 
 

 The Second Lesson Luke 1:26-38 

 



 Offering  

 Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Julian Wachner 
All: 

 

 
 

Men: 

 
All: 

 

Women: 

 

All: 

 
All: 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

 Prayer of Dedication and Gift Blessing  
 

 The Third Lesson Luke 2:1-7 
 

 Anthem  

 Mid-Winter Bob Chilcott 

 In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

in the bleak mid-winter, long ago. 
 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him nor earth sustain: 

Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 

In the bleak mid-winter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ. 
 

 



Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but only his mother in her maiden bliss 

worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him, give my heart. 
 

Homily  

 

 The Fourth Lesson Luke 2:8-20 
 

 Congregational Carol  

 Festival First Noel arr. Dan Forrest 

All: 

 

 

 

 
 

Choir: 

 

 

 

 
 

All: 

The first Noel the angels did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

that hath made heaven and earth of naught, 

and with his blood mankind hath bought. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

 The Fifth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11 
 



 Congregational Carol  

 We Three Kings arr. Tom Trenney & Jeremy Bankson  

Choir: 
 

All: 

 
 

Men: 

 

 

All: 

 
 

Women: 

 

All: 

 
 

Choir: 

 

 

All: 

 
 

All: 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse a-far,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.   

O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain;   

gold I bring to crown him again,  

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 

O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh;   

prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high. 

O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume  

breathes a life of gathering gloom;  

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb. 

O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Glorious now, behold him arise;  King and God and sacrifice:   

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. 

O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

 The Sixth Lesson John 1:1-14 
 



 Congregational Carol No. 234  

 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain: O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  

               O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  
 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  

Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain) 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain) 
 

 Benediction  
 

 Benediction Response   

“Hallelujah” from Messiah George Frideric Handel 

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! 

The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom 

 of our Lord and of his Christ; 

And he shall reign for ever and ever. 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah! 
 

 Closing Voluntary   

Puer Nobis Nascitur David N. Johnson 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister  


LITURGIST 

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 

 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEViap7k5Y0i4Ay08nnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTEyNnJkMjI2BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQjI1ODBfMQRzZWMDc3I-/RV=2/RE=1481596714/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fGeorge_Frideric_Handel/RK=0/RS=NTet.Iw1WyOEI9dfH96heKvNFXA-




MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Evan Wesley Currie, Music Associate and Organist 

Chancel Choir & Chamber Singers 

da Capo Brass 

Ben Geller, viola 

Nancy C. Hamff, alto flute 

 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER 

Blaire Pope (9:45) 
 

LAY READERS 

Amanda Williams, Peg Broughton, Stacey Nicholson, Adam Laylor 
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTERS 

Jessica and Liam RoBards (8:30) 

Laura, Doug, Meredith, and Emily Caldwell (9:45) 

Lisa, Jeff, Caroline, Taylor, and Ashton Peterson (11:00) 


GIFT BLESSING 

Eloise Givens and Charlotte Lindley (8:30) 

John Harmeling and Avery Howell (9:45) 

Emma Fogg and Logan Bullins (11:00) 
 

CRUCIFERS 

Blair Tilley (8:30), Deems May (9:45), Jane Brownlow (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Addison Tilley and Lawson Surles (8:30) 

Leighton Paone and Will Ricketts (9:45) 

Porter Eubanks and Molly Brown (11:00) 
 

BIBLE CARRIERS 

Fulton Surles (8:30), Molly Giffin (9:45), Banks Brown (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: Receiving the sacrament of Baptism at the 

11:00 Service is Camryn Whitley Arledge, daughter of Molly and Nathan Arledge. 

 



Blessing of the Gifts: Today, we bless the Angel Tree MInistry. The third-grade 

Sunday School classes, led by their teachers Jill Gadd, Anna Givens, Cathy & Bob 

Howell, Candice Knezevic, Kate Maynard, Melissa Miller, Janet & Joshua Smith, 

and Lauren Thompson, have written the prayer that they will offer during our 

worship services. 

 

Love Feast, Today, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary: Join us for a special service hosted by 

Myers Park UMC Youth Ministry. This is a family friendly traditional Love Feast 

with Moravian Love Feast Buns, Spiced Tea, and handmade Beeswax Candles. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Please join our church family for one of our Christmas Eve services celebrating 

the joy of the season and the birth of our Lord! 

 

12:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall, A service of music and carols with a Jazz twist.  

2:00 p.m., Sanctuary, Carols, candlelight and children’s Nativity tableau.  

4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall, Casual, contemporary, acoustic, with Holy Communion. 

6:00 p.m., Sanctuary, Carols, candlelight and children’s Nativity tableau. 

8:00 p.m., Sanctuary, Choir, carols, candlelight, with Holy Communion. 

11:00 p.m., Sanctuary, Choir, carols, candlelight, with Holy Communion. 

 

Each year our Christmas Eve Offering enables us to support our school 

partnership and Zoe Empowers. Your gift, whether monetary or service, 

helps ensure generational transformation. This Christmas, we challenge you 

to give generously by determining what you spent on gifts for your family 

and giving the equivalent amount on Christmas Eve. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 

 

 

 

 

 


