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TODAY

UPCOMING

Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism at the 9:45 a.m. service are Mason Alexander Akers, 
son of Lauren and Alex Akers; Eloise Lee Henson, daughter of Lindsey and Andy Henson; 
and Leighton Lea Teden, daughter of Mary Pell and Dewey Teden. Being baptized at the 
11:00 a.m. service are Caroline Mae Gildea, daughter of Lindsay and Patrick Gildea; and 
Lucas Patrick DeWeese, son of Amanda and David DeWeese. 
Welcome, New Members: This morning we welcome new members to the life of Myers 
Park United Methodist Church: Craig and Bess Carter, Remington and Lauren Fischer, 
Mark Stephens, Alex and Lauren Akers, James and Kate Ferguson, Brandon and Meagan 
Finch, Brendan and Caroline Nagle, Chris Nordberg, and Bob and Kathy Goins. Please 
take a moment at the end of the service to offer a personal word of “Welcome!” 
 

The Flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Martha Jean and Tommy Miller by their family. 
 

The Flowers in the Chapel Narthex are from the wedding of Naomy Chimenge 
and Jack Pridgen and are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Wilson 
Chimenge.

Parenting Through the Phases, today, 10:00 a.m.-10:40 a.m., Jubilee Hall: Join us monthly for 
coffee and conversation that will focus on different developmental phases in a child’s life. This 
month’s session: 4th & 5th Grades. A panel of experts will be on hand to answer questions and 
offer tips. Details: Amy Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org.

Youth Group and Confirmation: today, 5:45 p.m.-7:45 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Youth in 6th-12th 
grades are invited to join us tonight. Dinner is spaghetti, breadsticks, and salad for $8.

Young Adult Meet & Greet, today, 9:45 a.m., room 133: Join us in a laid-back setting to meet 
other young adults, discuss scripture, and have a time of fellowship. Come as you are when 
you are here.

Church Closings: The church will be closed Wednesday-Saturday for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Those needing pastoral help can call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the 
pastor on call. 

Grief Support Group, tomorrow, 6:30 p.m.-7:45 p.m., room 106: Bill Roth and Lauren Smith 
lead a workshop designed to assist and support those grieving a loss. This will be a time of 
sharing our individual journeys and coming to a deeper understanding of the grief process 
of which we are now a part. To register, contact Carmen Rivera at crivera@mpumc.org. 
 
Centering Prayer, Mondays, 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., room 024 or Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.-
11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel: A beautiful chance to come as you are to learn and practice a form 
of wordless prayer alongside others. Questions: Rev. Uiyeon Kim at ukim@myersparkumc.org. 
Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study: There is no Bible Study this week due to Thanksgiving. Join 
us next week on December 4 when Dr. Howell will lead us in a close look at the Bible’s Christmas 
passages. Email Lisa Ross-Smit at lrsmit@mpumc.org to make child care reservations.

Why Christmas Still Matters…Remembering and Preparing for Advent, Mondays, 
December 2-23, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., room 106: Join Rev. Uiyeon Kim as we prayerfully 
examine the most amazing moment in history. We will follow the footsteps of Mary, Joseph, 
and others, and will share life journeys in light of the hope and new life gained with Jesus. No 
registration or book study required.

How Has God Wired You to Serve? December 5, 6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m., room 106: Register for a 
Wired 4 Ministry class to learn how to make a difference through your unique, God-given design. 
Registration and pre-class exercises are required. Contact Carol Tate at ctate@mpumc.org to 
sign up.

Walk The Labyrinth, December 9-15: We invite you to make intentional space this Advent 
to encounter God and spend time in prayer. For specific hours and to learn more, visit
www.myersparkumc.org/contemplative.

Our Deepest Sympathy
Mark Damian Swancy, husband 
of Gini Swancy, brother of Karen Smith 
and uncle of Claire Lawson, who died on 
November 17. 

Eleese "Dollye" Peay Walters, 
mother of Emily Langley and Trey Walters, 
and grandmother of Molly and Anna 
Langley and Logan and Cate Walters, who 
died on November 14.

WELCOME
To Our Church !

We are the body of Christ, growing 
in faith and serving others.

In Celebration
Aiden James Copeland, son of Sadie 
and Mike Copeland, and brother of Scott 
Copeland, who was born on April 14. 

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE, 
November 26, 7:00 p.m., Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church: Join MeckMin as 
it presents its 44th annual citywide Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service. Dr. Howell will speak 
at this event, located at 3400 Beatties Ford 
Road. The evening's theme is "A Time of 
Healing: Weaving A Tapestry of Faith." 

Alternative Gift Market: Support local 
and global missions by buying meaningful 
gifts in honor of your family and friends. 
Choose from a variety of gifts in a range 
of prices so you can find something for 
everyone on your visit. For more details 
and to purchase your gifts today, visit
myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift-market.
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Young Adults’ Christmas Party, December 14, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., 2410 Valencia 
Terrace: The Agape Sunday School class invites all young adults to gather around an 
outdoor fire pit for appetizers, desserts, and fellowship. Children are also welcome, and 
toys will be available inside. Bring your own drinks. For more information, contact Mallory 
Fiery at mallory.fiery@gmail.com.

Christmas Concerts, December 15, 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1501 N. Tryon: Join us for either of our two concerts. The 150-voice chorus, composed of our 
adult, youth, and children’s ensembles will join with a full orchestra featuring our own Myers 
Park Strings and Myers Park Bells to ring in this season. This is a free event with free parking. 
Shuttle from MPUMC will be available starting at 2:30 p.m. No tickets required. Onsite childcare 
for ages 3 and under will be offered for the 4:00 p.m. concert only and space is limited.  Register 
with Lisa at lrsmit@mpumc.org by December 9. To reserve seating at the 4:00 p.m. service for 
ASL Interpretation, contact Rev. Nancy Watson at nwatson@mpumc.org.

Christmas Party for College Age Students, December 19, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m., 2726 
Lemon Tree Lane: Anyone college age is welcome to join us for holiday snacking and 
socializing with friends from church. Sign up online at myerspark.org/young-adults or by 
contacting Rev. Jessica Dayson at jdayson@mpumc.org.

Poinsettias, now-December 11: Purchase a poinsettia to decorate the church in honor or 
memory of a loved one at www.myersparkumc.org or send a check for $14 per poinsettia to 
the church along with the name of the person you are honoring/remembering. Dedications 
will be shared in the December 22 worship bulletin.

Wreaths, now-December 11: Purchase a wreath to decorate the church in honor or memory 
of a loved one at www.myersparkumc.org or send a check for $30 per wreath to the 
church along with the name of the person you are honoring/remembering. Dedications will 
be shared in the December 22 worship bulletin.

ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

UPCOMING CONTINUED

Order Christmas Trees and Wreaths: now-November 30:  The lot will be open for pick-
up December 5-7. Please support our youth and order yours today online at
www.myersparkumc.org. 

Angel Tree, starting November 25, Main Lobby: Working with Prison Fellowship Ministry, 
MPUMC will have an Angel Tree with names and ages of local children whose parents are 
currently incarcerated. Stop by the tree located in the lobby starting November 25 to pick 
up your angel. If you’re interested in volunteering with this ministry, contact Doug Caldwell at 
dougcaldwell@bellsouth.net.

Jubilee Store, shop now, serve December 7-8, St. John’s Baptist Church: Help parents in 
Charlotte Family Housing’s programs create a special Christmas for their children. Pick up a 
gift tag from one of our trees around the church. Or sign up to serve with these families as an 
inventory worker, shopping assistant, gift wrapper, greeter, or childcare worker on December 
7 and 8. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/jubilee-store to sign up or learn more. 

Room in the Inn:  Every Thursday and Friday night from December 1 through March 31, we 
open our doors and hearts to provide warm meals, warm beds, and warm fellowship for 
homeless neighbors. There are various opportunities for all to participate such as driving the 
van, preparing and serving a meal, and staying overnight with our guests. For details, contact 
Greg Wells at greg@willisengineers.com.

Stuff a Backpack for the Salvation Army, now-December 5: The Salvation Army's Christmas 
Cheer Program provides Christmas gifts and fresh school supplies to more than 11,000 children. 
You can make Christmas magical for a child in need by filling backpacks with supplies. Pick up 
backpacks and a list of suggested items from outside the Children's Ministries office and return 
your filled backpacks to the Children's Ministries office by December 5. 

Zoe Empowers Information Meeting, December 8, 12:00 p.m., Francis Chapel: All 
interested travelers are invited to come and learn more about trips to Kenya in February and 
July and Malawi in September. For more information, contact Nathan at nathan@mpumc.org.

JUBILEE PLUS! GIVING FUND: 100% of 
funds given to this second-mile giving fund 
go out the door to support partners such 
as UMAR, Men's Shelter of Charlotte, and 
CareRing. Give generously to Jubilee Plus! 
year-round online or write a check to the 
church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line.

KNEELING AT THE MANGER, December 
8, 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Join us for this 
service of story and song. A narrator will 
read the story of Christ’s birth and children 
of all ages are invited to come forward 
dressed as their favorite Nativity character. 
The Children’s Ensembles will participate.

SERVICE OF HOPE & CONSOLATION, 
December 2, 6:30 p.m. in Francis Chapel: 
Each holiday season, we welcome the 
bereaved to this special service, praying 
that the music, words, and candlelight 
comfort those for whom Thanksgiving 
and Christmas can be painful. Contact Bill 
Roth at broth@mpumc.org. 
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CONNECT WITH US!
Fol low us on socia l  media
@myersparkumc

Vis i t  our  websi te
w w w.myersparkumc.org
to find small groups, ways to 
serve and engage, how to give, 
and plug in with other members 
of our church!

OUR CLERGY
Dr. James C. Howell
Senior Pastor

Rev. Nathan Arledge
Pastor of Missions & Community 
Engagement

Rev. Taylor Barefoot
Pastor for Emerging Ministries

Rev. Jessica Dayson
Pastor for Young Adults &
Lay Involvement

Rev. Uiyeon Kim
Pastor of Discipleship

Rev. Bill Roth
Pastor of Congregational Care

Rev. Nancy Watson
Executive Pastor

TALK WITH A PASTOR
A pastor on staff stands ready 
to respond to your question 
or concern. Those needing 
immediate pastoral help should 
call 704-376-8584 and follow 
the prompts to the pastor on call.

JUBILEE STORE INFO

Each Christmas, our church family looks forward to collaborating with Myers Park 
Presbyterian, Christ Church, and St. John’s Baptist to offer the Jubilee Store. Jubilee 
Store provides an empowering, hopeful, and dignified way of purchasing Christmas 
gifts for families working with Charlotte Family Housing, a shelter-to-housing program 
for working families experiencing homelessness. Items in the Jubilee Store are sold at 
an extremely discounted rate, allowing individuals the opportunity to actively engage in 
budgeting, selecting, and purchasing gifts for their families. All proceeds made from the 
store will benefit Charlotte Family Housing.

The Jubilee Store is all made possible by your generous donations of gifts (grab a tag 
from one of the trees around our campus today and return it as soon as possible) and 
by countless volunteer hours.  How can you assist with this amazing ministry? We will 
need help with inventory, setup, hospitality, shopping, meal service, and gift wrapping. 
Visit our website today at www.myersparkumc.org/mission/jubilee-store to sign up 
to serve or to purchase a gift from our Amazon wish list. Questions about how to get 
involved with Jubilee Store? Contact Beth Cory at beth.cory@duke-energy.com.

GOODNESS GRACIOUS GIFTS GRANTS

Annually, the Goodness Gracious Gifts’ Board members and volunteers gather for their 
volunteer appreciation dinner, a time of fun and relationship building. During the 2019 
gathering, the board members shared news about their latest donations of $20,000.00 
to local outreach organizations. This year’s recipients include Lily Pad Haven, the St. 
Luke's Fund, Donors Choose, Urban Promise, and Marie G. David Elementary School. 
We give thanks for the way that our own Goodness Gracious Gifts is able to continue to 
give back to our community. Next time you’re here, be sure to stop by and check out the 
beautiful holiday décor they have in stock now. And, remember, each purchase allows 
them to continue to support our community!
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