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TODAY

UPCOMING

Church-wide Food Packing Event, today, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Basement: For years we’ve 
gathered on a Sunday in October for Stop Hunger Now, but this year we’re making an impact 
closer to home. We’ll pack bags of food for Marie G. Davis scholars to take home each 
weekend to ensure they return Monday morning well-fed and ready to learn. Join us even if 
you missed the chance to sign up!

Discover Myers Park, today, 11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel: Come learn about our church 
and the beliefs and practices of our denomination. There is no obligation to join and 
child care for children ages 8 weeks-not yet in kindergarten is available. Contact 
Jeanne Poole at jpoole@mpumc.org for more details.

Children’s Prayer Room Opens, today, room 257: This interactive space, made possible 
by a generous donation, is designed for prekindergarten-5th grade children and their 
families to explore different ways to pray. Details: Leslie Lowery at llowery@mpumc.org.

Youth Group and Confirmation, today, 5:45 p.m.-7:45 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Youth in 9th-
12th grades are invited to join us tonight. Dinner is pizza, salad and dessert for $8.

How Has God Wired You to Serve?, tomorrow, 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., room 106: Register 
for a Wired 4 Ministry class to learn how to make a difference through your unique, God-
given design. Registration and pre-class exercises are required. Contact Carol Tate at 
ctate@mpumc.org to sign up. 

Register for the 14th Annual Women’s Retreat, early bird registration now-
December 14: The retreat is February 21-23 at the Caraway Conference Center. 
Double room $250/single room $280. Save now by registering on the website or 
contact Rev. Jessica Dayson at jdayson@mpumc.org. 

Centering Prayer, Mondays, 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m., room 024 or Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.-
11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel: A beautiful chance to come as you are to learn and practice a 
form of wordless prayer alongside others. Questions: Rev. Uiyeon Kim at ukim@mpumc.org.

Uptown Men’s Small Group, Tuesdays, 7:00 a.m.-8:00 a.m., Amelie’s Uptown: Join 
other men of all ages, including those 18-30s, for fellowship and book discussion. For 
more information, contact Justin Lenarcic at JSLenarcic10@yahoo.com.

Meet Amy at Amelie’s, Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Amelie’s at Park Road 
Shopping Center: Amy Harriman, MPUMC’s Director of Children’s Ministries, wants to get 
to know you! Whether you’re a long-time church member or a recent visitor, a seasoned 
parent or a first-time mom, all moms are invited to join Amy for conversation, community, 
and coffee. Questions: Email Amy at aharriman@mpumc.org. 

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., room 108: Join us as Jason Rhymer 
leads us in a Bible Application titled “Make Scripture Come Alive!” To make child care 
reservations, email Lisa Ross-Smit at lrsmit@mpumc.org.

Get Your flu vaccine, October 23, 1:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m., room 108: Walgreens will host our 
annual fall flu vaccination clinic. Vaccines are available for ages 14 and up. Some insurance 
plans are accepted. Questions? Contact Parish Nurse Lauren Smith at lsmith@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. Wednesday, October 23, 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Join us for dinner at H.O.T. 
Wednesday. Our menu will be Slow roasted beef, mashed potatoes, steamed cabbage, 
rolls, salad, desserts, and ice cream. You may now register and pay online through Realm or 
make a reservation by phone at 704-376-5520, option 6 by end of day Monday.

Armenia Mission Learning Session, October 27, 9:45 a.m., Francis Chapel: Join us as 
we welcome Nara Melkonyan to MPUMC.  Nara is the Program Director for Project 
AGAPE, the Western NC UMC and North Carolina UMC organization that provides 
support to our brothers and sisters in Armenia. Nara will be sharing stories from Project 
AGAPE’s 25 year history and where our work is headed. We will have a question and 
answer session with Nara and Chris Lepore, the 2020 trip leader to Armenia, following 
her presentation. Email Chris Lepore at c.note.lepore@gmail.com with questions. 

Our Deepest Sympathy
Joan Maxon Pickett, mother 
of Donnie Picket, and grandmother of 
Grace and Catherine Pickett, who died on 
October 17, 2019.

Nancy P. Chappell, wife of Tim 
Chappell, mother of Zach Chappell and 
Ashley Chappell, and grandmother of 
Millicent Chappell, who died on October 
14, 2019.

Geraldine “Gerry” Anderson, 
sister-in-law of Natalie Northcutt, who died 
on October 12, 2019.

WELCOME
To Our Church !

We are the body of Christ, growing 
in faith and serving others.

FALL BLOCK PARTY, October 25, 5:30 p.m.-
7:00 p.m., Parish Life Building Parking Lot: 
Round up your friends and neighbors, grab 
your tailgate chairs and picnic blankets, and 
head over to MPUMC for an evening of fun 
and fellowship for all ages. There will be a food 
truck, music, and bounce houses. Details: Amy 
Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org. 

PHANTOM OF THE ORGAN, October 
30, 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary: Children of all 
ages, come in your Halloween costume for 
this annual concert. There will be plenty 
of music, sing-alongs, movie clips, and 
surprise guests.
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ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

UPCOMING CONTINUED

2020 ZOE-Kenya Mission Trips: Register today for either the January 21-30 or July 14-
23 mission trips. Our teams will visit ZOE in Maua, Kenya, to learn more about their orphan 
empowerment program. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/mission/zoe.

Costa Rica Spring Break Family Mission, register now: Join our April 13-20 mission trip 
(for ages 8 and up) to work alongside our ministry partners to construct buildings and strengthen 
relationships. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/costarica. 

Welcome Legal Asylum Seekers, Sundays, 3:15 p.m., Greyhound bus station: Join us 
in a ministry of presence and hospitality here in Charlotte. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/bus-station to sign up, or email Janie Reynolds at jreynolds12@carolina.rr.com 
with questions. 

Make Sandwiches for Urban Ministry, 3rd Mondays, 9:00 a.m., Jubilee Hall: Call 
Martha Abbey at 704-264-6892 for details.

Men’s Shelter Monthly Meals, 1st Wednesdays or 2nd Tuesdays, varying Men’s Shelter 
locations: Prepare and serve a meal at the Men’s Shelter of Charlotte with a team of church 
members for about an hour and a half. Email Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org to sign up or 
learn more.

Serve Lunch at Center of Hope, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., Salvation 
Army Center of Hope: Prepare lunch for women and children at the Salvation Army 
Center of Hope at 534 Spratt St. To sign up or learn more, reach Suzanne Johnson at 
shj422@gmail.com. 

Sort Donations at Loaves & Fishes, 2nd Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Loaves & 
Fishes warehouse: We meet monthly at the Loaves & Fishes warehouse at 648 Griffith Road, to 
sort donated food. Email Laura Weller at lauraoweller@yahoo.com with questions.

October Collection: School Partnerships, now-October 31, Lobby: Donate Kleenex, 
hand sanitizer spray, sanitizer wipes, and printer paper to be used by our partner schools. 
Questions? Contact Julie Wentz at jwentz@mpumc.org.

Medicare Part D Counseling, open enrollment, October 15-December 7: One-
on-one counseling will be offered. If you have Medicare Part D coverage or will soon 
become eligible for Medicare, you may find this counseling very helpful. Bring your list 
of medications and dosages. Contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 for appointment 
dates and times. 

Border Pilgrimage, November 13-16: Join our mission team led by Rev. Nathan 
Arledge. Our border pilgrimages to the Rio Grande Valley of Texas are in efforts to 
draw an awareness of the proximity of our sisters and brothers seeking asylum, migrant 
workers, and the journey of the immigrant in our everyday lives. For trip registration 
details, go to www.myersparkumc.org/Border.

JUBILEE PLUS! GIVING FUND: 100% of 
funds given to this second-mile giving fund 
go out the door to support partners like QC 
Family Tree. Give generously to Jubilee Plus! 
year-round online or write a check to the 
church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line.

LORD, WHERE DID WE SEE YOU? 
November 4, 6:30 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Join 
us for a night of music and arts, featuring 
our own Church in the Round musicians 
and six new pieces of art commissioned 
by artists from UMAR. Visit
www.myersparkumc.org/music-arts-umar.

FOR THE LOVE OF READING, Tuesdays 
or Thursdays, 9:00 a.m., Marie G. Davis 
School: We need readers weekly, or on an 
occasional substitute basis, to work with 
children developing their love of books and 
reading. For more information, contact Amie 
Rucker at amierucker@gmail.com.

REVOLUTION OF VALUES FEATURING 
JONATHAN WILSON-HARTGROVE, 
November 18, 6:30 p.m., Jubilee Hall: 
Author will share from his latest book, 
Revolution of Values, followed by an open 
discussion with community leaders whose 
values have led them to take action in the 
areas of housing, education, healthcare, 
and the displacement of people.

Parenting Through the Phases, October 27, 10:00 a.m.-10:40 a.m., Jubilee Hall: Do you 
have a new baby or are you expecting? Join us for coffee and conversation that will 
focus on different developmental phases in a child’s life. This month’s session: New 
Baby. A panel of experts will be on hand to answer questions and offer tips. Details: 
Amy Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org.

Question, Persuade, and Refer Training, October 28, 6:30 p.m., room 110: Offered 
by Mental Health America (MHA), this training equips attendees with education on how 
to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis, and how to question, persuade, and 
refer someone to help. Pre-registration is required. Contact Parish Nurse Lauren Smith at 
lsmith@mpumc.org. To register, contact Carmen Rivera at crivera@mpumc.org.

Caregivers Support Group, October 29, 11:30 a.m., room 105: Share the challenges and 
rewards of the experience. Contact Parish Nurse Lauren Smith at lsmith@mpumc.org.
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PACKING BAGS OF HOPE
By Julie Wentz

Today, we’re hosting our first ever food bag packing event. This year we will 
harness the momentum from the Rise Against Hunger program to feed scholars 
and neighbors in our backyard. Our newest School Partnership is with Marie G. 
Davis K-8 School, which is located in the Southside community. As many of you 
know, we have a longstanding relationship with our sibling church, South Tryon 
Community UMC, along with Brookhill Village and Southside Homes. When CMS 
rezoned school assignments 2 years ago, many of our kids who lived in Southside 
were moved from Sedgefield to Marie G Davis. With that restructure, we decided 
as a team and a ministry to move some of our resources to Marie G. Davis. Marie 
G. Davis is unique as a K-8 school. It is a Title 1 school where 100% of the scholars 
qualify for free breakfast and lunch. We learned from the team at the school and 
from other community partners  that many of our kids did not have access to 
enough food over the weekend. That is why we started this back pack ministry.

A ministry like this has been a vison and 
dream of Carol Burgess for several years. 
She has experience with a similar program 
at another school, and brought the idea to 
Marie G. Davis and the School Partnership 
Ministry team last summer. After a lot of 
conversation, planning, and praying, we felt 
called to create this ministry to ensure that 
our kids had access to something to eat 
over the weekend. If you have been by the 

Missions office anytime over the last few months, you will have seen the stacks of 
Mac and Cheese, Ramen noodles, Oatmeal packs, soup, fruit snacks, Vienna 
sausages, and cheese crackers. These nine items are sent home each Friday 
at the school. Let me please repeat that: Each scholar at Marie G. Davis, all 
496, take a bag of food home every Friday. It was both heartbreaking and an 
inspiration to see the scholars enter into the building on Monday morning and the 
first questions they had for school staff was, “Am I going to get a bag of food 
this week?” That sealed the deal for me. I know that, as large of an undertaking 
as this has been, we are in the right place, doing the right thing.

Many thanks to all of you who have donated your time, treasure, and talent to 
the ministry already. So many people have reached out to help. Our partners at 
Loaves & Fishes have been beyond generous with donating over 5,000 cans 
of soup. They have also been extremely kind with their time and expertise to 
answer any and all questions we have had.

I look forward to seeing many of you this morning. Again, thank you for your time 
to make this event a success. The goal is to pack 5,000 bags. After they are 
packed, come and see our ministry in action. We need help on Friday afternoons 
distributing  the bags. We will continue to need donations of time, talent, and 
treasure to continue the ministry. If you feel called to help in any way, please 
email me at jwentz@mpumc.org.

CONNECT WITH US!
Fol low us on socia l  media
@myersparkumc

Vis i t  our  websi te
w w w.myersparkumc.org
to find small groups, ways to 
serve and engage, how to give, 
and plug in with other members 
of our church!

OUR CLERGY
Dr. James C. Howell
Senior Pastor

Rev. Nathan Arledge
Pastor of Missions & Community 
Engagement

Rev. Taylor Barefoot
Pastor for Emerging Ministries

Rev. Jessica Dayson
Pastor for Young Adults & Lay 
Involvement

Rev. Uiyeon Kim
Pastor of Discipleship

Rev. Bill Roth
Pastor of Congregational Care

Rev. Nancy Watson
Executive Pastor

TALK WITH A PASTOR
A pastor on staff stands ready 
to respond to your question 
or concern. Those needing 
immediate pastoral help should 
call 704-376-8584 and follow the 
prompts to the pastor on call.
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