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TODAY

UPCOMING

Family Worship Day, today: There will be no Sunday School for children. Nursery 
and worship care will be available for children 8-weeks-old–not yet in kindergarten. 
Questions: Email Amy Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org.
Faith Ministry Presentation, today, 9:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall: Join us as Mexico-Faith 
Ministry leaders David Rodriguez and Colleen Cook talk about this life-changing ministry 
and our partnership with them. 
World Communion Sunday, today: On this special World Communion Sunday, 
we celebrate our partners around the globe including ministries in Kenya, Malawi, 
Mexico,  Zimbabwe, Brazil, Armenia, Costa Rica, Haiti, Puerto Rico, and Cambodia. If 
you’d like to be connected with these ministries, contact Nathan Arledge at
nathan@mpumc.org.
We Welcome David Rodriguez, Director of Faith Ministry Since 2008, today: David 
started working for the ministry in 2003 as the associate director after following God’s 
call from his hometown of Monterrey, Mexico, to the ministry’s headquarters in McAllen, 
Texas. Inspired by his parents, who started the Berea Bible Institute in Monterrey more 
than 50 years ago, David oversees all activities of Faith Ministry in McAllen and across 
the border in Reynosa and Miguel Alemán, Mexico. 
Blessing of the Animals, today, 2:00 p.m., Hopedale Lot: Join us as we pray for and 
thank God for the wonderful animals in our lives, and bless their furry, feathery, and scaly 
heads. Our children will sing “All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir.”
Forward Returns, today, 4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m., room 239: All 4th and 5th graders are 
invited to Forward this afternoon. Questions: Email Amy Harriman at
aharriman@mpumc.org. 
Youth Group and Confirmation, tonight, 5:45 p.m.-7:45 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Youth in 9th-
12th grades are invited to join us tonight. Dinner is $8.

Yoga and Prayer: Mondays, 9:15 a.m., Francis Chapel: Start your week with yoga and 
prayer. All ages and abilities are welcome as we join movement and faith. Questions: 
Taylor Pryde Barefoot at tbarefoot@mpumc.org.  A $5 donation is suggested; mats are 
available. 
Centering Prayer, Mondays, 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m., room 024 or Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.-
11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel: A beautiful chance to come as you are to learn and practice a 
form of wordless prayer alongside others. Questions: Rev. Uiyeon Kim at
ukim@mpumc.org.
Join Our Women’s Choir, Mondays, 10:45 a.m., Choir Room 141: Women’s Choir has 
returned to rehearsals, so now is a good time to join this fun ensemble for the fall season. 
Questions: Nancy Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org.
Pastors’ Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., room 108: Join Dr. James 
Howell as he leads us in “You Must Be Born Again: What the Bible says about Rebirth.” 
To make child care reservations, email Lisa Ross-Smit at lrsmit@mpumc.org.
How Has God Wired You to Serve?, October 8, 6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m., or October 21, 9:30 
a.m.-12:00 p.m., room 106: Register for a Wired 4 Ministry class to learn how to make a 
difference through your unique, God-given design. Registration and pre-class exercises 
are required. Contact Carol Tate at ctate@mpumc.org to sign up.
In God’s Image, October 8, 6:30 p.m., room 105: Our church is offering a gathering 
space for those who have been hurt by the General Conference’s adoption of the 
Traditionalist plan regarding same gender marriage and ordination. This group offers 
a safe and sacred space to share feelings, seek discernment, and receive support. 
Contact Bill Roth at broth@mpumc.org with questions. 
H.O.T. Wednesday, October 9, 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Join us for dinner at H.O.T. 
Wednesday. Our menu will be Turkey, cornbread dressing, gravy, cranberry sauce, green 
beans, salad, desserts, and ice cream. You may now register and pay online through Realm 
or make a reservation by phone at 704-376-5520, option 6 by end of day Monday.
Moms’ Meet and Greet, starting October 8, 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m., room 103: Join us for 
fellowship, faith development, and deepening relationships with other moms at MPUMC. 
Contact Rachel Heath at rachel.heath1@gmail.com.

Our Deepest Sympathy
James Edward Mortimer, son 
of Sandy Sanders and step son of Rick 
Gurunian, who died on September 30, 
2019. 

WELCOME
To Our Church !

We are the body of Christ, growing 
in faith and serving others.

REGISTER FOR THE 14TH ANNUAL 
WOMEN’S RETREAT, early bird 
registration now-December 14: This 
is a beloved time of fellowship and 
renewal for women of our church. The 
retreat is February 21-23 at the Caraway 
Conference Center. Double room $250/
single $280. Register on the website 
or contact Rev. Jessica Dayson at  
jdayson@mpumc.org. 

LABYRINTH, October 7-13, Monday-
Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Friday, 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., Saturday, 9:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m., and Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m., Francis Chapel: Schedule subject 
to change; please call 704-376-8584 to 
verify. October focus is Unity.

GET YOUR FLU VACCINE, October 
23, 1:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m., room 108: Join 
our Health Ministry Team as we partner 
with Walgreens to host our annual fall flu 
vaccination clinic. Vaccines are available for 
ages 14 and up. Some insurance plans are 
accepted. Questions? Contact Parish Nurse 
Lauren Smith at lsmith@mpumc.org.
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ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

UPCOMING CONTINUED

Serve Lunch at Center of Hope, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., Salvation 
Army Center of Hope: Prepare lunch for women and children at the Salvation Army 
Center of Hope at 534 Spratt St. To sign up or learn more, reach Suzanne Johnson at 
shj422@gmail.com. 
Sort Donations at Loaves & Fishes, 2nd Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Loaves & 
Fishes warehouse: We meet monthly at the Loaves & Fishes warehouse 648 Griffith Road, 
to sort donated food. Email Laura Weller at lauraoweller@yahoo.com with questions.
2020 ZOE-Kenya Mission Trips: Register today for either the January 21-30 or July 14-
23 mission trips. Our teams will visit ZOE in Maua, Kenya, to learn more about their orphan 
empowerment program. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/mission/zoe.
Costa Rica Spring Break Family Mission, register now: Join our April 13-20 mission 
trip (for ages 8 and up) to work alongside our ministry partners to construct buildings and 
strengthen relationships. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/costarica. 
Church-wide Packing Event, October 20, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Basement: For years we’ve 
gathered on a Sunday in October for Stop Hunger Now, but this year we’re making an 
impact closer to home. We’ll pack thousands of bags of food for Marie G. Davis scholars 
to take home each weekend to ensure they return Monday morning well-fed and ready 
to learn. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/food-bags to sign up.
Missions Survey: Our Missions Team wants to hear from you! Please take a few minutes 
to complete a short survey at bit.ly/mpumcmissionssurvey to help us better understand 
how you learn about opportunities to serve.

Young Adults and Families on the Farm, October 12, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., Wise Acres 
in Indian Trail: Join us for a corn maze, cider, and lots of fall fun! For more information and 
to sign up, go to the website. Details: contact Rev. Jessica Dayson at jdayson@mpumc.org.
Out of The Darkness Walk, October 12, Uptown: This is a walk to promote suicide 
awareness. We are partnering with Serving the City and will meet at the walk and help 
provide games and more. For more details, visit our website at www.mpumcyouth.org.
Medicare Part D Counseling, Open enrollment is October 15-December 7: Nick Beard, 
Jan Nomina, and Ron Knape will offer one-on-one counseling. If you have Medicare Part 
D coverage or will soon become eligible for Medicare, you may find this counseling very 
helpful. Bring your list of medications and dosages. Contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-
4818 for appointment dates and times.

Meet the Young Adults, October 17, 7:00 p.m., Olde Mecklenburg Brewery: Join us for 
conversation and a fun night out. Sign up with Rev. Jessica Dayson at  jdayson@mpumc.org.
Baptism Class, October 20, 9:45 a.m., Francis Chapel: This class will deepen your 
understanding of this Holy Sacrament. It’s an essential first step for those preparing for 
Baptism for themselves or their children (including those expecting or planning for a 
child). For child care, email lrsmit@mpumc.org.
Discover Myers Park, October 20, 11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel: Come learn about our 
church and the beliefs and practices of our denomination. There is no obligation to join 
and child care is available. Contact Jeanne Poole at jpoole@mpumc.org for details.
Fall Block Party, October 25, 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Parish Life Building Parking Lot: Round 
up your friends and neighbors, grab your tailgate chairs and picnic blankets, and head 
over to MPUMC for an evening of fun and fellowship for all ages. There will be a food 
truck, music, and bounce houses. Details: Amy Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org. 

Phanton of the Organ, October 30, 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary: Children of all ages, come 
in your Halloween costume for this annual concert. There will be plenty of music, sing-
alongs, movie clips and surprise guests.

JUBILEE PLUS! GIVING FUND,
throughout the year: Funds help support 
partners such as Council for Children’s 
Rights. Give to Jubilee Plus! online at 
myersparkumc.org/give year-round, or 
write a check to the church with Jubilee 
Plus! in the memo line.

WELCOME LEGAL ASSYLUM SEEKERS 
Sundays, 3:15 p.m., Greyhound bus station: 
Join us in a ministry of presence and 
hospitality here in Charlotte. Visit
www.myersparkumc.org/bus-station 
to sign up, or email Janie Reynolds 
at jreynolds12@carolina.rr.com with 
questions.

FOR THE LOVE OF READING, 
Tuesday or Thursday mornings, 9:00 
a.m.-10:00 a.m., starting mid-October, 
Marie G. Davis School: Encourage 2nd 
graders to develop a love of books 
and reading. You will be paired with 
a child to read together once a week. 
For more information, contact Amie 
Rucker at amierucker@gmail.com.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP, 
October 29, 11:30 a.m., room 105: Share 
the challenges and rewards of the 
experience. Contact Parish Nurse Lauren 
Smith at lsmith@mpumc.org.
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FAITH MINISTRY: A PARTNERSHIP OF WITH-NESS

Since 1994, Faith Ministry volunteers and mission work groups have built over 
2,000 houses for families in need. The cinderblock and cement houses they build 
provide families with the shelter, warmth, and security they need. Mission work 
groups spend a week in Mexico building a house alongside staff and volunteers, 
laying blocks and creating a home. 
 
Rev. Nathan Arledge shares with us about our partnership with Faith Ministry:
 
“One of the reasons that I love what Faith Ministry does, and said yes to serving 
on their board when I was asked, is because Reynosa receives a lot of Mexicans 
from Southern Mexico who are in need of jobs and place to live. These individuals 
are displaced. Reynosa exploded in growth, causing people to live in very poor 
conditions. Faith Ministry recognized the need and knew that they could do 
something about the issue in a holy and healthy way. Their ministry is done in a 
communal kind of way, focusing on being a ministry with individuals. 
 
The thing that I love the most about Faith Ministry is the level of investment that 
a family has in the building of their home. Each family is required to put in eight 
months of work. It takes one week to build the actual structure of the house and 
then another team comes in and puts the roof on the home, making it livable. 
For the remainder of the eight months, the people that will get the home work 
alongside other community members in Reynosa, building and developing 
relationships and community with people they’ve never met before. This process 
of being with others transforms the neighborhoods. 
 
Myers Park has been long time contributors to this vibrant ministry, from 
purchasing vans for them to helping them with their garden in a significant way. 
We just do a lot of work there. Faith Ministry goes beyond building homes to 
offer medical attention, nutrition, infant feeding, gardening, scholarships, sewing, 
woodworking, apprenticeships, music programs, and spiritual growth. Some 
people might think that they’ve outgrown their scope of building houses but it’s 
encouraging because now they’re able to meet people where they are to equip 
them to get jobs and improve their communal relationships. Food grown in the 
garden is taken to the nutrition program and feeds children who come in for care 
at the medical clinic so it’s a beautiful, intertwined relationship. 
 
Our partnership matters with them. It’s a great place for our youth to be in ministry. 
Our youth love Faith Ministry and their work in Reynosa. It’s a great place for them 
to connect well with each other. It’s important when we do mission to understand 
that we’re also developing close community with our own here. Our incredible 
leader that takes our youth to Reynosa, Jason Rhymer, intentionally pours into the 
students and the leaders. It’s one of the trips that they continue to talk about and 
that’s why it is also our college mission. Our groups want to go back together. We 
had interns there this summer because it’s such a holy place. You feel the power 
of God’s love happening right there and it’s transformational. The transformation 
piece is why we keep going and that’s why it matters to us. Our presence matters. 
Those relationships matter. Support Faith Ministry by giving to Jubilee Plus. Go 
online to faithministry.org and sponsor a child. Go with us on a trip. I’m happy to 
get you down there to see what this ministry is all about.”

CONNECT WITH US!
Fol low us on socia l  media
@myersparkumc

Vis i t  our  websi te
w w w.myersparkumc.org
to find small groups, ways to 
serve and engage, how to give, 
and plug in with other members 
of our church!

OUR CLERGY
Dr. James C. Howell
Senior Pastor

Rev. Nathan Arledge
Pastor of Missions & Community 
Engagement

Rev. Taylor Barefoot
Pastor for Emerging Ministries

Rev. Jessica Dayson
Pastor for Young Adults & Lay 
Involvement

Rev. Uiyeon Kim
Pastor of Discipleship

Rev. Bill Roth
Pastor of Congregational Care

Rev. Nancy Watson
Executive Pastor

TALK WITH A PASTOR
A pastor on staff stands ready 
to respond to your question 
or concern. Those needing 
immediate pastoral help should 
call 704-376-8584 and follow the 
prompts to the pastor on call.
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