Hospitality Parking

ENOUGH at MPUMC

Have you noticed the changes to
our parking lot designations? In
an effort to be more hospitable
and welcoming, the Jubilee Hall
parking lot has been designated
for those who need easy access
to the church entrance. This
includes seniors with difficulty
walking, and parents with arms
full. No changes have been made
to the handicapped spaces.
We’ve also designated some
visitor spots in the Hopedale Avenue lot. We encourage
you to begin using the Hopedale Ave. lot or take advantage
of our shuttle service located at Myers Park Traditional
Elementary, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue.
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Snapshots

Join us for worship as our new series “ENOUGH”
continues.
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Connect With Us!

New to MPUMC?

Looking for a way to find all the latest news, events,
announcements or publications? Follow us on social media

We’ve all been there. New to a church and not quite sure
what to expect or where to go - especially when it comes
to getting plugged in.
We now have a Sunday
School directory so that
you can find a class or
group to get connected
with. There’s also a handy
map on the back so you
can easily find where
rooms or meeting places
are located. Find an usher
or greeter to get your
copy. All are welcome!

myersparkumc

@myersparkumc

or visit our website at
www.myersparkumc.org

Our neighbors
in areas
including the
Bahamas, South
Carolina, and
North Carolina
have all been
impacted
by Hurricane Dorian. Now
it’s time for us to help them
rebuild.
Cash donations are the fastest
and most flexible way to help
after a disaster. Donate to our
disaster relief fund in one of
two ways:
- Online Through REALM
Select “Disaster Relief for
fund designation
- Write a check to the church
with Disaster Relief in the
memo line and put it in the
offering plate or mail to the
church.
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Cornerstone

myersparkumc.org
704.376.8584

At this time, monetary
donations are the biggest
need. We will continue to
update the church website
with additional ways to help,
should they arise.
Thank you for your concern for
our neighbors!

Love Without Borders: A Story About
Resiliency, Migrants, and Growth
by Sarah Gibson

I’m finding it difficult to know where to start. You see, I’ve been back from this pilgrimage
for a few weeks now and I’ve found myself continually processing everything I saw and
experienced. I have so many things that I need to share about my experience in McAllen,
TX at Catholic Charities Respite Center for legal asylum seekers. I’m desperate for the
world to know what I now know having been present, and I mean truly present, for 5 short
days with our migrant neighbors. If you had asked me a year ago if I would ever be at the
US/Mexico border assisting families fleeing to safety, I would have said no. I simply could
not have imagined it. How could I have anything to offer a population of people I knew so
little about, including how to speak their language? How could I be compelled by a people
with so many barriers between us? And yet, here I am, changed forever in a way that I have
thanked God for every single day since I returned to Charlotte.
I want you to know about how I saw resilience in the face of a dad
who had traveled from Guatemala with his 18 month old little girl.
Just the two of them. I want to tell you about the relief I saw deep
in his eyes when, through very broken Spanish and the help of
Google translate, I offered to watch his daughter so that he could
get a haircut. I want you to know about how a simple haircut and
fresh shave allowed him to regain just a little bit of dignity that had
been robbed of him, maybe by his travels, maybe while juggling
a baby by himself, or maybe while in detention. I want to tell you about the gift it was to
watch his sweet little girl blow bubbles with me, trusting me, a complete stranger, while her
father disappeared to shower since he finally had a little help. You should know about the
way she grabbed on to my hand, just like I was family, and held me close while she begged
for me to blow more bubbles on the already bubble soaked floor. I want you to know about
the tears that slipped down my face when I had to leave and could no longer hold her tiny
hand. That tiny little hand holds a piece of my heart still today.
In the first minutes of our time at the respite center, we were introduced to staff, informed
about what we would be doing, and were toured around the facility. We made note of the
hospitality center where legal asylum seekers were provided with basic toiletry items and
a bag to keep the items in, which very quickly became their only actual luggage. I noticed
the darkness of the room, the rows and rows of chairs that were set up to provide a resting
place for weary legs, the play area in the corner with foam mats and tiny tables and chairs,
and the windows that had to be blacked out in order to protect an already vulnerable
population.... Story continued on insert

Financial Update
Greetings to everyone.

Sunday Schedule
Sanctuary Services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Contributions to the church for the first six months of 2019 were $2,195,542, a 10.0%
decrease over the same period last year. The budget for 2019 is $5,993,138. Our
operating expenses increased 9.3% over the same time last year which combines for a
year to date operating deficit of $700,334, the largest operating deficit in recent history.
I would ask that everyone prayerfully consider their giving pattern and frequency to the
church over the balance of the year as we approach the end of summer and back to
school season.
Contributions to Jubilee Plus! for the first six months of 2019 were $212,185. This vital
outreach ministry depends on your financial support.
I look forward to reporting on the church’s nine months 2019 financial results in the
Cornerstone in October.
- Richard Wood

Calendar
Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study

Held at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in room 108. Each week, usually with multimedia, storytelling, and
art, we explore the Bible’s relevance to life and the world. Come when you can and bring a friend.

Young Professional Women

This is a new group meeting on Wednesdays, starting on
September 11. Meeting times are 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. in room
123. Join us to meet other women who are in their 20s and
30s. Details: Jessica Dayson at jdayson@mpumc.org.

Parenting the Love & Logic Way

Wednesdays, starting September 11-October 16, 6:30 p.m.7:30 p.m. Beth Person will facilitate this parenting class
designed to teach you practical techniques for taking better
care of yourself and getting more cooperation from your
children. $120 per family. Space is limited. Register online.

How Has God Wired You to Serve?

September 12, 6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. or September 30, 9:30
a.m.-12:00 p.m., room 106. Register for a Wired 4 Ministry
class to learn how to make a difference through your unique,
God-given design. Registration and pre-class exercises are
required. Contact Carol Tate at ctate@mpumc.org.

Habitat for Humanity Build

Starting September 14 in Grier Heights, we’ll begin joining
with Habitat for Humanity building homes for families in need.
No special skills necessary; training will be provided on site.
Visit www.myersparkumc.org/habitat to learn more.

Youth Server Training

On September 15 in the Sanctuary, 5th-12th graders are invited
to train to serve as Bible carriers, acolytes, and crucifers during
Sanctuary worship. Chidlren and youth should attend one of
the training sessions with a parent. Adults are also welcome
to train to serve. For more info, contact Bruce Lawrence at
bruce3@carolina.rr.com.

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality

On Wednesdays, starting September 18, Bill Roth and Lauren
Smith will offer two groups to choose from: 10:30 a.m. or 6:30
p.m. The groups are limited to 12-14 persons and offer a safe place
to explore the connection between our emotional and spiritual
health and well-being. Classes run from September 18-October
30. To register, email Carmen Rivera at crivera@mpumc.org.

Middle School Awanita Retreat
September 20-22. Join us for hummer rides, lakeside
activities, and mud pits. Register online at
www.mpumcyouth.org.
8th grade Confirmation Youth are already registered)

Parenting Through the Phases
Sunday, September 22, 10:00 a.m.-10:40 a.m. in Jubilee
Hall. Join us for the first in a monthly series of coffee and
conversation that will focus on different developmental
phases in a child’s life. A panel of experts will be on hand
to answer questions and offer tips. This month’s session:
Kindergarten/1st Grade.

For the Love of Reading

Tuesday or Thursday mornings, starting September 24, 9:00
a.m.-10:00 a.m. at Marie G. Davis School. Encourage 2nd
graders to develop a love of books and reading. You will be
paired with a child to read together once a week. For more
information, contact Amie Rucker at amierucker@gmail.com.

Lily Pad Haven Info Sessions

On September 29, from 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. in room 107. Come
for the first two hours to learn about human trafficking in the
Charlotte area and stay until 5:00 p.m. to learn about volunteer
opportunities. You can sign up at
www.myersparkumc.org/training-lily-pad.

September Collection

Theme is Books Build Houses. On Sunday, October 20, 9:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m., we’ll be making an impact closer to home.
Our goal is to pack 10,000 bags of food for Marie G. Davis
students. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/food-bags to
learn more.

Submit Your Original Art

We are looking for art that engages with the worship life
here at Myers Park for each series we journey through as a
church. All skill levels and mediums are welcome. Contact
Rev. Taylor Barefoot at tbarefoot@mpumc.org for more
information and submission details.

Jubilee Plus! Giving Fund

Funds help support partners such as Lily Pad Haven, which
supports women who have been victims of human trafficking.
Give to Jubilee Plus! year-round oinline or write a check to
the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line.

Love Without Borders: A Story About
Resiliency, Migrants, and Growth
...continued from front page //
And it was hard not to notice the
loudness of the speakers that were
calling migrants to the counter where
an individual would help them book
their flight or bus fare to get to their
host family. As we crossed through
that room to the next area, I saw a
line of migrants waiting to get fresh
clothes and shoes. I noticed how the
shoes they were wearing were being tossed in a garbage can
because they were no longer salvageable. I observed how
each person that I locked eyes with was very quick to return a
smile to me. And not just any smile. The kind of smile that hits
you in your soul. One that you know comes from a place of
weariness yet is genuine and pure.
And then there was Dominic. As we crossed into the final room
of the center, one that is set up cafeteria style to accommodate
hot meals for a large crowd, I noticed his tiny body sleeping on
a table. As a mom of two, the sight stopped me in my tracks.
No more than fifteen minutes in and I was already a puddle. I
thought about what it might take for me to move my boys from
the home we know, in a place where we are supported and
loved by family and friends, to a place where the language
barrier is real and the welcome is missing. I let that truth sink in
to the depth of my core and I allowed the emotions that came
with those thoughts to wash over me. I allowed myself to stay
there, feeling those emotions in their entirety.
Collecting myself required walking into the large storage area
upstairs that was well stocked with things like snacks, used
clothing, diapers, baby wipes, socks, and stuffed animals.
This space was clearly critical to the entire operation. It was a
place we would frequent if we were out of supplies downstairs
and needed to replenish. Or if we needed to find a quiet spot
to spend a few minutes. Or if we needed to let ourselves fall
apart.
I found that the back of the room had a good fan and wasn’t
frequented by many so I chose to leave my tears there. I
found Dominic once he woke up from his nap. “Hola”. I said
to his dad confidently. My confidence was gone the second
he replied in Spanish. Thankful, again, for Google translate, I
reluctantly asked his dad a few questions. “Where have you
traveled here from?” “Honduras.” he tells me. I quickly
learned that every family I interacted with came from the
Northern Triangle-Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador.
Countries that are riddled with crime, violence, and corruption.
I wondered how long he had been traveling, but I wasn’t
prepared to hear him say eight weeks. My mind was full of
questions. I wanted to know how they were doing mentally,
emotionally, physically, and spiritually. So I asked but before
he could type his response into my app, he placed Dominic
in my arms. “We’ve battled many hunger diseases and
have had a very difficult time until now. But our God
is so faithful and good. We are alive.” I didn’t feel like I
had adequate words to respond so I tried my best by offering
something like “You need to know that you are loved and
I’m thankful to have met you.” Dominic was sick, as most
of the little ones were. I spent time holding him, giving him
water, and cleaning up after him when he got sick. His dad and

I hugged each time we saw each other, and his mom did her
best to hold back tears while she nursed her sick son.
I never knew who I was going to see with each new day. The
respite center is a very temporary stop, providing showers, hot
meals, and a safe place to rest for 24-72 hours before families
are on their way to their host families. The transiency of the
center made for an emotional ride as bonds were formed and
then families left for the next leg of their journey. Our team
shared story after story of the emotional investment and the
ups and downs that came with knowing that we would likely
never see our newly made friends again. So, we ended our
time in McAllen, not quite sure what life would look like after
we returned to Charlotte. We knew our perspectives likely
wouldn’t be the same. We also knew we needed rest and time
to process.
But the strangest thing happened when I returned. I found
myself unable to rest. I needed to do more. So, I found a group
that was offering the gift of hospitality at the bus station, a very
active ministry at MPUMC, and offered to help. I stood at the
bus station, holding a sign that said “Welcome Migrants” in
Spanish, and I patiently waited as migrants exited the bus to
come and receive food and care items. I can’t remember what
happened to the sign that I was holding that night because
the most powerful moment of the entire trip for me happened
in the following moments, after my return to Charlotte. The
first face coming off of the bus was one of those friends from
the respite center that I thought I may never see again. The
moment we made eye contact, the tears began streaming
down both of our faces. My new friend embraced me as
though I was her family, throwing both arms around me and
refusing to let go. Could this really be? A familiar face to her,
a face that had offered love, without borders, waiting for her
outside of the bus station in the place that she will now call
home.
Friends, I hope that you will spend time in prayer about our
ministry in McAllen, TX and about the ways we are serving
here in Charlotte. It’s my hope that God will continue to stir
in our hearts through our leaning in to be present with our
migrant neighbors. Maybe you’ve read this story and you have
questions. Please ask them. Rev. Nathan Arledge would love
to continue the dialogue with you. Maybe you feel led to go.
We’ve got a trip leaving soon. Or maybe you can’t go but you
can help in Charlotte. You can learn more about all of the ways
in which Myers Park UMC is responding at
myersparkumc.org/border-response/.

Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by
so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels
without knowing it.
- Hebrews 13:2

Passages

Interns in Reynosa, Mexico - Ben

In Memory

John Shepley “Jack” Schofield III, husband of Jo Schofield, and father of John and Mary Lee Schofield IV, who died
September 1, 2019. // Jack Allen Green III, brother of Carol Green, who died August 24, 2019. // Mildred Smith, mother
of John and Lauren Smith, and grandmother of Evan, Brady, and Jackson Smith, who died August 19, 2019. // James William
Corbett, Jr., father of Murray Corbett, who died August 19, 2019. // Helen Robbs Tate, sister of Jewel Warlick, aunt of
JJ and Warren Holshouser, and great-aunt of Sarah and Catie Holshouser, who died August 17, 2019. // Verna Bontrager,
grandmother of Janelle and Jason Martin, and great-grandmother of Jude and Jonas Martin, who died August 15, 2019. //
Stephen “Randy” Randolph Layman, brother of Cathy and Scott Bortz, uncle of Cooper, Addison, Adelle, and Hayes
Bortz, who died August 11, 2019. // Jane Harrell, niece of Erin and John Stubbs and cousin of Charlie, Teddy, Caroline, and
Henry Stubbs, who died August 5, 2019. // Mary Anne Hood Pearce, mother of Phil and Sandy Pearce, who died August
4, 2019. // Frank Hugh Edwards, father of David C. Edwards and Mark A. Edwards, who died August 2, 2019. // Thomas
Nelson Lawson, brother of Susan and John zumBrunnen and uncle of Jack zumBrunnen, who died July 31, 2019. // Ruth
“Patsy” Moser Sumner, mother of Stacy and John Jesso, who died July 28, 2019. // Ann Chaplin McNinch, mother
of Blair McNinch and Bo McNinch, who died July 27, 2019. // Sandy Patton, cousin of Rose Spinks and Dov Spinks, who died
July 27, 2019. // Junius Royal “Jay” Judson II, husband of Lauren Davis Judson, father of Davis and Virginia Judson, and
son-in-law of Georgia Davis, who died July 25, 2019.

Babies

Wylder Thomas Martin, son of Brad and Addie Martin, grandson of Chan and Virginia Martin, and nephew of Anne
Martin, Jim and Heidi Martin, and cousin of Aviana Martin, born on August 31, 2019. // Levi Murphy Stines, son of Lauren
and Daniel Stines, and brother of Ronan Stines, born on August 22, 2019. // Piper Grace Caison, daughter of Megan and
Chris Caison, and sister of Lilah Caison, born on July 23, 2019. // Hunter “Wells” Dillon, son of Stephanie and Jeff Dillon,
grandson of Don and Vickie Payne, and nephew of Whitney Player, born on July 21, 2019. // Lucas Patrick DeWeese, son
of Amanda and David DeWeese, brother of Nolen DeWeese, grandson of David and Jan Kirkpatrick, great-grandson of Arlyene
Armstrong, born on June 15, 2019.

Parting Words for Heidi Giffin: Thank You
Last month, we said farewell to a dear friend and fellow ministry
leader, Heidi Giffin. Heidi has been a vital part of our Children’s
Ministries serving as Assistant Director over the past few years,
and is now moving on to higher education. This Fall, she is a
professor of English at Queens University, and we couldn’t be
prouder of her and her accomplishment. Dr. James Howell
expressed, on our behalf, kind parting words :

new opportunity and send our very best wishes with her.
She is a gifted educator and Queens is fortunate to have
her full-time. Please join me in congratulating Heidi on
her new opportunity as well as expressing gratitude to her
for all the hard work and heart she has put into Children’s
Ministries for the past three years.
- Dr. James Howell

It is with a mixture of sadness and joy that
I share with you that our Assistant Director
of Children’s Ministries, Heidi Giffin, has
accepted a full-time faculty position at
Queens University. Her last day in an official
capacity will be Sunday, August 25. We
are blessed that although Heidi will no
longer be on staff, she and her family will
Dr. Howell
still worship at MPUMC and be involved in
many ways for years to come.
While we are sad to lose Heidi as a valuable member of the
Children’s Ministry team, we are excited for her wonderful

In July, our Youth Ministry traveled to Reynosa, Mexico
- partnering with our friends at Faith Ministry. We had
incredible youth along for the ride, and we were extremely
blessed to see them being the hands and feet of Christ
while there. We also caught up with two of MPUMC Youth
graduates, who were interning there for the summer.
Skyler Burris and Morgan Brumfield, who are both in
college now, sat with High School Youth Associate Jason
Rhymer to discuss their experiences with Faith Ministry
and what compelled them to continue serving the people
of Reynosa.
Jason
Tell us about your experiences, background in our
church, and what led you here.
Skyler
I was always involved in youth at MPUMC. I went to
Sunday School all the time in middle and high school. I
also went on almost every mission trip that was offered
and loved it every time. Of all the places we went, Mexico
was definitely the most important place to me. And when I
had the opportunity to come here for an extended period
of time, it just seemed kind of obvious to me.
Morgan
There was a period of time where I wasn’t involved in
any church life at all, but I had a bunch of people in my
life who were talking about how they had done mission
trips and they absolutely loved it. When I found out my
church was doing a mission trip here, I was like “Okay,
sign me up.” I went into it without really any expectations,
and everything about it just opened me up to so much
more love - especially regarding the words of Christ. I
absolutely loved my first time coming here and it’s left
such an impact on me. So, I’ve been twice before now
with MPUMC and now I’m a summer intern. I still have the
option, since I just graduated high school, to come a week
with our church group or for one month as an intern. I
chose one month. Getting to stay for an extended period,

you get to become so much closer to the community and
ministry, and I absolutely love it!
Jason
What made you say yes?
Skyler
I’m a planner, so I just knew that this was A. a great
opportunity, and B. I might not have quite as much time
to do this in the future, so I just really thought about it.
And I realized ‘you know what?’ there’s a reason I’ve been
thinking about this so much. I really contemplated it and
I was trying to decide if I should go, and thought ‘God is
obviously putting this in front of me so that I’ ll go.’ I’ d keep
thinking about it and when I’ d think about something else,
I’ d keep going back to it. Then I thought I might as well
go! I had intended to come for three weeks, but when I got
here, I decided to extend my stay for a whole month.
Morgan
I feel that every time I come down here, I love it so much and
then I have to leave. It’s this five day amazing experience
and then I’ d have to leave. The idea of an extended stay
was very appealing to me because I’ d actually be able to
enjoy more of my time here. It was intimidating thinking
about staying for a long time as well, but it’s flown by so
insanely fast. I can’t imagine a better way to be spending
my time right now, because I’m about to start my freshman
year of college and this has been the perfect way for me to
just remind myself what I want to do with my life and put
me in a good space before starting college.
Jason
Skyler and Morgan, we’re really grateful for you and
we’re super proud of you. You’re inspring a lot of youth
to go to the next level in their faith, especially as they go
into college. Thank you.

Carol Tate Is Keeping Us Wired 4 Ministry
Putting your faith into action is at the very heart of our
Christian calling. We’re called to serve others, in ministry,
by being the hands and feet of Jesus in the world. God
uniquely created or “wired” each of us for ministry – a
place where you’ll find meaning while others benefit from
what only you have to offer. At Myers Park UMC, you don’t
“fit” the ministry, the ministry “fits” you. Wired 4 Ministry
is a 2-1/2 hour class that provides you with an opportunity
to better understand your gifts and to use those gifts to
get engaged in ministry, both at our church and in your
everyday life. Liz Vadner Leeuw shares with us about her
experience with Wired 4 Ministry:

Carol helped us discover our own unique gifts, as well as
our children’s gifts. She also showed us how to: transform
those gifts into blessings for our families, utilize our gifts to
be disciples of Jesus in our everyday lives, and find ways to
connect with God even in the most mundane tasks.
Learning one’s spiritual gifts at any stage in life can help
you create a place where you’ ll find increased meaning and
connection. Plugging into service or ministry is an option
after taking Carol’s class, but isn’t required.
We owe a big thanks to Carol for teaching us how we are
uniquely wired to connect with God and others.
Hugs,
Liz

Heidi Giffin

Our New Moms group was delighted to receive a special
Wired 4 Ministry class with Carol Tate, MPUMC’s Spiritual
Gifts Consultant. Carol has an amazing ability to take the
ordinary fibers of your being and identify them as spiritual
gifts. In this season of motherhood, it was refreshing to be
reminded that with our own unique gifts, we are sowing
seeds now to reap later.

There are two opportunities in September for you to take
the class: September 12 from 6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. and
September 30 from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. To learn more
and register, visit our website at
myersparkumc.org/engage-serve/wired-4-ministry/

