Martin Joins Staff Full-Time, Garfield Retires
Trinity Martin, who has been serving in
this role on an interim basis, has formally
joined our Music Ministries staff as Director
of Handbells, Youth and Children’s Music.
She has more than 20 years of experience
in music ministry.
Previously, she served at Elon Community
Church in Elon as Director of Handbells,
Trinity Martin
Youth and Children’s Music. She also has
served as Director of Music at Sedge
Garden United Methodist Church in Kernersville, NC and at
Summerfield United Methodist Church in Summerfield, NC.
Trinity is married to Steve Martin, a lawyer and talented
musician in his own right. Together, they have three
daughters: twins Gen and Evy, and Harper.

Ken Garfield, former Communications
Director here at MPUMC, has officially
retired after 12 years of service.
Previously, Ken has written for sources
such as the Charlotte Observer and
Charlotte Magazine as both religion writer
and freelancer.
Ken Garfield
My calling now is to tell the stories of congregations,
nonprofits, and other righteous causes in annual
reports, magazines, news release, books, and online. In
other words, I am a freelancer writer!
We are grateful for Ken’s time here and wish him the best in
his next chapter.
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Race Forward Into With-ness
In 2017, Myers Park UMC formed a relationship with
Hood Theological Seminary. Ensuing conversations and
brainstorming culminated in the development of an
accredited course on Mission, 21 Century in Your Backyard,
co-led by Pastors Nathan Arledge and Otto Harris of St.
Mark’s UMC. They share this about their experience:
“On behalf of Hood Seminary and of St. Mark’s UMC, I
am grateful to have had the opportunity to co-teach this
class and to witness this leg of the journey connecting
the seminary to the parish and the parish to the seminary.
Myers Park served as a fertile seedbed to explore “being
with,” and “incarnation,” and “mission in our backyard.” I
am certain that our time together will bear much fruit with
our students and in our relationships, as it has done in
me.” –Rev. Otto Harris
“The class provided an opportunity to grow a relationship
between Otto and myself. Further, we demonstrated, by
co-facilitating, what ministry with really looks like. It was
our prayer that our teaching would offer our students a

pathway into listening well to the communities where
they serve to see generational impact occur. Simply, it
was a joy.” –Rev. Nathan Arledge
In addition, we are pleased to report that Pass the
Peace Feasts (PTPF) was the recipient of a grant
from the Foundation of the Carolinas. PTPF brings
together black and white youth, adults, and police
officers to share meals and conversation with a goal
of understanding that each participant can say “you
matter to me.” More than 200 youth, adults, and police
officers have shared in this very positive experience.
The two congregations and the UMC Western Carolina
Conference have underwritten the PTPF costs. Church
members Ron Knape and John Clarkson worked with Rev.
Harris to complete an application for the competitive
Act On Grant award. After peer review by a communityled grant committee, PTPF was one of 16 programs
selected to receive funding in 2019, an award of $1000.
- Ron Knape & John Clarkson
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Snapshots

A Note From Rev. Taylor Barefoot

On June 30, Rev.
Barbara Barden,
Pastor of Lay
Involvement
retired after
serving our
congregation
for 9 years. With
deep love for us
and our community, Barbara has
shared a few parting words:
There are no words to
express my gratitude for all
of your best wishes and many
expressions of love. The
cards, emails, encouraging
words, and hugs shared as I
approached my retirement
are now all part of the
cherished memories from
my 19 years at Myers Park
UMC. Then, today, I received
your love offering. I am truly
humbled and speechless.
Thank you.

Greetings Myers Park UMC! I have gotten to meet some
of you, but for those of you I haven’t met, my name is Taylor
Pryde Barefoot and I am your new Pastor for Emerging
Ministries. My first month at Myers Park has been wonderful.
This is an incredible worshipping community to be a part of
and I am so excited by the ways in which the Spirit is moving
in this place.
As a recent seminary graduate, you assume your first
appointment will have many “seminary didn’t prepare me for
that” moments. I will be honest, I have had many “seminary
didn’t prepare me for that” moments this month, but not for
the reasons I thought it would. Seminary prepared me for a world in which the
church was dying, and that ministry would be discouraging and hard. Seminary
did not prepare me for the frequent experience of awe of all ways the church is
not dying here at Myers Park. Seminary did not prepare me for Sunday School
leaders that are passionate about scripture, counter-cultural fellowship, and
mission. Seminary did not prepare me for people sharing intimate relationships
who vehemently disagree on major political issues. Seminary did not prepare me
for Holy Spirit filled sanctuaries with “only” the summer music. Seminary did not
prepare me for MPUMC.
School could not prepare me for the inspiring work of working with a congregation
so eager to worship and serve God faithfully. I feel so blessed to be serving here,
and I am so excited to be one of your pastors. Hope is here!

I am confident that the
days and years ahead will
continue to offer me many
opportunities to serve. Thank
you for all the many ways
that you graciously loved
and helped me to grow,
preparing me for this next
way of being and serving. I
am also confident that God
is continuing to prepare and
call each of you to meaningful
ministry. I look forward to
hearing how Myers Park UMC
continues to be the hands
and feet of Christ in Charlotte
and around the world.
-Barbara Barden

Sunday Schedule
Sanctuary Services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A Word From Rev. Jessica Dayson
I want to thank you for such a warm welcome I have received
over the past few weeks. It has been a joy getting to meet
so many wonderful people and learn about the numerous
beautiful ministries here at Myers Park. How fantastic it
is to see so many lay people involved and to see how the
church provides opportunities like the Connect Ministries
and Wired 4 Ministry to assist you in discerning how God is
calling you to serve.
As I step into the role of Pastor for Young Adult Ministries
and Lay Involvement, I am encouraged to see how many
young adults are active and involved in this congregation.
We are on the cusp of, what I think, will be another reawakening and revival within
the church. Young adults are a crucial demographic that has been missing from
church in recent history, but now we see young people who want to be a part
of something that is making a difference in the world, to be a part of something
that is beyond themselves, something that is about sharing this bountiful love
and grace that could only come from God. I see Jesus in how young adults desire
to be connected with one another. I see Jesus in how young adults LOVE to eat
together and share time around a table, whether it is in their homes with kids
running around everywhere, a table at a local brewery, or in the coffee shop. I see
Jesus in young adults willingness to serve at the local nonprofits after long days
of work, volunteering at Marie G. Davis, and gathering as groups in our church to
share life with one another. Young adults are not just the future of the church, they
are embodying the church here and now.
My hope is, over the next month, to have more opportunities to specifically
connect with this demographic, get to know you, and see how we can discern
together how God might be calling us into ministry. If you are a young adult and
looking to meet others and get more involved, I hope you will check out the young
adult page on the website and join us for some of the upcoming events!

Calendar

Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study
Held at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in room 108 of the Parish Life Building. Each week is an
independent entity. No need to sign up, join us and bring a friend!

Father Gregory Boyle

Middle School Back-To-School Bash

Join us August 5 at First UMC in Uptown as we welcome
Father Gregory Boyle to Charlotte. Homeboy Industries is
the most successful gang intervention, rehab, and re-entry
program in the world. To learn more, visit our site at
www.myersparkumc.org/gregoryboyle.

On August 25, kick-off the year with inflatables, water games,
funnel cakes, Italian ice, a climbing tower, a slip n’ slide, a gaga
ball pit, and the wheel of swag. Grab a friend and prepare to
have fun and get wet!

Singer/Songwriter Camp

August 25, Children’s Sunday School resumes after a summer
break. Elementary children should bring their backpacks to
Sunday School for the Blessing of the Backpacks service in
Jubilee Hall.

Open to students age 14-18 interested in the art of composing
music and lyrics. Camp dates: August 12-16, 9:00 a.m.-2:00
p.m. Cost: $199. Financial support available. Register online
in Realm. Questions: Natalie Secrest at nataliesecrest@yahoo.com.

Rising 9th Grade Lock-In/Lock-Out

Blessing Of The Backpacks

Back-To-School Service

On August 16, we will start at the church then head to our
first destination. From there you pick what happens. This is a
great way to start off your High School Youth adventure.
Register online at www.mpumcyouth.org. Cost: $40.

Join us on August 25 at 5:30 p.m. in Frances Chapel for our
back to school service. We will pray, sing, and celebrate the
gift of education. This worship service is beautiful, moving,
and helps set the tone to how we want to enter into the
school year. Feel free to invite friends and neighbors.

Rising 6th Grade Urban Plunge

Register for Fall Small Groups

On August 17, are you ready to plunge into youth group
missions and make a difference in our community?
Register at www.mpumcyouth.org. Cost: $40.

Watch here and at www.myersparkumc.org for details and
the opportunity to sign-up for small groups beginning the
week of Labor Day, September 2.

Charlotte Pride

Children and Youth Ensembles

As we try to be present to and with all people in our city,
we will take part in this year’s Charlotte Pride Festival
along with many other churches and businesses. Join us
August 17 as we share the gift of hospitality and serve
communion to demonstrate beyond our walls that “Hope
is Here.” To learn more and sign up, visit
www.myersparkumc.org/pride.

Sign up your rising kindergarten through 12th graders for
choral and handbell ensembles on Realm. Rehearsals will
begin in September. Questions: Trinity Martin
tmartin@mpumc.org.

Youth Flamingo Banquet
Join us August 18 for a family kickoff to the new school year.
Featuring a BBQ dinner, videos of the summer mission trips,
and exciting announcements about fall programs. Wear pink
or your most colorful summer outfit! Register online at
www.mpumcyouth.org by August 11.

Transition Sunday
On August 18, rising sixth graders will be recognized in the
8:45 Church in the Round service and rising kindergarteners
will be recognized in the 11:00 service in the sanctuary as
they prepare to move to middle school and elementary
school. Questions: Email Lauren Stines at lstines@mpumc.org
or Amy Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org.

High School Back-To-School Bash
On August 24, kick-off the year with slides, Hubee D’s food
truck, volleyball, and everybody’s favorite - Marco Polo. Grab a
friend and start spreading the word. Located at Foxcroft East
Pool.

Deep South Pilgrimage
Join us on October 23-26 as we journey with a diverse
group of Methodist churches following the footsteps of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and others. Register by August 7 at
www.myersparkumc.org/deep-south.

Men’s Shelter Monthly Meals
Prepare and serve a meal at the Men’s Shelter of Charlotte
with a team of church members for about an hour and
a half. Days to serve are the first Wednesday or the
second Tuesday at varying Men’s Shelter locations. To
learn more, email Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org.

All The Time
Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around
the world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund
year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/give or
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the
memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail to the
church.

What’s Ahead for

05

07

09

• MPUMC Presents
Gregory Boyle
*first umc

• Final Day
Register For The
Deep South
Pilgrimage
*online

• Final Day
Register For
Singer/Songwriter
Camp
*online

16

17
		18

• YA Post Gregory
Boyle Discussion
*pizzeria sapienza

August
Continue to the reverse for
further detailed events.

10-14

15

• Border Experience
*mcallen, tx

• Young Adult
Social
*wooden robot

17

• Rising 9th Grade
Lock-In
*youth building

• CLT Urban Plunge
Rising 6th grade
*register online
• Charlotte Pride
Hospitality / serve
*uptown charlotte

18

20

24

25

30

• Flamingo Banquet
Youth Kick-Off for
new school year
*jubilee hall

• YA Lunch Meetup
Grab lunch and join
*well fargo atrium

• Marriage Matters
Worskshop
*room 108

• Kickoff Sunday
Begins
*parish life bldg

• YA River Jam
Young Adults Social
*white water center

• Back To School
High School Bash
*foxcroft east pool

• Organ Concerto
Concert
*sanctuary

• Transition Sunday
Rising 6th grade
*sanctuary &
jubilee hall

22
• Faith Girls /
God’s Guys
rising 5th grade
*room 239 / 240

• Back To School
Service
Service for students
*sanctuary
• Back To School
Middle School Bash
*church parking lot
• Blessing of The
Backpacks
Elementary Students
*jubilee hall

Passages

Seniors In Kenya: ‘Divine Providence’

In Memory

Babies

Amelia “Amy” Lyons Esteras, sister of Alice Rothrock and
aunt of Leeland Rothrock and Whitney Wellborn, who died
July 14, 2019.
Earl “E.B.” Lewis, father of Joyee Dunaway and
grandfather of Rush, Lewis, and Bennett Dunaway, who
died July 14, 2019.
Sandra Johnson, mother of Jan Nomina and grandmother
of Jessica Haley and Justine Corbett, who died July 14,
2019.
William “Bill” C. Moore, husband of Harriet Moore, who
died July 10, 2019.
Cheryl Raye Clark Brown, wife of Steve Brown, mother
of Meredith Tye, and grandmother of Neely Grace and
Murphy, who died on July 9, 2019.
James Edward Meyer, partner of Hal Via, who died on
July 5, 2019.
Ralph William Gable, father of Charles Gable, Nancy
Gable Rolland, and Evelyn Rohrer, who died July 5, 2019.
James G. Dalton, Sr., brother of Rufus Dalton, and
brother-in-law of Gwin, who died on July 3, 2019.
William Hill Orders, grandparent of Lindsey Henson, and
great-grandfather of Jack, Tee, and Eloise, who died on
July 3, 2019.
Wallace Harding Henson, father of Tom Henson,
grandfather of Andy, Breck, Jackson and Blair, and greatgrandfather of Jack, Tee, and Eloise Henson, who died on
July 3, 2019.
Richard Lee Sigmon, father of Rick, grandfather of Lee,
Alison, Ashley Sigmon, Samantha, Olivia, and Wesley
Parrella, and great-grandfather of Henry, Griffin, Walker
Sigmon, and Luke Brown, who died June 25, 2019.
Bob L. Pruitt, step-father of Bari Hunt, grandfather of Gregory,
Andy, and Stephen, and great-grandfather of Sam, Max, Olivia,
Layla, Harper, and Holden, who died June 15, 2019.

Claire Warren Leighty, daughter of Kim and Scott
Leighty, granddaughter of Kathy and Rick Poe, sister of
Dennis Leighty, niece of Richard Poe and Jill Regenthal,
and Meredith and Duncan Martin, cousin of Tripp Poe,
Kate Martin, and Ginny Martin, born on July 19, 2019.
Richard “Tripp” Strickland Poe III, son of Jill and
Richard Poe, Jr., grandson of Kathy and Rick Poe, nephew
of Kim and Scott Leighty and Meredith and Duncan
Martin, and cousin of Dennis Leighty, Kate and Jenny
Martin, born on July 12, 2019.
Camryn Whitley Arledge, daughter of Molly and
Nathan Arledge, sister of Carter Arledge, and niece of
Mandy and Jonathan Davis, born on July 2, 2019.
Allenia Symone Maness, daughter of Alleia Maness,
sister of Addie and Abigail Maness, and granddaughter
of Richshala and Marese Maness, born on June 26, 2019.
Oliver Mills Hartman-McIntosh, son of Maggie and
Sally Hartman-McIntosh, and grandson of John and Ann
McIntosh, born on June 15, 2019.
Wyatt Oliver Mahon, son of Caroline and Reilly Mahon,
grandson of Wyndy Rorie, nephew of Will and Hailey
Rorie and cousin of Liam Rorie, born on May 19, 2019.
Addison Clark and Evelyn James Keiger, daughters
of Bridges and Zach Keiger, granddaughters of Donna
Jones and Rick Handford, nieces of Lee and Ashton
Cobb, and cousins of Owen and Lydia Cobb, born on
April 17, 2019.

Bulding Homes, Relationships in Reynosa
The recent youth mission trip to Reynosa, Mexico was lifechanging for both our youth volunteers and the families that
they were serving. On this trip, a group of high schoolers
and adult volunteers served the community of Reynosa by
building homes, forging relationships, and ultimately learning
to be the hands and feet of Christ to a world in need.

but it also became a place where we all felt we could be our
best selves as servants of Christ. Our trip to Reynosa was lifechanging for everyone and we know that three more families
will have roofs over their heads and that our church youth
will forever have the memories of serving in the wonderful
community.

On June 18th, a group of seven
seniors and two adults set off on
their pilgrimage to Nairobi, Kenya.
They stayed at the Divine Providence
Training Center where Kenyan pastors
are trained called, Camp Chemi Chemi.
Over the course of about two weeks
they visited a United Methodist
Church, Strong Tower Orphanage,
Lake Naivasha, the slums of Kibera, Ngong Hills, an elephant
sanctuary, a boarding school, the Maasai Mara (safari), and
the giraffe center.

I fell in love with the country and the people. From the many
chapati I ate to all the handcrafted Maasai jewelry I got to try
on; the memories I made in Kenya are beyond words. The
God I worship in Charlotte, NC is the same God my fellow
friends in Kenya worship.
God looks at us all the same. This was evident as we sang
Praise the Lord by Daniel Bashta and translated it to Swahili,
with help from the Kenyans. We sang this almost every place
we went, teaching the children the english chorus as we
mastered the Swahili rendition.
The chorus reads, ‘Praise the Lord, Oh my soul rejoice, For
his love is strong, And his mercies are never ending.’ These
words embody the spirit of our pilgrimage.
- Lucy Person

Mountain T.O.P. - Friendship, Service, and Worship
On June 22, a collection of our high school youth set out
for a service adventure at Mountain T.O.P. located in
Coalmont, Tennessee. Mountain T.O.P. ( Tennessee Outreach
Project) is an incredible organization that provides missions
opportunities for youth and adult volunteers virutally all year
long, and each year, MPUMC Youth journeys there, ready to
serve, worship and build new relationships.
Throughout the week, our youth had the privilege of serving
children who are in need, as well as creating bonds with
them that extend out of Grundy County. Other churches and
organizations were there serving along side one another,
which fostered strong bonds and friendships.
The following are some of their sentiments from Mountain
T.O.P.:

- Boone Foster

My experience in Mexico was an amazing time, to say the
least. Our group had the opportunity to build three houses, as
well as pour three roofs for various families living in Reynosa.
The task was tough, but our group made the hard work and
heat fun and enjoyable. The impact we were able to make for
the three families soon to be living in Casa #21, #22, and #23
was truly awesome. However, what struck me was the impact
they were able to leave on us. Not only did the trip allow
us to come and help the people and community in Reynosa,

To learn more about our youth program, contact Director
of Youth Ministries, Lauren Stines at lstines@mpumc.org.

Mountain TOP has given me the opportunity to create bonds
and touch the lives of kids who may be struggling in Grundy
County. In addition, this mission trip allows me to create
friendships with people from churches all over the country. My
life has been touched by the activities and worships we have
done and have allowed me to learn more and strengthen my
faith.
- Reese Wells

My experience at mountain top is always incredible and every
time I go I learn so much more about my faith and who I am
as a person. At mountain top you meet so many people who
are so loving, fun, and care for you so much. I love mountain
top and will never forget my time there.
- Will Damesek

