
Send news of your graduate to bbrooks@mpumc.org -
name, parents’ names, school, degree, and future plans.

Connect With Us!
Stay up to date with all the latest news, events, and more 
by connecting with us. You can connect via our website at
www.myersparkumc.org, or via social media: Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter!

We are delighted to 
celebrate the work that 
our church continues to 
do with ministry partner 
Loaves & Fishes to furnish 
groceries for those in need. 
As the nonprofit’s 2018 
Impact Report shares, we 
contributed 3,666 pounds 
of groceries in 2018. That 
is a ton and a half! Thanks 
to everyone who drops off 
canned goods and more 
to the bin in the lobby of 
the Parish Life Building. 
Donations are welcome 
throughout the year. Thanks, 
too, to church member Jen 
Rothacker for delivering 
the goods to the Loaves 
& Fishes warehouse. A 
group of us regularly sorts 
groceries at the warehouse. 
We were proud to host 
the Luncheon of Hope 
that drew 350 to Jubilee 
Hall. The gathering came 
at the start of the summer, 
Loaves & Fishes’ busiest 
time, when school is out 
and more children are in 
need. Our church family has 
always done its part. May it 
continue to be so.
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MPUMC Youth Serving In Amazing Ways, Places

Celebrating Graduates, Connect With Us                         

Myers Park UMC Delegates 
Elected At Annual Conference 

We rejoice with and continue to hold close our youth who 
are serving with our neighbors around the globe this summer. 
We currently have 9 youth and adult chaperones in Kenya, 
22 high school youth and chaperones serving with Mountain 
T.O.P. in Tennessee, and will send a group of youth and adults
to Reynosa, Mexico on July 14.
 

Freedom School is under way, offering our congregation the opportunity to build 
relationships with 80 children and youth. In the language of this powerful ministry, they 
are all scholars – enjoying a summer of reading, character-building exercises, field trips, 
and more.

Our church-sponsored Freedom School takes place at Marie G. Davis School, and 
runs weekdays through July 25. Church member Susan Gardner Scott, who is helping 
coordinate this year’s effort, offers this first week’s report:

“We started our week with a group prayer for good classroom behaviors, staying positive 
and overall blessings to have a great start of Freedom School.  The first Harambee 
(morning rallying time) was upbeat and energetic, even though we didn’t have all of our 
scholars here yet. Overall, it’s a great start to the summer. We’ve had positive reading 
with our Level One scholars and lots of new volunteer readers, thanks to a push from 
Atrium.

Getting more people signed up to read with scholars is a necessity. We’d like to have 
25 volunteers on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, from 10:45 to 11:50 a.m. Please 
sign up on our volunteer hub at www.myersparkumc.org/freedom-school. We have a 
few other opportunities available as well. We need to find volunteers to pick up Second 
Harvest Food Bank bags that we hand out to scholars each Friday. Questions? Reach me 
at sgsphotography@gmail.com.” See you at Freedom School.

Lay and clergy delegates from across Western North Carolina met June 20-23 for their 
Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska.

The election of delegates to the next General Conference, to be held in May 2020, 
occupied much attention. Our church family will be well-represented, as James Howell 
was elected a clergy delegate, and Havaleh Havelka was chosen as a lay delegate. Darryl 
Dayson, husband of our new pastor, Jessica, was elected as a clergy delegate also.

We then elected delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference in July 2020, where we 
elect bishops. In addition to James and Havaleh, Uiyeon Kim was elected as a clergy 
delegate, and Sandy Hieronymus and Megan Jones were elected as lay delegates. We 
do not believe any church has ever had five delegates elected. Myers Park plays a crucial 
role in the leadership of our conference and denomination.

A petition to be sent to the General Conference to remove the “incompatibility” language 
from the Book of Discipline (that “the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching”), after vigorous debate, was supported by the conference. Also, a 
resolution rejecting the Traditionalist Plan approved by the General Conference earlier 
this year was affirmed. Many, even most conferences across the United States have done 
the same, recognizing the harsh, exclusive spirit of the Traditionalist Plan.

A $16 million budget was approved, along with other business. The ceremony 
recognizing clergy retiring is always moving. For us, this year, Barbara Barden of course 
was honored - as was Sydnor Thompson III, who grew up in our church. Saturday’s 
service remembering clergy and spouses who have died in the past year was deeply 
emotional. Rev. Tom Sigmon and Rev. Doug Beard of our congregation were included, 
and their families comforted. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, our other new pastor, was licensed 
as a local pastor, as was her husband, Cade Barefoot.

Freedom School Is In Session

Jack Pridgen
Son of Jamie and Gene Pridgen, graduated from Wake Forest 
University School of Law. He’ll spend the summer studying 
for the Bar Exam. He’s accepted an offer at Charlotte law 
firm, Milazzo Webb Law. 

Griffin Smith, Gray Smith
Mary Frances Gray shares news of two grandsons, Griffin 
Smith and Gray Smith, sons of Sally and Eric Smith. Griffin 
earned his Master of Science degree in Analytics from N.C. 
State. He will work as a Staff Consultant with Ernst & Young 
in New York. Gray earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
information Science from UNC-Chapel Hill. He’ll work for 
Vanguard in its Technology Leadership Program in Charlotte.

Sheppard Wilson
Fred and Betty Lou Newcomb share news of their grandon, 
Sheppard Wilson. He graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, MD., and is an Ensign in the Navy. He 
will go to Naval Base in Coronado, CA. in October for SEAL 
training. He is the son of Laurie and Tom Wilson.

www.facebook.com/pg/myersparkumc

myersparkumc

@myersparkumc

http://www.myersparkumc.org
mailto:sgsphotography@gmail.com


Throughout June
Donations of casual shorts, short-sleeved shirts, and
deodorant are welcome in the Parish Life lobby bin
for men in the Rebound substance abuse recovery
program at Charlotte Rescue Mission. Details: Kathryn
Melton at kathryn.r.melton@gmail.com.

Now–July 26
Freedom School is under way at Marie G. Davis
Global Leadership Academy, located near South Tryon
Community UMC. Plan to serve once or multiple times.
We especially need D.E.A.R. readers. Visit
www.myersparkumc.org/freedom-school or email
Susan Scott at sgsphotography@gmail.com to learn more.

Thursday, June 27
Curious about the next steps as our city tackles the
affordable housing crisis? Join us at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee
Hall to hear from the executive director of LISC. LISC is
partnering with the City and Foundation to manage the
$50M Housing Trust Fund. Questions? Reach Mary Kelly at
mary.mf.kelly@gmail.com.

Sunday, June 30
Join us at noon in Jubilee Hall as we celebrate the ministry
and friendship of Rev. Barbara Barden upon her retirement.
A love offering is being taken. Please make a check out to
the church with Love Offering in the memo line.

Sunday, July 7
James and Lisa Howell invite young adults to a drop-in
social at their home between 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to
greet one another and meet our new two new clergy, Jessica
Dayson and Taylor Pryde Barefoot. Food and beverages
will be provided at this casual outdoor event. RSVP and
note the address at bit.ly/youngadultsocial. While we love
children and welcome them to church events, this one is not
set up for little ones.

Sunday, July 14
Enjoy fellowship and a cool treat at Popsicles On The
Playground at 10:45 a.m. on the church playground. Details:
Katharine Willis at 704-295-4804 or kwillis@mpumc.org.

July 16-August 2
A book study to discuss The God Who Sees: Immigrants,
the Bible, and the Journey to Belong will be at 6:30 p.m.
on three successive Tuesdays in the SouthPark mall
food court: We’ll explore the author’s journey and
immigration journeys throughout the Bible, and work
of the local and federal government as it relates to
addressing immigration. For questions or to sign up,

reach Missions Intern Deirdre Austin at
daustin@mpumc.org.

July 29-August 2
The annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes
youth in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of
100% Chance Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Youth will sing, dance, act, and make sets and
props. Cost is $225. Financial assistance is available.
Register online in Realm. Details: Nancy Hamff at
nancy@mpumc.org.

Monday, August 5
Join us at on August 5, 6:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church as we welcome Father Gregory Boyle,
of Homeboy Industries, to Charlotte. Homeboy
Industries is the largest and most successful gang
intervention, rehab, and re-entry program in the world
and has become a model for other organizations and
cities. To learn more about our event, visit 
www.myersparkumc.org/gregoryboyle.

August 12-16
Register through August 9 for a singer/songwriter camp,
from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., focused on the art of composing
music and lyrics. Cost is $199. Financial support is
available. Register online in Realm. Questions? Reach 
Natalie Secrest at nataliesecrest@yahoo.com.

Sunday, August 25
Music Ministries’ Jimmy Jones and Evan Wesley Currie
will perform the organ concertos of Howard Hanson and
Josef Rheinberger with a chamber orchestra at 7:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary. This is a free event - no tickets required.

October 23–25
The Fall Bible Retreat at Lake Junaluska in the N.C.
mountains features Rev. Nancy Watson presenting
ENOUGH – The Economy Of God. Cost is $220 for a
single room and $375 for a double room with a $75
deposit due at registration. Deadline to sign up is
September 15. Learn more and register at
www.myersparkumc.org.

All The Time
Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around
the world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund
year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/give or
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the
memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail to the
church.

Calendar 
Dr. Howell’s Bible Study
Dr. Howell’s Bible study will resume on July 17 in room 107 of the Parish Life Building. No need 
to sign up, join us and bring a friend! 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/freedom-school
mailto:sgsphotography@gmail.com


Vacation Bible School: Maira,
Melissa and Violet

Amid the lessons, fun and games of Vacation Bible School, 
not to mention the joyful noise produced by almost 330 
children and 100 volunteers, a beautiful story unfolded.

Nine-year-old Violet Jesse was one of 17 third-graders in 
her VBS class. Martians, they were nicknamed, in keeping 
with the theme, To Mars And Beyond. Violet’s teachers? 
Her mom, church member Melissa Jesse. And her mom’s 
mom, Maira Deering. Three generations, finding a new 
way to bond with one another and with God.

Melissa and Maira have been teaching VBS together for 
four summers at our church. Maira, who lives near Tampa, 
Florida., comes up for summer vacation, always at VBS 
time. Last summer, she taught seven-year-old grandson 
Jack. This summer it was Violet’s turn to be taught by 
Mom and MiMa, as she’s lovingly known around the house.

Melissa is a nurse practitioner. Maira teaches first grade 
back home. Still, Maira lets her daughter take the lead at 
VBS. “This is my vacation time,” she says. “I just follow 
orders.” Whomever takes the lead, the experience is 
special for everyone, including MiMa (oops, Maira). “It’s 
a time for me to bond with them, and see my daughter 
in a different light, and see her faithfulness and my 
granddaughter’s faithfulness. I must have done something 
right.”

This summer was more special than usual.

Al Deering – Maira’s husband, Melissa’s dad and the kids’ 
granddad – passed away from cancer last September. He 
was 65. “Me teaching my child and having my mom in there, 
too?” Melissa says. “It’s pretty special.”

Me teaching my child and
having my mom in there, too?

It’s pretty special.

VBS 
Astronomical
Numbers!



          This summer I went to Chicago on the middle school 
youth trip. Most of what we did was service in different 
communities. We did five hours of service every day.  
Although it may sound tiring and long, it wasn’t. It felt like 
we were only there for an hour. But in that five hours we 
were at our work sites I learned so much!

My biggest take away from the trip was just to be grateful 
for what I had. We only took public transportation all week, 
which takes forever to get to where you need to be. This 
made me thankful we had our own car at home. We waited 
for two hours for pizza in the freezing cold rain and I just 
thought about the people who had no choice but to do this 
without the promise of food at the end. 

This trip to Chicago has been one of the best trips I have 
ever been on

- Caitlin Young

 

          During the first week of summer, 21 middle school 
youth and chaperones traveled to West Chicago to 
serve alongside DOOR Network. The week was filled 
with mission projects that spanned from gardening and 
weeding to organizing God’s closet and working at a food 
pantry.

We traveled by foot and public transportation (buses 
and lines) to get to our work sites, which was difficult but 
opened our eyes to the life some people live daily. Every 
day, lunch was minimal but helped us learn about the 
experience of living in the Chicago food desert.

Throughout the week, youth, and chaperones alike formed 
relationships and learned more about what it means to do 
justice and to have a seat at the table, which was our theme. 
The highlight of my week was meeting Mr. Michael, who 
was the founder of Eden’s Place, which is an educational 
garden for the community he lives in. Despite the limited 
resources and heart failure, he maintains the garden daily 
and says he will continue this mission that God has called 
him to. He inspired us all to be an ally and to make change.

Evening activities were filled with guest speakers, games, 
and discussions about social justice. Chicago showed us 
the hurt of the world, but it also gave us hope and a fire to 
make a difference in the world and Charlotte!

- Sarah Yoss, Middle School Youth Associate

A great new offering at the 9:45 service 
each Sunday in the Sanctuary: Our 
church is now providing an interpreter 
(American Sign Language, or ASL) for 
our deaf and hard of hearing friends. 
Please share this new ministry with 

friends and neighbors who might 
benefit from it.

In addition to offering ASL interpretation, the following 
services are also available:

• Wireless receivers with earphones in the sanctuary for all 
services and events. These are designed to amplify sound in 
the part of the spectrum that is most affected by hearing loss, 

and can be very effective in restoring speech intelligibility. 
Ushers in the narthex are able to assist those who would like 
to use one of these units. 

• Induction loop system in the floor of the sanctuary and 
balcony. This system allows those with hearing aids that are 
properly equipped to receive the audio directly into their 
hearing aids, without the need for any other equipment. 
Often there is an external switch on the hearing aid to 
activate this feature. Those with questions regarding the 
compatibility of specific hearing aids should contact their 
audiologist.

Passages

Enhancing Worship For Our Deaf &
Hard of Hearing Friends

Being The Hands & Feet In The Windy City

In Memory  
Gaston Hemphill Gage, Sr., husband of Jane Gage, 
father of Gaston, John and Stephen Gage, and 
grandfather of Hill, Lawson, McRae, Cole, and Harris, 
who died on June 10, 2019. Jay Allen Carroll, father 
of Jay Carroll, and grandfather of Holden, Emma Cate, 
and Shep, who died on June 6, 2019. Bettye Jean 
Boone, mother of Nell Parker, and grandmother of 
Margaret and Mary Grace, who died on June 10, 2019.
Jesse Dalton “J.D.” Higgins and Miriam Juanita 
Higgins, parents of Bill Higgins and grandparents of 
Hayden, Ford and Gentry, who died on June 15, 2019.
William Bristol Cheek, brother of Sharon Garfield and 
brother in law of Ken Garfield who died on June 20, 2019.

Babies  
Eloise Lee Henson, daughter of Lindsey and Andy 
Henson, sister of Jack and Tee, granddaughter of 
Barbara and Tom Henson, niece of Breck Henson, 
Jackson Henson, and Blair and Kaley Henson, born 
on June 11, 2019. Mary Lewis Poe, daughter of 
Emily and Thomas Poe, and granddaughter of Ken 
and Joy Poe, born on June 10, 2019. Evelyn Rose 
Ehmann, daughter of Kevin and Michelle Ehmann, 
granddaughter of Libby Jones Ehmann, niece of Ashley 
Elizabeth Ehmann, born on May 24, 2019.

Weddings  
Elizabeth H. Smith and Bryan Daniel Johnson, 
married on June 8, 2019, at the church.

Earlier this month, the United Way of Central Carolinas 
announced a sizeable investment into communities that 
span across the city of Charlotte and its neighboring 
counties. The overall investment totals over $26 million, 
impacting over 100 programs and initiatives that are serving 
their communities. A substantial portion of the investment 
($17.7 million) went to United Neighborhoods, Unite 
Charlotte, and Impact Grants programs, all of whom focus 
on strengthening neighborhoods and bolstering economic 
mobility.

We are excited to celebrate with Brookhill Community 
Resource Center, a recipient of a $25,000 United Way 
grant. Debbie Williams, Executive Director of the Brookhill 
Community Resource Center, along with our own Lisa 
Howell, worked collectively to write and submit the grant 
request. 

“I’m very proud of the work that Debbie and Lisa did in 
order to get the grant written,” said Rev. Ray McKinnon, 
senior pastor of South Tryon Community United Methodist 

Church, “I’m also incredibly grateful for the partnerships 
we have, such as that with Myers Park UMC, that are fully 
invested in the success of our neighbors in Brookhill.” 
Rev. McKinnon shared that a portion of the grant will go 
toward continuing education for Debbie, allowing her to 
attend Duke University’s Non-Profit Management Program. 
Additionally, the funds will support marketing efforts around 
the community to share about how the resource center can 
help its neighbors.

“This grant is investing in Debbie – in people leading 
this work. It’s not a flash in the pan. It will increase the 
Brookhill Community Center’s capacity to do good in this 
neighborhood,” said Rev. McKinnon. Indeed, the grant 
will go toward sustainability and longevity for Brookhill – 
something that is truly a gift from God.

Brookhill Blessed, Invested In


