
As you make your way to 
church this holiday season, 
we invite you to bring canned 
goods and nonperishables for 
Loaves & Fishes food pantry. 
People going without enough to 
eat in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina? It’s enough to trouble our 
soul. We collect for Loaves & 
Fishes all year round in the bin 
by the front desk in the Parish 
Life lobby. What better time 
to fi ll it to overfl owing than 
December, when our pews 
are fi lled to overfl owing as we 
celebrate the wonder of Christ’s 
birth. Sad but true: Between 
Th anksgiving and the new year, 
Loaves & Fishes will feed 9,000 
people, nearly half of whom are 
children. So next time you’re 
at the grocery stocking up 
for a holiday dinner, fi ll a bag 
for Loaves & Fishes. You can 
also sort food donations from 
9:00 to 11:30 a.m. the second 
Wednesday of each month at 
the Loaves & Fishes warehouse 
at 648 Griffi  th Road. Email 
Laura Weller at lauraoweller@
yahoo.com. Turn inside and 
read about our middle schoolers 
and Loaves & Fishes.

Vol. 49, No. 23 ~ December 5, 2018

Snapshots

Sanctuary Services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am

Church In Th e Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

myersparkumc.org   
704.376.8584

Sunday Schedule

Cornerstone

1501 Queens Road
Charlotte, NC 28207

www.myersparkumc.org

(USPS No. 074680)
is published bi-weekly by

Myers Park United Methodist Church
1501 Queens Road

Charlotte, NC 28207

Periodicals postage paid
at Charlotte, NC
POSTMASTER

Periodicals
POSTAGE PAID

Charlotte, NC
USPS No.

074680

• God And Sports. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 7, in Jubilee 
Hall, Dr. Howell will present a multimedia program with stories 
from baseball, basketball and the Olympics. He’ll talk about 
great movies such as Chariots of Fire, and address such ques-
tions as:  How do we think spiritually about competition and 
rivalries? What can sports teach us about church and God? 
Should NFL players take a knee?

• I’m Still Here. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 14, in Jubilee 
Hall, Austin Channing Brown will explore how to be the 
church, and how we learn about ourselves and grow as we learn 
about and care for our community. She is the author of I’m Still 
Here. Visit www.austinchanning.com, where she writes: “Th is 
is a space intended to support the work of justice and reconcili-
ation. Within these pages (of her website) I hope you will fi nd 
great tools, meaningful conversations, and faithful collabora-
tors who will walk beside you as we all seek the shalom of our 
communities.” 

• An Evening Of Americana Music. At 6:30 p.m. Sunday, 
January 27, in Jubilee Hall, Martha Bassett and her band will 
present a concert and share how they see God and the life of 
faith in secular music. Band members include Sarah Howell-
Miller, daughter of James and Lisa Howell. Learn more at www.
marthabassett.com. From the website: “Martha Bassett was 
raised on the bluegrass and gospel of her native West Virginia 
farmland…Her musical inspiration moves through swing, jazz, 
folk, country and rock…”

• A Riff  Of Love. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 4, in Jubilee 
Hall, Greg Jarrell of ministry partner QC Family Tree will 
present a program based on his book, A Riff  of Love – Notes 
On Community And Belonging. Greg will talk about QC Family 
Tree’s work in the Enderly Park neighborhood of west Charlotte 
and play the saxophone as he links music, faith and ministry. 
Learn more at www.qcfamilytree.org or www.gregjarrell.com.

UNIQUE PROGRAMS COMING EARLY IN 2019

Francis Chapel is due to reopen by December 19. Installation of the 
gently used pipe organ that will sound forth at weddings, funerals, 
preschool worship and special musical off erings is scheduled to be 
fi nished in early 2019.

Once construction is complete, you will be able to walk the per-
manent labyrinth installed in the fl oor of Francis Chapel. At least 
one week a month, whenever the church is open, you are welcome 
to participate in this meditative form of prayer and transforma-
tion. Use the guided meditations and resources available inside the 
chapel or walk in your own manner, following the single path in and 
then back out.

Here’s an opportunity to support the Francis Chapel labyrinth: 
You are invited to donate $150 for a tile for the labyrinth. All do-
nors’ names will be recognized on a plaque in Francis Chapel. Bro-
chure with order forms are on a display table outside Francis Chapel 

in the Parish Life lobby. Complete the form and return it with your 
check to Myers Park United Methodist Church (attention Saribeth 
Dozier) at 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte NC 28207. Checks should 
be made out to the church with Labyrinth in the memo line.

Look for more on all this in the Cornerstone and at www.myerspar-
kumc.org/contemplative. Questions on the labyrinth? Reach Rev. 
Uiyeon Kim at 704-295-4840 or UKim@mpumc.org.

• Your fi nancial contribution to the church must be received by 
the church or postmarked by December 31, 2018. Checks can 
be placed in the off ering plate, mailed to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207 or dropped off  at the church. Please note: 
Th e church will close at 1:00 p.m. Monday, December 31. You 
can also make a gift  at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

FRANCIS CHAPEL ORGAN, LABYRINTH
AND HOW WE CAN HELP

Church member Barbara Cribbs shares how Myers Park 
United Methodist Church has made a diff erence in her 
life, and in the lives of others. Make A Diff erence is the 
theme of the campaign to support the church in 2019, 
including our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund. Please fi ll out 
and return your Estimate Of Giving card as soon as you are able. Put it in the Sunday off ering plate, 
drop it off  at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207. You can also make a commitment, and give, at www.myersparkumc.org.

Making a diff erence has been part 
of our lives from the time my 

late husband, Dave, and I moved into 
the fold of Myers Park United Method-
ist Church. At fi rst, we joined to make 
friends in our new city. We quickly 
discovered that the many opportunities 
to serve became a perfect fi t. Our three 
children grew up with a call to serve 
others through youth programs. Dave 
and I grew along with them as youth 
counselors and on world outreach and 
other committees.

Years later, I was invited to help launch 
Care Teams. I could not have known at the time that we would need our own team when Dave 
was struck by cancer. When the time came, the call to organize a Care Team for him was met 
with a rousing response of men who showed up ready and willing. Th is was joyful time for 
us, and a respite for me. Dave passed away months later. I still rejoice in having had a team of 
wonderful men that provided movies, lunches out, a football game and, most of all, the com-
monality found through our conversations.

Today, I volunteer with Refugee Support Services, which off ers us the chance to grow beautiful 
friendships with those new to our country.

Our church welcomes all to help make a diff erence. Will you join us?

Building the treasure of a good foundation for the future.
– 1 Timothy 6:18-19

‘WILL YOU JOIN US? ’

Please turn inside or to www.myersparkumc.org for the complete calendar of Ad-
vent services, activities, and opportunities for outreach. Note our Christmas Eve 

schedule of services: Noon and 2:00, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. Our Service of 
Hope and Consolation for those suff ering a loss at the season is at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
December 10, in the Sanctuary. Do you have a hurting friend or neighbor? Tell them 
about this tender gathering. Isn’t this the time to make a donation to the charity (or 
charities) that touches your heart? Our Christmas Eve off ering will go to our school 
partnerships and missions partner ZOE in Kenya. Wherever your holiday travels take 
you – to church, the airport, a neighbor’s drop-in, the mall and more – keep an eye out 
for those in the shadows, those for whom the light doesn’t shine. You be the light.

Have a question about any slice of holiday church life? Call 704-376-8584 or reach Direc-
tor of Communications Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

HOLIDAY THIS AND THAT…

Barbara Cribbs and her grandchildren at
Th anksgiving. And Jackson, the pooch.



THROUGHOUT DECEMBER
• Donate new and gently used winter coats and other cloth-

ing in the bin in the Parish Life lobby for Crisis Assistance 
Ministry.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18
• Th e Caregivers Support Group meets at 11:30 a.m. in 

Room 105 in the Parish Life Building, off ering all a chance 
to share the rewards and challenges of caring for a loved 
one. Newcomers are welcome. Details: Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2019
• Th e H.O.T. Wednesday meal and fellowship returns to 

Jubilee Hall from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2019
• Give blood in the Youth Building Gym.

FEBRUARY 8-10, 2019
• Th e 13th annual Women’s Retreat at Caraway Conference 

Center near Asheboro will explore Encounter – Th e Every-
day Art Of Worship. Leading the program will be Megan 
Argabrite, our Director of Worship and the Arts. Cost is 
$210 double or $250 single. Charter bus transportation is 
available for another $30. To learn more or register, visit 
www.myersparkumc.org/women. Questions? Reach Rev. 
Barbara Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2019
• Rev. Bill Roth and counselor Bronah Livingston lead a 

Marriage Matters seminar from 9:00 a.m. to noon in Room 
108 of the Parish Life Building. Th is meets the premarital 
counseling requirements for those getting married at our 
church. Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or
crivera@mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME
• Th e church needs van drivers to pick up and return folks to 

the Aldersgate retirement community on Sunday morn-
ings. You’ll pick up residents in time for 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
School and return aft er the 11:00 a.m. service. Reach Rev. 
Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

• Each Th ursday and Friday night from December 1 to 
March 31, the church off ers warm meals, beds and fellow-
ship for homeless neighbors. Th ere are many opportunities 
for individuals, families and groups to participate, such as 
driving the van, preparing and serving a meal, and staying 
overnight. Reach Greg Wells at 704-338-4662 or greg@
willisengineers.com.

• Donate to our relief fund for hurricane victims at www.
myersparkumc.org/disasterrelief or write a check to the 
church with Disaster Relief in the memo line and put it in 
the off ering plate, drop it off  at the front desk or mail it to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207.

• Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around 
the world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund year-
round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a 
check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and 
put it in the off ering plate or mail to the church.

• Let the church know when you or a loved one is in the 
hospital, has had a baby or faces a sudden need. Call 704-
376-8584.

• Join the team that meets the second Wednesday of each 
month from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Loaves & Fishes ware-
house at 648 Griffi  th Road to sort donated food. Details: 
Laura Weller at lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

Calendar 
DR. HOWELL’S WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
Dr. Howell leads a weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look on 
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. James 
will lead us in a closer look at Christmas Stories In Th e Bible at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 5 and 12. Details: james@mpumc.org.



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 12
• Dr. Howell explores Christmas Stories In Th e Bible at 

11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of the Parish Life 
Building. Details: james@mpumc.org

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7
• Th e UMAR Arts Holiday Sale hosted by the agency that 

serves the intellectually and developmentally disabled is 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. outside Jubilee Hall. Shop can-
vases, pottery, plants, quilts, jewelry, scarves and more, all 
handmade by UMAR artists.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
• Kneeling At Th e Manger is at 4:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. 

As the narrator reads the story of Christ’s birth, children 
of any age are invited to dress as their favorite Nativity 
character.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Th e Service of Hope And Consolation at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary off ers those suff ering a loss or other challenge 
a chance to light a candle and share in the fellowship.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 17
• Revs. Nathan Arledge and Uiyeon Kim host a book 

discussion on Home For Christmas: Tales of Hope and 
Second Chances by Justin Coleman. Classes are 11:00 a.m. 
to noon in Room 106 of the Parish Life Building. Email 
nholmes@mpumc.org to reserve a book.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
• Lessons & Carols at the three Sanctuary services features 

the Chancel Choir, Chamber Singers and da capo Brass. 
Church In Th e Round off ers Christmas In Word And Song 
with Scripture readings, music and visuals.

• Moravian Love Feast hosted by youth at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary with buns, spiced tea, candles and music.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
• Family Worship Sunday. No Sunday School for children. 

Worship care for eight weeks old through those not yet in 
kindergarten.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE
• Noon, Jazz Service, Jubilee Hall.
• 2:00 p.m., Carols and Candlelight Service, Sanctuary.
• 4:00 p.m., Church In Th e Round Service, Jubilee Hall.
• 6:00 p.m., Carols and Candlelight Service, Sanctuary.
• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Communion Service, Sanctuary.
• 11:00 p.m. Candlelight and Communion Service, Sanctuary.
• No child care on Christmas Eve. Th e 6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 

p.m. services will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.
org. Th e Christmas Eve off ering will go to our school 
partnerships and mission partner ZOE in Kenya. Write 
a check to the church with Christmas Eve Off ering in the 
memo line. Arrive early and enjoy quiet time. 

DECEMBER 25-26 
• Church is closed for Christmas. Th ose in need can call 

704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
• Blended services in the Sanctuary at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 

a.m. only. No Sunday School for children. Worship care 
for eight weeks old through those not yet in kindergarten.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2019
• Church is closed on New Year’s Day (we close at 1:00 p.m. 

December 31). Th ose needing help can call 704-376-8584 
and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019
• Epiphany Party for Grades K-1 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in 

Jubilee Hall. Donations of baby items go to Baby Bundles.

THIS AND THAT
• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of a 

loved one? Reserve a poinsettia for $14 at www.myerspar-
kumc.org. Deadline is Th ursday, December 6, to be listed 
in worship bulletins for the Lessons And Carols services 
on Sunday, December 16. Details: Peg Broughton at peg@
mpumc.org.

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of a loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door for 
$30 or inside the Sanctuary for $50. Place an order at 
www.myersparkumc.org. Deadline is Th ursday, Decem-
ber 6, for listing in Lessons And Carols.

• No shuttle bus on Christmas Eve. It runs every Sunday.
• Children’s Ministries’ free devotional – Emmanuel, God 

With Us –  is around the church. One per family, please.
• Th e Goodness Gracious! gift  shop in the Parish Life lobby 

is open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, December 8, 15 
and 22.

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY



Passages THE ADVENT DEVOTIONAL…
TWO STORIES FOR THE SEASON

As always, the Children’s Ministries Advent devo-
tional is fi lled with lovely stories, refl ections and 
artwork. Here are two off erings from this year’s 
booklet – titled “Emmanuel, God With Us” – from 
Director of Music for Children and Youth Brian 
Childers and Director of Communications Ken 
Garfi eld. Copies of the devotional are available 
for free around the church, one per family, please.

Brian Childers:
Madge And Jesus

On a cold, rainy day, I was preparing for a 
rehearsal when a mother and her three-

year-old child burst into the choir room. Mom 
couldn’t contain herself. If she didn’t tell some-
one about what just happened, she looked like 
she might explode…

Mom had just left  the house to pick up her little 
girl from preschool. Along for the ride was 
their wonderful dog, Madge. Mom left  the car 
running while she stepped out to gather her child and speak to her 
teacher. In the seven seconds she was out of the car, the door closed 
on its own and Madge leapt to the window, inadvertently stepping 

on the LOCK button with her 
paw. Mom and daughter were 
standing in the rain, outside of 
the running car. No spare key. 
No remote entry. What was Mom 
to do? With the right amount of 
sweet talk and encouragement, 
Mom lured Madge over to the 
door and somehow found a way 
to get her to put her front paw 
in the right place. Th e auto-
matic window rolled down. Mom 
reached through and unlocked 
the car. Madge went from villain 
to hero. Mom had a priceless 
story to share.

We, the people of God, have a great story to share, too, the best of 
all stories. We should be bursting onto every scene, so excited with 
the news that we cannot contain it. Eloquent or stumbling, fl uent 
or fumbling, the story of Christ come to earth spills out of us at 
Christmas. Shepherds are quaking. Angels are singing. Cattle are 
lowing. Hear the good news: Jesus Christ is born!

Ken Garfi eld:
Hanukkah And Christmas

Growing up in Woodmere, N.Y., we couldn’t 
wait for Dad to arrive home from his 

Manhattan offi  ce so we could light the Hanuk-
kah menorah. We’d gather around the kitchen 
table and light one candle each night, for all 
eight nights of Hanukkah. Th is year, the fi rst 
night was December 2. Why eight nights? Mi-
raculously, that’s how long the oil in the temple 
lasted, off ering enough light for the Maccabees 
to repair the temple that was defi led by their 
oppressors.

Th ose eight nights gave Jewish kids bragging 
rights over their Christian friends, who could 
only claim one Christmas morning worth of 
gift s. On the fi rst night of Hanukkah in our 
house, we’d get a cool toy or new baseball glove. 
On each of the next seven, Mom and Dad gave 
us gelt (Yid-
dish slang 

for money) – a humble 25 cents 
apiece. All of our whining – Steve 
Finkle on Oak Street gets way 
more than that! – never changed 
a thing. Looking back, I’m glad it 
didn’t, for Hanukkah in our house 
off ered the greatest gift  of all: Th e 
light of Hanukkah connecting us 
with generations of loved ones 
before us.

A half-century later, the lights on 
the Christmas tree shine in the 
Garfi eld home. I remain Jewish. 
But Sharon and I decided long 
ago to raise our kids as Chris-
tians. Matt and Ellen and their families appreciate Dad’s faith. And 
I appreciate theirs, and the Christmas traditions we celebrate to-
gether as a family, and the love that rises above one faith or another, 
warming us all in God’s name.

Eva Stuart Deel, a sixth-grader at Alexander Middle School, shares a 
recent exercise in sacrifi ce and compassion by middle schoolers. Eva is 
the daughter of Nancy and Barry Deel. Visit www.mpumcyouth.org to 
learn more about Youth Ministries.

I recently joined 23 other middle school youth in a 24 Hour Fam-
ine. Th at’s how long we fasted while serving the community and 

learning about hunger. Many of us have gone without for a very 
short period of time, like if your mom didn’t make you breakfast. But 
imagine those who live in poverty, waking up not knowing if they will 
eat anything today. And it’s not just the homeless, but also those who 
struggle to make ends meet. We went to Loaves & Fishes food pantry, 
packaged 90 Care Kits and played bingo with residents at McCreesh 
Place, an apartment building for formerly homeless men and women. 
It was all part of giving back to others. It was diffi  cult not eating. But 
God has blessed us with food and a roof over our heads – not for self-
ish hoarding, but to share with and help others.

OUR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS
FASTED AND LEARNED

Brian Childers

Here’s the cover of the Children’s 
Ministries devotional. Th e cover art – 
“Th e Amazing Night” – is the work of 
talented artist Lily Fulghum, age six.

Ken Garfi eld

Middle schoolers get busy at Loaves & Fishes.

Jubilee Store: Our church is teaming with Myers Park Presbyterian and Christ Episcopal churches to off er the Jubilee Store on 
December 8-9 at St. John’s Baptist Church on Hawthorne Lane. Th e store gives families in Charlotte Family Housing programs the 
chance to buy Christmas gift s for their children at a cost that’s aff ordable to them. To sign up to serve, access the store’s Amazon 
Wish List or learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/jubilee-store.

Alternative Gift  Market: Support our school partners in honor of a favorite teacher, or other worthy causes. View the Alternative 
Gift  Market catalog at www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift -market or shop at the table in the Parish Life lobby from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Sunday, December 9, 16 and 23.

Angel Tree: More than 2.7 million children will mark the holiday with a mom or dad in prison. Working with Prison Fellowship 
Ministry, our church will have an Angel Tree with names and ages of local children whose parents are incarcerated. Stop by the tree 
in the Parish Life lobby to pick up your angel. To volunteer or learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/angel-tree or reach Doug 
Caldwell at dougcaldwell@bellsouth.net.

ADVENT OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

In Memory
Agnes Buren Boyce Rose, who died on September 16, 2018. Phillip 
C. Chapman, husband of Lillian Chapman, father of Woody 
Oakey and David Chapman and brother-in-law of Mac McGarity, 
who died on November 15, 2018. Roger “Bud” Williams Wilkerson 
III, husband of Nancy Wilkerson and father of Roger Wilkerson, 
who died on November 16, 2018. Douglas Roach Beard Jr., brother 
of Nick Beard, uncle of John Beard and great-uncle of Preston 
Beard, who died on November 17, 2018. Rev. William “Bill” 
Richard Doser, who died on November 25, 2018. William Gane 

Robinson, husband of Annette Robinson, who died on November 
25, 2018. Staten Langbourne Wilcox, husband of Pam Wilcox 
and father of Paige and Noel Wilcox, who died on November 25, 
2018. Judy Dulaban, stepmother of Terry Th ompson, who died on 
November 26, 2018.   

Babies
Mary Jo-Anne Hazel Corrado, daughter of Robyn and David 
Corrado and sister of Charlotte Corrado, born on September 13, 
2018.


