
It’s back to school, not just for 
students but for all who care 
about them: Our partner-
ship with the newly combined 
Sedgefi eld and Dilworth 
Elementary schools seeks volun-
teers to read with second- and 
third-graders from 10:00 to 
10:45 a.m. on Tuesdays and 
Th ursdays…Express apprecia-
tion to teachers and school staff  
at Dilworth Elementary (Sedge-
fi eld and Latta Campuses) and 
Sedgefi eld Middle School with 
welcome back lunches, staff  
meeting breakfasts, gift  cards, 
thank you notes and more…
Join the Booster Club to sup-
port scholar athletes at Sedge-
fi eld Middle School…Help with 
a Sedgefi eld Middle School club 
every other Friday or one Friday 
a month…Join our Education 
On-Call Team and be the fi rst to 
learn when we need an extra set 
of hands to help in a variety of 
ways at Sedgefi eld Elementary 
and Sedgefi eld Middle. To get 
involved in any aspect of our 
school partnership, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/school-part-
nership or reach our new School 
Partnership and Local Outreach 
Coordinator Julie Wentz at 704-
295-4826 or jwentz@mpumc.
org. We support our students 
with prayers, time and love.

MOMS ON A MISSION
OFFER A VARIETY OF 

OPPORTUNITIES

LOOK FOR OUR NEW SIGN SOON

YOUTH MINISTRIES, TRIP TO ISRAEL 

GOD’S GUYS, FAITH GIRLS AND FORWARD

Our beautiful church is getting a beauti-
ful new sign for all to see at Queens 

and Providence roads. It will stand tall on 
the front lawn, outside the main Sanctuary 
door, and replace the smaller (and harder-to-
read) stone sign that’s been there for years. 
Th e new sign will be 16 feet wide, fi ve feet 
tall and made of stone to match our stone 
exterior. Th e letters will be larger, too, and 
easier to make out (especially for drivers 
fl ying past) since they will be black and 
set on white concrete. Th ere will be (more 
attractive) landscaping, and something extra-

special: A concrete bench extending from the 
sign, facing the church. What a lovely spot to 
sit and rest and refl ect upon the beauty of the 
Sanctuary, especially the stained glass light-
ing the way aft er dark. Th e Property Com-
mittee is spearheading the project. Th e cost 
is $15,000, coming from the church’s Wesley 
Trust, which supports capital projects and 
outreach. Th e sign is being made by Morris 
Stoneworks in Mooresville. Also: New carpet 
is coming to Jubilee Hall and the gathering 
space outside Jubilee Hall.

• Look for MPUMC Youth around the campus, a colorful 
brochure celebrating youth missions and looking ahead to 
what’s coming up in the church life of our youth. Details: www.
mpumcyouth.org.

• Look, too, for Intersection magazine in the mail and around 
the campus, celebrating the stories of the church. In this issue: 
Meet new pastors Nancy Watson and Uiyeon Kim, learn about 
our continuing focus on mental health, and read what our 
summer interns say about the future of the church as a whole.

• H.O.T. Wednesday returns September 12, off ering a hot meal 
and fellowship each Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Jubi-
lee Hall. Visit www.myersparkumc.org to make your reserva-
tion, and see what’s for dinner each week. And remember to 
save a seat at your table for visitors.

• Remember, Francis Chapel is closed for renovations to make 
way for the new (used) organ being installed in that sacred 
space. Th e Cornerstone will share when the organ will begin 
making music.

• Dr. Howell will lead a trip to Israel March 31 to April 11, 2019. 
To learn more – including itinerary, cost and deadline to sign 
up – visit www.myersparkumc.org. Th ose interested in going 
should email our Senior Pastor at james@mpumc.org.

• Spreading the word far and wide, per this note that came to us 
via www.myersparkumc.org from Steve Melton of Lexington, 
Ky.: “I have been watching your YouTube broadcast and have 
gotten my 98-years-young aunt Ruby Winebarger in Frankfort, 
Ky., to tune in each Sunday. She can no longer attend church 
and looks forward to worship with you.”

• Fift h-grade boys are invited to God’s Guys, a weekly Bible study 
meeting Sundays from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. starting September 23 
and running through May in Room 239 in the Snyder Building. 
Church member Kenan Gay will facilitate the group, off ering 
“tween” boys a chance to discover who they are and what they 
are becoming by learning to make good choices. Details: Direc-
tor of Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 or 
aharriman@mpumc.org.

• Fift h-grade girls are invited to Faith Girls, a weekly Bible study 
meeting Sundays from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. starting September 
23 in Room 240 in the Snyder Building. It runs through May. 
Director of Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman will facilitate 
the group, off ering “tween girls” a chance to study and discover 
who they are and what they are becoming. For more, reach 
Amy at 704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

• Forward, a ministry for fourth- and fi ft h-graders, meets from 
4:00 to 5:30 p.m. the fi rst Sunday of each month starting 
October 7 in Room 240 in the Snyder Building. Th is group for 

young people approaching middle school serves as a crossover 
for Youth Ministries. Reach Amy for details.

• Adults in their 20s and 30s are invited to a new Young Adults 
Sunday School class starting September 9. Th e class will meet 
weekly in Room 259 upstairs in the Youth Building to discuss 
current issues such as immigration, hunger and social jus-
tice, all from the perspective of scripture. Questions? Reach 
Director of Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at jessica@
mpumc.org.

• Disciple Fast Track, Belong and Companions In Christ small 
groups have begun, so now’s the time to sign up. Each Sunday 
morning through September 16, members of the 12:12 Ministry 
will have tables in the Parish Life lobby and be available to help 
everyone learn how to join the group of their choice, using our 
new online tool, Realm. If you’ve already logged into Realm, use 
Find A Group to join. Questions? Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 
704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.
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The theme of the Moms Ministry is Moms 
On A Mission To Raise A Holy Family. 

Th ese words from Luke 1:37 ground the 
group: For nothing will be impossible with 
God. Th is is a story of infertility and then 
life given to Elizabeth, who then supports 
Mary in her journey to birth and raise Jesus. 
Inspiration is alive and well in the Bible, and 
we hope it breathes life into this ministry.

Logan Foose, mom to Harper and Wesley 
and wife of Ransome, told us about her 
experience in a group last year. “Th e small 

group I joined was truly a breath of fresh air 
in my always busy weeks. Th e hour we spent 
together speaking of God, family and then 
tying the two together always left  me feel-
ing rejuvenated and more mindful of how I 
want to spend my time and energy.” Meghan 
Maciag, mom to Owen and wife of Steve, 
agrees. She describes this community of 
women as “Friends with listening ears, words 
of encouragement or a laugh when it’s been a 
hard week.”

Continued Inside...



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
• Youth in Grades 5-12 are welcome to participate in Sanctuary 

worship on Sunday morning as Crucifers, Acolytes and Bible 
Carriers. Fift h-graders serve as Bible Carriers, processing into 
the Sanctuary with the Bible. Youth in Grades 6-9 serve as Ac-
olytes, processing in with the torches and lighting the altar can-
dles. Youth in Grades 10-12 are Crucifers, carrying the cross 
and leading the processional into the Sanctuary. Sixth-graders 
can serve as a Bible Carrier or Acolyte. Youth are asked to 
attend one of two training sessions in the Sanctuary: Saturday, 
September 8, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, or Sunday, September 
16, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. A parent must accompany their son 
or daughter. Adults are welcome to train to serve as a Sunday 
morning coach. Details: Amelia Miller at cmiller5@carolina.
rr.com or Katharine Willis at katharinecwillis@gmail.com

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 9
• Th ird Grade Bible Sunday takes place at all four services as 

83 third-graders receive the gift  of an engraved Bible as their 
journey of faith continues.

• Adults in their 20s and 30s are invited to a new Young Adults 
Sunday School class. Th e class meets weekly at 9:45 a.m. in 
Room 259 upstairs in the Youth Building to discuss current 
issues such as immigration, hunger and social justice, all from 
the perspective of scripture. Details: Director of Young Adults 
Ministries Jessica Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

• Registration is open for rising eighth-grade Confi rmation. Th e 
class meets Sundays from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. in Jubilee Hall start-
ing September 9, and ends with Confi rmation on May 19. Two 
retreats are included – September 28-30 and April 5-7. Sign up 
at www.mpumcyouth.org.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
• Dr. Howell leads a weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Pas-

sages: A Closer Look on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, 
just come and bring a friend. Come any week you can; each 
week is an independent entity. Details: Dr. Howell at james@
mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
• Th e Wired 4 Ministry class helps you understand how God 

created you to aff ect others through your spiritual gift s, heart, 
ability, personality and experiences. You can take a class from 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. September 13, or 9:30 a.m. to noon Monday, 
September 24. Pre-class exercises are required. To register, 
reach Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15
• Our church is partnering with Myers Park Presbyterian to 

build a house for a family in the Grier Heights community. 
Work days are September 15 and 29, October 13 and Novem-
ber 3 or 10. Reach Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
• Th e Preparing For Baptism class at 11:00 a.m. in Jubilee Hall 

will deepen your understanding of this Holy Sacrament. It’s an 
essential fi rst step for those preparing for Baptism for them-
selves or their children (including those expecting or planning 
for a child). For child care, email lrsmit@mpumc.org.

• Church-sponsored missionary Wil Bailey shares about the 
Costa Rica Missions Project at 6:00 p.m. in Room 108 of the 
Parish Life Building. A Spring break Costa Rica mission trip 
is April 13-20, 2019. Learn more at www.myersparkumc.org/
costarica.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 & OCTOBER 1
• Children’s and Youth Ministries invites all to a two-part semi-

nar – Kids, Brains & Screens – from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. each eve-
ning in Jubilee Hall. Th e goal is to help parents and guardians 
make healthy choices for a child’s screen use, including social 
media, video games, smartphones and more. For child care, 
email lrsmit@mpumc.org. Details: Amy Harriman at 704-295-
4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME
• Funds collected through the church’s Jubilee Plus! outreach 

fund supports ministry partners around the world. Give to 
Jubilee Plus! year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus 
or write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo 
line and put it in the off ering plate or mail to the church.

• Let the church know when you or a loved one is in the hospital, 
has had a baby or faces a sudden need. Call 704-376-8584.

• Help sort donations of food to serve the needy. All are invited 
to meet the second Wednesday of each month from 9:00 to 
11:30 a.m. at Loaves & Fishes warehouse, 648 Griffi  th Road, to 
organize what comes in. Details: Laura Weller at lauraoweller@
yahoo.com.

Calendar 



WESLEY GRANTS, 
AND EXTENDING 
A LOVING HAND

The Wesley Foundation of the church has awarded $180,000 in 
grants to 19 ministries – another way Myers Park United Meth-

odist Church extends its loving hand to those in need. Grants are 
awarded each year by the Foundation, which focuses on sustaining 
the church and grounds while also supporting outreach. A Planned 
Giving Committee at the church is telling the story of the Wesley 
Foundation, and the importance of supporting it through planned 
gift s of any size.  Visit www.myersparkumc.org/give to watch a 
video about the Wesley Foundation and planned giving. To make a 
gift , reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

Now, the grants…

Care Ring, which provides health care to the needy, $11,000 for 
more offi  ce space. 

Th e Center for Community Transitions, which off ers employment 
and transition help for those with criminal records, $5,000 for Mac-
Book, projector and educational material.

Charlotte Family Housing, helping families move from homeless-
ness to permanent housing, $10,000 for home repairs.

Charlotte Rescue Mission, $13,351 to replace four washers and 
dryers. Th is ministry provides a residential, faith-based treatment 
program for men and women struggling with addiction.

Children’s Home Society of North Carolina, which places children 
in homes through adoption and foster care, $2,200 to refurbish the 
lobby. 

Faith Ministry, helping meet physical and spiritual needs for those 
on the border in Mexico, $11,000 for a community center.

HeartBright, promoting heart health and healthy lifestyles for the 
disadvantaged, $4,140 to expand hardware and soft ware systems.

Hope Haven, off ering life skills for the chemically dependent, 
$12,694 to refurbish eight residential rooms.

Th e Learning Collaborative, a tuition-free preschool for at-risk 
families, $7,000 for security systems for the pre-K facility in the 
Grier Heights community.

Lily Pad Haven, which off ers transitional housing for sex traffi  cking 
victims, $15,000 for a new vehicle to transport guests.

Loaves & Fishes food pantry, $8,500 to buy an electric pallet.

Men’s Shelter of Charlotte, $15,000 to buy a pre-owned passenger 
van to transports guests.

NC MedAssist, $4,000 to buy eight laptops for its mobile free phar-
macy program, part of its work providing medicine and pharma-
cy-related services to the poor and uninsured.

QC Family Tree, a faith-based community in the Enderly Park 
neighborhood of west Charlotte, $11,000 to replace windows in its 
six residences.

Refugee Support Services, which helps ease the transition for refu-
gees, $2,457 for equipment for its children’s program.

Safe Alliance, which works with victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault, $2,658 for security equipment.

Supportive Housing Communities, which fi nds permanent 
supportive housing for the homeless, $15,000 to replace doors at 
McCreesh Place, an apartment community in NoDa.

UMAR, $15,000 for a conversion van to help with transportation. 
Th e United Methodist agency works with adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Our church hosts an arts class.

ZOE, $15,000 for a vehicle to work with orphans in Kenya.

Teams from Myers Park United Methodist’s Vacation Bible School and Summer Fun Days helped sort food at Loaves & Fishes. 
Photos contributed by our friends at the Charlotte-based food pantry.



TENDING TO BODY, MIND AND SOUL
Th is autumn and always: Caring for the body, mind and soul. To learn more about off erings from Health Ministries, reach Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. To register for most programs, visit www.myersparkumc.org.

• A cardio sculpting class is 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Th ursday in the Fitness Room downstairs in the Youth Building. Cost is $50 
for eight classes.

• A Functional Fitness exercise class for ages 60 and over is 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Th ursdays in the Parish Life Building base-
ment. Cost is $6 per class. Th e fi rst one is free.      

• A new yoga class open to all will be Th ursdays from 10:00 to 11:15 a.m. in Room 031 downstairs in the Snyder Building starting Sep-
tember 6. Diane Cevallos of Charlotte Family Yoga will lead the class. A donation of $10 per session is recommended.

• Parish Nurse Susan Mobley will lead a book discussion on mindfulness Th ursdays from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. September 27 through 
November 15 in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. Mindfulness focuses on paying attention to the present moment – a practice to 
reduce stress. Th e group will study Mindfulness: An Eight-Week Plan for Finding Peace in a Frantic World.

• Donate blood from 7:30 a.m. to noon Sunday, September 30, in the Youth Building Gym. Make an appointment from 9:00 to 11:00 
a.m. Sunday, September 9, 16 and 23, in the Parish Life lobby. Walk-ins are welcome on September 30. Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-
295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• Learn CPR and how to use the AED defi brillator from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Monday, October 1, in Room 110 of the Parish Life Building. 
Cost is $40, paid in advance. Register at www.myersparkumc.org or with Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• Get a fl u shot or pneumonia vaccine from 1:30 to 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 3, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building.

• Two gatherings – Mental Health: Continuing Th e Conversation – are 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Friday, October 5, and 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Mon-
day, October 8, in Room 110 of the Parish Life Building. Mental Health America of Central Carolinas will help us talk about  anxiety. 
Th ere will be a Q&A and handouts.

• Church members Nick Beard, Jan Nomina and Bill Spier will off er one-on-one Medicare D counseling from 9:00 a.m. to noon many 
weekdays from October 15 to December 7 in the Church Library on the main fl oor of the Parish Life Building. Each session lasts an 
hour. Bring a list of medications and dosages. For an appointment, call Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818.

William Edward “Eddie” Poe, Jr., brother of Ken Poe and Rick 
Poe, uncle of Warren Poe, Th omas Poe, Richard Poe and 
Meredith Martin and great-uncle of Tripp Poe, Wynn Poe, 
Kate Martin and Ginny Martin, who died on August 9, 2018. 
Douglas H. Sprenkle, brother of Chris Jones, uncle of Brian 
Jones and great-uncle of Ella and William Jones, who died 
on August 16, 2018. Linda Means, mother of Lisa Yarrow and 
grandmother of Benjamin and Phoebe Yarrow Averdick, who 
died on August 17, 2018. Ellen McDonald Chason, mother 
of Chip Chason, who died on August 20, 2018. Larry David 
Th ames, husband of Margaret Th ames, father of David Th ames 
and Anne Rowlee, grandfather of Ellie and Will Th ames and 
brother of Nancy Th ames, who died on August 21, 2018. 

In Memory

Passages
John Miller Wilburn, son of Stephanie and Josh Wilburn, born 
on July 13, 2018.  

Babies

Mary Archer and Scott Trevathan, married on August 25, 2018, 
at the church.

Weddings

Continued From Front Page...

New groups and events begin the week of September 17. Details 
and registration are available online at Realm. Questions? Reach 
Director of Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at jessica@
mpumc.org.

Diapers & Hymns: Mondays at 10:45 a.m. in Room 167 in 
the Youth Building.
A time for music for moms and their little ones ages six to 
18 months. Classes will include baby-friendly instruments, 
creative play, singing and movement.  Activities enhance de-
velopmental skills and promote parent/child bonding. Th ere 
is an $80 cost for this 8-week session. 

Holy Strollers: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. 
Meet at the tennis courts in Freedom Park for a morning 
walk with your baby and other mothers, weather permitting.

Wholly Moms: Groups will meet at various times Wednes-
day or Th ursday in Room 104 in the Parish Life Building.
Small groups for moms of children newborn through fi rst 
grade. Th ese groups focus on how to raise a holy family, spe-
cifi cally motherhood and marriage based in Christian living.  

Playground Prayers: Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. 
Meet at the church playground off  Providence Road before the 
H.O.T. Wednesday meal starts at 5:30 p.m. to get some energy out 
before dinner and bedtime.

Children’s Ministries summer intern Deirdre Austin spearheaded a 
wonderful project. We’ll let her explain…

“Th is was the fi rst year Children’s Ministries sent out summer camp care 
packages to children of the church. A total of 40 camp care packages 
and letters were sent to 38 children (some kids attended two sessions of 
camp). We made sure each child received something. If the camp did not 
allow care packages, then the child received a letter. Each care package 
included a letter and an assortment of items such as Slinkys, Bouncy 
Balls, jump ropes, harmonicas, journals, Kleenex and stickers. Th e best 
part about the project was receiving such positive responses from chil-
dren and their parents. Th ey were so grateful. It was great to be able to 
send them a reminder they are loved and cared for by the community of 
people at Myers Park United Methodist Church.”

‘THEY ARE LOVED AND CARED FOR...’

OUR MOMS ARE ON A MISSION...

Deirdre and one of her care packages.

We ushered our children and youth back to school with prayers and blessings, and an invitation to get involved in our school partnerships (see 
front page). But we also had some fun at Youth Ministries’ annual bashes for middle schoolers and high schoolers. Th ey serve as a reminder 
that we are with them in serious times and also times of joy and laughter. Photos by Ellen Spence.


