
Please turn inside for a story 
celebrating the ministry of 
Parish Nurse Susan Mobley on 
the occasion of her retirement 
aft er 19 years. Elsewhere on the 
front page you can read about 
her successor, Lauren Smith. 
An invitation: At noon Sunday, 
March 10, join us in Jubilee Hall 
for a drop-
in honoring 
Susan. Th ere 
will be light re-
freshments to 
tide you over 
until lunch. A 
love off ering 
will express our appreciation to 
Susan: Checks can be made out 
to the church with Susan Mob-
ley in the memo line and put in 
the off ering plate, dropped off  
at the front desk in the Parish 
Life Building or mailed to 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207. You can also bring it to 
the drop-in, a tangible expres-
sion of our love and gratitude.
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• New ways to give are here: In 2018, we made exciting changes 
to our church’s online giving program. Our updated program 
off ers more ways for you to support the church. Giving should 
be easy:  Realm places giving in the palm of your hands. You 
may set up recurring gift s, view your giving history, and make 
changes to your personal information at any time. Realm 
records all electronic gift s and adds them to your giving record, 
making it easy for you to give, and easy for our Business Offi  ce 
to track. With these new tools, we will begin issuing paperless 
statements via email. Both your quarterly and year-end giving 
statements will be sent to the email address we have on fi le 
for you. It’s imperative to ensure that we have the right email 
address for you in Realm. Log in to Realm to make sure your 
information is correct. Have questions about setting up a Realm 
account? Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at bbarden@mpumc.org. 
Can’t receive your statements by email? Reach Linda Edward-
sen in the Business Offi  ce at 704-295-4842.

• Happy 101st birthday to Jordan Dulin. He is the last surviving 
member of seven children in the Dulin clan, all of whom grew 
up in our church. He is the father of Jan Sullivan and Charlie 
Dulin, and uncle of Albert and David Dulin. For those who 
might have been there that morning, Jordan joined the church 
on December 8, 1930. He was 12 years old.

• All are invited to the annual Memorial Day Weekend May 
24-26 at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains for fun, fellowship 
and more. Folks arrive on their own around 7:00 p.m. Friday 
and typically leave for home around noon Sunday. Early bird 
registration is under way at www.myersparkumc.org/children. 
Details: Director of Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 
704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

• Several new Care Teams are being formed to help church mem-
bers facing health issues. Th e commitment is two to four hours 
every fi ve weeks. Reach Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-
4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

ONLINE GIVING, CAMP TEKOA, CARE TEAMS

• Our Communications Ministry earned two awards at the Unit-
ed Methodist Association of Communicators’ annual competi-
tion: Th e story and photos in the Fall 2018 issue of Intersection 
magazine – Th e Interns Speak out: On Our Church, Th e Church 
In General, Th eir Calling And Th e Future – won second place 
for nonfi ction story. Former Assistant Director of Communica-
tions Melissa McGill conducted the interview with our interns. 
Writer/Editor Ken Garfi eld edited the package. Bill Walton took 
photographs. Christine Long designed the package. In Social 
Media Online Content, Melissa won second place for her series 
of Instagram photos of people bearing the imposition of ashes 
on their foreheads for Ash Wednesday. Melissa now directs 
communications for the Western North Carolina Conference.

• Vacation Bible School is June 17-20 for children four years 
old through fi ft h grade. VBS runs from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
daily. Th is summer’s theme: To Mars And Beyond. Sign up at 
www.myersparkumc.org/children. VBS volunteers are needed 

to serve as classroom leaders, provide snacks and more. Email 
Jennifer Ross at kanejenn@aol.com. To attend VBS, children 
must have been born on or before May 31, 2015.

• Summer Fun Days are July 8-12 and 15-19 – 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. for preschoolers, and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for children 
in Grades K-5. Children must have been born on or before 
August 31, 2017. Cost is $150 per week for a preschool child, 
$225 per week for an elementary-age child. Information and 
signup forms are outside the Children’s Ministries offi  ces and at 
www.myersparkumc.org/children. Space is limited. Counselors 
are being hired for a two-week position. Email Heidi Giffi  n at 
heidi@mpumc.org.

• Th e church plans to hire summer interns for Youth Ministries 
and Children’s Ministries. Apply at www.myersparkumc.org.

COMMUNICATIONS AWARDS, SUMMER FUN

WELCOME PARISH 
NURSE LAUREN SMITH

Continued On Insert Page...

Susan Mobley Lauren Smith

Lauren Smith joins our church family as Parish 
Nurse, bringing a passionate commitment to, as 
she puts it, “being present with people and meeting 
them where they are.”

Lauren begins March 17. She, of course, succeeds 
Susan Mobley, who is retiring aft er 19 love-fi lled 
years with us. Read more about Susan’s ministry 
inside. Note elsewhere on the Cornerstone front 
details of the March 10 reception and love off ering 
for Susan.

Lauren brings to our church more than 20 years of 
nursing experience, including seven years as Par-
ish Nurse at Myers Park Presbyterian Church. She 
comes to us from Novant Health Outpatient Hos-
pice, where she served as a Registered Nurse Case 
Manager. She’s excited for the opportunity to bring a 
spiritual element to the pursuit of good health: “In-
corporating a healthy, holistic approach to overall health. Following Susan’s strong founda-
tion, I look forward to working with such a well-established, dynamic congregation.”

Joining Rev. Bill Roth in announcing Lauren’s hiring, Dr. Howell shared: “From meeting and 
learning about Lauren, and considering her 20-plus years of experience providing stellar, 
compassionate care to individuals and families across the life span, we feel fortunate to have 
found her, and feel she will be an excellent fi t for our health care ministry and staff  team.”

A Charlotte native, Lauren and her husband, John, have a 16-year-old son, Jackson, and 
10-year-old identical twins, Evan and Brady. Th ey attend Matthews United Methodist 
Church.

When she starts work, say “Welcome!” to Lauren at 704-295-4836 or LSmith@mpumc.org. 
Better yet, stop her offi  ce in Room 228 in the Snyder Building (Susan’s old offi  ce).

How Many Among Us Can Say
‘She Got Me Th rough Th is’?

By Ken Garfi eld

For more than 19 years, Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley helped us 

navigate life’s journey. Th at long 
and winding road we all fi nd our-
selves on at some point? Knowing 
Susan has been by our side has 
made the next step easier. When 
she was hired to fi ll this new posi-
tion at our church, the question

Susan at work in Haiti.



THROUGHOUT MARCH
• Donate business-appropriate clothing for the new Brook-

hill Community Center clothing closet. Dress pants, dress 
shirts, sports jackets, blouses, dresses, skirts and the like go 
in the bin in the Parish Life lobby. Details: Sarah Gillespie 
at sarahb48@carolina.rr.com.

SUNDAY, MARCH 10
• Join us at noon in Jubilee Hall for a drop-in reception 

honoring Parish Nurse Susan Mobley upon her retirement. 
Light refreshments will be served. A love off ering is being 
taken: Make out your check to the church with Susan Mob-
ley in the memo line and put it in the off ering plate, drop it 
off  at the front desk, mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Char-
lotte, NC 28207 or bring it to the reception. Read more 
about Susan, and her successor Lauren Smith, elsewhere in 
today’s Cornerstone.

MONDAY, MARCH 11
• A panel discussion at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall will explore 

Color And Character: How Integration Built Equity At West 
Charlotte High. Pamela Grundy, who wrote Color and 
Character: West Charlotte High and the American Struggle 
over Educational Equity, will participate. She’ll be joined 
by Judge Louis Trosch Jr., community activist Justin Perry 
and Sedgefi eld Middle School Principal Dr. Erik Turner to 
discuss their time at West Charlotte High and lessons for 
today. For child care, email LRSmit@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
• Children’s Ministries hosts a coff ee talk for parents (and 

others) on Love & Logic from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. in Jubi-
lee Hall. Join in a conversation with educator and church 
member Beth Person on such topics as showing your 
love by setting limits, holding children accountable with 
logical consequences, and how to parent without getting 
frustrated. Details: Director of Children’s Ministries Amy 
Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, MAY 5
• High school seniors, sign up now to participate in Senior 

Recognition Sunday, when the church honors graduat-
ing seniors and their parents at all four worship services. 
Lunch follows at 12:15 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Sign up at 
www.mpumcyouth.org. 

MAY 26 TO JUNE 1
• College-age young people can join the team traveling to 

Reynosa, Mexico, to work with Faith Ministries to build 
friendships while constructing a house. Cost is $750 
including airfare. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/col-
lege-mexico.

JULY 29 TO AUGUST 2
• Th e annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes 

youth in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of 100% 
Chance Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Youth will sing, dance, act and make sets and props. 
Register now through March 31 for $200. Cost is $225 aft er 
early registration. Financial assistance is available. Register 
online in Realm. Details: nancy@mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME
• Each Th ursday and Friday night through March 31, the 

church off ers warm meals, beds and fellowship for home-
less neighbors through Room In Th e Inn. Opportunities 
for individuals, families and groups to participate include 
driving the van, preparing and serving a meal, and staying 
overnight. Reach Greg Wells at 704-609-4036 or greg@
willisengineers.com.

• Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around 
the world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund year-
round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a 
check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and 
put it in the off ering plate or mail to the church.

• Th e Sunday shuttle bus service runs continually from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park Tra-
ditional at 2132 Radcliff e Avenue off  Selwyn Avenue. Enjoy 
the convenience, and the fellowship with fellow riders.

• Men of all skill levels are invited to play basketball at 8:30 
a.m. each Saturday through April 27 in the Youth Building 
Gym. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

• Join the team that meets the second Wednesday of each 
month from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Loaves & Fishes ware-
house at 648 Griffi  th Road to sort donated food. Details: 
Laura Weller at lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

Calendar 
DR. HOWELL’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look will explore Mo-
ments In Th e Life Of Jesus, In Th e Gospel Of Luke at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. each Wednes-
day through Easter (April 21) in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, 
just come and bring a friend. Come any week you can; each week is an independent entity. 
Details: james@mpumc.org.



for a few of us was “Why do we 
need a parish nurse?” Th e ques-
tion now for all of us is “How 
did we ever get along without 
Susan?

Susan retires March 14. We’ve 
hired a wonderful successor, 
Lauren Smith, a registered nurse 
who comes to us from Hospice. 
Before that, she worked as the 
Faith Community Nurse at My-
ers Park Presbyterian Church. 
Lauren will quickly fi nd her 
place with us on the path that 
Susan walked.

Born in New Jersey, Susan and 
her family moved to Monroe for 
her dad’s job, then to Charlotte 
when Susan was in junior high. 
Here is where she put down 
roots, and where her passion for 
nursing blossomed. Ten years as 
a Hospice nurse off ered her the 
opportunity to comfort the sick 
and dying. Th en this new position at Myers Park United Method-
ist, in partnership with Novant Health, off ered the opportunity to 
blend faith and medicine. “It’s meeting people where they are on 
life’s journey,” she says, “and seeing what help you can provide.”

Visits to shut-ins, retirement communities and hospitals. Care 
Teams. Caregivers Support Group. Medical missions to Haiti. Ste-
phen Ministers. Service of Hope and Consolation. Yoga. Exercise. 
Mindfulness classes. Flu and pneumonia shots. CPR and defi bril-
lator training. Blood drives. Making medical equipment available. 
Medicare Part D counseling. A comforting conversation in the 
lobby, parking lot or wherever her support was sought out. Th ere 
has hardly been a matter of body and soul with which Susan has 
not been involved.

At the heart of it all are the relationships she formed, and the 
stories…

Church member Suzy Ohl calls Susan her friend, mentor, psy-
chiatrist, calming infl uence, and mother fi gure to boot. As Suzy 

struggled with aging parents 
and then the death of father, Su-
san was there to share resources 
and support. “I was turning into 
a mess,” Suzy says. “She got me 
through this. She soulfully feeds 
you with advice, encouragement 
and tough love.”

When church member Robert 
Lutz and the blood drive team of 
volunteers needed staff  support, 
they got it from Susan. When 
Robert needed a Care Team to 
help him through a serious ill-
ness, he got it from Susan. “She 
was always present,” he says.

Carla Cornelius, who was on 
staff  and worked with Dr. Bill 
Jeff ries to bring Susan to our 
church, recalls what happened 
aft er she broke her ankle. 
“When I was recovering from 
surgery, Susan crossed Queens 
Road on a knee scooter to prove 

that I, too, could use one.”

Susan lets loose with that familiar laugh at the telling of the knee 
scooter story. Th at leads her to the story about Jim and Betty Pau-
mier. When the Paumiers needed a recliner for their home, want 
to guess who corralled the maintenance guys and walked it across 
the street? “We had a little parade,” Susan says.

Susan and Bob plan to remain in Fort Mill, S.C., where they’re ac-
tive at Unity Presbyterian Church. Retirement will give them more 
time to enjoy their getaway place on Lake Lure. Her days will be 
fi lled with children and grandchildren (fi ve!), hiking, line dancing 
and time with friends. She leaves fulfi lled, having spent 19 years 
exactly where she wanted to be, blending faith and medicine, in 
the midst of our joys, challenges and sorrows …

As Susan puts it, “Walking on holy ground with people.”

Susan Mobley:

How Many Among Us Can Say
‘She Got Me Th rough Th is’?

Turn to the front for details on the March 10 reception (and love off ering) for Susan,
and a story on her successor, Lauren Smith.

Parish Nurse Susan Mobley. Photo by Bill Walton.

Continued From Front Page . . .



Passages
• Ash Wednesday services are at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. March 

6 in the Sanctuary. Th e 7:00 p.m. service will be livestreamed at 
www.myersparkumc.org. To reserve child care for either service, 
email LRSmit@mpumc.org.

• Rev. Nathan Arledge will 
conduct the imposition of 
ashes from 8:30 to 10:00 
a.m. Ash Wednesday, 
March 6, at Caribou Cof-
fee at Park Road Shopping 
Center.

• Maundy Th ursday 
service is at 7:30 p.m. 
Th ursday, April 18. It will 
be livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Th e 
Chamber Singers will sing 
Son of God Mass. Email 
LRSmit@mpumc.org to 
reserve child care.

• Good Friday service is 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 
19. It will be livestreamed 
at www.myersparkumc.
org. Th e Chancel Choir 
will sing. Email LRSmit@
mpumc.org to reserve 
child care.

• Easter sunrise service is 
at 7:00 a.m. April 21 in Francis Chapel. Th e regular Sunday wor-
ship schedule for Easter follows: 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, 8:45 
a.m. Church In Th e Round in Jubilee Hall, and 9:45 and 11:00 
a.m. in the Sanctuary. Th e 11:00 a.m. service will be livestreamed 
at www.myersparkumc.org. Th ere will be regular child care 
for the four later services. Th ere will be no Sunday School for 
children and youth.  

• Easter off ering will go to mission partners QC Family Tree in 
west Charlotte and Faith Ministry in Mexico. Checks can be 
made out to the church with Easter Off ering in the memo line.

• Five Lenten small groups: Entering Th e Passion Of Jesus Mon-
days from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. March 4 to April 8; Th e Seven 
Experiment Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. March 5 to April 16; 

Six Th ings We Should Know About God Th ursdays from 10:00 
to 11:00 a.m. March 7 to April 11; Entering Th e Passion Of Jesus 
Th ursdays from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. March 7 to April 11; and 
Listen Th ursdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. March 7 to April 11. Join 

a group at Realm or www.
myersparkumc.org/small-
groups.
• Middle schoolers 
can join in a Lenten Bible 
study Wednesdays from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. March 
13, 20, 27 and April 3 and 
10. Th e group will begin by 
attending the Ash Wednes-
day service at 7:00 p.m. 
March 6. Starting March 13, 
the group will eat together 
at 5:30 p.m. each H.O.T. 
Wednesday. Bring $7 for 
dinner. Sign up at www.
mpumcyouth.org or email 
Youth Ministries’ Sarah Yoss 
at sarahyoss@mpumc.org 
with questions.
• Th e Francis Chapel 
labyrinth will be open for 
the fi rst time during Holy 
Week, from 2:00 p.m. Palm 
Sunday, April 14, to 2:00 

p.m. Holy Saturday, April 20. Come anytime that week to walk 
and pray the labyrinth. During Holy Week, there will be a special 
invitation to pray the Stations of the Cross.

• An outdoor Stations of the Cross is planned in the Hopewell 
parking lot across from the church during Holy Week. Encoun-
ter the last days of Jesus’ life while praying under tall oak trees. 

• A Creative Prayer Room for children and families will be avail-
able through Lent. Rooms 257 and 258 in the Snyder Building 
will be transformed into a creative prayer room for children of 
all ages, open whenever the church is open.

• Stephen Ministries’ annual Lenten devotional booklet will be 
available free of charge around the church starting around Ash 
Wednesday with essays from church members, clergy and staff .

LEIGHTON FORD,
AND THE PLACES OF HIS HEART

In Memory
Wesley Malcom Robison, father of Ellen Robison and husband of 
Ramona Robison, who died on February 19, 2019.

Babies
Frances Townsend Huntley, daughter of Megan and Banks 
Huntley and granddaughter of Jim and Terry Huntley, born on 

February 16, 2019. Caroline Claude Wilson, daughter of Heather 
and Rob Wilson, sister of Everett Wilson, granddaughter of Will 
and Johanna Wilson and niece of Gray Wilson and Andy Wilson, 
born on February 23, 2019. 

Weddings
Teresa Stukel and Michael Miller, married on February 14, 2019, at 
the church.

Evangelist Leighton Ford, long a friend to 
our congregation, will join in a conversa-

tion with Dr. Howell at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 25, on the places of his heart.

Th e focus of their dialogue is Leighton’s lat-
est book: A blend of travelogue and mem-
oir, Places of the Heart muses on the places 
around the world that have touched his soul. 
Th e coff ee table-style book is fi lled with 
the poems and watercolor paintings of an 
87-year-old man who discovered these new 

ways to tell stories. “It expresses who I am,” he says.

In Chatham, Ontario, for example, he paints a lush portrait of 283 
Victoria Avenue – his childhood 
home, where he was raised by adopt-
ed parents. He remembers the sounds 
of tension and anger, he writes. But 
he also remembers the prayer stand 
behind the second-story window, 
where his mother had him kneel and 
recite his prayers.

At the Montreat home of his brother-
in-law, Billy Graham, he paints the 
old wooden gate, left  open. “Billy 
directed so many millions through 
that gate which stands open as an 
invitation to all to enter,” Ford writes. 
“Now he himself has passed through 
to the presence of his Lord, and to the 
fullness of life forever.”

Leighton and Jean (Billy’s sister) 
live 2½ miles from the south Char-
lotte dairy farm where she grew up. 
Leighton preached in 40 countries, 
oft en as part of the Graham team, 
until forming his own ministry mentoring young Christian leaders. 

Th ey belong to Myers Park Presbyterian Church, though his connec-
tion to our church and many of our members is profound: Th e Fords’ 
community Christmas breakfast attracts hundreds to Jubilee Hall. 
Leighton and Dr. Howell are close friends and members of the same 
book club. Writer/Editor Ken Garfi eld helped edit and publish Places 
of the Heart.

Places of the Heart is for sale now in Goodness Gracious! Cost is $45 
with proceeds going to Leighton Ford Ministries. It will also be available, 
and he will sign copies, the evening of his visit. Take note: Th e location 
for the March 25 program will be announced soon.

THE LENTEN CALENDAR

Leighton Ford

LOVE AND THANKS TO MIKE O’NEILL
With great sadness, the church family notes the retirement of longtime facilities staff er Mike O’Neill. For 22 
years, Mike has been a cheerful presence at Myers Park United Methodist Church – setting up (and taking 
down) tables and chairs, preparing Jubilee Hall and other rooms for various programs, and generally making 
sure our church runs smoothly. He’s done it all with a smile, whether it’s helping a church member haul cloth-
ing donations to the car for Crisis Assistance Ministry or talking sports with fellow staff ers. How he loves his 
Philadelphia sports teams! Everyone who has ever been graced by Mike’s presence wishes him happiness.

Mike O’Neill


