
At noon Sunday, March 10, join 
us in Jubilee Hall for a drop-in 
celebrating the ministry of Par-
ish Nurse Susan Mobley as she 
retires aft er 19 years. Please take 
this opportunity to thank Susan, 
and to wish her well. Th ere will 
be cookies and lemonade to 
tide you over until lunch. Also: 
A love off ering will express our 
appreciation to Susan: Checks 
can be made out to the church 
with Susan Mobley in the memo 
line and put in the off ering 
plate, dropped off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life Build-
ing or mailed to 1501 Queens 
Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You 
can also bring it to the drop-in. 
Finally: We’d love for you to ex-
press what Susan has meant in 
your life – memories, personal 
moments, a funny story. Put it 
in a card or letter and send it 
to Congregational Care staff er 
Carmen Rivera. You can drop 
it off  or mail it to her at the 
church. Deadline is Monday, 
February 25. Susan’s last day 
with us is March 14.
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A Spring and Summer of faith and fun await…

• All are invited to the annual Memorial Day Weekend May 24-
26 at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains for fun on water and 
land, fellowship and more. Folks arrive on their own around 
7:00 p.m. Friday and typically leave for home around noon 
Sunday. Early bird registration opens March 1 at www.myer-
sparkumc.org/children. For more, reach Director of Children’s 
Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 or aharriman@
mpumc.org.

• Vacation Bible School is June 17-20 for children four years old 
through fi ft h grade. Th e learning and fun runs from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. daily. Th is summer’s theme: To Mars And Beyond. 
Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/children. VBS volunteers 
are needed to serve as classroom leaders, provide snacks for the 

hospitality room, decorate the hallways and more. Email Jen-
nifer Ross at kanejenn@aol.com. To attend VBS, children must 
have been born on or before May 31, 2015.

• Summer Fun Days are July 8-12 and 15-19 – from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. for preschoolers, and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for 
children in Grades K-5. Children must have been born on or 
before August 31, 2017. Cost is $150 per week for a preschool 
child, $225 per week for an elementary-age child. Information 
and signup forms are outside the Children’s Ministries offi  ces 
and at www.myersparkumc.org/children. Registration is open. 
Space for this popular ministry is limited. Counselors are being 
hired for a two-week position. Email Heidi Giffi  n at heidi@
mpumc.org.

CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND, VBS, SUMMER FUN DAYS

Greg Jarrell of ministry partner QC Family Tree joined us in 
Jubilee Hall to talk about community, belonging and being pres-
ent in each other’s lives. He also brought his saxophone to play 
and refl ect on the connection between music and ministry. Greg 
works in the west Charlotte neighborhood of Enderly Park. As he 
explains on his website, QC Family Tree is a community of rooted 
discipleship, where he shares life there with a host of neighbors 
who have become family, as well as his wife, Helms, and their two 
sons. From www.gregjarrell.com: “Greg’s work with neighbors in 
Enderly Park focuses on building from their gift s, creating eco-
nomic opportunity, and combating serial displacement and loss 
in a rapidly changing neighborhood.” Here we share a refl ection 
from Greg’s book, A Riff  of Love: “Th is is what love looks like. It 
is the knowledge that when you need it, somebody’s got you. Th e 
way that our lives have been stitched together – a laugh here, a 

minor confl ict there, a couple 
visits in jail and another 
in the hospital, an evening 
around the table, a deep truth 
spoken in a tense moment 
– means that in trouble, 
we know that we have one 
another’s backs.”

‘WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE ONE
ANOTHER’S BACKS’

EXPLORE COLOR,
CHARACTER AND

 WEST CHARLOTTE HIGH
Our congregation’s conversation on race and reconciliation – Race Forward – continues at 

7:00 p.m. Monday, March 11, in Jubilee Hall as neighbors help tell one school’s story, and 
the lessons it off ers.

Th e program, a refl ection, too, of our commitment to local schools, is 
entitled Color And Character: How Integration 
Built Equity At West Charlotte. Participating 
will be Pamela Grundy, who wrote Color and 
Character: West Charlotte High and the Ameri-
can Struggle over Educational Equity. She’ll be 
joined by Superior Court Judge Louis Trosch Jr., 
community activist Justin Perry and Sedgefi eld 
Middle School Principal Erik Turner. Together, 
they’ll discuss their time at West Charlotte High 
and what we can learn from their stories.

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones explains further: “We all want 
to give our kids the best foundation, so school is close to all our hearts. Th is program will ex-
plore the success story of West Charlotte High, which brought together 
students from across Charlotte, including several from our church. Our 
guests will refl ect on how their high school experience helped prepare 
them to become community leaders today.”

Th e University of North Carolina Press, which published Pam’s book, 
writes: “Th e story of West Charlotte High School illuminates the pos-
sibilities and challenges of using racial and economic desegregation to 
foster educational equality. West Charlotte opened in 1938 as a seg-
regated school that embodied the aspirations of the growing African 
American population of Charlotte, North Carolina. In the 1970s, when 
Charlotte began court-ordered busing, black and white families made 
West Charlotte the celebrated fl agship of the most integrated major 
school system in the nation. But as the 20th Century neared its close 
and a new court order eliminated race-based busing, Charlotte schools 
resegregated along lines of class as well as race. West Charlotte became 
the city’s poorest, lowest-performing high school – a striking reminder 
of the people and places that Charlotte’s rapid growth had left  behind. 
While dedicated teachers continue to educate children, the school’s 
challenges underscore the painful consequences of resegregation…
Pamela Grundy uses the history of a community’s beloved school to tell 
a broader American story of education, community, democracy and 
race – all while raising questions about present-day strategies for school 
reform.”

Th e conversation, of course, is open to the community. We are hopeful that members of other 
faith communities will join us. To reserve child care, email LRSmit@mpumc.org.

Greg Jarrell

Pamela Grundy

Louis Trosch Jr.

Justin Perry

Erik Turner



THROUGHOUT FEBRUARY
• Donate blue sweatshirts (sized to fi t elementary and middle 

school students) in the Parish Life lobby bin for our school 
partners. Details: Julie Wentz at jwentz@mpumc.org.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22
• Middle school youth are invited to enjoy a Charlotte Check-

ers hockey game from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. Middle School 
Mayhem, as it’s dubbed, costs $25. Register at
www.mpumcyouth.org.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25
• Learn how God “wired” you to make a diff erence through 

your spiritual gift s, heart, abilities, personality and experi-
ences. Wired 4 Ministry class is 9:30 a.m. to noon. Registra-
tion and preclass exercises are required. Reach Carol Tate at 
704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
• Th e Caregivers Support Group meets at 11:30 a.m. in Room 

105 of the Parish Life Building, off ering caregivers the chance 
to share their experiences. All are welcome. Details: Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28
• Continue the conversation on Th e Color of Law at 7:00 p.m. 

in Jubilee Hall. What is the Housing Charlotte Framework? 
How will the city spend the $50 million Trust Fund to sup-
port the growth of aff ordable housing? Learn more at www.
colorofl awclt.com

TUESDAY, MARCH 5
• Th e Shrove Tuesday pancake supper is 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

in Jubilee Hall with hot pancakes, topping bar, king cake, 
mask-making, music and more. Cost is $7 for adults (13 and 
over), $5 for children (12 and under), with a $28 maximum 
per family. Make reservations at www.myersparkumc.org by 
noon March 4. Details: Rev. Barbara Barden at bbarden@
mpumc.org.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
• Marking the start of Lent, Ash Wednesday services are at 

11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, Th e 7:00 p.m. 
service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. To 
reserve child care, email LRSmit@mpumc.org.

MONDAY, MARCH 11
• A panel discussion at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall will explore 

Color And Character: How Integration Built Equity At West 
Charlotte High. Pamela Grundy, who wrote Color and 
Character: West Charlotte High and the American Struggle 
over Educational Equity, will participate. She’ll be joined by 
Judge Louis Trosch Jr., community activist Justin Perry and 
Sedgefi eld Middle School Principal Erik Turner to discuss 
their time at West Charlotte High and lessons for today. For 
child care, email LRSmit@mpumc.org.

MAY 26 TO JUNE 1
• College-age young people can join the team traveling to 

Reynosa, Mexico, to work with Faith Ministries to build 
friendships while constructing a house. Cost is $750 including 
airfare. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/college-mexico.

JULY 29 TO AUGUST 2
• Th e annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes 

youth in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of 100% 
Chance Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Youth will sing, dance, act and make sets and props. Regis-
ter now through March 31 for $200. Cost is $225 aft er early 
registration. Financial assistance is available. Register online 
in Realm. Details: Nancy Hamff  at nancy@mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME
• Each Th ursday and Friday night through March 31, the 

church off ers warm meals, beds and fellowship for homeless 
neighbors through Room In Th e Inn. Opportunities for indi-
viduals, families and groups to participate include driving the van, 
preparing and serving a meal, and staying overnight. Reach Greg 
Wells at 704-609-4036 or greg@willisengineers.com.

• Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around 
the world. Donate to our out-the-door Jubilee Plus! outreach 
fund year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or 
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo 
line and put it in the off ering plate or mail to the church.

• Join the team that meets the second Wednesday of each 
month from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Loaves & Fishes warehouse 
at 648 Griffi  th Road to sort donated food. Details: Laura 
Weller at lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

Calendar 
DR. HOWELL’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look will explore Mo-
ments In Th e Life Of Jesus, In Th e Gospel Of Luke at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. each Wednes-
day through Easter (April 21) in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, 
just come and bring a friend. Come any week you can; each week is an independent entity. 
Details: james@mpumc.org.



By Christine Mull

Some 100 women attended the 13th annual Wom-
en’s Retreat at Caraway Conference Center near 

Asheboro. Th e theme of our gathering was Encoun-
ter – Th e Everyday Art Of Worship. Th e presenter 
was our own Director of Creative Arts, Megan 
Argabrite. Women were encouraged to see cre-
ation anew, and to take part in co-creating with our 
God. We experienced the Word, as well as knitting, 
stretching, painting, origami, and drumming as 
part of a unique, multisensory weekend of worship 

and fellowship. A highlight of the weekend was the 
surprise gift  to Rev. Barbara Barden, who retires this 
year aft er 13 years of leading the retreat. In recog-
nition of her ability to see the loveliness in each of 
us as a contribution to the beauty of the whole, she 
was presented with a quilt. Th e quilt was made up of 
blocks personalized by each lady present, and sewn 
together (in secret!) during the weekend. Th e pre-
sentation of the quilt during Sunday worship was a 
moving tribute to a woman who helped lay a solid 
foundation for this thriving ministry to continue.

A Fellowship Of Women,
A Gift  For Barbara

A high point of the Women’s Retreat: Presenting a 
handmade quilt to Rev. Barbara Barden as her retire-
ment nears – an expression of our love and gratitude for 
what she has done for this annual gathering, and for the 
church family as a whole. Photos by Sarah Gibson.
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Passages
• Th e Shrove Tuesday pancake supper from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 5, in Jubilee Hall will feature pancakes, topping 
bar, king cake, music, mask-making and more. Tickets are $7 
for adults (13 and over), $5 for children (12 and under) with a 
$28 maximum per family.  Make reservations by noon March 4 
at www.myersparkumc.
org. Questions? Reach 
Rev. Barbara Barden at 
bbarden@mpumc.org.

• Ash Wednesday ser-
vices are at 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. March 6 
in the Sanctuary. Th e 
7:00 p.m. service will be 
livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. To 
reserve child care for 
either service, email 
LRSmit@mpumc.org.

• Maundy Th ursday 
service is at 7:30 p.m. 
Th ursday, April 18. It 
will be livestreamed at 
www.myersparkumc.org. 
Email LRSmit@mpumc.
org to reserve child care.

• Good Friday service 
is at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
April 19. It will be 
livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Email LRSmit@mpumc.org to reserve 
child care.

• Easter sunrise service is at 7:00 a.m. April 21 in Francis Chapel. 
Th e regular Sunday worship schedule follows: 8:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church In Th e Round in Jubilee Hall, and 
9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Th e 11:00 a.m. service 
will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Th ere will be 
regular child care for the four later services. 

• Five Lenten small groups are off ered: Entering Th e Passion Of 
Jesus Mondays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. March 4 to April 8; 
Th e Seven Experiment Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. March 5 
to April 16; Six Th ings We Should Know About God Th ursdays 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. March 7 to April 11; Entering Th e 
Passion Of Jesus Th ursdays from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. March 7 
to April 11; and Listen on Th ursdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
March 7 to April 11. Request to join a group and learn more at 
Realm or at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• Th e Francis Chapel labyrinth will be open for the fi rst time 
during Holy Week, from 2:00 p.m. Palm Sunday, April 14, to 
2:00 p.m. Holy Saturday, April 20. Come anytime that week to 
walk and pray the labyrinth. During Holy Week, there will be a 

special invitation to pray the Stations of the Cross.
• An outdoor Stations of the Cross is planned in the Hopewell 

parking lot across from the church during Holy Week. Encoun-
ter the last days of Jesus’ life while praying under tall oak trees. 

• A Creative Prayer Room for children and families will be avail-
able through Lent. Rooms 
257 and 258 in the Snyder 
Building will be transformed 
into a creative prayer room 
for children of all ages, open 
whenever the church is open.
• Stephen Ministries’ 
annual Lenten devotional 
booklet will be available free 
of charge around the church 
starting around Ash Wednes-
day.

Lent And Your Family

To help get you in the spirit, 
the Cornerstone shares this 
wisdom that Children’s Minis-
tries shared with its families:

Looking for some special 
practices your family can 
do during Lent?   Check out 
these suggestions.

• Have simpler meals. 
Maybe have dessert only on weekends.  Donate the money 
you’re saving to a food bank.

• Reduce your screen time. Designate a tech-free night each 
week. Spend time playing a game or reading a Bible story 
together.

• Clean up the yard of someone who can’t do that chore.  
Don’t know anyone? Ask someone in our Congregational Care 
ministry.

• Decorate a small can, box or jar and collect spare change 
from family members. At the end of Lent, decide together on 
an organization to donate the money to.

• Invite someone who’s new to church or your neighborhood 
over for a meal.

• Invite someone to attend Holy Week or Easter services with 
your family.

• Do a good deed daily for someone at school or work. When 
you gather for meals, share what each person has done.         

Source: Pockets, March 2019.

REALM GIVING:
PAPERLESS STATEMENTS

Babies 
Elwin Wells Honeycutt, son of Stephanie and Rob Honeycutt and 
brother of Clive Honeycutt, born on December 19, 2018.

Weddings
Molly Dedmon and Adam Goodson, married on February 9, 2019, 
at the church.

New ways to give are here! In 2018, we made exciting changes 
to our church’s online giving program. Our updated program 

off ers more ways for you to support the church. Giving should be 
easy, and Realm places 
giving right in the palm 
of your hands. You may 
set up recurring gift s, 
view your giving his-
tory, and make changes 
to your personal in-
formation at any time. 
Realm automatically 
records all electronic 
gift s and adds them 
to your giving record, 
making it easy for you 
to give, and easy for our 
business offi  ce to track. 
With these new tools 
at our disposal, we will 
begin issuing paper-
less statements via email. Th is means that both your quarterly and 
year-end giving statements will be sent to the email address that we 

have on fi le for you. Th erefore, it’s imperative to ensure that we have 
the appropriate email address for you in Realm. Log in to Realm 
to make sure your information is accurate and up-to-date. Have 

questions about setting 
up a Realm account? 
Contact Rev. Barbara 
Barden at bbarden@
mpumc.org. In the 
event that you are 
unable to receive your 
statements by email, 
contact Linda Edward-
sen in the Business Of-
fi ce at 704-295-4842. 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKES,
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES

AND MORE


