
In the rush of life in and out of 
church, you just might overlook 
all the cool things going on 
around here. And we’re talking 
about more than the always-
cool worship, learning, pastoral 
care and outreach…Dr. Howell 
hosted an insightful multimedia 
program on God and sports. 
Read more about it inside 
today’s Cornerstone. Author 
Austin Channing Brown chal-
lenged an audience that fi lled 
Jubilee Hall to confront the sins 
of the past on the journey to 
racial reconciliation. “It is the 
truth,” she said, “that will set 
us free.” Read more about it in 
this issue. Th ere’s more: Martha 
Bassett and her band (including 
our own Sarah Howell-Miller, 
daughter of James and Lisa 
Howell) will perform its brand 
of Americana music and talk 
about music and faith at 6:30 
p.m. Sunday, January 27, in 
Jubilee Hall. And at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, February 4, in Jubilee 
Hall, ministry partner Greg 
Jarrell will talk about the work 
going on in west Charlotte. We 
did say cool: He’ll also play his 
saxophone as he links music 
and ministry.
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• Substitutes are needed for our reading program at Dilworth El-
ementary-Sedgefi eld campus on Tuesdays and Th ursdays from 
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Reach Beth Gage at BethGage@me.com.

• Th e 35th annual Witherspooon Lecture at UNC Charlotte 
honors the life of the late Loy Witherspoon, former chair of re-
ligious studies at UNCC and a member of our church. Scholar 
Tanya Luhrmann will explore Shamans And Schizophrenia: 
How Religious Practice May Change Psychotic Experience at 7:00 
p.m. Tuesday, February 5, at UNCC Center City at 320 E. 9th 
St. For reservations, visit www.religiousstudies.uncc.edu/news.

• Some beautiful trips are planned in 2019: A border experience 
in McAllen, Texas, February 12-21; ZOE Kenya mission Febru-
ary 19-28; Costa Rica April 13-20; College-age trip to Mexico 
May 26 to June 1; and ZOE Kenya Mission July 16-25. Visit 
www.myersparkumc.org to learn more and fi nd your place.

• Youth have planned some powerful trips, too: Middle school 
mission to Chicago June 9-14; High school mission to Kenya 

June 18-29; High school mission to Mountain T.O.P. in Tennes-
see June 22-29; and High school mission to Mexico July 14-20. 
Again, turn to www.myersparkumc.org for more.

• Also, the Chancel Choir will travel to Scotland May 20-28 to 
share its gift s.

• Instructor Diane Cevallos leads a yoga class Th ursdays at 10:00 
a.m. in Room 031 downstairs in the Snyder Building. A dona-
tion of $15 per class is suggested. Bring your mat. Th e class of-
fers a Christ-centered approach to physical and mental health. 
All levels of experience and fi tness are welcome. Details: Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• Men of all skill levels are invited to play basketball at 8:30 a.m. 
Saturdays through April 27 in the Youth Building Gym. Ques-
tions? Reach Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

READ TO A CHILD, 2019 MISSION TRIPS, TAKE YOGA

• Children’s Ministries hosts Family Movie Night from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Friday, February 8, in Jubilee Hall. Bring a picnic sup-
per and a blanket to sit on and enjoy Th e Secret Life of Pets. Th e 
movie will start at 5:45 p.m. Popcorn and drinks (tea, lemonade 
and water) will be served.

• If you haven’t already, please return as soon as you are able your 
Estimate of Giving card to support the 2019 operating budget 
and Jubilee Plus! outreach fund. You can also make an estimate 
of giving, or gift , at www.myersparkumc.org.

• Once Francis Chapel reopens, you’ll be able to walk the perma-
nent labyrinth installed in the fl oor. You are invited to donate 
$150 for a tile for the labyrinth. Order forms are outside Francis 
Chapel in the Parish Life lobby. Complete the form and return 
it with your check to Myers Park United Methodist Church 

(attention Saribeth Dozier) at 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte NC 
28207. Checks should be made out to the church with Laby-
rinth in the memo line.

• Faith Girls and God’s Guys – weekly Bible studies for fi ft h-grade 
girls and boys –  meets Sundays from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. through 
March. Faith Girls meets in Room 240 in the Snyder Building, 
off ering “tween girls” an opportunity to study, learn and make 
new friends. Reach Director of Children’s Ministries Amy Har-
riman at 704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org for more. 
God’s Guys meets in Room 239 in the Snyder Building. Church 
member Kenan Gay will help “tween boys” understand why 
God is important in everything they do. Reach Kenan at gay.
kenan@gmail.cm. 

 ENJOY FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT,
FAITH GIRLS, GOD’S GUYS

CAN WE SHARE THE 
PAIN? CAN WE LET 
HISTORY DRIVE US?

By Ken Garfi eld

Author Austin Channing Brown 
was eight years old. Having 

frequently been mistaken for a boy 
when her name was called at school, 
Austin asked her Mom why they 
gave her that name. Her Mom’s 
answer? So that when she grew up 
and fi lled out a job application, the 
employer would think she was a 
white man and at least grant her 
an interview. “I think I just learned 
something about race,” Austin recalls 
thinking. “I knew she was preparing 
me for some kind of reality, to be a 
black girl in America.”

Th at’s how the young writer and 
activist opened her talk on racial 
reconciliation in Jubilee Hall: Chal-
lenging the overfl ow (and diverse in 
race and age) crowd to recall the sins 
of our past. To affi  rm our diff erences 
rather than minimize them. And 
to act. “My God,” she said, “can we 
share the pain? Can we let that his-
tory drive us to do better?”

Austin shares her convictions in 
I’m Still Here – Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness. You can learn more about her 
life and work at www.austinchanningbrown.com. Traveling around the country, speaking to 
church groups, nonprofi ts and college audiences, she shares snapshots from her childhood: At 
church, she sang Jesus loves the little children. But in school, she never had the opportunity 
to learn about people of color, and black culture. From her story comes a challenge: It is time 
to recall and confess to the sins of the past (slavery, mass incarceration, Jim Crow) because it 
is the truth that will set us free. It won’t be easy, she told us – “I am not your Kumbuyah, let’s 
all hug it out and it’ll be OK.” But if we are serious about becoming a multicultural society, she 
said, we must affi  rm our diff erences, understand how we get to this oft en divided place in our 
society, and then do something about it.

She asked the question: What can a nearly all-white, affl  uent church do?

Th en she answered it: Show up at City Council and demand that the school curriculum be re-
written to be racially diverse. If there was more time, she would have off ered more suggestions 
on the long and winding road to reconciliation. Instead, she closed with a question:

Austin Channing Brown shares a moment with Dr. How-
ell before the program in Jubilee Hall.

Photo by Ken Garfi eld.
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THROUGHOUT JANUARY
• Donate baby blankets, socks, hats, onesies and T-shirts (all 

infant sizes) for the Salvation Army Center of Hope. Items 
go in the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25
• Search Charlotte welcomes Dr. Ben Witherington to a 

forum from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, exploring A 
Singular Jesus In A Pluralistic Culture. Up for exploration: 
Is Jesus unique among so many relevant options? Th e free 
event and dessert reception are open to all. Dr. Withering-
ton, a Bible scholar with deep ties to our church, has spoken 
here over the years. Th e nonprofi t Search Charlotte seeks to 
help people fi nd meaningful answers and spiritual direction 
for life’s toughest questions. Details: Davis Kuykendall at 
704-591-9834 or dkuykendall@searchnational.org.

MONDAY, JANUARY 28
• Author Richard Rothstein will join us at First Baptist 

Church West at 1801 Oaklawn Avenue in Charlotte from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. to discuss his book, Th e Color of Law, and 
the impact governmental policies have on residential racial 
segregation. To learn more, visit  www.colorofl awclt.com.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 29
• Want to know more about church business? All are welcome 

to attend Administrative Board meetings, the next one in 
Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., 
the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Details: Executive Director Saribeth 
Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3
• Donate blood from 7:30 a.m. to noon in the Youth Building 

Gym. You can make an appointment from 9:00 to 11:00 
a.m. Sunday, January 27, in the Parish Life lobby. Walk-ins 
are also welcome February 3. Details: Carmen Rivera at 
704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. Th e drive honors the 
memory of church member Mitchell Bays Turner, who died 
as the result of leukemia on Palm Sunday 2014. He was two.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• Rev. Bill Roth and counselor Bronah Livingston lead a 

Marriage Matters seminar from 9:00 a.m. to noon in Room 
108 of the Parish Life Building. Th is meets the premarital 
counseling requirements for those getting married at our 
church. You must preregister. Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-
295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11
• February is American Heart Month, the perfect time to 

learn CPR and how to use the automated external defi brilla-
tor (AED) that are around the campus. A class is 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m. in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. Cost is $40. 
Register and pay online through Realm or reach Carmen 
Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME
• Each Th ursday and Friday night through March 31, the 

church off ers warm meals, beds and fellowship for home-
less neighbors through Room In Th e Inn. Opportunities 
for individuals, families and groups to participate include 
driving the van, preparing and serving a meal, and staying 
overnight. Reach Greg Wells at 704-609-4036 or greg@
willisengineers.com.

• Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around 
the world. Donate to our out-the-door Jubilee Plus! outreach 
fund year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or 
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo 
line and put it in the off ering plate or mail to the church.

• Let us know when you or a loved one is in the hospital, has 
had a baby or faces a sudden need. Call 704-376-8584.

• Join the team that meets the second Wednesday of each 
month from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Loaves & Fishes warehouse 
at 648 Griffi  th Road to sort donated food. Details: Laura 
Weller at lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

Calendar 
DR. HOWELL’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look will explore Mo-
ments In Th e Life Of Jesus, In Th e Gospel Of Luke at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. each Wednes-
day through Easter in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, just come 
and bring a friend. Come any week you can; each week is an independent entity. Details: 
james@mpumc.org.



God delights in sports and so do you 
and I. Who hasn’t been thrilled by 

a Michael Jordan memory, a scramble 
by Cam Newton, the last minute of a 
Duke-Carolina basketball game? Indeed, 
Dr. Howell gathered us in Jubilee Hall 
for a conversation about God and sports 
moments before Clemson clobbered Ala-
bama in the NCAA championship game.

I grew up on sports. It’s forever in my 
heart. I stood outside Madison Square Garden one winter’s 
night to meet my idol, basketball star Bill Bradley. Decades 
aft er he played second base for my beloved Yankees, I re-
member meeting my other idol, Bobby Richardson, at a men’s 
dinner at First Baptist 
Church here in town. I 
can still hear hardball 
hitting batting helmet 
the day I beaned Ar-
thur Garfi nkle in Little 
League. I thought I killed 
the poor kid.

I will acknowledge that 
the purity of my love 
for sports has been 
tempered by reality: 
Steroids, crazy contracts 
(shouldn’t teachers 
make more than point 
guards?), teams threaten-
ing to leave town unless 
luxury suites are up-
graded. Th ere have been 
so many misdeeds that 
I no longer put athletes 
on a pedestal. Except 
for Stephen Curry, who 
gave my son, Matt, and 
me the greatest father/
son moment of our lives during Davidson’s magical run in the 
2008 NCAA tournament.

Our Senior Pastor’s wonderful, warm program reminded me 
of the greatness of sports on so many levels…

Sports he said, gives us a chance to be part of something 
bigger than ourselves. How else do a zillion fans in Boston, 
Cleveland or any other city come together as one to celebrate 
their team’s championship? Sports inspires us, forever re-
ally. Every time the movie Miracle comes on some cable TV 

channel, I stop to watch the 1980 U.S. Olympic hockey team 
win the gold medal. “Do you believe in miracles?” I believe 
in the power of sports to touch our heart and soul. To play 
sports at any level teaches you teamwork, discipline, hard 
work and how to lose with grace, a good lesson to learn since 
loss is an inevitable part of life. To watch sports reminds us 
to be thankful for all God’s blessings. Dr. Howell touched us 
all by showing a clip of Lou Gehrig’s now-mythical speech: 
Fourth of July 1939, stricken with ALS, Gehrig tells the Yan-
kee Stadium crowd, “Yet today I consider myself the luckiest 
man on the face of this earth.” Courage, grace, faith. Not a 
bad message…

Yes, there are some things about faith and sports that con-
found us, like the football player who points to the heavens 

aft er a touchdown or the 
athlete who says it was 
God’s will that he screw 
up. And yes, the collision 
of politics and sports 
oft en leaves us bruised, 
sometimes far deeper 
than the debate over 
kneeling for the National 
Anthem: Dr. Howell 
showed us a slide of the 
murder of Israeli athletes 
at the 1972 Olympics. 
Th e room went still. And 
yet, politics and sports 
off ers us other moments: 
Th e slide of Jesse Owens 
accepting the gold medal 
at the 1936 Olympics in 
Hitler’s Germany reminds 
us that the struggle for 
reconciliation isn’t over.

I confess, I kept an eye 
on the clock during Dr. 
Howell’s program. I was 

headed aft erward to meet my son at a local watering hole to 
watch the Clemson-Alabama game. I make no apology. God 
delights in sports and so do you and I.

Writer/Editor Ken Garfi eld welcomes your ideas for stories 
worth telling. Reach him at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Conversation On Faith:
God And Sports And You And Me

Ken Garfi eld



Passages

Please mark your calendars…

Americana Music. At 6:30 p.m. Sunday, January 27, in Jubilee Hall, 
Martha Bassett and her band will perform and share how they 
see God and faith in secular music. Band members include Sarah 
Howell-Miller, daughter of James and Lisa Howell. Learn more at 
www.marthabassett.com. From her website: “Martha Bassett was 
raised on the bluegrass and gospel of her native West Virginia farm-
land…Her musical inspiration moves eff ortlessly through swing, 
jazz, folk, country and rock….Regularly seen on stages at Merlefest, 
Eastern Music Festival, Shakori Hills Grassroots Festival and con-
cert venues throughout North Carolina and Virginia, she’s opened 
for Lyle Lovett, Tony Bennett, the Avett Brothers, Squirrel Nut 
Zippers, Jim Lauderdale and Chuck Prophet.” One 
reviewer way back when wrote: “Her music was as 
eclectic as her outfi t. Wearing jeans and disco shoes, 
she began her show with a rollicking honky-tonk ver-
sion of My Bucket’s Got a Hole in It.…Th e highlight of 
the evening was her version of the Mick Jagger/Keith 
Richards classic Loving Cup.”

‘A Riff  Of Love.’ At 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 4, 
in Jubilee Hall, Greg Jarrell of ministry partner QC 
Family Tree will present a program based on his 
book, A Riff  of Love – Notes On Community And Be-
longing. Greg will talk about QC Family Tree’s work 
in the Enderly Park neighborhood of west Charlotte 
and play the saxophone as he links music and min-
istry. Learn more at www.qcfamilytree.org or www.
gregjarrell.com. From Greg’s website: “Greg’s work 
with neighbors in Enderly Park focuses on building 

from their gift s, creating economic opportunity, and combating 
serial displacement and land loss in a rapidly changing neighbor-
hood.” From Rev. Nathan Arledge: “Greg Jarrell and vocalist Dawn 
Anthony will guide us in an evening of music, book discussion and 
hard gospel conversations about being present with our neighbors. 
In 2019, our missions focus is Presence Matters. We are encourag-
ing our church family to take a deep commitment with our sisters 
and brothers locally, nationally and internationally. Th is is what 
QC Family Tree does so well. Presence takes eff ort and energy. We 
have lots to learn from Greg on what it means to be fully present in 
community.”

NEWS ABOUT SARAH, KEN AND TRINITY

In Memory
Eloise Schumann, mother of Sue Truscello, who died on January 
7, 2019.

Babies
Collins Emilia Summey, daughter of Cathleen and Jarrod 
Summey, born on December 17, 2018. Tallulah Jean Prescott, 

daughter of Alicia and Brandon Prescott and sister of Griffi  n 
Prescott, born on January 8, 2019.

Weddings
Emily Walters and Chris Hood, married on January 12, 2019, at the 
church.

• Sarah Gibson is the church’s new 
Interim Director of Communica-
tions, overseeing the telling of 
our stories and what we’re up to 
in ministry. Sarah joined us from 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
where she served as Outreach 
Administrator, focusing on global 
missions. Before that, she worked 
as Youth Ministries Assistant 
at Matthews United Methodist 
Church, her home church, where 
she also leads an adult small 
group. In her new role, Sarah will 
be in charge of the church website, social media, videos and 
print publications. She lives in Matthews with her two young 
sons. Reach Sarah at 704-295-4841 or sarah@mpumc.org. Bet-
ter yet, stop by her offi  ce in Room 247 across from the work-
room to share a “Hello!” and a story idea.

• Ken Garfi eld has begun as Writer/Editor, focusing on tell-
ing the stories of the church and its members, primarily in the 
Cornerstone, Intersection magazine, annual report and special 
projects. He started as Director of Communications in 2006. He 
decided to assume a halft ime role that allows him more time 
to write for nonprofi ts and others (including obituaries), long 

his passion. You’ll still fi nd him most 
mornings in Room 245 next to the 
workroom. Reach him at 704-295-
4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

• Trinity Martin arrives as Interim 
Director of Handbells with more 
than 20 years of experience in music 
ministry. She previously served as 
Director of Children and Youth Music 
and Handbells at Elon Community 
Church in Elon, N.C. She joined the 
2018-19 season of Charlotte Bronze 

Handbell En-
semble, serv-
ing as its assistant conductor. She and 
husband, Steve Martin, a lawyer, have 
three daughters together. Her offi  ce is in 
Room 235 in the Music Ministries suite. 
Reach her at 704-295-4806 or tmartin@
mpumc.org. 

Coming Soon:
AMERICANA MUSIC,

A RIFF OF LOVE

Ken Garfi eldSarah Gibson

Trinity Martin

Greg Jarrell of QC Family 
Tree is coming to share his 
music and ministry on 
February 4.

Martha Bassett and her band, including Sarah Howell-Miller (left ), daughter of 
James and Lisa Howell. Th ey’ll be here January 27.

“God is speaking through every single one of you…What is the evidence that you care as a church?”

• Want to work on our continuing racial reconciliation eff orts? Richard Rothstein joins us at First Baptist Church West at 1801 Oaklawn 
Avenue from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Monday, January 28, to discuss his book, Th e Color of Law. Visit www.colorofl awclt.com. Greg Jarrell 
of ministry partner QC Family Tree presents a program at 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 4, in Jubilee Hall on his book, A Riff  of Love – 
Notes On Community And Belonging. He will also play the saxophone as he links music and ministry. Learn more at www.qcfamilytree.
org or www.gregjarrell.com. To participate in our school partnerships, reach Julie Wentz at jwentz@mpumc.org. Join the group work-
ing on aff ordable housing by contacting Mary Kelly at mary.mf.kelly@gmail.com. Several church members have participated in Duke 
Divinity School’s Summer Institute for Reconciliation. Visit www.dukesummerinstitute.com. For more on our Race Forward group, 
reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.
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