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Snapshots

At the start of summer,
we lift up our theme –
Worship Matters – and all
the ways you can connect
with us whether you are in
or out of town. First and
foremost, join us for worship.
We maintain our regular
schedule of services. And
the Sunday shuttle runs
every week, making it easy
to get to and from church.
If you’re out of town, you
can worship with us via
livestream at
livestream.com/mpumc.
Keep up with all that we are
doing at
www.myersparkumc.org,
including a calendar of
activities, and on Facebook
and Instagram. Look for the
next edition of Intersection
magazine in July. In this
issue, we will celebrate
Worship Matters, introduce
you to our new clergy and
Parish Nurse Lauren Smith
and lots more. You can also
give all year round at
www.myersparkumc.
org/give, including to our
Jubilee Plus! fund devoted
to outreach. Among the
many ministries sustained
by your support of this vital
fund is the summer Freedom
School for at-risk children
and youth, Men’s Shelter,
ZOE Ministries in Kenya and
more.

Gregory Boyle And
Homeboy Industries

An Invitation
Church family, I want to invite you to an
incredible evening, August 5th at 6:30pm..
Father Gregory Boyle of Homeboy Industries
(https://homeboyindustries.org/) will be with
us in Charlotte, and we are hosting. Father
Boyle is the world famous author of, Tattoos
on the Heart and Barking to the Choir. He
lives an incarnational life as he loves on the
community where he is serving with former
gang members and those coming out of gangs,
the homies. One of my favorite quotes he offers
is, “it’s hard to demonize someone when you
get to know them.” Everything he does and
teaches is about radical kinship, a level of love
and respect for one another that will reconcile
across all lines.
His time with us on August 5th will be Holy,
tearful, and a Thin Place between heaven and
earth as we will
hear stories of
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n,
hope, death, and
love. As we as church continue to seek ways to love
and live in presence with our neighbors in all we do,
the populations we journey with have been touched
by incarceration, and violence to some degree, so
this will be a great evening to further our awareness
of our neighbors and how we might dive deeper
into radical kinship here in Charlotte.
- Fr. Gregory Boyle
See you August 5th at 6:30!
Rev. Nathan Arledge

New Doors Enhance Our Security
Sunday Schedule
Sanctuary Services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

As many of you may have noticed by now, new security doors have been added
around our campus. The installation of the doors is part of the ongoing efforts
of the Safety and Security Committee, which has been tasked with making our
campus a safe environment for all.
Following a review of the recommendations provided to the committee by Chris
Swecker, former Assistant Director of the FBI, the decision was made to add this
extra layer of protection to our weekday school and staff.
On Sundays, the doors will be open for easy access around the building but during
the week, the doors will be closed and only accessible by key fob so you’ll need
to stop by the front desk first before coming up to say hello to anyone on staff.

Passages
In Memory

Lenoir Williams Tucker, mother of Campbell Tucker
and grandmother of Sarah Campbell and Carley
Tucker, who died on May 22, 2019. Donald Sanborn
Redding, father of Sally Hanchett and friend of Linda
Myers, who died on June 2, 2019.

May 19, 2019. Benjamin Christopher Kearns , son of
Ellie and Jamie Kearns, brother of TJ, born on May 20,
2019.

Weddings
Laura Baker and Michael Wong, married on June 1,
2019, in our church.

Babies
Wyatt Oliver Mahon, son of Caroline and Reilly
Mahon, granddaughter of Wyndy Rorie, niece of Will
and Hailey Rorie, and cousin of Liam Rorie, born on

Youth Mission Trip Commissioning
On Sunday morning, June 2, we commissioned 92 youth
and adult chaperones as they prepare to head out for
summer mission trips to Chicago, Kenya, Mountain Top
Tennessee, and Mexico. What a gift it also was to have
the Youth Praise Team helping to lead worship in Church
in the Round. Continue to hold this group close in your
prayers as they willingly give up a week of their summer
to answer the call to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

It’s Good To Glorify God At Camp Tekoa
Jessica and Chad Mitchell and their family were among 70
folks who enjoyed the annual church Memorial Day weekend
at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains. Jessica shares the
experience.
Our family just marked four years in the attendance book
at Camp Tekoa. By now, we’ve worked up the parenting
courage to bring all four kids (ages 5-10). In fact, a trip to
Camp Tekoa was all one of them wanted for her birthday.
Done!
Tekoa is chock full of all the things you’d expect (bugs
and a lack of air conditioning included), balanced out by
rich opportunities to interact with God’s creation and
His people. I could go on about the fun activities – rock
climbing, canoes, fishing, zip lining, crafts, kickball games,
s’mores and Vespers, to name a few. But what really makes
a lasting impression is the fellowship. You learn a lot about a
person over scrambled eggs and a power outage.
It’s the chance to deepen relationships that keeps us coming
back. It’s good to learn more about each other’s struggles,
joys and spiritual gifts. It’s good to cast a wide net and meet

church members outside of your typical routine. It’s good to
create lasting family memories. It’s good to glorify God at
Camp Tekoa.

Calendar
Dr. Howell’s Bible Study
Dr. Howell’s Bible study will explore The Apostles’ Creed at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Tuesday,
June 25, in Room 107 of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, join us and bring a friend!

Throughout June

July 29-August 2

Donations of casual shorts, short-sleeved shirts and
deodorant are welcome in the Parish Life lobby bin
for men in the Rebound substance abuse recovery
program at Charlotte Rescue Mission. Details: Kathryn
Melton at kathryn.r.melton@gmail.com.

The annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes
youth in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of
100% Chance Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Youth will sing, dance, act, and make sets and
props. Cost is $225. Financial assistance is available.
Register online in Realm. Details: Nancy Hamff at
nancy@mpumc.org.

Thursday, June 13
The Bach Akademie will present a concert of works by
Bach at 12:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Tickets are $15.

Monday, August 5

Freedom School is in session weekdays at Marie G. Davis
School, helping 80 scholars avoid summer learning loss.
Our church annually welcomes volunteers to reads to
students, chaperone field trips, pray for scholars and
Servant Leader Interns, and more. To help, reach Susan
Gardner Scott at sgsphotography@gmail.com.

Save the date for Monday, August 5, 6:30 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church as we welcome Father Gregory
Boyle, of Homeboy Industries, to Charlotte. Homeboy
Industries is the largest and most successful gang
intervention, rehab, and re-entry program in the world
and has become a model for other organizations and
cities. Details: Rev. Nathan Arledge at
nathan@mpumc.org.

Tuesday, June 25

October 23–25

The Caregivers Support Group welcomes all to share the
challenges and rewards of the experience at 11:30 a.m. in
Room 106 of the Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse
Lauren Smith at 704-295-4836 or lsmith@mpumc.org.

The Fall Bible Retreat at Lake Junaluska in the N.C.
mountains features Rev. Nancy Watson presenting
ENOUGH – The Economy Of God. Cost is $220 for a
single room and $375 for a double room with a $75
deposit due at registration. Deadline to sign up is
September 15. Learn more and register at
www.myersparkumc.org/events.

June 17–July 25

Sunday, June 30
Join us at noon in Jubilee Hall as we celebrate the ministry
and friendship of Rev. Barbara Barden upon her retirement.
A love offering is being taken. Please make a check out to
the church with Love Offering in the memo line.

Sunday, July 7
James and Lisa Howell invite young adults to a drop-in
social at their home between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. to greet
one another and meet our new two new clergy, Jessica
Dayson and Taylor Pryde Barefoot. Food and beverages
will be provided at this casual event. RSVP and note the
address at bit.ly/youngadultsocial. While we love children
and welcome them to church events, this one is not
set up for little ones.

Sunday, July 14
Enjoy fellowship and a cool treat at Popsicles On The
Playground at 10:45 a.m. on the church playground. Details:
Katharine Willis at 704-295-4804 or kwillis@mpumc.org.

All The Time
Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around
the world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund
year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/give or write a
check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line
and put it in the offering plate or mail to the church.
The Sunday shuttle bus service runs continually from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers
Park Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off
Selwyn Avenue.
The Garden Ministry, which grows goodies in the
plot beside the Parish Life Building for refugees
new to Charlotte, welcomes newcomers to help.
Reach Elizabeth Field at 704-754-2050 or
elizabethfield91011@gmail.com.

God’s Love
Knows No Borders
College student Callie Bernard shared with us her
remarkable experience building not only homes, but also
relationships in Reynosa, Mexico.

It’s extremely difficult for me to put into words how much
of an impact this week had on me. In short, I have never
laughed harder and felt more loved in my entire life. No
matter how much love or sweat I pour into this trip, I
always leave feeling like those I aimed to serve gave me
more than I could ever give them.
As a team, we built a house for a woman, Herlinda, who
recently lost her husband unexpectedly to cancer and
needed this home, not only for herself, but so she could
care for her elderly parents. The foreman and volunteers
working for Faith Ministry epitomize a serving heart; they
continuously smile and are always patient with their less
construction-savvy American volunteers. Although a
large part of this trip is about mixing concrete, pouring
roofs, and stacking cinder blocks to create walls, this trip
is ultimately about breaking down the walls that seem
to divide us by forming friendships with our Mexican
friends.
Throughout the trip, Nathan asked us to reflect as to
why we felt the Lord had called us on this trip. What I
realized is that my thinking shifted throughout the
week from believing that I was there to build a house,
to believing that I was there to learn to love better.
Our friends in Reynosa love with no selfish ambition, just
out of the Christian love in their heart.
Nathan emphasized the importance of “living beyond
the status quo” and challenged us to Live Differently
by shifting the narrative when we returned home. With
that being said, until you have truly interacted with,
worked alongside, and been unconditionally loved by
these people, you have no grounds to judge, hate, or
discriminate against them. The Lord calls us to be His
hands and feet; however, just as importantly, He calls
us to love one another unconditionally, despite our
differences. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ;
thus, our differences are miniscule in comparison to our
similarities. One of the most profound things I took away
from one of our devotions was the idea that “it takes a
whole world to understand a whole Christ.” I challenge
each and every one of us to ask ourselves today in what
ways we can better embrace, serve, and fully LOVE our
brothers and sisters, all over the world. God’s love knows
no borders

Get To Know
Our Summer Interns
DIERDRE JONESE AUSTIN | Missions
College:
Georgetown University, graduated May 2019 | Candler School of Theology
Master of Divinity Candidate, starting Fall 2019
What Inspires You About Being At MPUMC?
I am inspired by the people at MPUMC. This is my second summer interning
with MPUMC, and it is always a great experience. MPUMC is a welcoming and
friendly church community within the pastors and staff teams as well as in
the community. I am always amazed by the level of care and compassion and
commitment to justice demonstrated by those at MPUMC, from the oldest to
the youngest.
Hobbies or Interests:
Singing, liturgical dancing, writing, race, religion, and social justice
If You Had A Super Power, What Would It Be?
I would want to be able to read minds.

KATIE CROCKFORD | Children’s Ministries
College:
Furman University | Rising Junior
What Is Katie’s Ministry Background?
Katie has spent much of her life immersed in ministries of various kinds at St.
John’s UMC, Rock Hill. She has volunteer experience in a variety children’s
ministry activities and programs including Sunday school, nursery care, Vacation
Bible School leadership, the co-direction of Children’s Choirs (preschool and
elementary aged choirs, 2013-2015), and event planning.
Passionate About In Ministry:
Music, choir, and event planning. She also loves instructing children in
music and choir, helping them to develop their talents and abilities.
Extra-Curriculars At Furman:
Completed Duke Youth Academy program through Duke Divinity School
(2017) | Volunteer singer at First Baptist Greenville | Member of Furman’s
Women’s Chorale.

GRAHAM SUDDETH | Youth Ministries
College:
UNC Charlotte | Senior
What Inspires You About Being At MPUMC?
Having grown up a youth at Myers Park Baptist I know what it is like grow up in this
area and the what youth ministry can add to a youth’s life. I am excited to work
with a energetic and passionate youth staff and a vibrant church. This summer will
help me grow as a person and help me discern my call to ministry.
Hobbies or Interests:
I am a member of the 49er running club at UNCC and we do 5k and 10k races
against other University running clubs. My favorite hobbies include kayaking and
hiking in the mountains, both of which are very calming for me. I’m also involved
in a student ministry with a community group on Tuesdays and worship on
Thursdays at UNCC.
If You Had A Super Power, What Would It Be?
If I had a Superpower it would be the ability to fly. Flying seems like it would be
fun, and I would spend many hours entertaining myself.

Celebrating More Grads

Walk The Labyrinth

Claude Miller

All Are Invited To Walk The Labyrinth

Son of Amelia and Courtenay Miller, graduated from
Washington & Lee University with a B.A. degree in History.

in Francis Chapel. The labyrinth is an ancient spiritual
tool used for prayer and meditation. Please note that all
dates and times are subject to change at any time, due to
funerals that may take place. Monday to Thursday, June
10-13, from 9:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.; Friday, June 14, from
9:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.; Saturday, June 15, from 9:00 a.m.
–2:00 p.m.; and Sunday, June 16, from 8:00 a.m.–1:00
p.m. Labyrinth Keepers will be present for guided walk
and to answer any questions on Wednesday, June 12th,
from 1-8 pm. Visit www.myersparkumc.org for the
latest on the labyrinth. Or contact Rev. Uiyeon Kim at
704-295-4840 or ukim@mpumc.org.

David Sowers
Son of Kay and Marty Sowers, graduated from UNC Chapel
Hill with an M.A. degree in Teaching. He will teach in Spain
on a Fulbright Grant.

Ross Winston
Son of Jennie and Ry Winston, graduated from Duke
University with an A.B. degree in Sociology and a Certificate
in Marketing and Management. Upon graduating, he hung
up the cape from his position of two years – that of the Blue
Devils mascot. He is interning this summer with Quicken
Loans in Detroit.

Send news of your graduate to ken@mpumc.org name, parents’ names, school, degree, and future plans.

Periodicals
POSTAGE PAID
Charlotte, NC
USPS No.
074680

1501 Queens Road
Charlotte, NC 28207
www.myersparkumc.org
(USPS No. 074680)
is published bi-weekly by
Myers Park United Methodist Church
1501 Queens Road
Charlotte, NC 28207
Periodicals postage paid
at Charlotte, NC
POSTMASTER

Summer And Beyond
The Cornerstone

You Can Register Your Child

is proud to preview these upcoming summer offerings for
children. Vacation Bible School welcomes 330 children
June 17-20 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to learn about God
and the Bible, and to have fun doing it. The theme is To
Mars And Beyond. Offering fun and games and fellowship,
Summer Fun Days is July 8-12 and 15-19, from 9:00 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. for preschool, and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
for elementary children. Such is the popularity of these
ministries, both are full with a waiting list. Thanks to all the
teachers and volunteers who make it happen. For more, visit
www.myersparkumc.org/children.

for the 2019-20 Sunday School year at www.myersparkumc.
org/children. This is for children born on or before August
31, 2017, through children completing fourth grade in the
2018-19 school year. Details: Heidi Giffin at
heidi@mpumc.org.

Become A Part Of Freedom School
Our annual summer ministry is in session weekdays from
June 17 to July 25 at Marie G. Davis School, helping 80
scholars avoid summer learning loss. Volunteer to read
to students, chaperone field trips, pray for scholars and
Servant Leader Interns and more. Reach Susan Gardner
Scott at sgsphotography@gmail.com.

Help Us Welcome Legal Asylum Seekers
who are arriving in Charlotte by greeting them Sundays and
Mondays at 6:40 p.m. at the Greyhound bus station uptown.
Reach Janie Reynolds at jreynolds@carolina.rr.com for
details. Also, help prepare snack bags for children arriving
in Charlotte with their families. Go to the SignUp Genius at
www.myersparkumc.org/children or email Heidi Giffin at
heidi@mpumc.org.

