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Snapshots

Loaves & Fishes: Giving Food & Hope

We invite
you to join
us as we
celebrate the
ministry and
friendship of
Rev. Barbara
Barden.
Barbara
Barbara Barden
is retiring
after 19 years at Myers Park
United Methodist Church.
Her last day in the office
is Thursday, June 27. A
reception for Barbara is set
for noon June 30 in Jubilee
Hall, on her last Sunday
in worship with us. Come
and share a kind word and
embrace of thanks for all
she has meant to the life of
our church family. There will
be light refreshments to tide
you over until lunch. A love
offering is also being taken.
Please make your check out
to the church with Barbara
Barden in the memo line
and put it in the offering
plate, bring it to the
reception, drop it off at the
front desk in the Parish Life
Building, or mail it to 1501
Queens Road, Charlotte,
NC 28207. May this be a
tangible expression of love
and gratitude.

Loaves & Fishes this summer is affirming the meaning of the mission: With every
canned good donated, we assure our neighbors that hope can outlast hunger.

Sunday Schedule
Sanctuary Services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Loaves & Fishes lifted up that theme at its Luncheon Of Hope in Jubilee Hall.
Our church has long been a partner to Loaves & Fishes. Executive Director Tina
Postel reminded the sellout crowd of 350 that summer is the ministry’s busiest
time of year. “With school out, thousands of children who rely on free and reduced
breakfast and lunch turn to us.” Loaves & Fishes hopes to raise $50,000 this summer
to respond accordingly. There are currently 35 food pantries across Mecklenburg
County, each providing a week’s worth of groceries to families and individuals.
Visit www.loavesandfishes.org to make a donation or volunteer to help.
The need is stunning: Loaves & Fishes served 77,600 people in 2018 – 46 percent
of whom were children.
Best-selling author Jeannette Walls, the luncheon’s guest speaker, was a child of
poverty. As she shared in her best-selling memoir, The Glass Castle, her family
moved like nomads from one place to the next in search of something better.
They lived in trailers and shacks. But her father never surrendered his dreams,
symbolized by the mansion he promised he’d build one day. A glass castle, he
called it.
Walls said life leaves us all with scars. But no matter where we have been, she told
the crowd, we are better than our circumstances. The family that finds itself at a
Loaves & Fishes pantry may have an empty pantry at home. But their heart remains
filled with hope. It’s up to us to feed the hope, she said. “It’s what this luncheon
is about.”

Board Of Trustees Meeting
The Board of Trustees of Myers Park United Methodist Church met on May 6, 2019
for their second quarter meeting. Among their many responsibilities, the Board of
Trustees is responsible for safeguarding and maintaining all church property. Any
major capital projects must be approved by the Board of Trustees. Two examples
include the organ installation in Francis Chapel and the upgrade of the Sanctuary
lighting. Funding for these projects come from distributions made by the Wesley
Foundation and from various maintenance reserves held by the church.
The Board of Trustees also serves as the Directors for the Myers Park Wesley
Foundation, Inc. The corpus of the Foundation’s assets have come from gifts and
bequests to the church over the years. Each year, the Directors of the Foundation
establish a spending percentage for that year. The spending percentage is applied
to the three year rolling average of the fair market value of the Foundation’s assets
as of January 1 of each relevant year. For the second consecutive year, approval
was given by the Foundation for a distribution of 4.25%. This distribution was then
allocated to current capital projects such as the purchase of a new van, repairs to
the gutters on the Sanctuary, completion of needed security improvements, and
installation of new video and projection equipment in Jubilee Hall.
The Wesley Foundation also allocates funds for the Wesley Grants which are
distributions for capital needs of our community partners. For 2019, Wesley Grants
were approved for $200,000. This reflects a $20,000 increase over 2018 grants.
Disbursement of these funds is managed by the lay Wesley Grants Committee.
With questions about the Board of Trustees, Wesley Grants, or to learn more
about planned giving, contact Heather Davis, 2019 Board Chair,
heatbdavis@yahoo.com or Executive Director, Saribeth Dozier, at
saribeth@mpumc.org.

Passages
In Memory

Babies

Carolyn Elizabeth Hawes, mother of Ed Hawes,
Steve Hawes, and Anne Aycock, and grandmother of
Jonathan, Jamie, and Katie Hawes, who died on May
8, 2019. Herman J. Hubbard, grandfather of Heidi
Giffin and great-grandfather of Molly, James, and
Rebecca Giffin, who died on May 9, 2019. John Robert
Noles, father of Jennifer Ishee and grandfather of
Coble Ishee, who died on May 11, 2019. Leslie Elton
Willis, father of Scott Willis and grandfather of Jackson
and Elizabeth Willis, who died on May 14, 2019.

Leighton Lea Teden, daughter of Mary Pell and
Dewey Teden, granddaughter of Michael and Sally
Teden, born on May 8, 2019. Anna Winscott Hodges
(Winnie), daughter of Katie and William Hodges, and
granddaughter of Lynn and Charley Hodges, niece
of Charles and Elizabeth Hodges, and cousin of Sara
Hodges, born on May 11, 2019.

Grants From Goodness Gracious!
The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby –
where sales support outreach and folks flock for unique items
and fellowship – has awarded $21,000 in grants to several
worthy causes in Charlotte.
Receiving $4,000 grants: Safe Alliance, which works with
those impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault;
A Child’s Place, which helps homeless children with their
education; Beds for Kids, which provides beds and other
essential furniture for those in need; and Changed Choices,
which helps women in prison make the transition to society.

Bibles, devotionals and other books, baby and other gift
items, jewelry, greeting cards and more.
Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday to Thursday (open
until 7:00 p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. Wednesday is in
session), 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Sunday. Want to help? Have a question? Need
help with a graduation gift? Call 704-295-4856 or email
goodnessgracious@mpumc.org.

A gift of $3,000 went to Donors Choose, which helps CMS
teachers pay for special projects for their students that aren’t
funded by the district. That gift has helped support nine
elementary school teachers’ projects in eight CMS schools.
Another $2,000 has been designated by Goodness Gracious!
for future school projects. Our church gift shop is filled with

For Our Tweeners, Another Year Of Moving Forward
Director of Children’s Ministries Amy
Harriman celebrates another fruitful year
of Forward.
The Forward ministry for fourth- and
fifth-graders grows in popularity. We will
move into our third season this fall.
This age group truly is at the “in between”
stage. It is space between “little kid” and
Amy Harriman “teenager.” These tweens have a mix
of energy, confidence, and uncertainty. Forward provides
them an opportunity to come together from various schools
and neighborhoods, meet new friends and hang out with
old friends. Through fellowship, fun, and faith, they come
to realize church is a place where they are known, welcome,
forgiven, and belong as they move forward in life. Forward
meets the first Sunday of each month from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30
p.m. from October to April. Keep an eye on
www.myersparkumc.org for details.

Now the parents (and kids) weigh in:
Amie Rucker: We want every child to feel that church
is a place filled with people who love and support them.

I appreciate Forward and all the other ways Children’s
Ministries works to find way for the kids to spend time
together and build those meaningful relationships. Our
daughter Abby says: ‘I love that we can have a little extra
time together because we really only see each other
once a week.
Melissa Poovey: Forward gives tweens an opportunity
to start making connections with their peers. We have the
benefit of a large church, and making these relationships
with peers at other schools enables them to have a diverse
support group as they embark on their teenage years.
Annabelle had a great time!
Lindsay Jones: Our daughter loved participating in
Forward. It was a great way to foster and strengthen
relationships with church friends. It also helped lay the
foundation for church youth group, which my daughter is
looking forward to being a part of during middle school.
Forward was an important step in our daughter’s faith
journey.

Calendar
Wednesday Bible Study
Dr. Howell’s regularly scheduled Bible Study will resume meeting on July 17. In the meantime,
we’re offering two opportunities for continued study in room 107: Wednesday, June 12, 11:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m.: The Lord’s Prayer and Tuesday, June 25, 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.: The
Apostles’ Creed. Join us!

June Collection

July 29-August 2

We are collecting casual shorts, short-sleeved shirts,
and deodorant for men in the Rebound substance
abuse recovery program at Charlotte Rescue
Mission. Contact Kathryn Melton for more info at
kathryn.r.melton@gmail.com.

The annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes
youth in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of
100% Chance Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Youth will sing, dance, act, and make sets and
props. Cost is $225. Financial assistance is available.
Register online in Realm. Details: Nancy Hamff at
nancy@mpumc.org.

Sunday, June 2
This is the last day for children’s Sunday School. It will
resume on August 25.

Tuesday, June 11

In God’s Image meets at 6:30 p.m. in Room 105 of the
Parish Life Building. Our church is offering a gathering
space for those who have been hurt by the General
Conference’s adoption of the Traditional plan regarding
same-gender marriage and ordination of LGBTQ
persons. This group offers a safe space to share feelings,
seek discernment, and receive support. To learn more,
reach Rev. Bill Roth at broth@mpumc.org
Learn how God “wired” you to make a difference through
your spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, and personal
experiences. Take our Wired 4 Ministry class from
6:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m. in Room 106 of the Parish Life
Building. Another class is from 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Monday, June 24. Registration and pre-class exercises
are required. Details: Carol Tate at ctate@mpumc.org.

June 17–July 25
Freedom School is in session weekdays at Marie G. Davis
School, helping 80 scholars avoid summer learning loss.
Our church annually sponsors the Freedom School site,
and welcomes volunteers to read to students, chaperone
field trips, pray for scholars and Servant Leader Interns,
and more. To help, reach Susan Gardner Scott at
sgsphotography@gmail.com.

Sunday, June 30
Join us in Jubilee Hall at noon to celebrate the ministry
of Rev. Barbara Barden, who is retiring after 19 years at
Myers Park UMC. Come share kind words and embrace of
thanks for all she has meant to our church family. A love
offering will be taken, so please make your checks out to
the church with Barbara Barden in the memo line and put
it in the offering plate, bring it to the reception desk or
mail it to 1501 Queens Rd.,Charlotte, NC 28207.

Monday, August 5
Save the date for Monday, August 5, 6:30 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church as we welcome Father Gregory
Boyle, of Homeboy Industries, to Charlotte. Homeboy
Industries is the largest and most successful gang
intervention, rehab, and reentry program in the world
and has become a model for other organizations and
cities. Details: Rev. Nathan Arledge at
nathan@mpumc.org.

October 23–25
The Fall Bible Retreat at Lake Junaluska in the N.C.
mountains features Rev. Nancy Watson presenting
ENOUGH – The Economy Of God. Cost is $220 for a
single room and $375 for a double room with a $75
deposit due at registration. Deadline to sign up is
September 15. Learn more and register at
www.myersparkumc.org.

All The Time
Join us on Sunday and Monday evenings at 6:40 p.m. at
the Greyhound bus station for a ministry of presence and
hospitality while welcoming legal asylum seekers.
Contact Janie Reynolds to find out how you can help at
jreynolds12@carolina.rr.com.
Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around
the world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund
year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the
memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail to the
church.
The Sunday shuttle bus service runs continually from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers
Park Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn
Avenue. Enjoy the convenience, and the fellowship with
fellow riders.

ZOE Kenya Partners: “Feed My Sheep”
John 21:17 (NIV) “The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said,
‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’”
A recent visit to Myers Park United Methodist Church from Reegan Kaberia, Chief
Program officer of ZOE, allowed an opportunity for us to hear from him directly about
the impact our partnership with ZOE is having in Kenya. ZOE, meaning “life”, began as
a relief mission to children who were orphaned due to the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Africa,
but has now grown to offer so much more. ZOE works to empower children who would
otherwise be subject to extreme poverty, poor health, and reliant on charity for life.
At its core, ZOE believes in not doing
anything for the participants that they cannot
be taught to do on their own. ZOE, instead,
provides orphans and vulnerable children an
opportunity to overcome extreme poverty, equipping them with the tools
they need to address each barrier that they face. Food security, health and
hygiene, education, secure housing, income generation, child rights, and
community connections are all taught and nurtured, all while participants
are continuously exposed to the gospel in action.
ZOE states “We are breaking the cycle of extreme poverty around the world
by empowering orphans and vulnerable children to become entrepreneurs
who are socially, economically, and spiritually strong — transforming entire
communities in the process.” Friends, through our giving to Jubilee Plus!,
Reegan and his team are able to exponentially improve the lives of children and young adults, providing both quality
of life and a deep understanding of God’s love for them as they live out their faith by serving their community.
To learn more about ZOE and how you can help to continue this partnership, contact Nathan Arledge at
nathan@mpumc.org.
Below are just 3 of the stories made possible by Jubilee Plus! funds. In 2020, there will be three opportunities to
travel and see the impact of ZOE in person: Kenya January 21-30, 2020, and July 14-23, 2020, Malawi September,
dates to be determined. Contact Brandon Lowery, bdlowery@gmail.co m, with travel questions.

Head of Household Joy
Age 17
Dependents 2 Brothers
Income Generation Owns a kiosk
store, which allows her to provide for
her 2 siblings.
Food Security Joy now uses modern
farming methods and can care for
crops and avoid pests and diseases.
Health Because of health and
hygiene training, Joy and her family
are now free of related diseases.
Child Rights After education, Joy
and her siblings are no longer abused,
know how to address any abuse, and
are now respected in their community.

Head of Household Alice
Age 19
Dependents 2 Brothers, 1 Sister
Income Generation Owns a kiosk
store, which allows her to provide food
and health insurance for her family.
Food Security Alice has crops of
maize and beans and also has 15
chickens. She and her family eat 2 full
meals per day now.
Health Zoe helped Alice with home
repairs, digging a latrine, and having
clean water. She and her family are now
clean and healthy.
Spiritual Strength Alice and her
family have reconnected with their faith
and are active in their church community.

Head of Household Dorosila
Age 19
Dependents 1 Son
Income Generation Owns a
hairdressing business, allowing her to
provide for her family.
Food Security Dorosila has learned
modern farming methods and how to
grow a kitchen garden, supplementing
household nutrition.
Health She now has health insurance
coverage for her son and herself and
practices good hygiene habits.
Child Rights Dorosila was abused and
exploited in the past, but after training,
she is now a voice for the voiceless,
speaking out for childrens rights.

Men’s Backpacking Ministry Plans Next Trip
Church member Peter Huff shares news of our Men’s
Backpacking Ministry and an upcoming opportunity
on Saturday, June 8.
The Men’s Backpacking Ministry started out as a way to
bring together a group of guys who enjoy the outdoors,
so that together we can pursue a common interest.

All men who are looking for a little outdoor adventure,
regardless of experience or equipment, are invited to
join us. We take care of each other! You can contact me
at 704-458-7459 or peterhuff@yahoo.com to learn more
about the upcoming trip or the ministry in general.

But after the first few trips, we discovered that it could
be so much more. This has turned into an opportunity to
build personal relationships with others we see around
the church while exploring God’s great outdoors as we
deepen our relationship with Christ.
The ministry started four years ago. We have backpacked
in scenic locations, including Linville Gorge, Jocassee
Gorge, Grayson Highlands, and Uwharrie National Forest.
We have a one-night trip planned for Saturday, June 8, to
South Mountain State Park.

A Freedom School Summer Begins...
The Freedom School Promise

We promise to turn books into building blocks.
We promise to create personal libraries of knowledge
where children can immerse themselves. Find themselves.
Fuel the imagination and possibility they never knew they
had.
We promise to keep learning from slipping.
We promise to keep confidence from falling.
We promise to increase opportunities, expand horizons
and ignite a passion for life-long learning.
And most importantly, we promise to always carry the
torch for children who need a chance to succeed.
A 13th summer of Freedom School begins June 17,
offering young scholars the chance to read, learn, and
prosper. And offering you and I the opportunity to be a
part of it all.
Myers Park United Methodist Church has long been an
anchor of Freedom School, the ministry with roots in
the Civil Rights Movement, devoted to blunting summer
learning loss in kids who can least afford it. Our Jubilee
Plus! fund devoted to outreach has played a pivotal
financial role. This summer, we welcome 80 children and
youth to Marie G. Davis School weekdays from June 17 to
July 25. Ours is one of 18 Freedom School sites around
the Charlotte area, serving 1,200 scholars. College
students and young teachers – Servant Leader interns –
do the teaching and mentoring. Volunteers are needed
to read to classes each morning, chaperone field trips,
provide snacks, and more.
That’s how church member Susan Gardner Scott got
hooked. At her first Freedom, School in 2014, she taught
kids how to sew. “They got seriously into it,” she says. “I
still have kids come up to me and say, ‘I made a pillow

case with you.’” Inspired by the experience, Susan is
serving as our coordinator this year, eager to help others
see the promise in every child. “They can do anything,”
she says. “Our goal is to empower them no matter their
situation.”

Want to be a part of the movement? Reach Susan at
sgsphotography@gmail.com or Julie Wentz, our School
Partnership and Local Outreach Coordinator, at
jwentz@mpumc.org.

Celebrating Grads

Welcome Interns

Amelia Caccione

Graham Suddeth

Daughter of Lynn and John Cacchione, graduated from the
University of Michigan with a B.S. degree in Information
Science. She will work for Ernst & Young as a technology
consultant in Hoboken, NJ.

Is a senior at UNC Charlotte and is active at Davidson United
Methodist Church. Graham will intern with Youth Ministries.

Sara Milgrom
Daughter of Dawn and Brent Milgrom, graduated from
UNC-Chapel Hill with a B.A. degree in Exercise Sports
Science. She will work at Novant Orthopedic Hospital in
Charlotte and apply to physical therapy grad schools.

Rev. Dr. Mark Lawrence Barden
Husband of Rev. Barbara Barden, graduated from Wesley
Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. with a Doctor
of Ministry degree in Arts and Theology.

Send news of your graduate to ken@mpumc.org name, parents’ names, school, degree, and future plans.

Deirdre Austin
Graduated from Georgetown University and will attend
Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta
this autumn. Deirdre will intern with Missions.

Katie Crockford
Is a rising junior at Furman University. She grew up at St.
John’s Methodist Church in Rock Hill. She will intern with
Children’s Ministries.
Lauren Stines, Dir. Youth Ministries, shares that the mission
commissioning for youth summer mission trips will be at
Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m., Sunday, June 2, Jubilee
Hall. Middle School - Chicago from June 9–14. Graduating
Seniors - Kenya from June 18–29. High School - Mountain
T.O.P. from June 22–29, Reynosa Mexico from July 14–20.
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Praying For Our Public Safety Officials
Our church this Spring is joining 29 other congregations
in the Charlotte area to pray for the men and women
who keep us safe and sound. The campaign is called
30 For 30: 30 Congregations For 30 Days Of Prayer.
We are encouraged to pray each day for public safety
officials – police, fire, EMS and the like. In this particular
effort, Myers Park United Methodist Church members are
asked to specifically pray for first responders on Saturday,
June 1. 30 For 30 runs from May 13 to June 10, and comes
in the midst of unceasing national concern over the level
of violence in our communities. Charlotte, for example,
is on pace for a record year in the number of homicides.
These 30 days of special prayer were initiated by
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police. As Chaplain Supervisor
Rev. K. Frances Cook-Mahood and Deputy Chief Estella
Patterson wrote: “Our rate of violence is up. Our rate of
homicides is up. And, as the people of God, we are not
immune. Mass shootings have become a recurring part
of American life, and religious institutions a recurring

setting. As people of faith, we must not be overcome
by evil but overcome evil with good will. Therefore, we
are asking you to pray for CMPD and other public safety
officials and our beloved city. We believe that prayer will
create a foundation from which to face and address the
challenges ahead with wisdom and courage.”

And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks: nation
shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn
war
any more.
			
			

[ Isaiah 2:4 ]

