
Megan Argabr ite has lef t our 
church staf f. But we st i l l  have 
an oppor tunity to express 
love and appreciat ion to 
our fr iend 
and former 
Director of 
Creative Ar ts 
Ministry. As 
Dr. Howell 
shared in 
his message 
announcing 
Megan’s depar ture to pursue 
her call ing to be ordained 
in the Presbyter ian Church, 
“She has graciously shared 
her gif ts, passion, creativi ty 
and energy with us; her 
labor has enr iched and 
transformed our church 
family ’s journey together.” 
Our church family is taking 
up a love of fer ing as a 
tangible expression of our 
gratitude. Checks can be 
made out to the church 
with Megan Argabr ite in the 
memo line and placed in 
the of fer ing plate, dropped 
of f at the front desk in the 
Par ish Life Building or mailed 
to 1501 Queens Road, 
Char lot te, N.C. 28207. As Dr. 
Howell shared, “We wil l  miss 
her…”

Vol. 50, No. 9  |  May 1, 2019

Snapshots

Sanctuary Services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round 
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School 
9:45 a.m.

myersparkumc.org   
704.376.8584

Sunday Schedule

Cornerstone
Seniors, Blankets, And 
A Journey Of Faith

First Quarter Financial 
Update

Megan Argabrite

Director of Youth Ministries Lauren Stines celebrates the meaning of Senior Sunday, 
the wonderful church tradition set for Sunday, May 5. 

When we begin our journey with each new baby at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church, we welcome them with loving arms into our nursery, wrapped in their beloved 
blanket and kept warm while their parents attend worship and Sunday school. 

As they grow, they are wrapped in love by their Godly Play teachers, Vacation Bible 
School leaders and Summer Fun Days instructors. They continue to be wrapped in 
chaos, silliness and intentional teaching in their middle school years as they journey 
into the adolescent world. They are wrapped in wisdom during their eighth-grade year 
of Confirmation, journeying with their mentors. They learn to take their faith as their 
own and commit to a life of discipleship in front of the whole church. During their 
high school years, they start wrapping others with love through community care in 
our CHAMP ministry and various mission trips around the country and world. They 
learn to wrap one another in love each week at their high school small groups. They 
spend time each week sharing where they have seen God and where they may have 
felt God’s absence. The spend four years together, learning from each other and 
wrapping each other in grace and forgiveness. 

This Sunday, May 5, we will once again “wrap” our students in a loving blanket that 
reminds them of the journey we’ve taken together. Our Senior Sunday is a time for our 
church to celebrate the faith journey of each of our seniors. How thankful we are that 
we could watch them grow. And how we will continue to be in prayer for them as they 
wrap their minds around living in the world outside of the church.

Greetings all. Contributions to the church for the first quarter of 2019 were $1,193,641, 
essentially flat with the same time period last year. Church operating expenses increased 
12.6% over the same time period last year which combines for an operating deficit 
of $329,393. I would ask that everyone prayerfully consider their giving pattern and 
frequency to the church over the balance of the year. We are approaching the summer 
months which traditionally are the slowest contribution months with school out and 
vacations planned.

Contributions to Jubilee Plus! for the first quarter of 2019 were $88,481. This is a 
significant decrease over the same time period last year. Remember that all contributions 
to this fund go to our missions and outreach programs, so your support of these vital 
programs is important.

I look forward to reporting on the church’s six months 2019 financial results in the 
Cornerstone in July.

Richard Wood 
Finance Committee Chair



Passages

Easter, 2019

In Memory  
Jack Ardele Salzer, father of Stephanie Salzer, who died on 
February 13, 2019. Walter Johnson Riley, husband of Anne 
Riley, who died on April 18, 2019. William “Whit” Gallman, 
brother of MJ Gallman, who died on April 21, 2019.
born on April 6, 2019.

THANK YOU!
To our Clergy, other staff (including our incredible maintenance team) ushers, greeters, 
sound techs, lay readers, acolytes, artists of various gif ts, those who brought lilies in honor 
or memory of someone, the police off icers who directed the f low of traff ic...ALL helped 
make Easter as grand as it was.

315 People were shuttled to and 
from church, saving them 
the challenge of parking and 
offering the chance to share 
a few moments of fellowship 
with others. Remember, the 
shuttle runs continually every 
Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. between the church 
and Myers Park Traditional 
at 2132 Radclif fe Avenue off 
Selwyn Avenue.

75 Singers, musicians, and 
other artists had a hand 
(and heart) in the music 
that inspired us.

3,201
worshippers were welcomed 
for Easter Sunday, including 
110 for at the Sunrise 
Service.

1,500
viewers, who spent 20,744 minutes celebrating the 
resurrection with us.

Can’t join us in person? Our livestream version 
of the service (available each week at 
livestream.com/mpumc) attracted over



Throughout May
Donate stamps, greeting cards, notecards, and pens for
Changed Choices, the Christ-centered nonprofit that
assists incarcerated women and those transitioning back to
society. Donations go in the Parish Life lobby bin. Details:
Cindylu Brubaker at cindylubrubaker@twc.com.

Sunday, May 5
All families are invited to Project Agape at 11:00 a.m. in the
church basement. Enjoy a pizza lunch and assemble Agape Kits
containing comfort items to take with you and share with those in
need. To RSVP, email names of adults and names and ages of
children who will be participating to heidi@mpumc.org. Visit
www.myersparkumc.org for the list of needed supplies and the
link to buy them.
Join us at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary as the Chancel Choir
presents a concert of music (Rutter, Mozart, Forrest, and others)
it will perform on its tour in Scotland later in May. The concert is
free. No tickets are needed.

Monday, May 6
Join us at 7:00 p.m. in Room 107/108 to learn about our work
with those seeking legal asylum at the border and here in
Charlotte. We’ll share what it’s like to serve, and the
theological perspective of why we’re there. Details: Rev. Nathan
Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org.

May 6-May 12
Francis Chapel will be open for walking the labyrinth. Come
anytime the church is open to walk and pray.

Sunday, May 12
Learn about our congregation’s Stephen Ministry, 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m., in the lobby. Meet our lay caregivers and learn
how a Stephen Minister can be a helpful companion during
times of grief and difficult life challenges. Stephen Ministers
provide one-to-one care on a completely confidential basis.
Contact Rev. Bill Roth, Pastor of Congregational Care, at
704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org for more information.

Tuesday, May 21
The Caregivers Support Group meets next at 11:30 a.m. in 
Room 105 of the Parish Life Building. Facilitated by Parish 
Nurse Lauren Smith, the group is open to all who care for a 
friend or loved one. It offers the chance to share the challenges 
and rewards of the experience. Want to attend? Need help with 
a caregiving challenge? For more, reach Lauren at 704-295-
4836 or lsmith@mpumc.org.

July 29-August 2
The annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes youth
in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of 100% Chance
Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Youth
will sing, dance, act and make sets and props. Cost is $225.
Financial assistance is available. Register online in Realm.
Details: Nancy Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org.

All The Time
The Sunday shuttle bus service runs continually from 8:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park
Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue.
Join the team that meets the second Wednesday of each
month from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Loaves & Fishes warehouse
at 648 Griffith Road to sort donated food. Details: Laura Weller
at lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

Have a question or concern about any aspect of church life?
Call 704-376-8584 and we will get you to the right person or
department.

Calendar 

Dr. Howell’s Wednesday Bible Study
Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look is at 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. Wednesdays in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, just 



The children’s prayer rooms in Rooms 257 and 258 in the Snyder Building offer children a quiet place to deepen their faith. It also 
gives them a place to put their thoughts and prayers into words. “Dear God,” they write…Read on, to appreciate the longings of 
little ones in their own words. The Cornerstone shares as is, with neither corrections nor edits, to give you the full flavor. The prayer 
rooms are for children of all ages, open when the church is open.

Dear God...

• I want to give my Dad spise pardy. God, plese
  help me.

• I hope you wil wosh a waye the bad.

• Help my Dad fele bedr.

• I want to wash a way my sins.

• I love you.

• I luv you God.

• I love you (picture of a bunny and cat included).

• I am so happy for Estr.

• I love that you wach ovr us.

• I love you Good.

• I love you God (with a picture of herself and
  God, who is wearing a T-shirt with a cross).

• I want to have a nice life.

• Please help me and guide me when I ever feel
  alone. Help me know that you are always there
  to guide me. Help the people of the world that
  need food and water, let them know that you are
  always there.

• Why did Papa have to die? I miss him terribly.

• I love God.

• Thank you for everything.

• Please help my friend be nice to other people
  and not just me!

• I am sorry that I heart my friends feel’s. She is
  a really good friend. Please let her know that I
  am truly sorry for hearting her feeling and being
  mean to her.

• I love God and my B Day!

• Thank you for loving and caring for us.

• Be the reason someone smiles today!

KINDERGARTNERS

THIRD-GRADERS

FOURTH-GRADERS



On April 7, the Planned Giving Committee hosted a beautiful 
celebration to honor the founding members of the Wesley 
Circle, 104 individuals who have committed to make Myers 
Park United Methodist Church part of their legacy by including 
the church in their will. 

Opening remarks were given by Johanna Anderson who 
offered a heartfelt word of thanks to all who choose to 
remember the church in this capacity. We heard from Rev. 
Nathan Arledge about the missional component of planned 
giving and how we are able to engage with our neighbors in 
a greater capacity thanks, in part, to these generous gif ts.

Attenders were wowed by the new organ demonstration 
provided by James Jones, our Director of Music. This was the 
f irst opportunity to hear and see the organ in use following its 
installation and the performance did not disappoint. Closing 
remarks were given by John Clarkson who reminded us of 
the importance and value of making our church part of our 
legacy.

If you’re interested in making our church par t of your legacy, 
contact Saribeth Dozier at sdozier@mpumc.org or
704-295-4844. 

Jubilee Plus!

Wesley Circle: Founding Members
Appreciation

Greetings church family, 
 
First I want to thank you for the years of support that you have given and will continue to give towards Jubilee Plus!, our missional giving that 
goes 100% beyond the walls of our church, locally and internationally. Your gifts make it possible for us to give transformative grants to our 
community partners. We continue to strive towards the goal of giving 1 million dollars annually through this fund. We've done this before, but 
we have come up short the past couple years. We hope that this year will be a banner year in missional giving, so that we can see God’s 
Kingdom realized here as it is in heaven through our faithful stewardship.
 
Our truest selves serve with God and neighbor when we prayerfully, worshipfully, joyfully, compassionately, and mercifully come alongside 
our sisters and brothers in the world. As disciples, when we faithfully engage acts of piety and mercy, transformational and generational 
impact occurs. It is our obligation as disciples then to give freely of our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. This year and in years 
to come, we have an obligation as faithful followers to free ourselves to freely give. To know as John Wesley would say, “any excess of 
wealth that a Christian possessed beyond the necessities for a healthy life rightly belonged to God and should be used for the relief of the 
poor.” And, in accordance to the works of mercy, we do not just give our money and walk away; we give of our resources through giving of 
our hearts, so that we develop transformational relationships with one another.

This, my friends, is what I would like you to consider as you faithfully give and support our Jubilee Plus! mission funding. The gifts to Jubilee 
Plus! mustn’t come through a mere check, but through compassionate relational intent. Financially resourcing Jubilee Plus! is one thing, but 
making generational impact with Jubilee Plus! takes your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
 
Let us make it our goal to give away one million dollars every year through Jubilee Plus! and let’s make it our spiritual discipline to deepen 
our personal and church’s relationships with those whom we offer financial support.

Jubilee Plus! - Give for the generations to come and for the relationships of today.
 
Make a contribution to Jubilee Plus! online at www.myersparkumc.org/give (be sure to select Jubilee Plus! as the fund) or by check made 
payable to MPUMC with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line.

Sincerely, 
 
Nathan Arledge
Pastor of Missions and Community Engagement
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Chancel Choir Trip, Freedom 
School, Camp Tekoa

Jubilee Plus!-Because You Give...

Our Chancel Choir, staff, family, and friends – 90 strong – will 
travel to Scotland May 20-28 to share their faith and gifts 
(and enjoy fellowship and travel). Performances are set for 
Iona Abbey, Holy Trinity Church in St. Andrews and St Giles’ 
Cathedral in Edinburgh.

Want to play a pivotal role in one of our congregation’s most 
powerful ministries? Freedom School is set for weekdays 
from June 17 to July 25 at Marie G. Davis School, helping 
fight summer learning loss for 80 children and youth. Church 
members are needed to read to young scholars, chaperone 
field trips and more. To serve: Susan Gardner Scott at 
sgsphotography@gmail.com. This summer, there will be 
18 Freedom School sites around Charlotte, serving 1,200 
scholars.

May 10 is the deadline to sign up for the annual Memorial 
Day Weekend May 24-26 at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. 
mountains. Folks arrive on their own around 7:00 p.m. 
Friday and typically leave for home around noon Sunday. 
The weekend offers fun and fellowship and is a great way to 
make new church friends. Register at www.myersparkumc.
org/children. Details: Director of Children’s Ministries Amy 
Harriman at 704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

KinderMourn, our longtime ministry partner that counsels 
bereaved parents and others, holds its 15th annual Hope 
Floats Duck Race from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 
5, at the U.S. National Whitewater Center. Visit www.
kindermourn.org to buy ducks and sponsor teams, all to help 
support the nonprofit. In recent years, KinderMourn has held 
its annual holiday memorial service in our Sanctuary.

Local Outreach grants support
A Child’s Place, Beds For Kids, Care Ring, Changed Choices,
Charlotte Community Health Clinic, Charlotte Rescue Mission,
Communities in Schools, Community Link, Council of Children’s
Rights, Crisis Assistance Ministry, Florence Crittendon Services,
Friendship Trays, Haywood Street Congregation, Hope Haven,
Lily Pad, Men’s Shelter of Charlotte, Pat’s Place, Samaritan
House, Second Harvest Food Bank, South Tryon Community
UMC, Supportive Housing Communities, The Learning
Collaborative, The Relatives, UMAR, Urban League of the
Carolinas, Urban Ministry, Urban Promise

World Outreach
grants support
Armenia,
Cambodia,
Costa Rica,
Kenya,
Mexico,
Puerto Rico

School Partnership
funding supports
Dilworth Elementary School: Sedgefield Campus,
Dilworth Elementary School: Latta Campus,
Sedgefield Middle School,
Freedom School


