Admin Board, Memorial Day Weekend
•

•

Want to keep up with the business of the church? Church
members are always welcome to attend the Administrative
Board dinner meetings, the next one Tuesday, April 23,
in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. Dinner is at
6:30 p.m., followed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Details:
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or
saribeth@mpumc.org.

Sign up for the annual Memorial Day Weekend May
24-26 at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains for fun and
fellowship. Folks arrive on their own around 7:00 p.m.
Friday and typically leave for home around noon Sunday.
Registration through May 10 is at www.myersparkumc.
org/children. Details: Director of Children’s Ministries Amy
Harriman at 704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.
Turn to Snapshots on the front page for more on this sweet
church tradition.

•

The church plans to hire a summer intern for Children’s
Ministries. Apply at www.myersparkumc.org.

•

Copies of the annual report are around the campus, celebrating
the good works of our church in 2018. Look for the cover shot
of the church from a drone, taken by church member Albert
Dulin. Need an extra copy? Reach Writer/Editor Ken Garfield
at 704-575-6308 or ken@mpumc.org.

•

KinderMourn, our ministry partner that counsels bereaved
parents and others, holds its 15th annual Hope Floats Duck
Race from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 5, at the U.S.
National Whitewater Center. Visit www.kindermourn.org to buy
ducks and sponsor teams, all to help support the nonprofit,
which holds its annual Holiday Memorial Service at our church.
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A Calendar of Opportunities
Throughout April We are collecting snacks, diapers, toys
and other items to be distributed to legal asylum-seekers at the
Greyhound bus station in Charlotte. Drop donations in the marked
bin in the Parish Life lobby. For the full list of needed items, visit
www.myersparkumc.org/bus-station. Questions? Reach Sarah
Gilespie at sarahb48@carolina.rr.com.

Sunday, April 7 All are invited to Francis Chapel at
4:00 p.m. to admire the newly renovated chapel, enjoy a
performance by Director of Music, Jimmy Jones on the Walter Ball
Memorial Organ, and help recognize founding members of the
Wesley Circle. The church family is invited to express their
appreciation to those founding members, and to learn more about
the importance of planned gifts. To RSVP for April 7 or schedule a
planned giving program for your class or small group, email
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at saribeth@mpumc.org.

Tuesday, April 9 Learn how God “wired” you to make a
difference through your spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality
and experiences. The next class is 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. in Room 106
of the Parish Life Building. Registration and preclass exercises are
required. Other classes are 9:30 a.m. to noon April 29, 6:30 to
9:00 p.m. May 9 and June 11 and 9:30 a.m. to noon June 24, all in
Room 106. Details: Carol Tate at ctate@mpumc.org.

Tuesday, April 23 Church members are always welcome
to attend the Administrative Board dinner meetings, the next one
in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Details: Executive Director
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

Cornerstone
Snapshots

Director of Children’s Ministries
Amy Harriman previews a
sweet tradition open to all in
our church
family:
Camp
Tekoa is a
beautiful
United
Methodist
camp in the Amy Harriman
mountains
near Hendersonville. Having
the opportunity to spend
Memorial Day weekend (May
24-26) with picturesque views
of the lake where you can
canoe, paddle boat, swim,
catch up with old friends and
make new ones as you choose
from rows of rocking chairs is
fun for singles, couples and
families. Other activities include
hikes, nature trails, crafts,
campfires, Sunday worship,
a climbing tower, zip line, and
more. Rustic yet comfortable
cabins are available to share
with others, or private cabins
are available for an additional
cost. Camp Tekoa provides all
the meals. Register by May
10 for the chance to share
precious time and fellowship
with one another. You can
register at www.myersparkumc.
org/children. Questions?
Reach me at 704-295-4814 or
aharriman@mpumc.org. See
you there, I hope.

Sunday Schedule
Sanctuary Services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

myersparkumc.org
704.376.8584
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Letter To The
Congregation

Dear fellow members of Myers Park United Methodist Church,
As the current and recent chairs of our church’s governing committees, we are writing to
you about an issue that continues to be of significant importance to our entire church family.
With uncertainty surrounding the outcome of the Special Session of the General
Conference, many questions have arisen about same gender marriage for us at Myers Park
Methodist, including whether our church will host same gender weddings and whether our
clergy will perform such weddings.
In considering these questions, we are guided by our church’s mission statement: “We
are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others.” We value the fact that Myers
Park Methodist has always been a place where differences can be embraced in a manner
that reflects the inherent diversity of the body of Christ. We recognize and appreciate that
individuals in our church family hold differing beliefs, opinions and emotions about human
sexuality and same gender marriage. We believe that through compassion and openness
to each other, our church family can explore these questions, and any other questions, with
respect, love and unity.
While The Book of Discipline, which governs the United Methodist Church, contains
provisions opposing homosexuality, there continues to be great disagreement within the
denomination on this issue. The Book of Discipline also provides that our clergy have the
responsibility to provide their best pastoral care for their people. This includes deciding
whom they will marry. In making this decision, our clergy are guided by state law, the rules
of the United Methodist Church, and individual church policies like ours, which stipulate that
one must be an active member of the church to be married in our church.
As you can imagine, United Methodist ministers across the country are making individual
decisions about whom to marry. Some are choosing to marry same gender couples,
notwithstanding the denominational stance, and some are choosing not to do so.
After prayer and discussion, we wanted to reaffirm support for our Myers Park Methodist
clergy as they make individual decisions about whom they will marry through personal
prayer and discernment.
Your thoughts are important to us. We believe this is one more opportunity for us to be the
Body of Christ, loving one another, honoring our differences and bearing witness to God’s
love for all of us as together we continue in our collective mission to grow in faith and serve
others.
Signed,
Current and past members of the Myers Park United Methodist Church Lay Leadership
Will Barr (Administrative Board Chair, 2018-2019), Johanna Anderson (Board of Trustees
Chair, 2014-2015), Fred Bright (Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair, 2013-2014),
Doug Caldwell (Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair 2019), Dick Carter (Lay Leader,
2004-present), John Clarkson (Finance Chair, 2013-2015), Heather Davis (Board of
Trustees Chair, 2019), Tom Harrall (Board of Trustees Chair, 2016), Mark Kinghorn
(Administrative Board Chair, 2016-2017), Chan Martin (Board of Trustees Chair, 20122013), Kate Maynard (Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair, 2015-2016), Jim Rogers
(Administrative Board Chair, 2014-2015), Beverley Shull (Board of Trustees Chair, 2018),
Dennis Soter (Finance Chair, 2016-2017), Michelle Vigor (Staff Parish Relations Committee
Chair, 2017-2018), Karen Weatherly (Board of Trustees Vice Chair, 2019), Tina Weinberg
(Board of Trustees Chair, 2017), Richard Wood (Finance Chair, 2018-2019).

Passages
In Memory

Bert Deems May Sr., father of Deems May and grandfather
of Deems III and LC, who died on March 11, 2019. Ralph
Lane McGrath, father of Terri Stewart, Ralph McGrath Jr.
and Lee McGrath and grandfather of Riley Stewart, who

The Lenten Calendar
died on March 21, 2019. Trudy Allen Lampley, wife of Bert
Lampley and mother of Alison Lampley and Meredith Sieber,
who died on March 25, 2019.

CHAMP: It’s A Beautiful Thing
By Ken Garfield

CHAMP Children Achieving Maximum Potential.
For 16 years, one
of our church’s
unsung ministries
has been doing
a very good
thing. Each
week – this year
on 24 Mondays
at Dilworth
Elementary/Latta
campus – high
school youth
from Myers Park
United Methodist
Church serve as
mentors, tutors
and role models to elementary-age children. In a society that
doesn’t offer every child the same opportunities, CHAMP
seeks to level the playing field. With each book read and
relationship built, CHAMP seeks to change lives.
“CHAMP has become an important part of my life over the
past few years,” says high school volunteer Riley Hagemeyer.
“When it comes to our service to the world, we often focus on
faraway places. When it comes to CHAMP, we’re helping out in
our own community. And it’s something consistent, not just a
one-week thing. We’re a stable part of these kids’ lives. I think
that’s really important for kids at their stage in life.”
The Cornerstone today lifts up CHAMP, both to celebrate
another season that ends in May and to build momentum for
the next season that begins in August. High school youth are
encouraged to get involved and adults are needed to drive the
vans, deliver supper, and more. To support this ministry, reach
High School Youth Associate Jason Rhymer at
jason@mpumc.org.
This year, high schoolers worked with 30 children in grades
3-5. Many of the kids live in the Brookhill and Savannah Woods
communities. Some have lived in a motel. From 3:00 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. each Monday, the scholars gather for playtime, Drop

Everything And Read (D.E.A.R.), homework time, a devotional
(the kids work from a “Jesus Journal”), and a meal provided by
our church. Then our vans take them home. Sometimes there
are special offerings, like The Number Drummer, who teaches
math through, you guessed it, drumming.
The work’s not easy, not that any ministry is. “You go from
a high schooler to a missionary,” Jason says, recalling one
volunteer’s frustration one evening. Jason’s message? “This is
tough but it’s beautiful.”

Palm Sunday Services are on April 14, marking Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, follow the regular schedule: 8:30
a.m. in the Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee
Hall and 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Children will
hand out palms before each service. The 11:00 service will be
livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org.

Maundy Thursday The service is at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
April 18, in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last hours of Christ’s
life on earth in words and music. Holy Communion will be
celebrated and the ancient practice of stripping the Sanctuary will
prepare us for the darkness of the passion and death of Jesus.
It will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. The Chamber
Singers will sing Son of God Mass. Email LRSmit@mpumc.org to
reserve child care.
Good Friday Our service is at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 19, in
the Sanctuary, marked by the reading of the Passion of Christ
from the Gospel of John. The Chancel Choir will sing. It will be
livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Email
LRSmit@mpumc.org to reserve child care.
Easter Sunday Sunrise service is at 7:00 a.m., April
21, starting in Francis Chapel and moving to the columbarium,
weather permitting. The regular Sunday worship schedule for
Easter follows: 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church
In The Round in Jubilee Hall, and 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the
Sanctuary. The 11:00 a.m. service will be livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. There will be regular child care for the four
later services. There will be no Sunday School for children and

youth. Please arrive early. Additional seating will be in Francis
Chapel and Jubilee Hall.
Easter Offering The offering will go to mission partners
QC Family Tree in west Charlotte and Faith Ministry in Mexico.
Checks can be made out to the church with Easter Offering in the
memo line.
Buy An Easter Lily Now through Wednesday, April 10,
in honor or memory of a loved one at www.myersparkumc.org or
send a check for $15 per lily to the church with the name of the
person you are honoring/remembering. Dedications will be shared
in the Easter Sunday worship bulletins.

Francis Chapel Labyrinth Will be open for the first
time during Holy Week, from 2:00 p.m. Palm Sunday, April 14 to
2:00 p.m. Holy Saturday, April 20. Come anytime that week to
walk and pray the labyrinth. During Holy Week, there will be a
special invitation to pray the Stations of the Cross.
Outdoor Stations of the Cross is planned in the
Hopedale parking lot across the street from the church during
Holy Week. Encounter the last days of Jesus’ life while praying
under tall oak trees.
Children’s Prayer Room for children and families is
available throughout Lent and beyond. Rooms 257 and 258 in the
Snyer Building are transformed into a creative prayer room for
children of all ages, open whenever the church is open.

UMAR Friends Affirm
Love & Acceptance

By Ken Garfield

Says high school volunteer Lucy Person: “Being able to teach
children problem-solving skills and show them God’s love is a
beautiful thing.”

What was most beautiful about the 25th annual Friends
Of UMAR Luncheon was that it did not differ from the 24
gatherings before it: We came together to raise money for
the agency that serves intellectually and developmentally
disabled adults. But more than that, as always, we lifted up the
message shared by Rev. Randy Harry in his invocation: The
men and women of UMAR are our teachers, reminding us to
love and accept all people.
The UMAR luncheon and art/garden sale and auction at
Providence United Methodist Church was part of an All In
campaign to raise $3.5 million over the next two years. UMAR
receives 80 percent of its funding from the government. The
rest comes from the UMAR community of supporters, namely
all of us.
With The United Methodist Church a driving force, UMAR
was founded in 1983. Today, it offers vocational training, job
placement, art classes, group homes and other residential
settings. The 2018 numbers are stirring: A total of 391
people served. Three arts centers (our church, long a UMAR
supporter, hosts an art class in the Youth Building). Twentyone group homes. Nine supported living apartments. Fifty-one
vocational service participants. UMAR’s annual Christmas arts

and crafts sale outside Jubilee Hall is a grand tradition for the
ministry and for our church.
And so, together over lunch, we affirmed that those with
special needs also possess special gifts. And that UMAR
offers not just inclusion but independence. To learn more
about UMAR and how to help, visit www.UMARinfo.com.

.

Calendar
Dr. Howell’s Wednesday Bible Study

Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look will explore Moments In The Life
Of Jesus, In The Gospel Of Luke at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. each Wednesday through Easter in Room 108
of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, just come and bring a friend. Come any week you can; each
week is an independent entity. Details: james@mpumc.org.

Throughout April

Sunday, May 5

Sunday, April 7

May 26-June 1

Tuesday, April 9

July 29-August 2

We are collecting snacks, diapers, toys and other items to be
distributed to legal asylum-seekers at the Greyhound bus
station in Charlotte. Drop donations in the marked bin in the
Parish Life lobby. For the full list of needed items, visit www
myersparkumc.org/bus-station. Questions? Reach Sarah
Gilespie at sarahb48@carolina.rr.com.
All are invited to Francis Chapel at 4:00 p.m. to admire the newly
renovated chapel, enjoy a performance by Director of Music
Jimmy Jones on the Walter Ball Memorial Organ, and help
recognize founding members of the Wesley Circle.
Learn how God “wired” you to make a difference through your
spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences.
The next class is 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. in Room 106 of the Parish
Life Building. Registration and preclass exercises are required.
Other classes are 9:30 a.m. to noon April 29, 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.
May 9 and June 11 and 9:30 a.m. to noon June 24, all in Room
106. Details: Carol Tate at ctate@mpumc.org.

Tuesday, April 23

Church members are always welcome to attend the
Administrative Board dinner meetings, the next one in Room
108 of the Parish Life Building. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., followed
by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Details: Executive Director
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

Saturday, April 27

The annual Spring Carnival hosted by The Children’s Circle
church preschool welcomes the community to the Parish Life
parking lot from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for rides, games, food
and more. It moves indoors in bad weather. To volunteer, reach
Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com.

Thursday, May 2

The United Methodist Women (UMW) will host this
intergenerational celebration open to all women of the church.
Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served and childcare will be
available. Online reservation and payment of $10.00 by April
26 at www.myersparkumc.org. Contact Barbara Barden at
704-295-4815 with questions.

High school seniors, sign up now to participate in Senior
Recognition Sunday, when the church honors graduating
seniors and their parents at all four worship services. Lunch
follows at 12:15 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Sign up at
www.mpumcyouth.org. Questions? Reach Youth Ministries’
Ellen Spence at EllenSpence@mpumc.org.
College-age young people can join the team traveling to
Reynosa, Mexico, to work with Faith Ministries to build
friendships while constructing a house. Cost is $750 including
airfare. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/college-mexico.
The annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes youth
in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of 100% Chance
Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Youth
will sing, dance, act and make sets and props. Cost is $225.
Financial assistance is available. Register online in Realm.
Details: Nancy Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org.

All The Time

Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around the
world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund year-round at
www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the
church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the
offering plate or mail to the church.
Men of all skill levels are invited to play basketball at 8:30 a.m.
each Saturday through April 27 in the Youth Building Gym.
Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.
Join the team that meets the second Wednesday of each
month from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at Loaves & Fishes warehouse
at 648 Griffith Road to sort donated food. Details: Laura Weller
at lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

Immigration And The Body of Christ
By Ben Brooks
In the book of Luke, a lawyer attempts to trap Jesus by asking him the question, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus responded with the
parable of the Good Samaritan, then placed the question back on to the lawyer: “Which of these do you think proved to be a neighbor to
the man who fell among the robbers?” The lawyer answered “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus responded by saying “go, and do
likewise.”
Every week in our city, legal asylum seekers are arriving from Central America; some escaping heart-wrenching conditions, others fleeing
for their lives due to unspeakable traumas. Regardless of the reason, all are legally seeking asylum-but are they entering into the arms of
a welcoming people, or a place that’s lacking in empathy and understanding? The heart of our church family is attempting to answer that
question to the former, rather than the latter.
For about a month now, a dedicated team, headed by our own Janie Reynolds and Sarah Gillespie, has set up a welcome area at the
Greyhound station on Sunday and Monday evenings of each week to anxiously await the arrival of afraid, yet hopeful,
migrants. Here, at the Greyhound station, our new brothers and sisters are lovingly welcomed and invited to a
communion table where food and water are shared, feeding the hunger of both soul and stomach.
Our new friends’ stories aren’t readily known. But when they emerge from the bus, their faces and weary
bodies tell us volumes. The moment our migrant friends enter the station, they’re met with a smile and a
hug from Janie and Sarah and many other volunteers. It’s here, in an unlikely place, where a warm meal is
offered, words of acceptance are uttered, and real human connection happens.
Along with warm meals, hugs, and affirmations, brown lunch bags filled with snacks for the road are
provided. Included in these bags is important information listing helpful resources
and steps to take upon arriving home. Also available are basic toiletries, clean wipes and even diapers.
Fittingly, Jesus’ words ring clear here in Matthew 25:35-40:
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, .....‘Truly, I
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’”
Although they won’t admit it, Janie, Sarah and the volunteers are showing mercy to otherwise overlook and undervalued sisters and
brothers, ours – who are made in the image of God. Like the Good Samaritan did. Like Jesus told the lawyer to do. Like we all should do.
Join us on May 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Francis Chapel for Just Engage: Immigration to learn more about this ministry and how to get
engaged. Contact Nathan for more details at narledge@mpumc.org.
For more information on our bus station hospitality, visit our site at https://www.myersparkumc.org/bus-station.

This Lent, Encounter God’s Presence In Many Ways
By Megan Argabrite
Each one of us was made with the ability to hear God’s voice
and encounter God’s presence in particular ways. For most
of us, that involves more than our ears. We hear with our
eyes, our hands and feet, our hearts and our lungs. When
we worship and pray with all those parts, we know and are
known by God more fully. Prayer can go beyond what’s spoken
Sunday morning or at bedtime. Worship can be creative and
collaborative, or solitary and ancient.
During Holy Week, come and walk the new labyrinth in Francis
Chapel. Let your feet carry you on a journey of prayer and
meditation. If this is new to you, there will be printed guides
and people to help you. During the week, you will have two
opportunities to experience the ancient practice of walking
the Stations of the Cross. Encounter the last days of Jesus’
life through a tactile, multisensory walk on the labyrinth, or
through visual imagery and scripture under the oak trees in
the Hopedale parking lot across the street from the church.
Children of all ages are invited to encounter God through
creative and imaginative prayer in our newly opened Children’s
Prayer Room. We have the privilege of leading our children

into a deep and expressive prayer life that can shape them as
they grow in grace and faith. In the Prayer Room, the children
can lead us. Come and pray through art, Play-Doh, light, sand
and stillness.
During Lent and beyond, listen for
God’s voice. But listen with your
ears and eyes, your heart and
lungs, your hands and feet.
God is speaking and calling
our church into new things.
Let’s listen together in as many
ways as we can.

The Children’s Prayer Room is absolutely wonderful. We’ve been
multiple times and each time the children and adults get something
special out of the experience. Thank YOU!
Church member Lindsay Hawfield Jones

