A Reflection on Race Forward
•

Race Forward: A Reflection. Church Member Ron
Knape, active in our church’s racial reconciliation
initiative, shares this reflection. I was invited to join
a discussion of Angela Thomas’s best-selling book,
The Hate U Give. It is a nuanced, all-too-familiar
(albeit fictional) story of a police shooting of a
young black man. But that is only the trigger to a
larger drama that angers, informs, shames and even
amuses. It is a jarring journey into a world of “what
is,” but also a prophetic call to a world of what
could be. I love the way Dr. Rucine Sims Bishop,
author of children’s literature, sees the transformative power of books through the medium of
glass: A book is sometimes a window into a real or
imaginary world; a sliding glass door to step into
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that world; or a mirror that reflects one’s place in
the world. Through these glass prisms, The Hate U
Give is a powerful invitation to join the journey of
racial reconciliation. It can start with a book study.
Contact me at ronknape@icloud.com if you’re ready
to be a part of the Race Forward.
•

Sign up for the annual Memorial Day Weekend at
Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains. Dates are May
24-26. Folk arrive on their own around 7:00 p.m.
Friday and typically leave for home around noon
Sunday. Registration through May 10 is at www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Director of Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 or
aharriman@mpumc.org
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Ben Brooks Joins Communications Team
•

Ben Brooks joins the Communications Team
as Communications Coordinator. A native
Charlottean, he is a graduate of
Central Piedmont Community
College (Advertising + Graphic
Design) and Western Carolina
University. He grew up attending
Northside Baptist Church
and now attends Center City
Ben Brooks Church. He brings a wealth of
knowledge in graphic design and
digital communications as the church continues
to strive for a more digitally-based presence. You
can find him in Room 245 beside the work room.
Reach him at 704-295-4819 or bbrooks@mpumc.
org. That completes the communications team:

Interim Director of Communications Sarah
Gibson oversees the sharing of our news across
all platforms, in print and online, and in stories,
photography and videos. Stop by to see her in
Room 247 across from the work room, call her
at 704-295-4841 or email sgibson@mpumc.org.
Writer/Editor Ken Garfield works halftime off site,
focusing on the Cornerstone, Intersection magazine,
our annual report and special writing projects.
Reach him at 704-575-6308 or ken@mpumc.org.

Cornerstone
Snapshots

Please join us in welcoming
Parish Nurse Lauren Smith
to our church family. She
joins the
staff from
Hospice,
bringing to
Myers Park
United
Methodist Lauren Smith
Church a deep heart for
people, and a passion
for helping us affirm the
connection between our
faith and spiritual, mental
and physical well-being.
From Care Teams to the
Caregivers Support Group
to our continuing focus on
mental health, Lauren will
be a meaningful part of our
lives in many ways. You can
reach her at 704-295-4836
or LSmith@mpumc.org.
Better yet, stop by her office
in Room 228 in the Snyder
Building to say “Welcome!”
That’s Susan old office.
Lauren will typically
work Monday through
Friday, and whenever she
is needed. She, of course,
succeeds Susan Mobley,
who has retired after
19 years. Lauren has more
than 20 years of nursing
experience. Welcome!

Sunday Schedule
Sanctuary Services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
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Brookhill Community
Center Taking Shape

By Sarah Gibson
Gentrification, the process of
renovating and improving a
house or district so it conforms
to middle-class taste, is visible
throughout Charlotte. Close to
home, gentrification is taking place
in the Brookhill Village community
near our partners at South Tryon
Community United Methodist
Church. With 389 residents
Debbie Williams and Pastor McKinnon.
still living in Brookhill Village,
Brookhill Community Center.
the church’s mission is to serve
Photo by Sarah Gibson
the community with no strings
attached. Working with the owners of Brookhill Village, the church was
gifted a vacant space. With the help of countless partners, the space has
been transformed into the Brookhill Village Community Center.
Debbie Williams, church administrator at South Tryon Community
Church, has taken the lead in this project. A child of the community,
Debbie has fond memories of Brookhill Village, and spending time in
the neighborhood with her mother, who lived there for many years. “It’s
exciting to be in our own space,” Debbie says, “to allow the community
to have their own space. There are resources that are needed to help the
individuals living here transition into whatever is going to happen next
for Brookhill.”
Debbie hopes the Community Center can offer programs to help resolve
credit issues, and offer computer training and resume-building classes,
health services and more. Debbie welcomes anyone from the community
to come alongside her to help make these services a reality: “Anyone who
would like to come in and volunteer their services for the betterment of
the community, I have something for you to do!”
Pastor. Ray McKinnon of South Tryon says it’s not enough for us to
go into our churches and say “all you come here” while ignoring what
happens outside of our doors. “I believe,” he says, “it’s our job to show
up and to stand in the gap, to stand up for and with folks who are being
oppressed and counted out. If we don’t stand in that gap, I don’t know
who else will. Our salvation is so much more than what happens after we
die. Salvation must impact where we are now. Heaven must invade Earth
and that happens when justice is there.”
Want to learn more about how to get involved in this life-giving project?
Contact Debbie Williams at debwms126@gmail.com.

Passages
In Memory

Michael D. Herron, father of Rebecca Herron, who
died on February 20, 2019. William Doyle Carey,
grandfather of Evan Currie, who died on February
26, 2019. Elizabeth Marley Howell, mother of James
Howell and grandmother of Sarah Miller, Grace
Howell and Noah Howell, who died on February 28,
2019. Robert Isaac “Bob” Dalton, husband of Gwin
Dalton and brother of Rufus Dalton, who died on
February 28, 2019. Leslie H. Hitchens, father of Peter
Hitchens and grandfather of Bowman, Palmer and
Hollis Hitchens, who died on March 1, 2019. James

The Lenten Calendar

Palm Sunday
Conway Eaton, father of Sue Bayne and grandfather of
Bobby, Jimmy and Donny Bayne, who died on March
2, 2019. John Mark Biggers, son of Eleanor Biggers and
brother of Barbara Biggers, who died on March 8, 2019.

Babies

Legend Carter Surratt, son of Jennifer and Jameil
Surratt, grandson of Terry and Blake Thompson,
nephew of Lynsi Johnson and cousin of Smokey and
Willin Johnson, born on March 7, 2019. Kenley Marie
Maness, daughter of Whitney and Will Maness, born
on March 10, 2019.

Leighton Ford, And Places Of The Heart
Charlotte evangelist Leighton Ford
will join in a conversation with Dr.
Howell at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March
25, on the places of his heart.

The focus of their dialogue is
Leighton’s latest book: In his poems
Leighton Ford and watercolor paintings, Places of
the Heart reflects on the places around the world
that have touched his soul, from Freedom Park to the
Montreat home of his brother-in-law Billy Graham
to distant lands. Leighton, who is married to Billy’s
sister, Jean, has preached in 40 countries, often as
part of the Graham team, until forming his own

ministry mentoring young Christian leaders. The
Fords’ connection to our church is powerful: Their
community Christmas breakfast attracts hundreds
to Jubilee Hall. Leighton and Dr. Howell are close
friends and members of the same book club, and
their back-and-forth on March 25 promises to be
lively and spontaneous.
Places of the Heart is for sale now in Goodness
Gracious! Cost is $45 with proceeds going to Leighton
Ford Ministries. The full-color, coffee table-style book
will also be available, and he will sign copies, the
evening of his visit. Writer/Editor Ken Garfield helped
edit and publish the book.

Did We Feel God’s Presence? Yes, We Did.
Twenty-two fifth-graders, six parent volunteers and
Children’s Ministries staffers Amy Harriman and Leslie
Lowery enjoyed a weekend retreat to Chestnut Ridge
Camp & Retreat Center in Efland, N.C. The group worked
in the camp garden, did team-building. had Sunday
School on Saturday night, enjoyed s’mores by the campfire,
joined in worship by the lake and played lots of cards and
basketball. Here, Audrey McCollum sums it up. Audrey,
11, is the daughter of Marc and Katie McCollum.

I am one of the kids who went on the retreat. Today I am
going to tell you about my wonderful experience.
It was a long bus ride, but we got there. We went straight
to bed. The next day, we had breakfast and played
games that required working together. We did not do
very well. We would start yelling at each other, which
did us no good. After we played the games, we worked
together in a garden, digging, spreading mulch, planting
vegetables and cutting potatoes. After that hard work, we
got journals to write down how we felt, and to answer
questions like, Did we feel God’s presence? It was nice to
write down how I felt.
Although we were tired, we were ready for our next
activity. Since we had trouble working together that

morning, we did more teamwork challenges. In one,
there was a big board with a log under it. You tried to fit
everyone onto the board without it touching the floor.
It was hard, but we made it. After a lot of challenges, we
all sat in a circle and did the last challenge. We made
it in one try! We had learned a lot! We finally worked
together without taking about 50 tries.
It was a long
day, and it was
time to have
s’more’s. It was
fun to sit next
to your friends
and have a
delicious s’more.
We were all
tired and went
to bed.

Fifth graders at Chestnut Ridge

On Sunday, Miss Amy (Director of Children’s Ministries
Amy Harriman) had a special service for us. We sang
songs, did bubble prayers, linked pipe cleaners, and
wrote down something you would want someone to
know about you.

Services on April 14 follow the regular schedule: 8:30
a.m. in the Sanctuary, 9:45 a.m. Church In The Round
in Jubilee Hall and 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
Children will hand out palms before each service.

Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday service is at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April
18. It will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org.
The Chamber Singers will sing Son of God Mass. Email
LRSmit@mpumc.org to reserve child care.

Good Friday

Good Friday service is at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 19. It
will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. The
Chancel Choir will sing. Email LRSmit@mpumc.org to
reserve child care.

Easter

Easter sunrise service is at 7:00 a.m. April 21 in Francis
Chapel. The regular Sunday worship schedule for Easter
follows: 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church
In The Round in Jubilee Hall, and 9:45 and 11:00
a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 11:00 a.m. service will be
livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. There will be
regular child care for the four later services. There will
be no Sunday School for children and youth.

Easter Offering

Offering will go to mission partners QC Family Tree in
west Charlotte and Faith Ministry in Mexico. Checks
can be made out to the church with Easter Offering in
the memo line.

Buy an Easter Lily

This will go through Wednesday, April 10, in honor
or memory of a loved one at www.myersparkumc.org
or send a check for $15 per lily to the church with the
name of the person you are honoring/remembering.
Dedications will be shared in the Easter Sunday worship
bulletins.

Francis Chapel labyrinth

The chapel will be open for the first time during Holy
Week, from 2:00 p.m. Palm Sunday, April 14, to 2:00
p.m. Holy Saturday, April 20. Come anytime that week
to walk and pray the labyrinth. During Holy Week, there
will be a special invitation to pray the Stations of the
Cross.

Outdoor Stations of the Cross

This is planned in the Hopewell parking lot across from
the church during Holy Week. Encounter the last days
of Jesus’ life while praying under tall oak trees.

Creative Prayer Room

This prayer room for children and families will be
available through Lent. Rooms 257 and 258 in the
Snyder Building have been converted into a creative
prayer room for children of all ages, open whenever the
church is open.

Stephen Ministries

The Stephen Ministries’ annual Lenten devotional
booklets are available for free around the church with
essays from church members, clergy and staff.

Francis Chapel Event Celebrates Planned Giving
Join us at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, April 7, in Francis
Chapel for what promises to be a memorable
occasion: Admire the newly renovated chapel, enjoy
a performance by Director of Music Jimmy Jones
on the Walter Ball Memorial Organ, and help us
recognize founding members of the Wesley Circle.
Together, we will affirm the importance of making
planned, or legacy, gifts to the church we love.
The hourlong celebration is sponsored by the Myers
Park Wesley Foundation. The Wesley Trust, as it was
formerly known, was created primarily to preserve
the buildings and campus through capital projects.
A $5 million gift from a church member’s estate
allowed the foundation to expand, and support
missions at home and internationally through
the Wesley Grants program. Additional gifts and
investment earnings have helped the Foundation
grow to its current value of around $12 million.
The gathering on April 7 will recognize founding
members of the Wesley Circle – those who have

already made planned
gifts. The entire
church family is
invited to express their
appreciation to those
founding members, and to learn more about the
importance of planned gifts to the vitality of our
church for generations to come. There are many ways
to give, among them: Outright gifts of cash, stocks,
securities, and insurance; remembering the church
in your estate with the bequest of cash, or other
earnings; and naming the church as the beneficiary
in an insurance policy or death benefit.
To RSVP for April 7, email Executive Director
Saribeth Dozier at saribeth@mpumc.org. A
Planned Giving Committee has been telling the
story to Sunday School classes, other small groups
and to whomever engages a committee member
in conversation. To schedule a program, email
saribeth@mpumc.org.

Calendar
Dr. Howell’s Wednesday Bible Study

Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look will explore
Moments In The Life Of Jesus, In The Gospel Of Luke at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. each
Wednesday through Easter (April 21) in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. No
need to sign up, just come and bring a friend. Come any week you can; each week is
an independent entity. Details: james@mpumc.org.

Throughout March
•

Donate business-appropriate clothing for the new
Brookhill Community Center clothing closet.
Dress pants, dress shirts, sports jackets, blazers,
blouses, dresses, skirts and the like go in the bin
in the Parish Life lobby. Details: Sarah Gillespie at
sarahb48@carolina.rr.com.

Tuesday, April 9
•

Monday, March 25
•

Dr. Howell will engage evangelist Leighton Ford
in a conversation at 6:30 p.m. about his new book,
Places of the Heart, featuring Leighton’s poems and
watercolor paintings reflecting on the places he’s
been around the world. The coffee style-book is
for sale in Goodness Gracious! for $45, and will be
for sale the evening of the program. Leighton will
be signing copies. Proceeds go to Leighton Ford
Ministries.

Learn how God “wired” you to make a difference
through your spiritual gifts, heart, abilities,
personality and experiences. The next class is 6:30 to
9:00 p.m. in Room 106 of the Parish Life Building.
Registration and preclass exercises are required.
Other classes are 9:30 a.m. to noon April 29, 6:30 to
9:00 p.m. May 9 and June 11 and 9:30 a.m. to noon
June 24, all in Room 106. Details: Carol Tate at
ctate@mpumc.org.

Saturday, April 27
•

The annual Spring Carnival hosted by The
Children’s Circle church preschool welcomes the
community to the Parish Life parking lot from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for rides, games, food and more. It
moves indoors in bad weather. To volunteer, reach
Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com.

Tuesday, March 26

Sunday, May 5

•

May 26-June 1

•

Caregivers are invited to the monthly meeting of
the Caregivers Support Group at 11:30 a.m. in Room
105 of the Parish Life Building. Share the challenges
and rewards of the experience. Details: Parish Nurse
Lauren Smith at 704-295-4836 or
LSmith@mpumc.org.
The 25th annual Friends of UMAR luncheon is
at Providence United Methodist Church, 2810
Providence Road. The popular event raises money
and awareness for the agency that serves the
developmentally disabled through group homes,
vocational services, art classes and more. Doors
open at 11:00 a.m. for the art sale. Lunch and the
program start at 12:15 p.m. Details:
www.umarinfo.org.

•

•

High school seniors, sign up now to participate
in Senior Recognition Sunday, when the church
honors graduating seniors and their parents at all
four worship services. Lunch follows at 12:15 p.m. in
Jubilee Hall. Sign up at www.mpumcyouth.org.
College-age young people can join the team
traveling to Reynosa, Mexico, to work with Faith
Ministries to build friendships while constructing a
house. Cost is $750 including airfare. Register at
www.myersparkumc.org/college-mexico.

July 29-August 2
•

The annual Performing Arts Camp at church
welcomes youth in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a
production of 100% Chance Of Rain. Camp runs
daily from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Youth will sing,
dance, act and make sets and props. Register now
through March 31 for $200. Register online in
Realm. Details: Nancy Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org.

15 Minutes Of Faith
By Ben Brooks
uring a photo shoot, while a crowd of people
attempted to share his spotlight, pop Artist
Andy Warhol was credited with saying, In the
future, everyone will be world-famous for 15
minutes. This sparked the phrase 15 minutes of
fame, which has become a part of our culture ever
since. While the idiom can be vague in its meaning,
Youth Ministries has brought a far deeper meaning
to the phrase.

D

Enter 15 Minutes Of Faith.
High School Youth Associate Jason Rhymer says
the idea came to him early one morning. He
awoke with a crystal-clear vision for 15 Minutes
Of Faith – a vivid picture of how to bridge the gap
between generations in our faith community. The
idea’s premise: Bring youth and adults together in
fellowship, sharing their faith journey stories and
a-ha moments with God.
Recently, Carol Tate, Darlene and Nick Beard and
Barbara Cribbs opened their homes to some of our
youth for a time of sharing – 15 Minutes Of Faith’s trial
run. Eleventh-grader Lily Rowland was inspired by her
participation, and moved to share about it with Jason:
Tonight was awesome! I really felt God in the Beards’
house tonight. I wish everyone could have heard it…I
felt like God wanted me to hear their story. It’s inspiring
to me how strong their faith in God was in the face of
adversity, and motivates me to live my life more like
that.
Sentiments of gratitude and inspiration didn’t stop with
Lily. Moments later, Jason received another message,
this from ninth-grader Amelia Fisher: Hey Jason! Just
wanted to let you know I really enjoyed 15 Minutes
Of Faith tonight and hope that’s something we can do
again! I think it’s important for us as youth to connect
share, and form relationships with people of older
generations for they have so much to offer! Hope we
can do it again soon! Thank you. Amelia’s parents later
shared with Jason that their daughter couldn’t wait to go
to the 11:00 a.m. service next week to look for her new
friends.
Barbara Cribbs, one of the first ever hosts, sent
Jason a note: I enjoyed having the MP youth in my
home, bringing back fond memories of my own time
as a youth counselor at MPUMC. The presence of
God in their lives shines in each face.

Nick and Darlene Beard share a time of prayer with
youth group members during 15 Minutes Of Faith.
Carol Tate shared with Jason: For me, this was
15 minutes of joy as I watched these teens enter
gleefully, listen attentively, openly share prayer
requests and then pray for each other. It warmed
my heart to witness their community of faith in
action.
The Beards reached out to Jason: Nick and I feel
blessed to have had the opportunity to share our
‘faith journey’ with the youth at our home Sunday
night. They were so respectful, loving and eager to
share this time with us.
How remarkable: Intergenerational congregants
sharing, openly and vulnerably, their stories of faith.
The next opportunity to participate in 15 Minutes
Of Faith will be Sunday, April 7. Want to get plugged
in? Reach High School Youth Associate Jason
Rhymer at jason@mpumc.org.
Ben Brooks has joined our church staff as Communications
Coordinator. You can find him in Room 245 beside the work
room. Reach him at 704-295-4819 or BBrooks@mpumc.org.

