
Join us May 6 for our Just 
Engage: Immigration and 
Asylum Seekers talk at 7:00 
p.m. in the 
Francis 
Chapel. We 
will begin a 
conversation 
about how 
our church 
is ministering with our asylum-
seeking brothers and sisters. 
Leading the conversation will 
be Shannon Andresen, who will 
have a presentation prepared 
regarding our experience serving 
at the border in McAllen, Texas.
Shannon will also discuss facts, 
figures, and further data on 
immigration within our country. 
Nathan will follow up with a 
talk about the theological call 
on our lives to be aware and 
present with our neighbors in a 
transformational way. Nathan 
will also discuss how the Spirit 
calls us to be a migratory 
person, how Christ was, in our 
daily lives of engaging with 
one another. There will also be 
a demonstration and training 
time on how to serve at the 
Greyhound bus station here in 
Charlotte.  
For more information on this 
event, or how to serve with 
this ministry, reach Nathan at 
narledge@mpumc.org
or visit our site at
www.myersparkumc.org/bus-station.
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Snapshots

Sanctuary Services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am
Church In The Round 
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall
Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m., Chapel
Sunday School 
9:45 a.m.

myersparkumc.org   
704.376.8584

Sunday Schedule

Cornerstone

          Most  g lor ious Lord of  Ly fe!  that  on this  day 
          D idst  make Thy t r iumph over  death  and sin . . .  
          -  Engl ish  poet  Edmund Spenser  (1552-1599)

HOLY WEEK
CALENDAR

MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:30 p.m. service, Sanctuary

4.18

GOOD FRIDAY
7:30 p.m. service, Sanctuary

4.19

SANCTUARY
8:30, 9:45, & 11:00 a.m.

CHURCH in the ROUND
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall

EASTER
SUNDAY

SUNRISE SERVICE
7:30 a.m., Francis Chapel

4.21

EASTER 2019



Passages

The Lenten Calendar

In Memory  
Bobbie Small Burris, mother of Alex Burris and grandmother 
of Leslie, Micah and Skyler Burris, who died on March 
28, 2019. Charles Alexander “Chuck” Lambert, father of 
Maggie Bowling and grandfather of Peyton, Perris, Parker 
and Presley Bowling, who died on March 31, 2019. Thomas 
Ralph Sigmon, husband of Lavon Sigmon, father of William 
Sigmon and grandfather of Jordan and Marshall Sigmon, 
who died on April 5, 2019.

Babies
Vera Ellen Walsh, daughter of Rebecca and Mike Walsh, born 
on April 6, 2019.

Weddings
Jennifer Garlitz and David Nance, married on March 30, 
2019, in our church.

Maundy Thursday service is at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 18 in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last hours of Christ’s 
life on earth in words and music. Holy Communion will be 
celebrated and the ancient practice of stripping the Sanctuary 
will prepare us for the darkness of the passion and death of 
Jesus. It will be livestreamed at livestream.com/mpumc. The 
Chamber Singers will sing Son of God Mass. Email 
lrsmit@mpumc.org to reserve childcare.

Good Friday service is at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 19, in 
the Sanctuary, marked by the reading of the Passion of Christ 
from the Gospel of John. The Chancel Choir will sing. It will be 
livestreamed at livestream.com/mpumc. Email 
lrsmit@mpumc.org to reserve child care.

Easter sunrise service is at 7:00 a.m. April 21, starting 
in Francis Chapel and moving to the columbarium, weather 
permitting. The regular Sunday worship schedule for Easter 
follows: 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church In 
The Round in Jubilee Hall, and 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. The 11:00 a.m. service will be livestreamed at 
livestream.com/mpumc. There will be regular child care for the 
four later services. There will be no Sunday School for children 
and youth.  Please arrive early and enjoy a few moments of 
quiet reflection. Additional seating will be in Francis Chapel 
and Jubilee Hall. Remember, the Sunday shuttle saves you 
from having to find a parking space. Enjoy the fellowship with 
fellow riders.

Easter Offering will go to mission partners QC Family 
Tree in west Charlotte and Faith Ministry in Mexico. Checks 
can be made out to the church with Easter Offering in the 
memo line.

As Always on Easter Sunday morning, you are invited 
to fill the cross on the church lawn with flowers. Photos are 
welcome.

The Francis Chapel Labyrinth will be open 
for the first time during Holy Week, through 2:00 p.m. Holy 
Saturday, April 20. Come and walk and pray the labyrinth. 
During Holy Week, there will be a special invitation to pray the 
Stations of the Cross.

Outdoor Stations of The Cross is planned 
in the Hopedale parking lot across the street from the church 
during Holy Week. Encounter the last days of Jesus’ life while 
praying under tall oaks.

A Children’s Prayer Room for children and 
families is available throughout Lent and beyond. Rooms 257 
and 258 in the Snyder Building are transformed into a creative 
prayer room for children of all ages, open whenever the church 
is open.



What Does Easter Mean To Me?

Ready To Help With Freedom School?

At my house, Easter has always meant photos of shiny-
faced siblings; a backyard egg hunt; f inding the hidden 
stash of Peeps in the pantry; an overriding scent of lilies; 
suddenly “earless” chocolate bunnies; the latest attempt 
to properly mount the eyes on Sue’s annual coconut lamb 
cake – and, of course, just being together with our church 
family to sing and celebrate God’s promise of eternal life.”
                – Bob Truscello

Holy. For me, this is what comes to mind when I think of 
Easter. Christmas grabs the headlines at times but is also 
filled with the noise of the business of Christmas. Easter 
is an annual, sacred reconnection for me and my faith.”
                 – Brandon Lowery

After my mother died, I experienced an unlikely resurrection 
in my relationship with my father. During a humbling and 
powerful chain of events, I confronted my failings and 
lived my own Easter miracle. It deepened my faith in God’s 
mysteries of rebirth and renewal.”
                     – Lynsley Smith

By Ken Garfield
Freedom School, that most righteous of ministries, returns for 
another summer of fighting summer learning loss in children 
and youth.
Once again, our church will host a Freedom School site for 
80 scholars, as they are known, this season at Marie G. 
Davis School. Weekdays from June 17 to July 25, scholars 
will immerse themselves in reading, a culturally diverse 
curriculum, field trips, character-building activities and more. 
The teachers – typically college students and young educators 
– are known as Servant Leader Interns, helping bring out the 
best in each child.
The inspiration for Freedom School, and that wonderful name, 
springs from the Civil Rights Movement and the cause of 
giving every person an opportunity to flourish. Myers Park 
United Methodist Church has long been an anchor of the 
local Freedom School Partners. This summer, there will be 18 
Freedom School sites in and around Charlotte, serving 1,200 
scholars.
Church members are welcome to be part of the Freedom 
School experience – reading to scholars (including at 
the morning Harambe rally time), chaperoning field trips 
and more. To get involved, email Susan Gardner Scott at 
sgsphotography@gmail.com.

 

The closing line of the Freedom School pledge serves as 
all the inspiration we need: “Most importantly, we promise 
to always carry the torch for children who need a chance to 
succeed.”



Throughout April
We are collecting snacks, diapers, toys and other items to be
distributed to legal asylum-seekers at the Greyhound bus
station in Charlotte. Drop donations in the marked bin in the
Parish Life lobby. For the full list of needed items, visit
www.myersparkumc.org/bus-station. Questions? Reach Sarah
Gilespie at sarahb48@carolina.rr.com. 

Tuesday, April 23
Church members are always welcome to attend the
Administrative Board dinner meetings, the next one in Room
108 of the Parish Life Building. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., followed
by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Details: Executive Director
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

Friday, April 26
Middle schoolers are invited to enjoy a Charlotte Knights 
baseball game. Parents can drop their child at the stadium 
around 6:45 p.m. and pick them up after the game. Middle 
School Youth Associate Sarah Yoss will be with them at the 
main entrance. Friends are welcome. Cost is $20. Register at 
www.mpumcyouth.org.

Saturday, April 27
The annual Spring Carnival hosted by The Children’s Circle
church preschool welcomes the community to the Parish Life
parking lot from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for rides, games, food
and more. It moves indoors in bad weather. To volunteer, reach
Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com.

Sunday, April 28
All who wish to get involved in the life of the church are invited
to a New Member Social from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Jubilee
Hall to meet the pastors, connect with the church, and find
your place. Make a reservation at www.myersparkumc.org by
April 24. Child care is available with your online reservation.

Thursday, May 2
Women are invited to a Spring Gathering from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall with music, storytelling, prayer,
mission opportunities, heavy hors d’oeuvres and, of course,
fellowship. Register by April 26 at www.myersparkumc.org.
Cost is $10.For child care reservations, email
lrsmit@mpumc.org.

Sunday, May 5
Join us at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary as the Chancel Choir
presents a concert of music (Rutter, Mozart, Forrest, and others)
it will perform on its tour in Scotland later in May. The concert is
free. No tickets are needed.

Sunday, May 12
Stephen Ministers will share their ministry from 9:00 a.m. to
noon in the Parish Life lobby. Stephen Ministers are laity
trained to provide one-to-one confidential care. To learn more,
reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

May 26-June 1
College-age young people can join the team traveling to
Reynosa, Mexico, to work with Faith Ministries to build
friendships while constructing a house. Cost is $750 including
airfare. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/college-mexico.

July 29-August 2
The annual Performing Arts Camp at church welcomes youth
in rising Grades 2-8 to prepare a production of 100% Chance
Of Rain. Camp runs daily from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Youth
will sing, dance, act and make sets and props. Cost is $225.
Financial assistance is available. Register online in Realm.
Details: Nancy Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org.

All The Time
Give to Jubilee Plus! to support ministry partners around the
world. Donate to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund year-round at
www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the
church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the
offering plate or mail to the church.
The Sunday shuttle bus service runs continually from 8:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park
Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue.

Calendar 

Dr. Howell’s Wednesday Bible Study
Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look returns at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 
24 in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. No need to sign up, just come and bring a friend. Details: james@mpumc.org.



By Ken Garfield

Ask Elizabeth Field why she feels called to work in the church garden beside the Parish Life parking 
lot and she offers this analogy: As a Marriage and Family Therapist, she helps people dig into 
their issues, getting her hands dirty with the stuff of life. It takes time for healing to blossom, if it 
blossoms at all. The church garden, on the other hand, offers her the chance to see the fruits (actually 
vegetables) of her labor sprout before her eyes. It’s a beautiful thing for her and all who have found 
their place in the garden – bonding in the dirt, then delivering all that lettuce, peppers, cucumbers, 
herbs and more to our newest neighbors.

“It’s a nice way of being quiet, being still, being able to commune with nature,” she says. “It’s spiritual 
for me, bringing heaven and earth together.” And remember this, she adds: “All of life started in a 
garden.”

Elizabeth has taken a lead role in the Garden Ministry, which has scheduled Saturday, May 4, for 
a Spring planting. People with or without green thumbs are welcome to join in the fun and work. To 
learn more, reach Elizabeth at 704-754-2050 or elizabethfield91011@gmail.com. Plans are in the 
works for a winter garden, so there may be more plantings in August and September.

The garden has long been a jewel at our church, transforming a bare spot of earth into an oasis 
of sorts. The goodies grown go to refugees who have settled in Charlotte. Our partner is Refugee 
Support Services, led by church member Rachel Humphries. There’s talk of devoting one bed (check 
out the new beds built by Matthew Huff for his Eagle Scout project) to Asian ingredients. Over the 

years, the garden has expanded to include benches and even a journal where you can share a prayer request or reflection and 
leave it in the mailbox. So many church members have found a home there, among them: Mike Farrell helped spearhead its 
success (we grew 640 pounds of veggies last year). Becky Collett digs in the dirt and takes photos. Various Eagle Scouts have 
helped spruce up the plot. Preston Cavenaugh, who works in the business, keeps us in rich soil. With Elizabeth all in, there’s a 
good chance we’ll get to garden with her husband, Elliott, and their kids, Zack and William.

It is not lost on any of us that in this season, when we draw hope from new life, that the garden is front and center. We can hear 
Johnny Cash singing now…

The Church Garden:
Bringing Heaven And Earth Together

Elizabeth Field

I come to the garden alone

While the dew is still on the roses

And the voice I hear falling on my ear

The Son of God discloses

And He walks with me and He talks with me,
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Camp Tekoa, Kindermourn,
Race Forward

Confirmation Retreat

Sign up for the annual Memorial Day Weekend May 24-26 
at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains for fun and fellowship. 
Folks arrive on their own around 7:00 p.m. Friday and typically 
leave for home around noon Sunday. Registration through May 
10 is at www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Director of 
Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 or 
aharriman@mpumc.org.  
KinderMourn, our ministry partner that counsels bereaved 
parents and others, holds its 15th annual Hope Floats Duck 
Race from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 5, at the U.S. 
National Whitewater Center. Visit www.kindermourn.org to buy 
ducks and sponsor teams, all to help support the nonprofit, 
which holds its annual Holiday Memorial Service at our 
church.

Confirmands gathered recently for a spring retreat, part of this important journey in their faith lives.
Confirmation Sunday is May 19.

The Best of Enemies: If this story of these two unlikely 
friends sounds familiar, you’ve likely read Jonathon Wilson-
Hartgrove’s book or listened to him talk about Ann Atwater 
when he was here some months ago to engage with us 
about his newest book, Reconstructing the Gospel.

The movie, depicting the relationship between Ann Atwater 
and a klansman who learn how they’ve been pitted against 
one another by systemic racism, is now playing in our local 
theaters. If you’re interested in seeing the film and engaging 
in some further discussion about the movie and race 
reconciliation, contact Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com


