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Shepherds in a Field by Annabelle Poovey, age 10 

 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

December 16, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 



Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

Introit 

Sure On This Shining Night Morten Lauridsen 

Sure on this shining night of star-made shadows round, 

kindness must watch for me this side the ground. 

 

The late year lies down the north. All is healed, all is health. 

High summer holds the earth. Hearts are whole. 

 

Sure on this shining night 

I weep for wonder wandering far alone of shadows on the stars. 
 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle  

Children of God, have you heard? Do you see? 

We see a world made new, a world of justice and peace. 

Children of God, whom do you see? 

We see the Christ-child, bringing light into our darkness. 

Savior! Prince of peace! God-with-us! 

With this child, we light a candle. With this child, we welcome God’s 

light. 

 
 Processional Carol No. 240  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 



Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 
 Gloria Patri No. 238 (refrain)  GLORIA 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Bidding Prayer   

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 
 

The First Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 

Offering  

Personént Hodie Lara Hoggard 

On this day earth shall ring with the song 

children sing to the Lord, Christ our King, 

born on earth to save us; him the Father gave us. 

Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!  (Therefore, glory to God in the highest!) 

 

His the doom, ours the mirth; 

when he came down to earth, Bethlehem saw his birth; 

ox and ass beside him from the cold would hide him. 

 

God’s bright star, over his head, wise men three to him led; 

kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, 

praise him and adore him. 

 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 

praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to save us. 

 
 Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 



 
 Prayer of Dedication and Gift Blessing  

 

 The Second Lesson Luke 1:26-38 

 

 Congregation Carol No. 238  

 Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Todd Wilson 

 Women: Angels we have heard on high  

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

All: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Men: Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be  

which inspire your heavenly song?  

All: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

All: Come to Bethlehem and see 

Christ whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee, 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

All: See him in a manger laid, 

whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 

while our hearts in love we raise. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

 The Third Lesson Luke 2:1-7 

 

 Anthem  

 Sir Christèmas William Mathias 

 Nowell. Who is there that singeth so, Nowell? 

I am here, Sir Christèmas. Welcome, my lord Sir Christèmas! 

Welcome to all, both more and less, come near. Nowell! 

 

Dieu vous garde, beaux sieurs, (God keep you, handsome gentlemen,) 

tidings I you bring: a maid hath borne a child full young, 

which causeth you to sing: Nowell! 



 

Christ is now born of a pure maid; in an oxstall he is laid, 

wherefore sing we at a brayde (in a moment): Nowell! 

 

Buvez bien par toute la compagnie. (Drink well to the whole company.) 

Make good cheer and be right merry, and sing with us now joyfully:  Nowell! 

 

Homily  

 

 The Fourth Lesson Luke 2:8-16 

 

 Congregational Carol  

 Festival First Noel arr. Dan Forrest 

 The first Noel the angels did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

that hath made heaven and earth of naught, 

and with his blood mankind hath bought. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

 The Fifth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11 

 



 Congregational Carol  

 We Three Kings arr. Tom Trenney & Jeremy Bankson  

 Choir: We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse a-far,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.   

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Men:  Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain;   

gold I bring to crown him again,  

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Women: Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh;   

prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high. 

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Choir: Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume  

breathes a life of gathering gloom;  

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb. 

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

All: Glorious now, behold him arise;  King and God and sacrifice:   

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. 

O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

 The Sixth Lesson John 1:1-14 

 



 Congregational Carol No. 234  

 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

     Refrain: O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  

     O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  

Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain) 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain) 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response   

“Hallelujah” from Messiah George Frideric Handel 

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! 

The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom 

 of our Lord and of his Christ; 

And he shall reign for ever and ever. 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah! 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

Puer Nobis Nascitur David N. Johnson 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEViap7k5Y0i4Ay08nnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTEyNnJkMjI2BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQjI1ODBfMQRzZWMDc3I-/RV=2/RE=1481596714/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fGeorge_Frideric_Handel/RK=0/RS=NTet.Iw1WyOEI9dfH96heKvNFXA-


WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister  


LITURGIST 

Rev. Nancy Watson, Executive Pastor 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Evan Wesley Currie, Music Associate and Organist 

Robert Moody, conductor 

da Capo Brass 

Chancel Choir 

Chamber Singers
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTERS 

Jane and Dennis Haydanek (8:30) 

Trey, Sara, Miles and Meredith Harb (9:45) 

Luke, Angie, Adelaide and Lillian Neilans (11:00) 


GIFT BLESSING 

Charles Maynard and Will Poovey (8:30) 

Avery Howell and Holder South (9:45) 

Maddie Powell and Ben Ricketts (11:00) 
 

CRUCIFERS 

Hayden Plyler (8:30), Lauren Fletcher (9:45), Maggie Whittle (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Virginia Ogburn and Joanna Ogburn (8:30) 

Caroline Beasley and AnneGray Oxrider (9:45) 

Gavin Porter and Ellie Harrison (11:00) 
 

BIBLE CARRIERS 

Zach Plyler (8:30), George Shull (9:45), Molly Brown (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary narthex. Our Discover Myers Park 

class is designed to welcome you and help get you connected as we share a 

snapshot of our history and ministries. The informal gathering meets next at 10:45 

a.m. Sunday, January 20, in Francis Chapel. Details: Rev. Uiyeon Kim at 704-295-

4840 or UKim@mpumc.org. 

2018 ADVENT WORSHIP THEME: God WITH us The heart of the Gospel is 

that God is with us. It’s Jesus’ nickname, Emmanuel. We are never alone. We are 

never isolated from God or God’s mercy. We can rest in that reality and embrace 

our own humanity because God did that very thing. Together this Advent season, 

we are exploring the truth that God is WITH us, we are WITH God, and so we are 

to be WITH our neighbors. This week’s focus: WITH child. 

BLESSING OF THE GIFTS Today, we bless the Alternative Gift Market and the 

purchase of all the gifts that support powerful ministries around the world. The 

second-grade Sunday School teachers – Katy Burge, Trish Cameron, Laura 

Caldwell, Melissa Poovey, Mason Rankin, Kelly Smith, Danielle and Bo South and 

Mayleng Watson – have written the prayer that they will offer during our worship 

services. You can shop online year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-

gift-market or in person at the table in the Parish Life lobby from 8:20 a.m. to 

12:10 p.m. today and December 23. 
 

KNEELING AT THE MANGER AT 2:00 P.M. 

Join us for the popular Kneeling At The Manger at 2:00 p.m. today in Jubilee Hall, 

rescheduled from last Sunday. 

 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST AT 6:00 P.M. 

Hosted by our church youth, the beautiful Moravian Love Feast at 6:00 p.m. today 

in the Sanctuary features buns, spiced tea, beeswax candles and music. 

 

 

 



SERVING OTHERS… 
 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET Give a gift that embodies the meaning of 

Christmas by supporting our Local and World Outreach partners. Shop online 

year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift-market or in person at the 

table in the Parish Life lobby from 8:20 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. today and December 

23. Details: McCay Manwaring at mccay.manwaring@gmail.com. 

DECEMBER COLLECTION: COATS FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE Drop off 

new or gently used coats in the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby all this month. 

Details: Roland Elliot at 704-551-7064.  

ROOM IN THE INN  Each Thursday and Friday night through March 31, we 

open our church doors to provide warm meals, beds and fellowship for homeless 

neighbors. There are many opportunities for individuals, families and groups to 

participate, such as driving the van, preparing and serving a meal, and staying 

overnight. To serve, reach Greg Wells at 704-609-4036 or 

greg@willisengineers.com. 

COLLEGE MEXICO MISSION Need a life-changing gift for your mission-

loving college student? Give them the gift of traveling with our team of college 

students to Reynosa, Mexico, May 26 to June 1 to work alongside Faith Ministries 

to build friendships while constructing a home with a family, plus more. Cost is 

$750 including airfare. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/college-mexico. 

COSTA RICA MISSION Sign up today! Join our mission team traveling over 

Spring Break, April 13-20, 2019. Cost is $1,300 per person. The trip is great for 

families (children ages eight and up). Our mission will be to build relationships in 

Costa Rica while working alongside friends at the Costa Rica Mission Project. 

Visit www.myersparkumc.org/costarica. 

ZOE KENYA MISSION Register for one of our two 2019 ZOE Kenya mission 

trips. Join a mission team traveling February 19-29 (deadline to register is 

December 19) and July 16-25, 2019, to Maua, Kenya. Cost will be $2,350 

depending on airfare at time of registration. Check www.myersparkumc.org/zoe 

for how to register. 

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support partners like Crisis Assistance Ministry, who provide 

emergency financial assistance to neighbors at risk of losing their homes or having 

utilities disconnected.  Give to Jubilee Plus! year-round at 

www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line, put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church. 



YOUTH SUMMER MISSION TRIPS You can register now for youth summer 

mission trips to Mountain T.O.P. in Tennessee, Chicago, Mexico and Kenya. Visit 

www.mpumcyouth.org. 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
 

SERVICE OF HOPE AND CONSOLATION MONDAY 

Our annual Service of Hope And Consolation is at 6:30 p.m. Monday, December 

17, in the Sanctuary, offering all who have suffered a loss the chance to light a 

candle and share in prayer and fellowship. It was postponed last Monday. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE Noon Jazz Service, Jubilee Hall; 2:00 p.m. 

Carols and Candlelight Service, Sanctuary; 4:00 p.m. Church In The Round 

Service, Jubilee Hall; 6:00 p.m. Carols and Candlelight Service, Sanctuary; 8:00 

p.m. Candlelight and Communion Service, Sanctuary; and 11:00 p.m. Candlelight 

and Communion Service, Sanctuary. No child care on Christmas Eve. The 6:00, 

8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. 

Turn to www.myersparkumc.org or the Cornerstone church newsletter for details. 

Questions or concerns? Call 704-376-8584. 

A WAY FORWARD  There will be an informational meeting and opportunity for 

discussion and questions regarding A Way Forward, on Thursday, January 10, at 

6:30 PM.   All are welcome to attend. 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL The children’s Advent devotional book, Emmanuel, 

God With Us, is available throughout the church. One per family, please. 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS!: The gift shop in the Parish Life lobby is open 10:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, December 22, for your holiday shopping needs. Sales 

support outreach. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE Make A Difference is the theme of our 2019 campaign 

to support the work of the church in the world. Please return as soon as you are 

able your Estimate of Giving card to support the 2019 operating budget and Jubilee 

Plus! fund for outreach. You can also make an estimate of giving, or gift, at 

www.myersparkumc.org. 

END OF YEAR GIVING Your financial contribution to the church must be 

received by the church or postmarked by December 31, 2018. Checks can be 

placed in the Sunday offering plate, mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 

28207 or dropped off at the church. The church will close at 1:00 p.m. Monday, 

December 31. You can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give. 

http://www.mpumcyouth.org/


SUPPORT THE LABYRINTH Francis Chapel is reopening soon. Once 

construction is complete, you’ll be able to walk the permanent labyrinth installed 

in the floor of Francis Chapel. You are invited to donate $150 for a tile for the 

labyrinth. Order forms are outside Francis Chapel in the Parish Life lobby. 

Complete the form and return it with your check to Myers Park United Methodist 

Church (attention Saribeth Dozier) at 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte NC 28207. 

Checks should be made out to the church with Labyrinth in the memo line. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY Our weekly meal and fellowship returns to Jubilee Hall on 

Wednesday, January 9. 

DRIVE THE ALDERSGATE VAN The church needs van drivers to pick up and 

return folks to the Aldersgate retirement community on Sunday mornings. You’ll 

pick up residents in time for 9:45 a.m. Sunday School and return after the 11:00 

a.m. service. Reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 
 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

‘HOME FOR CHRISTMAS’ BOOK STUDY Join Revs. Nathan Arledge and 

Uiyeon Kim from 11:00 a.m. to noon Monday, December 17, in Room 106 of the 

Parish Life Building to discuss Home For Christmas: Tales of Hope and Second 

Chances. Email nholmes@mpumc.org to reserve a book. For child care, email 

LRSmit@mpumc.org. 

GOD AND SPORTS Dr. Howell will present a multimedia program on God And 

Sports at 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 7, in Jubilee Hall. How do we think 

spiritually about competition and rivalries? What can sports teach us about church 

and God? Should NFL players take a knee during the National Anthem? Our 

Senior Pastor will explore those questions and talk about Jackie Robinson, Jesse 

Owens, Babe Ruth and other sports figures. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ON BREAK Dr. Howell’s weekly Bible study 

on Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look – held Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. and 

7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building – returns January 9 as we look 

at Moments In The Life Of Jesus, In The Gospel Of Luke. Details: 

james@mpumc.org. 

‘I’M STILL HERE’ At 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 14, in Jubilee Hall, Austin 

Channing Brown will explore how to be the church, and how we learn about 

ourselves and grow as we learn about and care for our community. She is the 

author of I’m Still Here. For more about her, visit www.austinchanning.com. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT The 13th annual Women’s Retreat will be February 8-10, 

2019, at Caraway Conference Center near Asheboro, N.C. Megan Argabrite, our 

mailto:broth@mpumc.org


Director of Worship and the Arts, invites us to Encounter – The Everyday Art Of 

Worship. Cost, other information and online registration is at 

www.myersparkumc.org/women. Scholarships are available. Reach Rev. Barbara 

Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


