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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

June 17, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 



 Opening Voluntary  

 Prayer of St. Gregory Alan Hovhaness 

 
 Call to Worship  

Here in this place, there are no strangers, 

for all are welcome in God’s house. 

Here in this worship, there is only acceptance, 

for love is the language of faith. 

Here in our lives, there are no divisions, 

for God dwells in each of us. 

Come, let us worship in unity and love. 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 577  

God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

Prayer of Confession   

God of mercy, 

Forgive us for separating ourselves over and over again; 

   right and wrong, liberal and conservative, 

   rich and poor, worthy and unworthy. 

We make demands to secure our own safety, 

   forgetting the Gospel demands love that is risky. 

Grant us courage to live and love freely, 

   and to follow Christ fully. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 Litany of Sending Forth (8:30)  

Lord, you have called your servant Melanie to a new place,  

   a new community, and new tasks.  

She has been your gift to us,  

   so now she leaves to be your gift to others.  

Strengthen her for the new ministry to which you have called her.  

We acknowledge that it was your Holy Spirit who brought us together   

   and has been present with us in our tears and our laughter, our work   

   and our worship. 

Fill her now with the power of your Spirit, that she may grow in  

   your grace and in the knowledge of your love, so that she may  

   be a blessing to many. 
We pray for the community to which she goes,  

   that they will love Melanie, support her, learn from her,  

   and encourage her. 

We pray for our own community, that you will keep us faithful to  

   the vision that Melanie has shared with us. 

With grateful hearts, we commend her to your care as she begins this  

    new journey in her life. 

Go in peace, with our love and prayers supporting you.  

Go in joy with the assurance that the bonds of our love in Christ  

   cannot be broken. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45, 11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45, 11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthem  

God is Our Refuge Allen Pote 

God is our refuge and strength; a present help in time of trouble 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear. 

 

Come and behold the work of the Lord, the awesome acts of God. 

He is in the midst of his people, he is our God in all the earth. 

 

He is the word, we are his hands, he will lead us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence  

all the day long. 

 

He is the rain, we are the stones, he will cleanse us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence  

all the day long. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 

 

 Old Testament Reading Esther 4:7-17 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory  

Sound the Trumpet (8:30) Henry Purcell 

Sound the trumpet till around you make the listening shores rebound. 

On the spritely oboe play. 

All the instruments, that skillful numbers can employ, to celebrate the glories of 

this day. 

 

The Last Words of David (9:45, 11:00) Randall Thompson 

He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 

And he shall be as the light of the morning,  

when the sun riseth, 

even a morning without clouds; 

as the tender grass springing out of the earth  

by clear shining after rain. 

Alleluia. Amen. 
 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication   

 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

 
 Hymn No. 571  

Go, Make of All Disciples LANCASHIRE 

 



 Litany of Sending Forth (9:45, 11:00)  

 Lord, you have called your servant Melanie to a new place,  

   a new community, and new tasks.  

She has been your gift to us,  

   so now she leaves to be your gift to others.  

Strengthen her for the new ministry to which you have called her.  

We acknowledge that it was your Holy Spirit who brought us together   

   and has been present with us in our tears and our laughter, our work   

   and our worship. 

Fill her now with the power of your Spirit, that she may grow in  

   your grace and in the knowledge of your love, so that she may  

   be a blessing to many. 
We pray for the community to which she goes,  

   that they will love Melanie, support her, learn from her,  

   and encourage her. 

We pray for our own community, that you will keep us faithful to  

   the vision that Melanie has shared with us. 

With grateful hearts, we commend her to your care as she begins this  

    new journey in her life. 

Go in peace, with our love and prayers supporting you.  

Go in joy with the assurance that the bonds of our love in Christ  

   cannot be broken. Amen. 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response No. 159 (Stanza 1)  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 God of Grace Paul Manz 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 
 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 


LITURGISTS 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister (8:30, 9:45) 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education (11:00) 
 

LAY READER 

Drew Vigor (8:30), Aimee Williams (9:45), Bob Nannini (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 
James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Anita Cirba, trumpet 
Charles Humphries, countertenor (8:30) 

Small Vocal Ensemble (8:30) 
Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 



CRUCIFERS 

Matthew Buie 
 

ACOLYTES 

David Buie and David Starling (8:30) 

Alexandra Eliasek and Shelby Eliasek (9:45) 

Caroline Beasley and Elizabeth Beasley (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Nicholas Smith (8:30), Lawson Surles (9:45), Gavin Porter (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOME! We are so thankful you are here worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary narthex. Our next Discover Myers 

Park class to learn about our church meets at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, August 26, in 

Room 110 of the Parish Life Building.  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of Baptism 

at the 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service is Jordan Alexander Wiseman-

Exton, son of Dee and Bruce Bailey. Being Baptized at the 9:45 a.m. Sanctuary 

service are Amelia Reaves Baker, daughter of Caroline and Dan Baker; Hannah 

Sabina Bragg, daughter of Nate and Sabina Bragg; Owen McAdams Thompson, 

son of Ellen and Craig Thompson; and Charles Bennett Thompson Jr., son of 

Lauren and Bennett Thompson. Being Baptized at the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service 

is Greyson Watson Screen, son of Katherine and Stephen Screen. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of the marriage of Asher and Meredith Steinbeck by Edward and Paula 

Boyd. 

WANT TO PROVIDE ALTAR FLOWERS? If you would like to provide altar 

flowers in memory or honor of a loved one, contact Peg Broughton at 

peg@mpumc.org. Available dates: June 24 and July 1, 8 and 29. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

OUR SUMMER SERIES Our summer series continues, Faces Of Our Faith: 

Bold And Untold Stories. Who are the ordinary people of faith who do what they 

can with what they have? We will journey with the often overlooked people in our 

Biblical narrative and be reminded that we all play a role in God’s story of 

redemptive love and grace. This morning: Dr. Melanie Dobson, on her farewell 

Sunday with us, looks at Esther. The series runs Sundays through August 12. 

FAMILY WORSHIP We are observing a summer Sabbath for children’s Sunday 

School through August 19. Families are encouraged to worship together. Worship 

care will still be offered for children ages eight weeks through those not yet in 

kindergarten. Looking for more ways for your family to be involved in worship? 

We are looking for families to serve as worship leaders during our Family Worship 

Summer as greeters, ushers and readers. Contact Assistant Director of Children’s 

Ministries Heidi Giffin at 704-295-4805 or heidi@mpumc.org. 

mailto:peg@mpumc.org
mailto:heidi@mpumc.org


HAPPY FATHER’S DAY To all the dads, God bless you! To everyone else, if 

you still need to pick up a card or gift, the Goodness Gracious! shop in the lobby of 

the Parish Life Building is open until 12:30 p.m. today. All sales support outreach. 

 

RECEPTION AT NOON TODAY FOR MELANIE 

Join us for a reception at noon today in Jubilee Hall for Dr. Melanie Dobson as she 

leaves to teach at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, S.C. A 

love offering is being taken for Melanie and Elijah. Make out a check to the church 

with Melanie Dobson in the memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off at 

the reception or the front desk in the Parish Life Building or mail it to 1501 Queens 

Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You can also make a gift at 

www.myersparkumc.org/give.   

 

RECEPTION FOR PARKER Also: We will gather for a reception for Rev. 

Parker Haynes at noon Sunday, July 1, in Jubilee Hall as he leaves to lead St. 

Timothy United Methodist Church in Brevard. To contribute to a love offering for 

Parker and his family, make out a check to the church with Parker Haynes in the 

memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off at the reception or the front 

desk in the Parish Life Building, mail it to the church or make a gift at 

www.myersparkumc.org/give. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The convenient Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space. 
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SERVING OTHERS… 
BRAZIL WORLD CUP SOCCER PARTY Love soccer? Have a passion for 

connecting with your neighbors? Today, we have an opportunity to engage with 

Brazilian brothers and sisters living in Charlotte to watch the World Cup match 

between Brazil and Switzerland. Meet at Hawthorne Pizza off Monroe Road 

(Meridian Place, 6215 Old Post Road). Arrive at 1:30 p.m. Kickoff is at 2:00 p.m. 

Enjoy a great soccer match and learn a neighbor’s name and story as we grow 

together as the body of Christ. For more, email Rev. Nathan Arledge at 

nathan@mpumc.org. 

FREEDOM SCHOOL 2018 Freedom School starts Monday and runs until July 

27, and we can’t do it without you! Sign up to read with a scholar, chaperone a 

field trip, offer snacks for scholars or interns, share a talent at an onsite activity and 

more. Explore opportunities to serve our Freedom School site, at Sedgefield 

Middle School, at www.myersparkumc.org/freedom-school. You can sign up 

now. Questions? Reach co-chairs Susan Scott at sgsphotography@gmail.com or 

Susan Lupo at selupo14@gmail.com. 

JUNE COLLECTION: CHILDREN’S SWIM GEAR Again this year, our 

church is sponsoring a site for the YMCA’s Safety Around Water program. Donate 

boys’ and girls’ swimsuits, goggles and sunscreen in the marked bin in the Parish 

Life lobby. Questions? Reach Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org. 

BRAZIL MISSION TRIP SUPPLIES Help support our Brazil mission team by 

ordering supplies by Sunday, June 24, for their trip in July. Medical supplies are 

needed to help our partner agency, a home for seniors in the Tres Rios region of 

Brazil.  Needed items can be purchased via Amazon here: 

http://a.co/h7dwKsr. Direct questions to mission donations coordinator Chris 

Lepore at c.note.lepore@gmail.com. 

SERVE DINNER AT MEN’S SHELTER Our church has two opportunities each 

month to prepare and serve at the Men's Shelter of Charlotte: The first Wednesday 

of each month at the Men's Shelter at a satellite location while their North Tryon 

St. location undergoes renovation, and the second Tuesday of each month at the 

Men's Shelter at 3410 Statesville Ave. You'll serve with a team of church members 

for about an hour and a half. Reach Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org to sign up 

or learn more. 
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GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Rev. Nathan Arledge will fill in for Dr. Howell and lead the weekly Bible study on 

Familiar Bible Passages: A Closer Look on Wednesday, June 20, at 11:00 a.m. and 

7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. No need to sign up, just join us and bring a friend. 

Come any week you can; each week is an independent entity. This coming 

Wednesday, Nathan will consider Nehemiah. Remember, we will not gather on 

Wednesday, July 4. Details: Dr. Howell at james@mpumc.org. 

 

SUMMER CHOIR COMING Come sing in the Summer Choir regardless of 

vocal ability and experience. The Summer Choir will sing at the five 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary services in July (1, 8, 15, 22 and 29). Join us at 10:00 a.m. in the Choir 

Room on those Sundays for fellowship, rehearsal and donuts. Rising sixth-graders 

and up are welcome to sing at one or more of the July services. Details: Nancy 

Hamff at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. 

WIRED 4 MINISTRY The Wired 4 Ministry class offers the opportunity to 

understand how God “wired” you to make a difference through your spiritual gifts, 

heart, personality, abilities and experiences. Upcoming class is  Monday, June 25, 

from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Registration and preclass exercises are required. Details: 

Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org. You can also go to 

www.myersparkumc.org/engage-serve/wired-4-ministry. 

COMFORTING HEAVY HEARTS A Sunday School “elective” class will meet 

at 9:45 a.m. from July 8 to August 12 in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building, 

exploring how to offer comfort to those hurting from a loss or other burden. 

Stephen Ministries counselors will lead the discussion, based on the book, Don’t 

Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart, by Stephen Ministries founder Kenneth Haugk. 

Books will be for sale in Goodness Gracious! For child care up to fifth grade, 

email jwentz@mpumc.org. 

WISDOM AND GRACE The Festival of Wisdom And Grace August 13-16 at 

Lake Junaluska in the N.C. mountains offers study, prayer, fellowship and renewal 

for those in the second half of life. The gathering will include speakers, 

entertainment and more. For cost and other details, visit 

www.lakejunaluska.com/wisdom-and-grace. Registration forms are around the 

church and in the Faith Formation office (Suite 218, Snyder Building). 

CENTERING PRAYER Centering Prayer is offered from 11:30 a.m. to noon 

each Wednesday in Memorial Chapel, the small chapel beside the Sanctuary. 

Come as you are and be still with God. 
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WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
UPTOWN MEN’S GROUP MEETS TUESDAYS An uptown men’s group 

meets Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. at Amelie’s French Bakery at 380 S. College St. for 

an hour of fellowship and conversation. Come as often as your schedule allows. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP The Caregiver Support Group will meet at 

11:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 26, in Room 105 of the Parish Live Building, offering a 

chance to share the challenges and experiences of caring for a loved one. Details: 

Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES Kids who have completed sixth through 12th grades 

are invited to the Youth Building for basketball, cards and snacks from noon to 

4:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31. A movie will be shown each week. 

Our friends from The Relatives with join us. Also: Youth are invited to read to 

Freedom School scholars on Thursday, July 5, and 19, at Sedgefield Middle 

School, then go to lunch with students. Parents, drop your student off at Sedgefield 

at 10:45 a.m. Sign up at www.mpumcyouth.org. 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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