
Have you dreamed of  
singing, and not just in 
the shower? Regardless 
of  vocal ability and 
experience, come sing with 
the Summer Choir at the 
fi ve 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
services in July (1, 8, 15, 
22 and 29). The summer 
singers will gather at 
10:00 a.m. in the Choir 
Room on those Sundays 
for fellowship, rehearsal 
and donuts. You can sing 
at one or more of  the 
July services. Everyone’s 
welcome, from rising 
fi fth-graders on up. For 
more on this lovely church 
tradition, reach Nancy 
Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or 
nancy@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Director of  Worship and the Arts Megan Argabrite 
previews our summer series, Faces Of  Our Faith: Bold 
And Untold Stories. “Who are the ordinary people of  
faith who do what they can with what they have? We 
will journey with the often overlooked people in our 
Biblical narrative and be reminded that we all play a 
role in God’s story of  redemptive love and grace.” The 
series runs Sundays from June 3 to August 12.
Share your stories of  faith with us! Contact Ken 
Garfi eld at kgarfi eld@mpumc.org or Melissa McGill at 
melissa@mpumc.org.

FACES OF FAITH: BOLD AND UNTOLD STORIES

Bailey Caudle, daughter of  Mike and Suzette Caudle, 
graduating from the University of  South Carolina with a 
double major in Anthropology and Spanish. She will attend 
Duke Divinity School starting this autumn in preparation to 
become a United Methodist minister.
Ford Higgins, son of  William and Diane Higgins, 
graduating from the University of  San Francisco with a 
Master of  Science degree in Data Science. His brother, 
Gentry Higgins, graduating from the University of  Oregon 
with Bachelor of  Arts degrees in Political Science and 
Environmental Studies. A third brother, Hayden Higgins, 
was a Belk Scholar at Davidson College, Class of  2012. He 
works in Washington, D.C.
Caroline McKinley, daughter of  Doug and Sally McKinley, 
graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill with a degree in 

Journalism and a minor in Studio Art. She will work in art 
public relations for Sutton in New York. Her brother, Patrick 
McKinley, graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill with a degree 
in Business. He will work in marketing for UnitedMasters in 
New York.
Alex Owen, son of  Dale and Amy Owen, graduating from 
Johns Hopkins University’s Whiting School of  Engineering 
with a Bachelor of  Science and Master of  Science degrees in 
Computer Science.
Griffi n Smith, son of  Eric and Sally Smith, graduating from 
UNC-Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of  Science degree in 
Mathematics and Bachelor of  Arts degree in History. He will 
attend N.C. State for a Master of  Science degree in Analytics.

CELEBRATING OUR COLLEGE GRADS

From our church’s Planned Giving Committee:

All who participate in the life of  Myers 
Park United Methodist Church benefi t from 
the faithfulness, foresight and generosity 
of  those who came before us. Those 
determined individuals who stepped forward 
in 1925 to establish our church provide a 
stirring testament of  God’s sustaining grace.

The Planned Giving Committee was 
formed in 2015 to inspire the faithful to 
consider planned or legacy gifts to the 
Wesley Foundation, an endowed foundation. 
Members include Johanna Anderson, John 
Clarkson, Virginia Martin, Kitty Hall, Karen 
Weatherly and David Parker. Over the 
past 20 years, the Wesley Foundation has 
distributed nearly $7 million for missions 
and church maintenance. The Wesley 
Foundation had assets of  approximately $13 
million as of  March 31, 2018.

The newly established Wesley Circle 
recognizes and honors those who make 
planned gifts to the Foundation. In addition 
to those who have already given since its 
founding, anyone who informs the church 
in writing before December 31, 2018, that 
the Foundation is included in his/her estate 
plan will be acknowledged as a Founding 
Member of  the Wesley Circle. Beginning in 
2019, the Wesley Circle will continue to add 
new members each year.

As our congregation moves forward, let 
us leave to those behind us the heritage of  
faithfulness passed on through Godly lives. 
Whether you are new to the church or been 
a longtime member, we invite you to refl ect 
on the role the church has played in your 
faith journey, and in the life of  your family.

What will your legacy be?
Want to talk with someone about planned giving? 
Reach Executive Director Saibeth Dozier or 704-
295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org or Dr. Howell 
at james@mpumc.org. 

Visit www.myersparkumc.org/give to watch a video 
about the Wesley Foundation and planned giving.

WESLEY CIRCLE 
FOUNDING MEMBERS
Anonymous (2)
Gilreath and Virginia Adams*
James Akers*
Chris and Johanna Anderson
George W. and Ruth R. Baxter Foundation
Peter and Ellen Bensley*
Elizabeth Campbell*
Dotty Caudle
John and Diana Clarkson
Evelyn Coley*
Edith Cooper*
Claude and Roberta Davis
Horatio B. Ebert Charitable Foundation*
Henry and Ruth Fisher*
Ransome and Logan Foose
Mary Elizabeth Francis*
Lucille Giles*
Lucille P. and Edward C. Giles Foundation
H.D. and Dorothy Hendrickson*
Samuel Hennessee*
Chesley and Elizabeth Herbert*
James and Lisa Howell
Robert and Betty Jones*
Edwin Latimer*
Chris Lepore
Chan and Virginia Martin
Meg McElwain
Lola McMillan*
David and Lynn Parker
Ward Peacock
W Elizabeth Sanders*
Martin Schad*
Frances Shipman
Joseph and Beverley Shull
John and Margaret Sills*
Marion H “Chip” Smith
Dennis and Lynn Soter
L.J. and Shaw Spiers*
Linda Stephens*
Charles H. Stone*
Richard E. Thigpen*
Van and Kay Weatherspoon
Valerie B. Wikoff*
*Deceased

The Planning Giving Committee has done its best 
to ensure accuracy in this fi rst public sharing of  this 
list. We ask for grace in any errors or omissions 
that may have been inadvertently made. Please help 
us ensure an accurate and inclusive list of  Wesley 
Circle Founding Members by reviewing this list and 
letting Executive Director Saribeth Dozier know of  
any changes.

WESLEY CIRCLE 
ACKNOWLEDGES

FOUNDING MEMBERS 
FOR PLANNED GIFTS

We drink from wells we did not dig.
• Deuteronomy 6:11



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Gladys Curlee Caudle, mother of  Mike Caudle and grandmother 
of  Bailey and Caroline Caudle, who died on March 30, 2018. 
Anne Smith Hall, mother of  Rob Hall and grandmother of  Jane 
and Drew Hall, who died on May 9, 2018. David Stanford Baker 
II, husband of  Betsy Baker, father of  David Baker and Elaine 
Baker and grandfather of  Daniel Baker, who died on May 14, 
2018. Catherine Jean Farris, aunt of  Dr. Laura Pons, who died on 
May 18, 2018. Justin Young Hampton, son of  Ann Hampton and 
brother of  Bryan Hampton, who died on May 22, 2018. Lavern 
Phifer, husband of  Wanda Phifer, who died on May 22, 2017.  

Babies 
Charles “Charlie” Bennett Thompson Jr., son of  Lauren and 
Bennett Thompson, brother of  Drew and Millie Thompson,  
grandson of  Tommy and Barbara Thompson, nephew of  Bo 
and Scottie Thompson and Craig and Ellen Thompson and 
cousin of  Janey and Hank Thompson, born on April 20, 2018.  

Weddings
Laura Nolan and Greg Gunn, married on May 19, 2018, at the 
church. Emily Christine Allen and Ryan Langdon Gibson, married 
on May 19, 2018, at the church.

Ignited For Christ
From Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines.

Confi rmation offers a chance to get to know each of  our 
students on a personal level. In the busyness of  their lives, 
getting to spend week in and week out for a school year with 
80 eighth-graders is a gift. Confi rmation at our church has a 
strong structure to allow space for the grace and teaching of  
God. Our students have the chance to engage in real conversa-
tions about their faith and how to live out their calling as not 
only a Christian but a minister. This year of  Confi rmation, I 
was able to talk with students who struggle with pain, bully-
ing, broken relationships and self-doubt. I was given the gift 
of  watching 80 students begin growing in their faith. As a 
youth minister for 11 years, there is no greater gift than seeing 
students become ignited for Christ. 

The Confi rmation Journey:
‘This new stage of  your life is going to 

completely shape your future.’

• Talk about a joyful noise: Vacation Bible School will 
welcome 340 children (four years old through fi fth grade) 
to our campus June 18-21 for learning and fun. Each 
day runs from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This year’s theme is 
Rolling River Rampage. More than 100 volunteers will help 
make it the experience of  a lifetime. Look to the Cornerstone 
and www.myersparkumc.org for photos and more. Sum-
mer Fun Days for children is July 9-13 and 16-20. Details: 
www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• Looking ahead: Disciple Bible Study Fast Track classes 
begin around Labor Day. Learn more at an information 
session at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August 19, in Room 108 of  
the Parish Life Building. Or you can reach Rev. Barbara 
Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

• A reminder: Children’s Sunday School will be off  from 
June 10 to August 19. Families are encouraged to wor-
ship together on those Sundays. Worship care will still be 
offered for children ages eight weeks through those not 
yet in kindergarten. Questions? Reach Assistant Director 
of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffi n at 704-295-4805 or 
heidi@mpumc.org.

• Another reminder: The Goodness Gracious! gift shop 
in the Parish Life lobby, where sales support outreach, is 
packed with graduation and teacher gifts. The shop is open 
weekdays, plus Sundays until 12:30 p.m. The fellowship 
there is always free.

HELP US SAY GOODBYE TO 
MELANIE AND PARKER

Ellie, middle, was confi rmed on May 20. Her sister Lucy, right, 
wrote this letter to her. Brother John is at left.

Allowing God To Shine 
Through You
Lucy Person, 16, a junior at Myers Park High School, was confi rmed 
at our church when she was in seventh grade. Her sister, Ellie, 14, an 
eighth-grader at Alexander Graham Middle School, was confi rmed on 
May 20, part of  the group of  80 that made a profession of  faith and 
joined the church. The Cornerstone asked Lucy to write a letter to her 
sister about confi rmation. They are the daughters of  Joe and Beth Person.

Dear Ellie,

This new stage of  your life is going to completely shape your 
future. I am so beyond proud of  you for being confi rmed and 
allowing God to shine through you and your actions. I hope 
you have discovered and strengthened your relationship with 
God and found a place where you feel welcomed with open 
arms and unending love and support. Being confi rmed is not 
just joining the church family, it is fi nding an appreciation for 
the church and the incredible opportunities the church has to 
offer. People who were confi rmed with you will come and go. 
You might not see some of  them at church again. But I pray 
that you will show up and continue to grow in your faith with 
our community to guide you. I can’t wait to see what God has 
in store for you. I love you. 

Your big sister, 

Lucy Person 

Dr. Howell with the fi rst group of  Confi rmands on May 20. 
Photo provided by Youth Ministries.

Reception for Melanie on Sunday, June 17
A reception at noon Sunday, June 17, in Jubilee Hall will celebrate the ministry (and person!) of  Dr. 
Melanie Dobson as she leaves to teach at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, 
S.C. A love offering is being taken for Melanie and her son, Elijah. Make out a check to the church 
with Melanie Dobson in the memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at the reception or 
the front desk in the Parish Life Building or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You 
can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give. 

Reception for Parker on Sunday, July 1
We will gather for a reception for Rev. Parker Haynes at noon Sunday, July 1, in Jubilee Hall as he 
leaves to lead St. Timothy United Methodist Church in Brevard. To contribute to a love offering for 
Parker and his family, make out a check to the church with Parker Haynes in the memo line and put it 
in the offering plate, drop it off  at the reception or the front desk in the Parish Life Building, mail it 
to the church or make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

Caroline Boulware and Lauren Stines.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
THURSDAY, MAY 31
• Young Adults ministries news: An integrative nutrition and 

health coach from The Whole Tulip will talk with moms’ 
groups at 10:45 a.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Build-
ing. The topic: Self-care for moms and nutrition for the 
entire family. For details on this and other activities, reach 
Director of  Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at 
704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org. For child care, email 
jwentz@mpumc.org.

ALL THROUGH JUNE
• Again this year, our church is sponsoring a site for the 

YMCA’s Safety Around Water program, helping children 
(many of  them new to our community and country) learn 
to swim. The Y sponsors swim classes throughout the city, 
most of  them at apartment complexes. Donate boys’ and 
girls’ swimsuits, goggles and sunscreen in the marked bin in 
the Parish Life Building lobby. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 5
• An uptown men’s group meets Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. at 

Amelie’s French Bakery at 380 S. College St. for an hour of  
fellowship and conversation. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 12
• The Wired 4 Ministry class from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. offers the 

opportunity to understand how God “wired” you to make 
a difference through your spiritual gifts, heart, personality, 
abilities and experiences. A second class is Monday, June 25, 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Registration and preclass exercises 
are required. Details: Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@
mpumc.org. Also: Discover your spiritual gifts through a 
new online assessment at www.myersparkumc.org/engage-
serve/wired-4-ministry.

JUNE 18 TO JULY 27
• Our 12th summer of  Freedom School offers 80 young 

scholars from the Sedgefi eld schools communities a chance 
to read, learn, build character and have fun. To get involved 
in the program at Sedgefi eld Middle School – as a tutor, 
fi eld trip chaperone and more – reach Megan Jones at 704-
295-4820 or mjones@mpumc.org.

TUESDAY, JUNE 26
• All are invited to the next meeting of  the Caregivers Sup-

port Group at 11:30 a.m. in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building to share the challenges and rewards of  caring for a 
loved one. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-
4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

JULY 8 TO AUGUST 12
• A Sunday School “elective” class meets at 9:45 a.m. in 

Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building, exploring how to 
offer comfort to those hurting from a loss or other burden. 
Stephen Ministries counselors will lead the discussion, based 
on the book, Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart, by Stephen 
Ministries founder Kenneth Haugk. Books will be for sale in 
Goodness Gracious! For child care up to fi fth grade, email 
jwentz@mpumc.org.

JULY 30-AUGUST 3
• Students in rising Grades 2-8 are invited to the Performing 

Arts Camp from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. daily at the church. 
Participants will present The Tale of  Three Trees at the close 
of  the camp. Register at www.myersparkumc.org. Deadline 
is July 15.

DR. HOWELL’S BIBLE STUDY

Dr. Howell leads a weekly Bible 
study on Familiar Bible Passages: A 

Closer Look on Wednesdays at 11:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. 

No need to sign up, just come and 
bring a friend. Come any week you 
can; each week is an independent 

entity. For questions, reach Dr. 
Howell at james@mpumc.org.Dr. Howell



A Conversation On Faith:
THEY SERVED AND PROTECTED. 

DID THEY EVER.
By Ken Garfi eld

If  you’ve crossed the street lately going to and from our 
church, you know that our family of  faith has lost two good 

guys. Gene Rost and Dan Cunius, burglary detectives with the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, have retired from 
the force. That means they’ve retired from directing traffi c 
outside the church, making sure every last one of  us made it 
across Queens and Providence roads in one piece.

Thanks, offi cers.

The two friends started together in the Police Academy a life-
time ago. Dan, 51, worked the Queens Road side for 27 years, 
fi nishing his shift with a perfect record, i.e. none of  us ever got 
hit by a speeding SUV. “Knock on wood,” he says. He made lots 
of  friends, since most church-goers are creatures of  habit who 
park on the same side each week. Some of  the kids he helped 
cross when he started, he wound up helping their kids across 
the street. The fi rst thing he did when he retired? Bought a fi re 
engine-red, 1966 Ford Galaxie 500 convertible, the model car 
his parents drove when he was a kid. For his mom’s 79th birth-
day, he drove her around in it. He’s also grown a beard, and for 
the photograph you see here, he wore a Hawaiian shirt. Retire-
ment isn’t all fun and games. He tries to spend part of  each day 
puttering around the house or yard.

Gene, 50, who retires May 31, worked the Providence Road side 
for 15 years. You might know him by his fl aming red hair. He, 
too, made friends with the crossers, if  not all the motorists. “I 
had a few drivers try to tell me how to direct traffi c.” He also 
fi nished his shift with a spotless record, “Though a couple of  
Wednesday nights, a few folks almost became hood ornaments.” 
Despite drivers in a rush, bicyclists who pedal down the cen-
ter of  their lane, and Panthers fans who race to make kickoff, 
Gene says coming here gave him a sense of  peace you don’t fi nd 
investigating break-ins.

Others have come to take their place – brave souls who take 
care of  us on Sunday mornings and many an evening regardless 
of  the elements and how their day of  crime fi ghting went. Be 
safe. Stay awhile. And I hope someone’s told you Christmas Eve 
will be a long one.

After their last shift with us, Dan and Gene – whose wives 
and kids are glad to have them home – decided to celebrate 
the bittersweet occasion at Wolfman Pizza. Turns out they ran 
into some church members who had crossed the street safely 
because of  these two buddies. Turns out the church members 
picked up their tab.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church life. Have a 
story idea? Reach him at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

Dan Cunius (at the wheel) and Gene Rost and Dan’s retirement gift to himself  – a fi re engine-red, 1966 Ford Galaxie 500 convertible. 
Having retired from the police force, and from helping us cross the street at church, Dan has grown a beard. 

Fellow retiree Gene says he’s going to do the same. Photo by Bill Walton.
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The Families Of...
Gladys Curlee Caudle, mother of  Mike Caudle and grandmother 
of  Bailey and Caroline Caudle, who died on March 30, 2018. 
Anne Smith Hall, mother of  Rob Hall and grandmother of  Jane 
and Drew Hall, who died on May 9, 2018. David Stanford Baker 
II, husband of  Betsy Baker, father of  David Baker and Elaine 
Baker and grandfather of  Daniel Baker, who died on May 14, 
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Ignited For Christ
From Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines.

Confi rmation offers a chance to get to know each of  our 
students on a personal level. In the busyness of  their lives, 
getting to spend week in and week out for a school year with 
80 eighth-graders is a gift. Confi rmation at our church has a 
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youth minister for 11 years, there is no greater gift than seeing 
students become ignited for Christ. 
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• Talk about a joyful noise: Vacation Bible School will 
welcome 340 children (four years old through fi fth grade) 
to our campus June 18-21 for learning and fun. Each 
day runs from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This year’s theme is 
Rolling River Rampage. More than 100 volunteers will help 
make it the experience of  a lifetime. Look to the Cornerstone 
and www.myersparkumc.org for photos and more. Sum-
mer Fun Days for children is July 9-13 and 16-20. Details: 
www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• Looking ahead: Disciple Bible Study Fast Track classes 
begin around Labor Day. Learn more at an information 
session at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August 19, in Room 108 of  
the Parish Life Building. Or you can reach Rev. Barbara 
Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

• A reminder: Children’s Sunday School will be off  from 
June 10 to August 19. Families are encouraged to wor-
ship together on those Sundays. Worship care will still be 
offered for children ages eight weeks through those not 
yet in kindergarten. Questions? Reach Assistant Director 
of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffi n at 704-295-4805 or 
heidi@mpumc.org.

• Another reminder: The Goodness Gracious! gift shop 
in the Parish Life lobby, where sales support outreach, is 
packed with graduation and teacher gifts. The shop is open 
weekdays, plus Sundays until 12:30 p.m. The fellowship 
there is always free.

HELP US SAY GOODBYE TO 
MELANIE AND PARKER

Ellie, middle, was confi rmed on May 20. Her sister Lucy, right, 
wrote this letter to her. Brother John is at left.

Allowing God To Shine 
Through You
Lucy Person, 16, a junior at Myers Park High School, was confi rmed 
at our church when she was in seventh grade. Her sister, Ellie, 14, an 
eighth-grader at Alexander Graham Middle School, was confi rmed on 
May 20, part of  the group of  80 that made a profession of  faith and 
joined the church. The Cornerstone asked Lucy to write a letter to her 
sister about confi rmation. They are the daughters of  Joe and Beth Person.

Dear Ellie,

This new stage of  your life is going to completely shape your 
future. I am so beyond proud of  you for being confi rmed and 
allowing God to shine through you and your actions. I hope 
you have discovered and strengthened your relationship with 
God and found a place where you feel welcomed with open 
arms and unending love and support. Being confi rmed is not 
just joining the church family, it is fi nding an appreciation for 
the church and the incredible opportunities the church has to 
offer. People who were confi rmed with you will come and go. 
You might not see some of  them at church again. But I pray 
that you will show up and continue to grow in your faith with 
our community to guide you. I can’t wait to see what God has 
in store for you. I love you. 

Your big sister, 

Lucy Person 

Dr. Howell with the fi rst group of  Confi rmands on May 20. 
Photo provided by Youth Ministries.

Reception for Melanie on Sunday, June 17
A reception at noon Sunday, June 17, in Jubilee Hall will celebrate the ministry (and person!) of  Dr. 
Melanie Dobson as she leaves to teach at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, 
S.C. A love offering is being taken for Melanie and her son, Elijah. Make out a check to the church 
with Melanie Dobson in the memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at the reception or 
the front desk in the Parish Life Building or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You 
can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give. 

Reception for Parker on Sunday, July 1
We will gather for a reception for Rev. Parker Haynes at noon Sunday, July 1, in Jubilee Hall as he 
leaves to lead St. Timothy United Methodist Church in Brevard. To contribute to a love offering for 
Parker and his family, make out a check to the church with Parker Haynes in the memo line and put it 
in the offering plate, drop it off  at the reception or the front desk in the Parish Life Building, mail it 
to the church or make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

Caroline Boulware and Lauren Stines.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Director of  Worship and the Arts Megan Argabrite 
previews our summer series, Faces Of  Our Faith: Bold 
And Untold Stories. “Who are the ordinary people of  
faith who do what they can with what they have? We 
will journey with the often overlooked people in our 
Biblical narrative and be reminded that we all play a 
role in God’s story of  redemptive love and grace.” The 
series runs Sundays from June 3 to August 12.
Share your stories of  faith with us! Contact Ken 
Garfi eld at kgarfi eld@mpumc.org or Melissa McGill at 
melissa@mpumc.org.

FACES OF FAITH: BOLD AND UNTOLD STORIES

Bailey Caudle, daughter of  Mike and Suzette Caudle, 
graduating from the University of  South Carolina with a 
double major in Anthropology and Spanish. She will attend 
Duke Divinity School starting this autumn in preparation to 
become a United Methodist minister.
Ford Higgins, son of  William and Diane Higgins, 
graduating from the University of  San Francisco with a 
Master of  Science degree in Data Science. His brother, 
Gentry Higgins, graduating from the University of  Oregon 
with Bachelor of  Arts degrees in Political Science and 
Environmental Studies. A third brother, Hayden Higgins, 
was a Belk Scholar at Davidson College, Class of  2012. He 
works in Washington, D.C.
Caroline McKinley, daughter of  Doug and Sally McKinley, 
graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill with a degree in 

Journalism and a minor in Studio Art. She will work in art 
public relations for Sutton in New York. Her brother, Patrick 
McKinley, graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill with a degree 
in Business. He will work in marketing for UnitedMasters in 
New York.
Alex Owen, son of  Dale and Amy Owen, graduating from 
Johns Hopkins University’s Whiting School of  Engineering 
with a Bachelor of  Science and Master of  Science degrees in 
Computer Science.
Griffi n Smith, son of  Eric and Sally Smith, graduating from 
UNC-Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of  Science degree in 
Mathematics and Bachelor of  Arts degree in History. He will 
attend N.C. State for a Master of  Science degree in Analytics.

CELEBRATING OUR COLLEGE GRADS

From our church’s Planned Giving Committee:

All who participate in the life of  Myers 
Park United Methodist Church benefi t from 
the faithfulness, foresight and generosity 
of  those who came before us. Those 
determined individuals who stepped forward 
in 1925 to establish our church provide a 
stirring testament of  God’s sustaining grace.

The Planned Giving Committee was 
formed in 2015 to inspire the faithful to 
consider planned or legacy gifts to the 
Wesley Foundation, an endowed foundation. 
Members include Johanna Anderson, John 
Clarkson, Virginia Martin, Kitty Hall, Karen 
Weatherly and David Parker. Over the 
past 20 years, the Wesley Foundation has 
distributed nearly $7 million for missions 
and church maintenance. The Wesley 
Foundation had assets of  approximately $13 
million as of  March 31, 2018.

The newly established Wesley Circle 
recognizes and honors those who make 
planned gifts to the Foundation. In addition 
to those who have already given since its 
founding, anyone who informs the church 
in writing before December 31, 2018, that 
the Foundation is included in his/her estate 
plan will be acknowledged as a Founding 
Member of  the Wesley Circle. Beginning in 
2019, the Wesley Circle will continue to add 
new members each year.

As our congregation moves forward, let 
us leave to those behind us the heritage of  
faithfulness passed on through Godly lives. 
Whether you are new to the church or been 
a longtime member, we invite you to refl ect 
on the role the church has played in your 
faith journey, and in the life of  your family.

What will your legacy be?
Want to talk with someone about planned giving? 
Reach Executive Director Saibeth Dozier or 704-
295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org or Dr. Howell 
at james@mpumc.org. 

Visit www.myersparkumc.org/give to watch a video 
about the Wesley Foundation and planned giving.

WESLEY CIRCLE 
FOUNDING MEMBERS
Anonymous (2)
Gilreath and Virginia Adams*
James Akers*
Chris and Johanna Anderson
George W. and Ruth R. Baxter Foundation
Peter and Ellen Bensley*
Elizabeth Campbell*
Dotty Caudle
John and Diana Clarkson
Evelyn Coley*
Edith Cooper*
Claude and Roberta Davis
Horatio B. Ebert Charitable Foundation*
Henry and Ruth Fisher*
Ransome and Logan Foose
Mary Elizabeth Francis*
Lucille Giles*
Lucille P. and Edward C. Giles Foundation
H.D. and Dorothy Hendrickson*
Samuel Hennessee*
Chesley and Elizabeth Herbert*
James and Lisa Howell
Robert and Betty Jones*
Edwin Latimer*
Chris Lepore
Chan and Virginia Martin
Meg McElwain
Lola McMillan*
David and Lynn Parker
Ward Peacock
W Elizabeth Sanders*
Martin Schad*
Frances Shipman
Joseph and Beverley Shull
John and Margaret Sills*
Marion H “Chip” Smith
Dennis and Lynn Soter
L.J. and Shaw Spiers*
Linda Stephens*
Charles H. Stone*
Richard E. Thigpen*
Van and Kay Weatherspoon
Valerie B. Wikoff*
*Deceased

The Planning Giving Committee has done its best 
to ensure accuracy in this fi rst public sharing of  this 
list. We ask for grace in any errors or omissions 
that may have been inadvertently made. Please help 
us ensure an accurate and inclusive list of  Wesley 
Circle Founding Members by reviewing this list and 
letting Executive Director Saribeth Dozier know of  
any changes.

WESLEY CIRCLE 
ACKNOWLEDGES

FOUNDING MEMBERS 
FOR PLANNED GIFTS

We drink from wells we did not dig.
• Deuteronomy 6:11




