
Our church yearns to 
embrace you in joy or 
sorrow, but fi rst we must 
know about your joys 
and sorrows. Please call 
704-376-8584 and let us 
know when a loved one 
or someone you know is 
in the hospital or has had 
a baby. In that same spirit, 
reach out to us when you 
know of  someone who 
needs a visit, a prayer, 
a Stephen Minister or 
help of  any kind. Call the 
church’s main number or 
visit www.myersparkumc.
org (under Heal & Care) 
and share your concern.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Before you load up the kids and rush off  for summer 
vacation, consider: Loaves & Fishes helped more than 75,000 
people stave off  hunger in 2017. Nearly half, in this city of  
plenty, were children. July is the worst month, with no free and 
reduced-price school meals.
Proudly, our church will host a special Loaves & Fishes 
luncheon program at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 31. Children’s 
author Lois Brandt, whose colorful book, Maddi’s Fridge, 
explores this diffi cult topic, will talk about hungry kids and 
how we can help. Her book tells the story of  best friends 
Sofi a and Maddi. They live in the same neighborhood, go to 
the same school, play in the same park. Here’s the difference: 
Sofi a’s refrigerator is stocked with nutritious food. Maddi’s is 

empty. Together in Jubilee Hall, we’ll consider our obligation 
to the Maddis in our midst. How to talk to our children about 
hunger. How we are called to care for our neighbors with 
something as fundamental as groceries for the local food 
pantry. And how showing empathy and friendship isn’t just a 
responsibility, it’s a privilege. 
Tickets to the luncheon are $10, available through www.
loavesandfi shes.org. While it’s about kids, the luncheon is for 
adults. A limited number of  copies of  Maddi’s Fridge will be 
for sale. Our church regularly welcomes donations to Loaves 
& Fishes in the Parish Life lobby bin. To learn about serving 
through our church, visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

AT LOAVES & FISHES LUNCHEON,
WE’LL TALK ABOUT KIDS AND HUNGER

As the current and recent chairs of  the 
church’s governing committees, we are 
writing to provide you with an update 
regarding an important process that is 
happening now in The United Methodist 
Church.  

The world-wide governing body of  our 
denomination will hold a specially-called 
session in February 2019. The purpose 
of  the session is to consider proposals 
addressing provisions in the church’s 
governing document, The Book of  Discipline, 
regarding human sexuality and options 
to maintain and strengthen unity of  our 
global church. Although The United 
Methodist Church is bound together by 
a shared mission of  making disciples of  
Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the 
world, differing beliefs exist – across our 
global church – around how the church 
should minister to LGBTQ people. Closer 
to home, we recognize and value the fact 
that members of  the Myers Park United 
Methodist Church family also hold differing 
beliefs and emotions about human sexuality. 
This diversity of  opinion was refl ected in our 

church-wide discussions about same gender 
marriage two years ago.

 Although the specifi c features of  the 
proposals to be considered in February will 
not be known until mid- to late summer, 
we are communicating now to assure you 
that our church’s leadership is actively 
monitoring and prayerfully considering these 
developments. We will keep you apprised as 
the proposals for “A Way Forward” become 
more clear, and will provide opportunities 
for education, prayer, and discussion.

We ask everyone in our church family to 
approach these issues with respect, love and 
openness to each other and the church as a 
whole. In all of  our efforts, we will be guided 
by the fundamental principles embodied in 
our MPUMC mission statement: “We are the 
body of  Christ, growing in faith and serving 
others.”

Dick Carter, Will Barr, Mark Kinghorn, Jim 
Rogers, Richard Wood, Dennis Soter, John 
Clarkson, Beverly Shull, Tina Weinberg, Tom 
Harrall, Johanna Anderson, Michelle Vigor, Kate 
Maynard and Fred Bright.

AN UPDATE ON 
‘A WAY FORWARD’

The Cornerstone is happy to share the good news of  our college and grad 
school graduates. Send the student’s name, parents’ names, school, degree, 
major and future plans to ken@mpumc.org. We’re honored to share 
news of  our men and women serving our country in the military as well.
Mackenzie Gilley, daughter of  Mike and Donna Gilley, 
graduating from College of  Charleston with a major in 
psychology. Hayes Friddle, son of  Terry and Marilyn 
Friddle, Naval Academy Class of  2015, received his 
aviator wings and is stationed with his wife, Madeleine, 
in Jacksonville, Fla., where he is fi nishing training to fl y 
the Navy’s Romeo Seahawk helicopter. Jack Friddle, 
son of  Terry and Marilyn Friddle, graduating from Elon 
University with a Bachelor of  Science degree in Business 

Administration. He will work in marketing in New York. 
Alice Johnson, daughter of  Stuart and Lea Johnson, 
graduating from Davidson College with a double major 
in Political Science and French. She has a fellowship with 
The National Journal in Washington, D.C. and then plans 
to attend graduate school for a Masters in International 
Relations. Olivia Shipp, daughter of  Scott and Jill Shipp, 
graduating from N.C. State with a Bachelor of  Science degree 
in Nutrition Science. She plans to attend graduate school for a 
Masters in Nutrition and pursue a career as a sports registered 
dietician. David Sowers, son of  Marty and Kay Sowers, 
graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill, majoring in History and 
Hispanic Linguistics with a minor in Geography. He plans to 
attend UNC-Chapel Hill for a Masters in Teaching.

CELEBRATING THE GOOD NEWS OF 
GRADUATES, AND SERVICEMEN

In life as in ministry, change is the constant…

• Our Bishop, Paul Leeland, has 
appointed Rev. Parker Haynes Senior 
Pastor (solo, too!) of  St. Timothy 
United Methodist Church in Brevard. 
Having worked at Camp Tekoa in the 
N.C. mountains for three summers, he’s 
excited about returning to that beautiful 
part of  the state. His fi rst Sunday at 
the 275-member church will be July 
15. Parker’s last Sunday with us is July 
1. Parker arrived here in 2014 as an 

Associate Pastor from Duke Divinity 
School and made a meaningful impact 
in the life of  our church. He helped lead 
Confi rmation with Director of  Youth 
Ministries Lauren Stines, expanded the 
men’s ministry, helped establish the 
Sunday morning Greeters Ministry, 
and deepened our practice of  Radical 
Hospitality. A reception for Parker, 
Alisha and Wesley, who turns two in 
June, will be at noon July 1 in Jubilee 
Hall with light refreshments. We will 

CHANGES COMING TO OUR CHURCH:
GOOD-BYE TO PARKER, MELANIE;
HELLO TO NANCY AND UIYEON 

Continued Inside...



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Belva Farmer Oelrich, mother of  Lynne Potter, who died on 
April 11, 2018. Virginia Reeve Pense Moore, wife of  Tom Moore, 
mother of  Libby Palmer, grandmother of  John Palmer and 
Tim Palmer and great-grandmother of  Maylin Palmer, who 
died on April 12, 2018. Pearl Hearn, wife of  Granville Hearn, 
mother of  Carol Kuester, grandmother of  Shaw Kuester, 
Bryan Kuester and Eric Kuester and great-grandmother of  
Reid, Dillon, Jackson, Mila and Miles Kuester, who died on 
April 12, 2018. Tara Anastasia Thomas, niece of  Richshala 
Maness, who died on April 18, 2018. Marilyn Baxley Webb, 

mother of  Susan Pierce and grandmother of  Baxley, Emerson 
and Kendel Pierce, who died on April 21, 2018. 

Babies 
Lydia Claire Pacelli, daughter of  Jill and Ed Pacelli and sister of  
Jose and Kathryn Pacelli, born on March 17, 2018. 

Weddings
Natalie Nichelson and Eric Howell, married on April 14, 2018, at 
the church. Julia Boyd Rhines and Edwin Russell Jeter III, married 
on April 14, 2018, at the church. Alexa Manuel and Brian Kelly, 
married on April 21, 2018, at the church. Beatrice “Whitney” 
Myers and Will Maness, married on April 28, 2018, at the church.

Church member Christine Mull shares this refl ection.

On a recent Sunday, I was having a bagel and coffee, 
just as the bad news I had been living with for weeks 

overwhelmed me, again. In shock and desperation, I continued 
my plan to go to church. It was more instinct than conscious 

thought. Truthfully, where else can we go 
when the world seems to be crumbling and 
your heart is shattered?

When I arrived at Church In The Round, 
I was a mess. I didn’t try to hide my de-
spair. By the time I sat down, I had shared 
my recent news several times with good 
and trusted friends. As the opening music 
began, every word of  each song that Music 
Director Jenni Hough had chosen was 
obviously meant for me and my circum-

stance: Hurt, betrayal, give it all up to the only One who can 
be trusted. My raw emotion gave way to stinging tears. I was 
grateful to have a friend at my side, whose shoulder I leaned 
on as I sobbed. Following prayers of  the people, I felt I had to 
pull myself  together, so I stood up and walked out as quickly 
and quietly as I could.

In the ladies room, I managed to calm myself  down. As I was 
drying my hands at the sink, I heard a tiny voice say, “This is 
for you.” A dear girl, maybe eight or nine years old, was stand-
ing near me, holding out a round, shiny, foil-covered disc. She 
smiled. As I reached out to take what she was offering, I asked 
her what it was. “It’s a chocolate-covered Oreo,” she answered 
proudly, still smiling. “But why are you giving me your cookie?” 
I protested. She answered softly. “I saw you crying in church 
and that made me sad. I wanted to give you something to make 
you happy.”

At a time when life offered a devastating chain of  broken 
promises, a sweet angel at my church offered me the greatest 
communion I’d ever received. I did not indulge in the sweet-
ness of  it. Instead, I carry it with me, to touch and show to 
others now and again. The following Sunday, my angel, whose 
name is Sophia (which stands for wisdom and is the Greek 
name for Holy Spirit) approached me with a gift once more: A 
small, colorful bracelet made of  pipe cleaners. With this, our 
new friendship was sealed. The token gifts from her generous 
spirit remind me that God sees and feels our pain, our grief, 
our broken-downness. In our vulnerability, he dispatches an-
gels, some bearing chocolate-covered Oreos. 

First Person:
‘IN OUR VULNERABILITY, 

GOD DISPATCHES ANGELS…’

CHANGES COMING TO OUR CHURCH...

• The server that runs the church’s computer system will be replaced 
starting Tuesday, May 8, an operation we hope to complete by May 
11 or 12. While church members and others should see minimal 
impact, a heads up: As the outdated server is being replaced by one 
better able to handle our growing needs (database, emails, access to 
fi les, printing and more), you can call 704-376-8584 with a question 
or issue. You’ll still be able to go on to the church website – www.
myersparkumc.org – and conduct your business, including making a 
gift or pledge, watching the Sunday service via livestream and more. 
It may take staff  members longer to respond to an email during the 
transition. Our phone system will not be affected. You’ll able to call 
the main number as well as individual staffers’ extensions. Director of  
Information Technology Ron Clontz is overseeing the project.

• The Spring issue of  Intersection magazine is in the mail and around the 
campus, celebrating the 2018 church theme, Relationships Matter. On 
the cover: A sweet photo of  a special friendship. Inside: Director of  
Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman shares her journey with daugh-
ter Larkin; fi tness and fellowship with the seniors exercise class; our 
homeless neighbors; and more.

• Joining our faith partners in shattering the stigma around mental ill-
ness: The HopeWay mental health treatment center in Charlotte will 
host an evening with counselor and stand-up comic David Granirer 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 3, at McGlohon Theater at Spirit Square 
uptown. For tickets and details, call 704-372-1000 or visit www.hope-
wayfoundation.org.

THE CHURCH COMPUTERS, 
INTERSECTION, MENTAL HEALTH

take up a love offering for the Haynes family: Make out a 
check to the church with Parker Haynes in the memo line 
and put it in the offering plate, bring it to the reception 
in Jubilee Hall, leave it at the front desk in the Parish Life 
Building or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207. You can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.
org/give.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson, as we have previously shared, leaves 
June 17 after four years to become an Assistant Professor 
of  Methodist Studies at Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary in Columbia, S.C. She will move this summer 
and begin teaching in August. Elijah, 9, will fi nish the 
school year here and start fourth grade in Columbia. We’ll 
celebrate their time with us at a reception at noon June 17 
in Jubilee Hall with light refreshments. To contribute to a 
love offering for Melanie and Elijah, make out a check to 
the church with Melanie Dobson in the memo line and put 
it in the offering plate, bring it to the reception in Jubilee 
Hall, leave it at the front desk in the Parish Life Building 
or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You 
can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

• Bishop Leeland has appointed Rev. Nancy Watson and 
Rev. Uiyeon Kim to our church as pastors, effective July 
9. We will share more later about their specifi c roles and 
responsibilities. Look soon, too, for news of  a reception 
welcoming Nancy and Uiyeon to our faith family.

• Nancy comes to us from Montgomery, Ala., where 
she served as Director of  Connectional Ministries for 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference of  The United 
Methodist Church. In that job, she helped oversee 
programs for the 600-plus churches in the Conference. An 
ordained Elder in The United Methodist Church, Nancy 
has had a diverse career: She served 12 years an associate 
or solo pastor, and also worked as an athletic trainer, 
physical therapist and nursing home administrator. Her 
move (with Buster the boxer and Buford the coon hound) 
brings her closer to her sister, Barbara, and her family in 
the Raleigh area. 

• Uiyeon (pronounced EW-yon) comes to us from Lenoir, 
75 miles northwest of  Charlotte, where he led Trinity 
United Methodist Church. Before arriving at Trinity in 
2013, he served churches in Asheville and Dudley. A 
native of  Seoul, South Korea, he moved with his family to 
Lubbock, Texas, in 1991 when he was nine. His dad is a 
United Methodist preacher, his mom a piano teacher and 
nurse. He and his wife, Hana, a physician assistant, have 
two children – Joel, 4, and Chloe, who turns two in June.

• The Kims will live in the church-owned parsonage on 
Richardson Drive. With the approval of  appropriate 
church committees, the Howells have purchased their fi rst 
home and plan to move there in the next month or so. 
Dr. Howell has lived in parsonages his entire adult life, 
and Lisa all of  her life, including 15 years together in the 
church house on Richardson Drive.

• Rev. Nathan Arledge, our Minister of  Missions, has 
been promoted to Minister of  Missions and Community 
Engagement. This refl ects his growing involvement in 
citywide mission efforts, as our church seeks to minister 
beyond the walls of  the church.

• Bishop Leeland has appointed Rev. Shane Page as Senior 
Pastor of  Davidson United Methodist Church. Shane 
served with us as an Associate Pastor from 2008 to 2013 
before becoming Senior Pastor of  Harrison United 
Methodist Church in Pineville.

• Rev. Sarah S. Howell-Miller, Associate Minister of  
Worship & Missions at Centenary United Methodist 
Church in Winston-Salem, is leaving after fi ve years. The 
daughter of  Lisa and James Howell, Sarah will pursue 
graduate studies in bioethics at Wake Forest University 
School of  Divinity. She will continue in pastoral ministry 
through a divinity school-related initiative – The Foundry 
Intentional Christian Community at Crossnore School in 
Winston-Salem, helping young adults create a Christian 
residential community.

• Questions on any of  this? Reach Dr. Howell at james@
mpumc.org.

Continued From Front Page...
Christine Mull

The Spring issue of  Intersection magazine: 
Relationships Matter.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
• Church members are invited to the Administrative Board 

dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 3
• A meeting at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, required by city zon-

ing regulations, will offer the congregation and community 
a chance to learn about the rezoning petition fi led with the 
city in connection with possible building expansion. The 
church has asked for an increase of  100,000 square feet of  
building area, and an increase in building height for the por-
tion of  the campus now occupied by the Youth Building. 
Also requested: A change from conditional zoning to multi-
use type zoning. A church committee is exploring possible 
building expansion. No decisions have been made. This 
hearing, at which architectural renderings will be shared, is 
part of  the process.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
• Supportive Housing Communities, our ministry partner, 

bought a 32-unit apartment complex at 2314 St. Johns 
Church Rd. to provide affordable housing for chronically 
homeless individuals and families living with disabilities. 
SHC will host a drop-in open house and buffet lunch from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for supporters, partner agencies, 
elected offi cials and community members. RSVP to Malia 
Suhren at malia@aplacetoliveagain.org.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
• Families and individuals are invited to Project Agape at 

11:00 a.m. in the Parish Life basement, assembling Agape 
Kits (bottled water, gum and more) to hand out to people 
in need. Participants will also enjoy a pizza lunch. RSVP the 
names of  adults and names and ages of  children who plan 
to participate to heidi@mpumc.org. To contribute supplies, 
sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• Forward, the new group for fourth- and fi fth-graders, holds 
its end-of-year party at 4:00 p.m. at 10 Park Lanes bowling 
alley, 1700 Montford Drive. To register for the bowling par-
ty, reach Director of  Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 
704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 10
• Nova Voce, Charlotte’s women’s vocal ensemble under the 

direction of  our own Margaret Carpenter Haigh, will pres-
ent Seasons’ Songs: Sounds Of  Spring And Summer at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. Violinist Angela Watson will be featured. 
Tickets at $15 will be sold at the door. 

MONDAY, MAY 14
• Join us at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel as Dr. Howell and 

fellow travelers host an evening of  celebration and refl ec-
tion on their recent trip to Kenya to support our partner 
ZOE. Details: Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.
org, Brandon Lowery at bdlowery@gmail.com or visit www.
wearezoe.org.

TUESDAY, MAY 15
• The Caregivers Support Group, open to all, meets at 11:30 

a.m. in Room 107 of  the Parish Life Building. Details: 
Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@
mpumc.org.

MAY 25-27
• The annual Memorial Day church weekend at Camp Tekoa 

in the N.C. mountains offers fellowship, faith and fun. 
Deadline to sign up is May 15. Register at www.myerspar-
kumc.org/children. Details: Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 
or aharriman@mpumc.org.

JUNE 18-21
• Up to 300 children from preschool to fi fth grade are 

expected for Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme is 
Rolling River Rampage. Register your child at www.myerspar-
kumc.org/children. To volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at 
kanejenn@aol.com.

JUNE 18 TO JULY 27
• Our 12th Freedom School offers young scholars from the 

Sedgefi eld schools communities a chance to read, learn, 
build character and have fun. To get involved, reach Becky 
Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org.



The Confi rmation Journey
REFRESHING OUR SPIRIT, 
FRIENDSHIP AND FEET

Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa McGill has served as a 
mentor to confi rmands this year, sharing the journey in the Cornerstone. 
Here she reports from the Confi rmation retreat, a fi nal step before 
Confi rmation Sunday. A total of  80 eighth-graders will be confi rmed on 
May 20, 2018, making a profession of  faith and joining the church.

On the spring Confi rmation retreat at Blue Ridge Assembly 
in Black Mountain, our confi rmands dug deeper into what 

Confi rmation means for them. Each student refl ected on the 
personal commitment they will make, and how God has worked 
in their lives over the past year. We reviewed the vows they will 
affi rm in worship on Confi rmation Sunday, May 20. Then they 
wrote a letter to God in which they clearly stated whether they 
wanted to be confi rmed or not. 

My favorite part of  the weekend came in our closing worship on 
Sunday morning. In our small groups, we washed each other’s 
feet. This, of  course, raised a lot of  angst and excuses from the 
students. I admit, I didn’t really want to take off  my socks and 
sneakers either. But after telling my group “It’s OK if  you have 
calluses on your feet,” “No, your feet are NOT too weird for 
your friend to wash,” and “OK, just wash one foot if  your other 
foot has a cut on it,” the excuses quieted down.

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines read John 13:1-10, 
where Jesus washes his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper and 
brought each group a tub of  warm water. We went around our 
small group circle, washing our neighbor’s feet and having ours 
washed in return. Then, with our feet, spirits and friendships 
refreshed, we headed home to Charlotte. 

In between sessions throughout the weekend, we played games, had a bonfi re, explored the Blue Ridge Assembly, 
did a ropes course and enjoyed time together on retreat. Photos by Melissa McGill.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Belva Farmer Oelrich, mother of  Lynne Potter, who died on 
April 11, 2018. Virginia Reeve Pense Moore, wife of  Tom Moore, 
mother of  Libby Palmer, grandmother of  John Palmer and 
Tim Palmer and great-grandmother of  Maylin Palmer, who 
died on April 12, 2018. Pearl Hearn, wife of  Granville Hearn, 
mother of  Carol Kuester, grandmother of  Shaw Kuester, 
Bryan Kuester and Eric Kuester and great-grandmother of  
Reid, Dillon, Jackson, Mila and Miles Kuester, who died on 
April 12, 2018. Tara Anastasia Thomas, niece of  Richshala 
Maness, who died on April 18, 2018. Marilyn Baxley Webb, 

mother of  Susan Pierce and grandmother of  Baxley, Emerson 
and Kendel Pierce, who died on April 21, 2018. 

Babies 
Lydia Claire Pacelli, daughter of  Jill and Ed Pacelli and sister of  
Jose and Kathryn Pacelli, born on March 17, 2018. 

Weddings
Natalie Nichelson and Eric Howell, married on April 14, 2018, at 
the church. Julia Boyd Rhines and Edwin Russell Jeter III, married 
on April 14, 2018, at the church. Alexa Manuel and Brian Kelly, 
married on April 21, 2018, at the church. Beatrice “Whitney” 
Myers and Will Maness, married on April 28, 2018, at the church.

Church member Christine Mull shares this refl ection.

On a recent Sunday, I was having a bagel and coffee, 
just as the bad news I had been living with for weeks 

overwhelmed me, again. In shock and desperation, I continued 
my plan to go to church. It was more instinct than conscious 

thought. Truthfully, where else can we go 
when the world seems to be crumbling and 
your heart is shattered?

When I arrived at Church In The Round, 
I was a mess. I didn’t try to hide my de-
spair. By the time I sat down, I had shared 
my recent news several times with good 
and trusted friends. As the opening music 
began, every word of  each song that Music 
Director Jenni Hough had chosen was 
obviously meant for me and my circum-

stance: Hurt, betrayal, give it all up to the only One who can 
be trusted. My raw emotion gave way to stinging tears. I was 
grateful to have a friend at my side, whose shoulder I leaned 
on as I sobbed. Following prayers of  the people, I felt I had to 
pull myself  together, so I stood up and walked out as quickly 
and quietly as I could.

In the ladies room, I managed to calm myself  down. As I was 
drying my hands at the sink, I heard a tiny voice say, “This is 
for you.” A dear girl, maybe eight or nine years old, was stand-
ing near me, holding out a round, shiny, foil-covered disc. She 
smiled. As I reached out to take what she was offering, I asked 
her what it was. “It’s a chocolate-covered Oreo,” she answered 
proudly, still smiling. “But why are you giving me your cookie?” 
I protested. She answered softly. “I saw you crying in church 
and that made me sad. I wanted to give you something to make 
you happy.”

At a time when life offered a devastating chain of  broken 
promises, a sweet angel at my church offered me the greatest 
communion I’d ever received. I did not indulge in the sweet-
ness of  it. Instead, I carry it with me, to touch and show to 
others now and again. The following Sunday, my angel, whose 
name is Sophia (which stands for wisdom and is the Greek 
name for Holy Spirit) approached me with a gift once more: A 
small, colorful bracelet made of  pipe cleaners. With this, our 
new friendship was sealed. The token gifts from her generous 
spirit remind me that God sees and feels our pain, our grief, 
our broken-downness. In our vulnerability, he dispatches an-
gels, some bearing chocolate-covered Oreos. 

First Person:
‘IN OUR VULNERABILITY, 

GOD DISPATCHES ANGELS…’

CHANGES COMING TO OUR CHURCH...

• The server that runs the church’s computer system will be replaced 
starting Tuesday, May 8, an operation we hope to complete by May 
11 or 12. While church members and others should see minimal 
impact, a heads up: As the outdated server is being replaced by one 
better able to handle our growing needs (database, emails, access to 
fi les, printing and more), you can call 704-376-8584 with a question 
or issue. You’ll still be able to go on to the church website – www.
myersparkumc.org – and conduct your business, including making a 
gift or pledge, watching the Sunday service via livestream and more. 
It may take staff  members longer to respond to an email during the 
transition. Our phone system will not be affected. You’ll able to call 
the main number as well as individual staffers’ extensions. Director of  
Information Technology Ron Clontz is overseeing the project.

• The Spring issue of  Intersection magazine is in the mail and around the 
campus, celebrating the 2018 church theme, Relationships Matter. On 
the cover: A sweet photo of  a special friendship. Inside: Director of  
Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman shares her journey with daugh-
ter Larkin; fi tness and fellowship with the seniors exercise class; our 
homeless neighbors; and more.

• Joining our faith partners in shattering the stigma around mental ill-
ness: The HopeWay mental health treatment center in Charlotte will 
host an evening with counselor and stand-up comic David Granirer 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 3, at McGlohon Theater at Spirit Square 
uptown. For tickets and details, call 704-372-1000 or visit www.hope-
wayfoundation.org.

THE CHURCH COMPUTERS, 
INTERSECTION, MENTAL HEALTH

take up a love offering for the Haynes family: Make out a 
check to the church with Parker Haynes in the memo line 
and put it in the offering plate, bring it to the reception 
in Jubilee Hall, leave it at the front desk in the Parish Life 
Building or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207. You can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.
org/give.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson, as we have previously shared, leaves 
June 17 after four years to become an Assistant Professor 
of  Methodist Studies at Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary in Columbia, S.C. She will move this summer 
and begin teaching in August. Elijah, 9, will fi nish the 
school year here and start fourth grade in Columbia. We’ll 
celebrate their time with us at a reception at noon June 17 
in Jubilee Hall with light refreshments. To contribute to a 
love offering for Melanie and Elijah, make out a check to 
the church with Melanie Dobson in the memo line and put 
it in the offering plate, bring it to the reception in Jubilee 
Hall, leave it at the front desk in the Parish Life Building 
or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You 
can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

• Bishop Leeland has appointed Rev. Nancy Watson and 
Rev. Uiyeon Kim to our church as pastors, effective July 
9. We will share more later about their specifi c roles and 
responsibilities. Look soon, too, for news of  a reception 
welcoming Nancy and Uiyeon to our faith family.

• Nancy comes to us from Montgomery, Ala., where 
she served as Director of  Connectional Ministries for 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference of  The United 
Methodist Church. In that job, she helped oversee 
programs for the 600-plus churches in the Conference. An 
ordained Elder in The United Methodist Church, Nancy 
has had a diverse career: She served 12 years an associate 
or solo pastor, and also worked as an athletic trainer, 
physical therapist and nursing home administrator. Her 
move (with Buster the boxer and Buford the coon hound) 
brings her closer to her sister, Barbara, and her family in 
the Raleigh area. 

• Uiyeon (pronounced EW-yon) comes to us from Lenoir, 
75 miles northwest of  Charlotte, where he led Trinity 
United Methodist Church. Before arriving at Trinity in 
2013, he served churches in Asheville and Dudley. A 
native of  Seoul, South Korea, he moved with his family to 
Lubbock, Texas, in 1991 when he was nine. His dad is a 
United Methodist preacher, his mom a piano teacher and 
nurse. He and his wife, Hana, a physician assistant, have 
two children – Joel, 4, and Chloe, who turns two in June.

• The Kims will live in the church-owned parsonage on 
Richardson Drive. With the approval of  appropriate 
church committees, the Howells have purchased their fi rst 
home and plan to move there in the next month or so. 
Dr. Howell has lived in parsonages his entire adult life, 
and Lisa all of  her life, including 15 years together in the 
church house on Richardson Drive.

• Rev. Nathan Arledge, our Minister of  Missions, has 
been promoted to Minister of  Missions and Community 
Engagement. This refl ects his growing involvement in 
citywide mission efforts, as our church seeks to minister 
beyond the walls of  the church.

• Bishop Leeland has appointed Rev. Shane Page as Senior 
Pastor of  Davidson United Methodist Church. Shane 
served with us as an Associate Pastor from 2008 to 2013 
before becoming Senior Pastor of  Harrison United 
Methodist Church in Pineville.

• Rev. Sarah S. Howell-Miller, Associate Minister of  
Worship & Missions at Centenary United Methodist 
Church in Winston-Salem, is leaving after fi ve years. The 
daughter of  Lisa and James Howell, Sarah will pursue 
graduate studies in bioethics at Wake Forest University 
School of  Divinity. She will continue in pastoral ministry 
through a divinity school-related initiative – The Foundry 
Intentional Christian Community at Crossnore School in 
Winston-Salem, helping young adults create a Christian 
residential community.

• Questions on any of  this? Reach Dr. Howell at james@
mpumc.org.

Continued From Front Page...
Christine Mull

The Spring issue of  Intersection magazine: 
Relationships Matter.



Our church yearns to 
embrace you in joy or 
sorrow, but fi rst we must 
know about your joys 
and sorrows. Please call 
704-376-8584 and let us 
know when a loved one 
or someone you know is 
in the hospital or has had 
a baby. In that same spirit, 
reach out to us when you 
know of  someone who 
needs a visit, a prayer, 
a Stephen Minister or 
help of  any kind. Call the 
church’s main number or 
visit www.myersparkumc.
org (under Heal & Care) 
and share your concern.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Before you load up the kids and rush off  for summer 
vacation, consider: Loaves & Fishes helped more than 75,000 
people stave off  hunger in 2017. Nearly half, in this city of  
plenty, were children. July is the worst month, with no free and 
reduced-price school meals.
Proudly, our church will host a special Loaves & Fishes 
luncheon program at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 31. Children’s 
author Lois Brandt, whose colorful book, Maddi’s Fridge, 
explores this diffi cult topic, will talk about hungry kids and 
how we can help. Her book tells the story of  best friends 
Sofi a and Maddi. They live in the same neighborhood, go to 
the same school, play in the same park. Here’s the difference: 
Sofi a’s refrigerator is stocked with nutritious food. Maddi’s is 

empty. Together in Jubilee Hall, we’ll consider our obligation 
to the Maddis in our midst. How to talk to our children about 
hunger. How we are called to care for our neighbors with 
something as fundamental as groceries for the local food 
pantry. And how showing empathy and friendship isn’t just a 
responsibility, it’s a privilege. 
Tickets to the luncheon are $10, available through www.
loavesandfi shes.org. While it’s about kids, the luncheon is for 
adults. A limited number of  copies of  Maddi’s Fridge will be 
for sale. Our church regularly welcomes donations to Loaves 
& Fishes in the Parish Life lobby bin. To learn about serving 
through our church, visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

AT LOAVES & FISHES LUNCHEON,
WE’LL TALK ABOUT KIDS AND HUNGER

As the current and recent chairs of  the 
church’s governing committees, we are 
writing to provide you with an update 
regarding an important process that is 
happening now in The United Methodist 
Church.  

The world-wide governing body of  our 
denomination will hold a specially-called 
session in February 2019. The purpose 
of  the session is to consider proposals 
addressing provisions in the church’s 
governing document, The Book of  Discipline, 
regarding human sexuality and options 
to maintain and strengthen unity of  our 
global church. Although The United 
Methodist Church is bound together by 
a shared mission of  making disciples of  
Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the 
world, differing beliefs exist – across our 
global church – around how the church 
should minister to LGBTQ people. Closer 
to home, we recognize and value the fact 
that members of  the Myers Park United 
Methodist Church family also hold differing 
beliefs and emotions about human sexuality. 
This diversity of  opinion was refl ected in our 

church-wide discussions about same gender 
marriage two years ago.

 Although the specifi c features of  the 
proposals to be considered in February will 
not be known until mid- to late summer, 
we are communicating now to assure you 
that our church’s leadership is actively 
monitoring and prayerfully considering these 
developments. We will keep you apprised as 
the proposals for “A Way Forward” become 
more clear, and will provide opportunities 
for education, prayer, and discussion.

We ask everyone in our church family to 
approach these issues with respect, love and 
openness to each other and the church as a 
whole. In all of  our efforts, we will be guided 
by the fundamental principles embodied in 
our MPUMC mission statement: “We are the 
body of  Christ, growing in faith and serving 
others.”

Dick Carter, Will Barr, Mark Kinghorn, Jim 
Rogers, Richard Wood, Dennis Soter, John 
Clarkson, Beverly Shull, Tina Weinberg, Tom 
Harrall, Johanna Anderson, Michelle Vigor, Kate 
Maynard and Fred Bright.

AN UPDATE ON 
‘A WAY FORWARD’

The Cornerstone is happy to share the good news of  our college and grad 
school graduates. Send the student’s name, parents’ names, school, degree, 
major and future plans to ken@mpumc.org. We’re honored to share 
news of  our men and women serving our country in the military as well.
Mackenzie Gilley, daughter of  Mike and Donna Gilley, 
graduating from College of  Charleston with a major in 
psychology. Hayes Friddle, son of  Terry and Marilyn 
Friddle, Naval Academy Class of  2015, received his 
aviator wings and is stationed with his wife, Madeleine, 
in Jacksonville, Fla., where he is fi nishing training to fl y 
the Navy’s Romeo Seahawk helicopter. Jack Friddle, 
son of  Terry and Marilyn Friddle, graduating from Elon 
University with a Bachelor of  Science degree in Business 

Administration. He will work in marketing in New York. 
Alice Johnson, daughter of  Stuart and Lea Johnson, 
graduating from Davidson College with a double major 
in Political Science and French. She has a fellowship with 
The National Journal in Washington, D.C. and then plans 
to attend graduate school for a Masters in International 
Relations. Olivia Shipp, daughter of  Scott and Jill Shipp, 
graduating from N.C. State with a Bachelor of  Science degree 
in Nutrition Science. She plans to attend graduate school for a 
Masters in Nutrition and pursue a career as a sports registered 
dietician. David Sowers, son of  Marty and Kay Sowers, 
graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill, majoring in History and 
Hispanic Linguistics with a minor in Geography. He plans to 
attend UNC-Chapel Hill for a Masters in Teaching.

CELEBRATING THE GOOD NEWS OF 
GRADUATES, AND SERVICEMEN

In life as in ministry, change is the constant…

• Our Bishop, Paul Leeland, has 
appointed Rev. Parker Haynes Senior 
Pastor (solo, too!) of  St. Timothy 
United Methodist Church in Brevard. 
Having worked at Camp Tekoa in the 
N.C. mountains for three summers, he’s 
excited about returning to that beautiful 
part of  the state. His fi rst Sunday at 
the 275-member church will be July 
15. Parker’s last Sunday with us is July 
1. Parker arrived here in 2014 as an 

Associate Pastor from Duke Divinity 
School and made a meaningful impact 
in the life of  our church. He helped lead 
Confi rmation with Director of  Youth 
Ministries Lauren Stines, expanded the 
men’s ministry, helped establish the 
Sunday morning Greeters Ministry, 
and deepened our practice of  Radical 
Hospitality. A reception for Parker, 
Alisha and Wesley, who turns two in 
June, will be at noon July 1 in Jubilee 
Hall with light refreshments. We will 

CHANGES COMING TO OUR CHURCH:
GOOD-BYE TO PARKER, MELANIE;
HELLO TO NANCY AND UIYEON 
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