
As our church committee 
considers how best to 
insure our safety and 
security – limiting entry 
points, increasing police 
presence, after-hours 
security and the like – 
here’s something we 
can do now: On Sunday 
morning and anytime 
during the week, if  you 
see something that makes 
you feel uncomfortable, 
report it to an usher, staff  
member or police offi cer 
who happens to be on 
church grounds. Don’t 
hesitate. If  something 
doesn’t feel right about 
a situation, report it 
immediately. If  need be, 
call 911 yourself. 
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

The beautiful church garden beside the Parish Life Building is about to 
produce another bountiful crop. Some 20 or so church members are 
involved in tending to the garden. Everything that grows there goes 
to Refugee Support Services and our new neighbors who are building 
a better life here in Charlotte. Church member Rachel Humphries 
leads the nonprofi t. Last year, the garden yielded 500 pounds of  fresh 
produce. New to the garden this Spring: Turnips, potatoes, radishes, 
onions, tomatoes and herbs. The Garden Ministry can always use more 
green thumbs (or novices) to harvest and weed the garden. Those 
interested in becoming part of  this fellowship can reach Mike Farrell 
at 704-425-3826 or mikefarrell1950@gmail.com. If  you can’t get your 
hands dirty quite yet, the least you can do is toss out a “Way to go!” 
when you see someone down in the dirt, doing good.
– Ken Garfi eld

OUR GARDEN GROWS FOR GOOD

By Christine Mull

Nearly 1,000 people have taken Disciple Bible Study at 
our church. Now, the landscape of  Disciple Bible Study 
has changed. Once requiring a long-term commitment to 
study God’s word, the series is transforming lives in more 
manageable sessions: Twelve weeks of  Old Testament 
study, then 12 weeks of  New Testament study with a break 
in between. These Disciple Fast Track adaptations of  the 
original 32- to 36-week series provide options for busy people 
who still crave a comprehensive review of  the Bible. 
Everyone should begin with Fast Track 1 – Becoming Disciples 
Through Bible Study, a review of  80 percent of  the Bible. 
Participants will read three to fi ve chapters of  the Bible 

daily in preparation for a weekly class meeting of  75 to 
90 minutes. Following Fast Track 1 are two more levels: 
Fast Track 2 – Into the Word, Into the World covering the Old 
Testament’s Genesis and Exodus, then Luke to Acts in the 
New Testament; and Fast Track 3 – Remember Who You Are, 
covering Old Testament Prophets and The Letters of  Paul 
from the New Testament. 
The 2018-19 classes begin around Labor Day. Groups will 
meet at various times. For more, reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 
704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org. You can also attend 
an informational session at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August 19, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building.

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY OFFERS 
NEW WAYS TO LEARN GOD’S WORD

The group of  church members working on racial 
reconciliation share this refl ection on the future of  
their work.

Since the Charleston church shooting in 
2015, many of  us at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church have poured our 
heart and soul into the cause of  racial 
reconciliation. We’ve brought in speakers, 
discussed books, created a web page (www.
myersparkumc.org/race) with resources 
and launched Pass The Peace dinners bringing 
together adults, youth and police – black 
and white – to talk about what divides us. 
We are fi nalizing plans for our church to 
welcome an African American seminarian 
as an intern for the 2018-19 school year. To 
become involved in any of  this, or to share 
ideas for going forward, email  ronknape@
icloud.com.

Twenty-fi ve of  us gathered recently – from 
Myers Park United Methodist, Myers 
Park Baptist, Myers Park Presbyterian 
and Temple Israel – to talk about where 
to go now. Where can we have the most 
immediate impact on our divisions, racial 
and otherwise? We shared many concerns 
– the criminal justice system, affordable 
housing, economic disparity, segregation, 
and the lack of  social capital for minorities, 

particularly people of  color. We settled on 
three issues as far as taking action:

Affordable housing: Support increasing the 
Housing Trust Fund for affordable housing 
in Charlotte. Advocate for Brookhill Village 
residents in the South Tryon community. If  
our church decides to build a new building, 
recommend that at least 20 percent of  all 
funds raised during the capital campaign 
address local needs, perhaps affordable 
housing or child care for the poor.

Education: Explore changing CMS 
curricula to address race and prejudice. 
Encourage more participation in Race 
Matters for Juvenile Justice classes. Continue 
collaborating with other congregations.

Segregation: Be bold in addressing racism 
and prejudice. If  you see or hear something, 
respond in a constructive manner. Interact 
with people outside the bubble you live in.

This is a daunting issue. We welcome your 
thoughts and involvement on our vision, 
and where we go from here.

RACIAL RECONCILIATION:
WHAT DO WE DO NOW?

ANOTHER FREEDOM SCHOOL 
SUMMER, PRAISE GOD

Our 12th summer of  Freedom School begins June 18, and as with any annual 
offering, it would be easy to take it for granted. We shouldn’t. With its roots in the 
Civil Rights Era, Freedom School presents us with an opportunity to be part of  a 
modern-day movement, offering every child the chance to succeed. At Freedom 
School sites around the country – including ours and 16 others in Charlotte – we will 
help fi ght summer learning loss by helping these young scholars read. In so doing, 
we will boost their character and confi dence, and open doors that have been locked 
shut for too many, for too long. Our site at Sedgefi eld Middle School will welcome 
80 children and youth this summer. Across Charlotte, Freedom School will welcome 
1,100. We change the world one scholar at a time. Turn to the Calendar Of  Opportunities 
inside for details on how you can join the movement. Twelve summers of  Freedom 
School. It’s a beautiful thing. – Ken Garfi eld.

At 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 29, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building, you are invited 
to talk about how our church can respond to affordable housing, justice in the health 
care system, equitable education, food insecurities and transportation concerns. Email 

Nancy Holmes at nholmes@mpumc.org to let us know you’re coming.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Pamela “Pam” G. Gordon, sister of  Kay Daughtry, who died 
on April 19, 2018. John Webb Weeks, brother of  Jean Cannon, 
uncle of  Lisa Moon, Lindsay Scales and Rees Cannon and 
great-uncle of  Cole, Ashley and Knox Moon, Cannon, Collier 
and Anna Scales and David and Blair Cannon, who died on 
April 25, 2018. Imogene Austin Jordan, wife of  Jack Jordan and 
mother of  Jack Jordan Jr., who died on April 26, 2018. Peggy 
King Smith, mother of  Linda Turner and great-grandmother 
of  Connor, Elam and Alden Turner and Dylan and Brayden 
Bush, who died on May 1, 2018. Mary Haden Whatley Springer, 
mother of  John Springer and grandmother of  Lil Springer, 
Haden Springer and John Springer Jr., who died on May 5, 
2018. 

Babies 
Leighton Brooke O’Neal, daughter of  Anna and Chris O’Neal 
and sister of  Kerridy Anne O’Neal, born on January 26, 2018. 
Elizabeth Grace Kendrick, daughter of  Meredith and Robert 
Kendrick and sister of  Daniel Kendrick, born on April 4, 
2018. Greyson Luke Gililland, son of  Jennifer and Ryan Gilliland 
and brother of  Ellison Gililland, born on April 27, 2018. 
Johanna Elliott Mark, daughter of  Ellen and Caylor Mark, 
granddaughter of  Hanna and Dick Kane, niece of  Peggy and 
Charles Thies and cousin of  Powers and Frances Thies, born 
on April 27, 2018. 

Weddings
Sarah Miller Hendricks and Pedro Salazar, married on May 5, 
2018, at the church.

Children (and families) of  the church at work and meaningful play:

• At Project Agape (“love”), 216 Agape kits were packed 
with crackers, granola bars, bottled water, gum, hard 
candy, socks and scripture cards. These will be handed 
out around town, to those who need some assistance 
with a smile. Twenty-six families and three ninth-graders 
participated – 98 individuals in all. The day of  service 
and fellowship included a lunch of  25 Papa John’s piz-
zas. Organizers included Melissa Jesse, Annie Dixon, 
Melissa Miller, Amanda Shrum and McCay Manwaring.

• Forward, the “Tween Ministry” for fourth- and fi fth-
graders, wrapped up its fi rst year with a bowling party. 
With more than 70 registered, this new ministry has 
fl ourished. Knowing they are not old enough for Youth 
Ministries but don’t want to be considered children, 
Forward gives these young people a special time and place 
– a “junior youth group.” The ministry offers them a 
chance to expand their circle of  friends, play games, 
hold deep discussions and apply the Bible to daily-life 
situations in a godly way. Several parents have shared 
that their children have found a sense of  belonging, 
attending Forward instead of  or in addition to Sunday 
School. Forward resumes in autumn. Plans call for adding 
service opportunities and spinning off  Bible studies for 
fi fth-grade boys and girls, respectively.

PROJECT AGAPE, FORWARD 
AND LOTS OF KIDS

• Join us for a reception at noon Sunday, June 17, for 
Dr. Melanie Dobson as she leaves to teach at Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, S.C. A love 
offering is being taken for Melanie and her son, Elijah. 
Make out a check to the church with Melanie Dobson in the 
memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at 
the reception or the front desk in the Parish Life Building 
or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You 
can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give. We 
will gather for a reception for Rev. Parker Haynes at noon 
Sunday, July 1, in Jubilee Hall as he leaves to lead St. Timo-
thy United Methodist Church in Brevard. To contribute 
to a love offering for Parker, Alisha and their son, Wesley, 
make out a check to the church with Parker Haynes in the 
memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at 
the reception or the front desk in the Parish Life Building, 
mail it to the church, or make a gift at www.myersparkumc.
org/give.

• Grad news: Will Fuller, son of  Bill and Jenny Fuller, 
graduating from Vanderbilt University with a B.A. degree 
in History and Corporate Strategy. He has a job at Bank of  
America. Rebecca Kalmbach, daughter of  Ambrose and 
Emily Kalmbach, graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill with 
a double major in Business and Political Science. She will 
work for CMG Consulting in Washington, D.C. William 
Couchell Robinson (he goes by “Shell”), son of  Shel and 
Stacy Robinson and grandson of  Bill and Annette Rob-
inson, graduating from Sewanee: The University of  the 
South with a major in Economics.

• Family Worship Day is Sunday, May 27, encouraging 
families to worship together. Worship care will be offered 
for children ages eight weeks to those not yet in kinder-

garten. June 3 is the last day of  Sunday School for children 
for the 2017-2018 year. The church will observe a sum-
mer Sabbath for Sunday School from June 10 to August 
19. Families are encouraged to worship together on those 
Sundays. Worship care will still be offered for children ages 
eight weeks through those not yet in kindergarten. Details: 
Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffi n at 
704-295-4805 or heidi@mpumc.org.

• Our church will host a Loaves & Fishes luncheon program 
at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 31. Children’s author Lois 
Brandt, whose colorful book, Maddi’s Fridge, explores this 
diffi cult topic, will 
talk about hungry 
kids and how we can 
help. Her book tells 
the story of  best 
friends Sofi a and 
Maddi. They live in 
the same neighbor-
hood, go to the 
same school, play 
in the same park. 
Here’s the differ-
ence: Sofi a’s refrig-
erator is stocked with nutritious food. Maddi’s is empty. 
Together in Jubilee Hall, we’ll consider our obligation to 
the Maddis in our midst. Tickets to the luncheon are $10 
at www.loavesandfi shes.org. The luncheon is for adults. A 
limited number of  copies of  Maddi’s Fridge will be for sale. 
Our church welcomes donations to Loaves & Fishes in the 
Parish Life lobby bin.

RECEPTIONS, LOVE OFFERINGS
FOR MELANIE, PARKER; GRAD NEWS

Project Agape (top), Forward bowling party. Photos by Amy Harriman.

A Conversation On Faith:
PUT IT ON PAPER

There’s a hunger out there to preserve our stories. I sense it in the obituaries 
I write, and the folks who share a yearning to get their life down on paper 

(or in a Word fi le) – their memories and legacy, for the grandchildren and 
generations to come.
In that spirit, here’s an idea: The next time a loved one has a birthday, dispense 
with a greeting card and put your feelings in writing. I had a milestone birthday 
two weeks ago. My sister, who just moved to town, produced a “newspaper” 
of  my life, with tributes, funny stories and some insults from loved ones. Here’s 
part of  what Miller, our four-year-old granddaughter, wrote, sort of, since 
she actually dictated it to her Mom. It’s precious to me, of  course. I hope that 
amid the smiles (Every month has cars???), you appreciate the insight. Try this 
exercise in your home. See if  the four-year-old in your life captures the essence 
of  who you are, now and forever…
Where do you go pawpaw? To your church? Mommy loves me. Is your family everywhere, 
too? Every person walks in the day. The park is fun cars go there. Every month has cars. 
Every week and every month I love you to swing me and I love you everywhere. I don’t know 
where you love me from. You help some people feel better. Love me Lord. I love you more. 
Every day is long. Some people have cats Some people have dogs. Bye Pawpaw.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church and spiritual life. Reach him 
at ken@mpumc.org.At the Tweetsie Railroad petting zoo.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
SUNDAY, MAY 20
• Young adults are invited to a pre-Memorial Day cookout 

from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at E.B. Moore Park (901 Marsh 
Road).  For details on Young Adults Ministries, reach Jessica 
Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org.

• Continuing our focus on mental health, Dr. Howell will 
have a conversation at 5:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel with 
church members Dr. Ernest and Pushpa Chander on India: 
Mental Health, & Christians In The Minority.

TUESDAY, MAY 22
• An uptown men’s group meets Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. at 

Amelie’s French Bakery at 380 S. College St. for an hour of  
fellowship and conversation. Come as often as your sched-
ule allows. Details: Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or 
parker@mpumc.org.

MAY 25-27
• The annual Memorial Day church weekend at Camp Tekoa 

in the N.C. mountains offers fellowship, faith and fun. 
Register at www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Amy 
Harriman at 704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 31
• A speaker from The Whole Tulip will talk with young adult 

moms’ groups at 10:45 a.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. The topic: Self-care for mom and nutrition for the 
entire family. For details, reach Director of  Young Adults 
Ministries Jessica Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@
mpumc.org. For child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org.

JUNE 1-3
• The Backpacking Ministry is organizing a backpacking trip 

to South Mountains State Park in Connelly Springs, about 
an hour’s drive northwest of  Charlotte. Backpackers and 
hikers of  all experience levels are welcome. Details: Rev. 
Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org. 

• 

JUNE 18-21
• Up to 300 children from preschool to fi fth grade are 

expected for Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme is 
Rolling River Rampage. To volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at 
kanejenn@aol.com.

JUNE 18 TO JULY 27
• Our 12th summer of  Freedom School offers young scholars 

from the Sedgefi eld schools communities a chance to read, 
learn, build character and have fun. To get involved in the 
program at Sedgefi eld Middle School, reach Becky Aber-
nethy at babernethy@mpumc.org. Donations of  crayons, 
colored pencils, markers, construction paper and glue sticks 
for Freedom School are welcome in the marked bin in the 
Parish Life Building lobby.

JULY 30-AUGUST 3
• Students in rising Grades 2-8 are invited to the Performing 

Arts Camp from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. daily at the church. 
Participants will present The Tale of  Three Trees. Register at 
www.myersparkumc.org. Deadline is July 15.

DR. HOWELL’S BIBLE STUDY

Dr. Howell leads a weekly Bible 
study on Familiar Bible Passages: A 

Closer Look on Wednesdays at 11:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of  
the Parish Life Building. No need 
to sign up, just join us and bring 

a friend. Come any week you can; 
each week is an independent entity. 
For questions, reach Dr. Howell at 

james@mpumc.org.

Dr. James Howell



The Conductor’s Apprentice
By Melissa McGill

A new children’s music ministry initiative has begun 
transforming fi fth-grade handbell ringers into “the 

conductors of  tomorrow,” led by Director of  Music for 
Children and Youth Brian Childers. He explains: “We are 
always looking for ways to deepen and strengthen the musical 
and spiritual lives of  our children. One of  the ways we have 
explored  this year has been through a new initiative called The 
Conductor’s Apprentice. Still in its infancy, we are already seeing 
great gains of  confi dence, comprehension and engagement 
from its participants. The fi ve-month program includes training 
in conducting techniques, beat patterns, cueing, leadership 
development and even a guest appearance from a professional 
orchestra conductor, our own Robert Moody. Conductor’s 
Apprentices have demonstrated growth, initiative and maturity. 
Our dream is to develop a generation of  conductors who have 
a lifelong commitment to sacred music ministry.”

The program resumes Sundays in October. To learn more about 
The Conductor’s Apprentice, reach Brian at 704-295-4806 

or brian@mpumc.org.
Brian Childers and guest conductor Robert Moody guiding 

the Conductor’s Apprentices. Photos by Nancy Hamff  
and Brian Childers.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Pamela “Pam” G. Gordon, sister of  Kay Daughtry, who died 
on April 19, 2018. John Webb Weeks, brother of  Jean Cannon, 
uncle of  Lisa Moon, Lindsay Scales and Rees Cannon and 
great-uncle of  Cole, Ashley and Knox Moon, Cannon, Collier 
and Anna Scales and David and Blair Cannon, who died on 
April 25, 2018. Imogene Austin Jordan, wife of  Jack Jordan and 
mother of  Jack Jordan Jr., who died on April 26, 2018. Peggy 
King Smith, mother of  Linda Turner and great-grandmother 
of  Connor, Elam and Alden Turner and Dylan and Brayden 
Bush, who died on May 1, 2018. Mary Haden Whatley Springer, 
mother of  John Springer and grandmother of  Lil Springer, 
Haden Springer and John Springer Jr., who died on May 5, 
2018. 

Babies 
Leighton Brooke O’Neal, daughter of  Anna and Chris O’Neal 
and sister of  Kerridy Anne O’Neal, born on January 26, 2018. 
Elizabeth Grace Kendrick, daughter of  Meredith and Robert 
Kendrick and sister of  Daniel Kendrick, born on April 4, 
2018. Greyson Luke Gililland, son of  Jennifer and Ryan Gilliland 
and brother of  Ellison Gililland, born on April 27, 2018. 
Johanna Elliott Mark, daughter of  Ellen and Caylor Mark, 
granddaughter of  Hanna and Dick Kane, niece of  Peggy and 
Charles Thies and cousin of  Powers and Frances Thies, born 
on April 27, 2018. 

Weddings
Sarah Miller Hendricks and Pedro Salazar, married on May 5, 
2018, at the church.

Children (and families) of  the church at work and meaningful play:

• At Project Agape (“love”), 216 Agape kits were packed 
with crackers, granola bars, bottled water, gum, hard 
candy, socks and scripture cards. These will be handed 
out around town, to those who need some assistance 
with a smile. Twenty-six families and three ninth-graders 
participated – 98 individuals in all. The day of  service 
and fellowship included a lunch of  25 Papa John’s piz-
zas. Organizers included Melissa Jesse, Annie Dixon, 
Melissa Miller, Amanda Shrum and McCay Manwaring.

• Forward, the “Tween Ministry” for fourth- and fi fth-
graders, wrapped up its fi rst year with a bowling party. 
With more than 70 registered, this new ministry has 
fl ourished. Knowing they are not old enough for Youth 
Ministries but don’t want to be considered children, 
Forward gives these young people a special time and place 
– a “junior youth group.” The ministry offers them a 
chance to expand their circle of  friends, play games, 
hold deep discussions and apply the Bible to daily-life 
situations in a godly way. Several parents have shared 
that their children have found a sense of  belonging, 
attending Forward instead of  or in addition to Sunday 
School. Forward resumes in autumn. Plans call for adding 
service opportunities and spinning off  Bible studies for 
fi fth-grade boys and girls, respectively.

PROJECT AGAPE, FORWARD 
AND LOTS OF KIDS

• Join us for a reception at noon Sunday, June 17, for 
Dr. Melanie Dobson as she leaves to teach at Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, S.C. A love 
offering is being taken for Melanie and her son, Elijah. 
Make out a check to the church with Melanie Dobson in the 
memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at 
the reception or the front desk in the Parish Life Building 
or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You 
can also make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give. We 
will gather for a reception for Rev. Parker Haynes at noon 
Sunday, July 1, in Jubilee Hall as he leaves to lead St. Timo-
thy United Methodist Church in Brevard. To contribute 
to a love offering for Parker, Alisha and their son, Wesley, 
make out a check to the church with Parker Haynes in the 
memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at 
the reception or the front desk in the Parish Life Building, 
mail it to the church, or make a gift at www.myersparkumc.
org/give.

• Grad news: Will Fuller, son of  Bill and Jenny Fuller, 
graduating from Vanderbilt University with a B.A. degree 
in History and Corporate Strategy. He has a job at Bank of  
America. Rebecca Kalmbach, daughter of  Ambrose and 
Emily Kalmbach, graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill with 
a double major in Business and Political Science. She will 
work for CMG Consulting in Washington, D.C. William 
Couchell Robinson (he goes by “Shell”), son of  Shel and 
Stacy Robinson and grandson of  Bill and Annette Rob-
inson, graduating from Sewanee: The University of  the 
South with a major in Economics.

• Family Worship Day is Sunday, May 27, encouraging 
families to worship together. Worship care will be offered 
for children ages eight weeks to those not yet in kinder-

garten. June 3 is the last day of  Sunday School for children 
for the 2017-2018 year. The church will observe a sum-
mer Sabbath for Sunday School from June 10 to August 
19. Families are encouraged to worship together on those 
Sundays. Worship care will still be offered for children ages 
eight weeks through those not yet in kindergarten. Details: 
Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffi n at 
704-295-4805 or heidi@mpumc.org.

• Our church will host a Loaves & Fishes luncheon program 
at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 31. Children’s author Lois 
Brandt, whose colorful book, Maddi’s Fridge, explores this 
diffi cult topic, will 
talk about hungry 
kids and how we can 
help. Her book tells 
the story of  best 
friends Sofi a and 
Maddi. They live in 
the same neighbor-
hood, go to the 
same school, play 
in the same park. 
Here’s the differ-
ence: Sofi a’s refrig-
erator is stocked with nutritious food. Maddi’s is empty. 
Together in Jubilee Hall, we’ll consider our obligation to 
the Maddis in our midst. Tickets to the luncheon are $10 
at www.loavesandfi shes.org. The luncheon is for adults. A 
limited number of  copies of  Maddi’s Fridge will be for sale. 
Our church welcomes donations to Loaves & Fishes in the 
Parish Life lobby bin.

RECEPTIONS, LOVE OFFERINGS
FOR MELANIE, PARKER; GRAD NEWS

Project Agape (top), Forward bowling party. Photos by Amy Harriman.

A Conversation On Faith:
PUT IT ON PAPER

There’s a hunger out there to preserve our stories. I sense it in the obituaries 
I write, and the folks who share a yearning to get their life down on paper 

(or in a Word fi le) – their memories and legacy, for the grandchildren and 
generations to come.
In that spirit, here’s an idea: The next time a loved one has a birthday, dispense 
with a greeting card and put your feelings in writing. I had a milestone birthday 
two weeks ago. My sister, who just moved to town, produced a “newspaper” 
of  my life, with tributes, funny stories and some insults from loved ones. Here’s 
part of  what Miller, our four-year-old granddaughter, wrote, sort of, since 
she actually dictated it to her Mom. It’s precious to me, of  course. I hope that 
amid the smiles (Every month has cars???), you appreciate the insight. Try this 
exercise in your home. See if  the four-year-old in your life captures the essence 
of  who you are, now and forever…
Where do you go pawpaw? To your church? Mommy loves me. Is your family everywhere, 
too? Every person walks in the day. The park is fun cars go there. Every month has cars. 
Every week and every month I love you to swing me and I love you everywhere. I don’t know 
where you love me from. You help some people feel better. Love me Lord. I love you more. 
Every day is long. Some people have cats Some people have dogs. Bye Pawpaw.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes about church and spiritual life. Reach him 
at ken@mpumc.org.At the Tweetsie Railroad petting zoo.



As our church committee 
considers how best to 
insure our safety and 
security – limiting entry 
points, increasing police 
presence, after-hours 
security and the like – 
here’s something we 
can do now: On Sunday 
morning and anytime 
during the week, if  you 
see something that makes 
you feel uncomfortable, 
report it to an usher, staff  
member or police offi cer 
who happens to be on 
church grounds. Don’t 
hesitate. If  something 
doesn’t feel right about 
a situation, report it 
immediately. If  need be, 
call 911 yourself. 

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 49, No.10
May 16, 2018

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

The beautiful church garden beside the Parish Life Building is about to 
produce another bountiful crop. Some 20 or so church members are 
involved in tending to the garden. Everything that grows there goes 
to Refugee Support Services and our new neighbors who are building 
a better life here in Charlotte. Church member Rachel Humphries 
leads the nonprofi t. Last year, the garden yielded 500 pounds of  fresh 
produce. New to the garden this Spring: Turnips, potatoes, radishes, 
onions, tomatoes and herbs. The Garden Ministry can always use more 
green thumbs (or novices) to harvest and weed the garden. Those 
interested in becoming part of  this fellowship can reach Mike Farrell 
at 704-425-3826 or mikefarrell1950@gmail.com. If  you can’t get your 
hands dirty quite yet, the least you can do is toss out a “Way to go!” 
when you see someone down in the dirt, doing good.
– Ken Garfi eld

OUR GARDEN GROWS FOR GOOD

By Christine Mull

Nearly 1,000 people have taken Disciple Bible Study at 
our church. Now, the landscape of  Disciple Bible Study 
has changed. Once requiring a long-term commitment to 
study God’s word, the series is transforming lives in more 
manageable sessions: Twelve weeks of  Old Testament 
study, then 12 weeks of  New Testament study with a break 
in between. These Disciple Fast Track adaptations of  the 
original 32- to 36-week series provide options for busy people 
who still crave a comprehensive review of  the Bible. 
Everyone should begin with Fast Track 1 – Becoming Disciples 
Through Bible Study, a review of  80 percent of  the Bible. 
Participants will read three to fi ve chapters of  the Bible 

daily in preparation for a weekly class meeting of  75 to 
90 minutes. Following Fast Track 1 are two more levels: 
Fast Track 2 – Into the Word, Into the World covering the Old 
Testament’s Genesis and Exodus, then Luke to Acts in the 
New Testament; and Fast Track 3 – Remember Who You Are, 
covering Old Testament Prophets and The Letters of  Paul 
from the New Testament. 
The 2018-19 classes begin around Labor Day. Groups will 
meet at various times. For more, reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 
704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org. You can also attend 
an informational session at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August 19, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building.

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY OFFERS 
NEW WAYS TO LEARN GOD’S WORD

The group of  church members working on racial 
reconciliation share this refl ection on the future of  
their work.

Since the Charleston church shooting in 
2015, many of  us at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church have poured our 
heart and soul into the cause of  racial 
reconciliation. We’ve brought in speakers, 
discussed books, created a web page (www.
myersparkumc.org/race) with resources 
and launched Pass The Peace dinners bringing 
together adults, youth and police – black 
and white – to talk about what divides us. 
We are fi nalizing plans for our church to 
welcome an African American seminarian 
as an intern for the 2018-19 school year. To 
become involved in any of  this, or to share 
ideas for going forward, email  ronknape@
icloud.com.

Twenty-fi ve of  us gathered recently – from 
Myers Park United Methodist, Myers 
Park Baptist, Myers Park Presbyterian 
and Temple Israel – to talk about where 
to go now. Where can we have the most 
immediate impact on our divisions, racial 
and otherwise? We shared many concerns 
– the criminal justice system, affordable 
housing, economic disparity, segregation, 
and the lack of  social capital for minorities, 

particularly people of  color. We settled on 
three issues as far as taking action:

Affordable housing: Support increasing the 
Housing Trust Fund for affordable housing 
in Charlotte. Advocate for Brookhill Village 
residents in the South Tryon community. If  
our church decides to build a new building, 
recommend that at least 20 percent of  all 
funds raised during the capital campaign 
address local needs, perhaps affordable 
housing or child care for the poor.

Education: Explore changing CMS 
curricula to address race and prejudice. 
Encourage more participation in Race 
Matters for Juvenile Justice classes. Continue 
collaborating with other congregations.

Segregation: Be bold in addressing racism 
and prejudice. If  you see or hear something, 
respond in a constructive manner. Interact 
with people outside the bubble you live in.

This is a daunting issue. We welcome your 
thoughts and involvement on our vision, 
and where we go from here.

RACIAL RECONCILIATION:
WHAT DO WE DO NOW?

ANOTHER FREEDOM SCHOOL 
SUMMER, PRAISE GOD

Our 12th summer of  Freedom School begins June 18, and as with any annual 
offering, it would be easy to take it for granted. We shouldn’t. With its roots in the 
Civil Rights Era, Freedom School presents us with an opportunity to be part of  a 
modern-day movement, offering every child the chance to succeed. At Freedom 
School sites around the country – including ours and 16 others in Charlotte – we will 
help fi ght summer learning loss by helping these young scholars read. In so doing, 
we will boost their character and confi dence, and open doors that have been locked 
shut for too many, for too long. Our site at Sedgefi eld Middle School will welcome 
80 children and youth this summer. Across Charlotte, Freedom School will welcome 
1,100. We change the world one scholar at a time. Turn to the Calendar Of  Opportunities 
inside for details on how you can join the movement. Twelve summers of  Freedom 
School. It’s a beautiful thing. – Ken Garfi eld.

At 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 29, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building, you are invited 
to talk about how our church can respond to affordable housing, justice in the health 
care system, equitable education, food insecurities and transportation concerns. Email 

Nancy Holmes at nholmes@mpumc.org to let us know you’re coming.




