
It’s time to share the 
good news of  college and 
grad school graduates 
with our church family. 
Please send your student’s 
name, parents’ names, 
school, degree/major 
and future plans (NOT 
“sleeping until noon at 
my parents until I fi nish 
my resume”) to Director 
of  Communications Ken 
Garfi eld at ken@mpumc.
org. We’re also proud to 
share news of  those who 
are serving their country 
in the military. All of  it 
will grace the pages of  
the Cornerstone, in print 
and online. We love this 
church tradition.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the lobby of  the 
Parish Life Building, where sales support outreach and 
everything’s run by volunteers, shares its latest round of  
grants to three Charlotte-based nonprofi ts: $5,000 to 
ANSWER Scholarship, which provides fi nancial support 
to Carolinas moms seeking a college degree; $5,000 to 
Safe Alliance, which works with victims of  domestic 
and sexual violence and child abuse, including a shelter 
and support groups; and $2,000 to Changed Choices, 
which helps incarcerated women make the successful 
transition back to the community through job placement, 
a transitional home, mentoring and more.

• The Easter Sunday offering raised $25,000 for mental 
health-related ministries. The money will go to Anuvia 
and Charlotte Rescue Mission – local nonprofi ts fi ghting 
addiction and substance abuse.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson is offering one-hour sessions 
of  Spiritual Direction by appointment through June 1. 
Together, the director and directee will explore the 
meaning of  the Spirit’s workings in a person’s life. Melanie 
leaves us in late June to begin a new professorship at 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia. 
Schedule a spiritual direction with her at 704-295-4840 or 
melanie@mpumc.org. Look soon for details on how the 
church will wish her a fond farewell.

GOODNESS GRACIOUS! GRANTS; 
EASTER SUNDAY OFFERING

The Camino is one of  the oldest 
pilgrimages in the Christian world. 

Since the discovery of  St. James’ remains 
in 812, Christians have traveled to Santiago 
de Compostela over a variety of  routes. 
The pilgrimage has been rediscovered in 
the 21st Century, with more than 300,000 
pilgrims completing the journey in 2017. 
If  you walk at least 100 kilometers (62 
miles) to Santiago and are traveling for 
religious or spiritual reasons, you can 
receive a Compostela. This is an indulgence 
granted by the Church to recognize your 
completion of  the pilgrimage. 

Since June 2016, I have been haunted by 
death. I lost my best friend, my father 
and then, in August 2017, my youngest 
brother. In September 2017, my job was 

eliminated and I was offered a severance 
package. These events triggered my 
decision in December to embark on my 
Camino. To prepare for the trip, I engaged 
in the practice of  Spiritual Direction with 
Dr. Melanie Dobson. Out of  this, came 
my goal for the trip: To let go and let God. 
I hoped to build a new foundation for 
the rest of  my life based on the rock of  
faith and not on my self-image. While the 
Camino is a physical journey, for me it was 
also a journey away from my brokenness 
and toward the light of  God.  

I started the journey March 8 with Jacob, 
our 18-year-old son, a freshman at UNC-
Chapel Hill. Our plan was to spend his 
Spring break walking 120 kilometers on the 
Camino Frances, then for me to complete

In words and photos, church member Simon Spence 
shares his pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela – the 
Camino – in Spain… 

MY JOURNEY FROM 
BROKENNESS

Church member Richard Wood, chair of  the Finance Committee, 
shares this update on the fi rst quarter of  2018. For questions on any 
aspect of  the fi nancial life of  our church, reach Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. The next 
Administrative Board dinner meeting covering all aspects of  church life 
is at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Members are welcome to come, listen and ask questions.
Greetings all. I’m pleased to report that contributions to 
the church for the fi rst quarter of  2018 were $1,207,108 – a 
5.9-percent increase over the same time last year. However, 
expenses increased 4.7 percent over the same time last year, 
which combines for an operating defi cit of  $145,355 after 
the fi rst three month of  2018. I would ask that everyone 
prayerfully consider their giving pattern and frequency to 

the church over the balance of  the year. We are approaching 
the summer months, which traditionally are the slowest 
contribution months with children out of  school and 
vacations planned.
The 2018 church operating budget is $5.6 million.
Contributions to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund for the fi rst 
quarter of  2018 were $313,535, which includes a carryover 
from 2017 of  $210,283. The goal is to raise $1 million for 
2018, so your support of  this vital outreach ministry is crucial 
throughout the year. Remember, you can give online at www.
myersparkumc.org.
I look forward to reporting on the church’s six-month 
fi nancial results in the Cornerstone in July.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?
The server that runs the church’s computer 
system will be replaced starting Tuesday, 
May 8, an operation we hope to complete by 
May 11 or 12. While church members and 
others should see minimal impact, we want 
to give you a heads up, and share details. 
As the outdated server is being replaced by 
one better able to handle our growing needs 
(database, emails, access to fi les, printing 
and more), you can call 704-376-8584 with a 
question or issue. 

• You will still be able to go on to the 
church website – www.myersparkumc.
org – and conduct your business, 
including making a gift or pledge, 

watching the Sunday service via 
livestream, visiting Facebook and 
Instagram, accessing your personal 
records at MyMPUMC and more.

• It may take staff  members longer 
to respond to an email during the 
transition. We will do our best.

• Our phone system will not be affected. 
You’ll able to call the main number as 
well as individual staffers’ extensions.

• Director of  Information Technology 
Ron Clontz, bless his heart, is 
overseeing the project.

NEWS ABOUT THE 
CHURCH’S SERVER

God, guard these your children who, for love of  your Name, make a pilgrimage 
to Compostela. Be their companions on the way, their strength in weariness, their 
light in the darkness, their comfort in discouragement; that through your guidance 
they may arrive safely at the end of  their journey and, enriched with grace and 

virtue, may return to their homes fi lled with salutary and lasting joy.
• From the Pilgrims Prayer, 12th Century.

Continued Inside...



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Frances Harward Connell, mother of  Barbara Cannon, who died 
on April 5, 2018. Jon P. Haddock, father of  Robin Haddock, 
who died on April 5, 2018. Sandra Payseur Vaughan, mother of  
Dale Vaughan, who died on April 8, 2018.

Babies 
Ryder Patrick Matus, son of  Carrie and Nick Matus, born on 
April 4, 2018. 

Church member Erin Stubbs reports on the recent mission trip to 
Costa Rica. To learn about opportunities to serve locally and around 
the world, visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

Since 2003, our church has been sending teams to Costa 
Rica. I felt called to join this year’s mission and decided to 
bring my two oldest boys, Charlie, 10, and Teddy, 7. We were 
joined by church members (and seasoned veterans) Thom 
Sumner, John Ellis, Tachi Dellinger, Jenny Cavenaugh and 
Rev. Parker Haynes. 

This year, we worked in Sierpe, a small town in southwest 
Costa Rica where the Methodist church is adding a class-
room building behind the Sanctuary. The days were long 
and hot, and the work grueling at times. Yet we came home 
fulfi lled because of  the amazing people we met. Despite the 
language barrier, our team felt genuinely connected to our 
new friends in Sierpe. I’ll never forget: One afternoon, I was 
helping Tachi bandage a cut on her leg. We looked up and a 
woman, Miriam, who we later learned was the pastor’s moth-
er, was praying over Tachi. On our last day, after expressing 
her gratitude for our time in Sierpe, she hugged Tachi and 
declared “We are sisters in Christ (hermanas en cristo).”

Another wonderful element of  this trip was getting to know 
other church members. Our team became an extended fam-
ily. We bonded deeply. I am grateful for the opportunity to 
serve in Costa Rica because it was a life-changing experience 
for my boys and me. Charlie has already asked “Can we go 
back next year? I want to see the progress at the church Si-
erpe and see our friends Don Hugo and Henry.” Meanwhile, 
we look forward to reuniting with our teammates to share 
photos, rehash the highlights of  our trip and discuss how to 
recruit more teammates for next year.

Mission: Costa Rica
‘IT WAS A LIFE-CHANGING 

EXPERIENCE FOR MY BOYS AND ME’

News of  summer interns:

Jacob Spence, a freshman at UNC-Chapel Hill , will serve 
with our Missions Team this summer, traveling to Brazil, 
working with Freedom School and other projects. He’s the 
son of  church members Simon and Ellen Spence.

Kevin Gustafson, who is graduating from Charleston 
Southern University, will work with Youth Ministries, going 
on mission trips and helping with summer activities. Kevin 
is looking for housing. If  you’d welcome the chance to host 
him for the summer, or know someone who would, reach 

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines at 704-295-4832 
or lauren@mpumc.org.

Children’s Ministries is looking for a summer intern. Reach 
Lauren Stines at 704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org.

The summer interns start work Monday, May 21. The Corner-
stone will share more about them when they arrive.

The church will not have a Duke Divinity School intern this 
summer.

THE SUMMER INTERNS ARE COMING

Our friend, Miriam, a sister in Christ. 

Erin Stubbs and her sons, Charlie (left) and Teddy. 

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER, 
CHURCH SAFETY, AND MORE

• We’re not the only congregation focusing on mental 
health. St. Gabriel Catholic Church at 3016 Providence 
Road will host a two-part program on Kids’ Brains And 
Screens at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 26, and Monday, May 
7, in the fellowship hall. The free program, open to all, 
will consider the impact of  digital media on children, and 
how to balance screen use. Details: www.stgabrielchurch.
org/wellness.

• Look in the mail and around the church soon for the 
Spring issue of Intersection magazine. The 20-page, full-
color church magazine will celebrate our 2018 theme 
– Relationships Matter. Enjoy the cover shot of  two best 
friends. Among the stories inside: Director of  Children’s 
Ministries Amy Harriman shares her journey with her 
daughter, Larkin.

• A church safety committee is looking at how best to make 
our faith home as safe as possible – on Sunday mornings 
and weekdays, for staff, members and visitors. Among 
options: Limiting the number of  open entrances to the 
building, and making sure there is security after hours 
(night meetings and the like). To share a thought, reach 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

• Boys and girls 14 and older who have fi nished eighth 
grade are invited to a new Boy Scout program: Venture 
Crew will meet at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 22, at Selwyn 
Avenue Presbyterian Church at 2929 Selwyn Avenue. 
The high-adventure program will feature rock climbing, 
whitewater rafting, hiking and more, all focusing on 
teamwork and leadership development. Details: Erin 
Shifl ett at emshifl ett13@gmail.com.

• Aldersgate retirement community will host a breakfast 
program from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 1, 
exploring scenarios facing older adults and how best 
to handle them. The interactive program hosted by the 
Council on Aging will look at transportation, isolation and 
other challenges. To RSVP or learn more, call 980-224-
0882 or email info@meckcoa.org.

Working and building relationships in Costa Rica. Photos by Jenny Cavenaugh and John Ellis.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
SATURDAY, APRIL 21
• Spiritual director Tambry Harris leads a workshop from 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Build-
ing – Awakening Your Resurrection Story: A Women’s Day Of  
Renewal For Sexual Abuse Survivors. Sponsored by Adult Faith 
Formation, women can come and rewrite their #MeToo sto-
ry of  sexual abuse or violence. Space is limited to 20. Cost 
is $100. Scholarships are available. Details: Tambry Harris at 
704-281-9637 or tambryharris@bellsouth.net.

MONDAY, APRIL 23
• The Wired 4 Ministry class from 9:30 a.m. to noon offers an 

opportunity to understand how God “wired” you to make 
a difference through your spiritual gifts, heart, personality, 
abilities and experiences. Details: Carol Tate at 704-295-
4822 or ctate@mpumc.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
• A new uptown men’s group meets each Tuesday at 7:00 

a.m. at Amelie’s French Bakery, 380 S. College St. Meetings 
are an hour, there is no curriculum, and men are welcome 
to come as often as they can to share conversation and 
fellowship. Details: Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or 
parker@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
• The Children’s Circle Spring Carnival from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. in the church parking lot features rides, games, in-
fl atables, food and more. To volunteer or learn more, reach 
Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com or Millie 
Rayburn at millierayburn@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
• It’s Senior Sunday, when we wrap our high school seniors in 

a blanket, a sign of  our continuing support as they venture 
into the future. Students should sign up to participate in one 
of  the services. Information is at www.mpumcyouth.org or 
reach Ellen Spence at ellenspence@mpumc.org.

• A Preparing For Baptism class at 11:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel 
is an essential fi rst step for those preparing for baptism for 
themselves or their children. If  you just welcomed a child or 
hope to soon, if  you are new to faith or if  you want to learn 
more about the sacrament, join us. No reserva-
tions are needed, except for child care – email 
jwentz@mpumc.org by April 24.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
• Church members are invited to the Administrative Board 

dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
• Forward, the new group for fourth- and fi fth-graders, holds 

its end-of-year party at 4:00 p.m. at 10 Park Lanes bowling 
alley, 1700 Montford Drive. All fourth- and fi fth-graders 
are invited. The group will resume regular gatherings in 
autumn. To register for the bowling party, reach Director 
of  Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 or 
aharriman@mpumc.org.

MAY 25-27
• The annual Memorial Day church weekend at Camp Tekoa 

in the N.C. mountains offers fellowship, faith and fun. 
Deadline to sign up is May 15. Register at www.myerspar-
kumc.org/children. Details: Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 
or aharriman@mpumc.org.

JUNE 18-21
• Up to 300 children from preschool to fi fth grade are 

expected for Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme is 
Rolling River Rampage. Register your child at www.myerspar-
kumc.org/children. To volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at 
kanejenn@aol.com.

JUNE 18 TO JULY 27
• Our 12th Freedom School offers young scholars from the 

Sedgefi eld schools communities a chance to read, learn, 
build character and have fun. To get involved in any number 
of  ways that suits your schedule, reach Becky Abernethy at 
babernethy@mpumc.org.

JULY 30-AUGUST 3
• Students in rising Grades 2-8 are invited to attend the an-

nual Performing Arts Camp from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
daily at the church. Participants will present The Tale of  Three 
Trees. Register at www.myersparkumc.org. Deadline to sign 
up is July 15.



MY JOURNEY FROM 
BROKENNESS...

the last 280 kilometers of  the Camino on my own. I turned 
over control of  our daily schedule to Jacob. As he directed our 
journey, it was a blessing to see the man he has become. For the 
fi ve days we walked to Santiago, the weather was a challenge. We 
walked through two storms with rain and winds. But it didn’t 
erode the sense of  joy that walking the Camino gave to us both. 
This joy came from being in the beautiful Spanish countryside 
eight hours a day; from the companionship of  fellow pilgrims; 
and from from people who provided us food, lodging and 
guidance. We completed our Camino in Santiago on March 14. 
We were excited to receive our Compostelas and attend the 
traditional Pilgrims Mass in the Cathedral the next day.

We then left to visit Muxia and Fisterra – two important sites 
in the Camino story located 60 miles away on the Atlantic 
Ocean. At Muxia, Jacob and I spread the ashes of  my father 
and brother in the Atlantic Ocean, at the spot where the Virgin 
Mary’s boat landed on the Coast.  At Fisterra, the tradition is 
to burn clothing as a rite of  purifi cation before returning to 
your life, and to burn a letter of  things you want to let go of. 
Our plan was to burn Jacob’s boots and my rain pants. We 
assumed there would be a fi re pit, but discovered it was Do It 
Yourself. It was windy, but we were able to burn the clothes. 
The letter I wrote was about letting go of  any regrets around 
my relationship with my brother, father and best friend.

With this fi nal ritual, our Joint Camino was completed. Jacob 
fl ew home on March 17.

I stayed to complete the Camino Portuguese, a two-week 
journey of  280 kilometers from Porto to Santiago in Portugal. 
I started alone but fi nished in the company of  two new friends 
– Mads, a Danish art school headmaster, and Vas, a Cypriot 
hairdresser.

At the end, I was left with the following truths of  my Camino:

• Everyone has a story that is beautiful, different, and the 
same.

• Your potential is always more than your expectations.

• One step at a time is all it takes to live life well.

• Suffering is part of  every journey.

• To be fulfi lled, all that is needed is understanding.

• It is best to follow in the footsteps of  ones who have 
walked already on the journey.

• Relax and let life happen.

Continued From The Front Page...

Scenes from the Camino with Simon and Jacob Spence. Photos by Simon Spence.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Frances Harward Connell, mother of  Barbara Cannon, who died 
on April 5, 2018. Jon P. Haddock, father of  Robin Haddock, 
who died on April 5, 2018. Sandra Payseur Vaughan, mother of  
Dale Vaughan, who died on April 8, 2018.

Babies 
Ryder Patrick Matus, son of  Carrie and Nick Matus, born on 
April 4, 2018. 

Church member Erin Stubbs reports on the recent mission trip to 
Costa Rica. To learn about opportunities to serve locally and around 
the world, visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

Since 2003, our church has been sending teams to Costa 
Rica. I felt called to join this year’s mission and decided to 
bring my two oldest boys, Charlie, 10, and Teddy, 7. We were 
joined by church members (and seasoned veterans) Thom 
Sumner, John Ellis, Tachi Dellinger, Jenny Cavenaugh and 
Rev. Parker Haynes. 

This year, we worked in Sierpe, a small town in southwest 
Costa Rica where the Methodist church is adding a class-
room building behind the Sanctuary. The days were long 
and hot, and the work grueling at times. Yet we came home 
fulfilled because of  the amazing people we met. Despite the 
language barrier, our team felt genuinely connected to our 
new friends in Sierpe. I’ll never forget: One afternoon, I was 
helping Tachi bandage a cut on her leg. We looked up and a 
woman, Miriam, who we later learned was the pastor’s moth-
er, was praying over Tachi. On our last day, after expressing 
her gratitude for our time in Sierpe, she hugged Tachi and 
declared “We are sisters in Christ (hermanas en cristo).”

Another wonderful element of  this trip was getting to know 
other church members. Our team became an extended fam-
ily. We bonded deeply. I am grateful for the opportunity to 
serve in Costa Rica because it was a life-changing experience 
for my boys and me. Charlie has already asked “Can we go 
back next year? I want to see the progress at the church Si-
erpe and see our friends Don Hugo and Henry.” Meanwhile, 
we look forward to reuniting with our teammates to share 
photos, rehash the highlights of  our trip and discuss how to 
recruit more teammates for next year.

Mission: Costa Rica
‘IT WAS A LIFE-CHANGING 

EXPERIENCE FOR MY BOYS AND ME’

News of  summer interns:

Jacob Spence, a freshman at UNC-Chapel Hill , will serve 
with our Missions Team this summer, traveling to Brazil, 
working with Freedom School and other projects. He’s the 
son of  church members Simon and Ellen Spence.

Kevin Gustafson, who is graduating from Charleston 
Southern University, will work with Youth Ministries, going 
on mission trips and helping with summer activities. Kevin 
is looking for housing. If  you’d welcome the chance to host 
him for the summer, or know someone who would, reach 

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines at 704-295-4832 
or lauren@mpumc.org.

Children’s Ministries is looking for a summer intern. Reach 
Lauren Stines at 704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org.

The summer interns start work Monday, May 21. The Corner-
stone will share more about them when they arrive.

The church will not have a Duke Divinity School intern this 
summer.

THE SUMMER INTERNS ARE COMING

Our friend, Miriam, a sister in Christ. 

Erin Stubbs and her sons, Charlie (left) and Teddy. 

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER, 
CHURCH SAFETY, AND MORE

• We’re not the only congregation focusing on mental 
health. St. Gabriel Catholic Church at 3016 Providence 
Road will host a two-part program on Kids’ Brains And 
Screens at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 26, and Monday, May 
7, in the fellowship hall. The free program, open to all, 
will consider the impact of  digital media on children, and 
how to balance screen use. Details: www.stgabrielchurch.
org/wellness.

• Look in the mail and around the church for the Spring 
issue of  Intersection magazine. The 20-page, full-color 
church magazine will celebrate our 2018 theme – 
Relationships Matter. Enjoy the cover shot of  two best 
friends. Among the stories inside: Director of  Children’s 
Ministries Amy Harriman shares her journey with her 
daughter, Larkin.

• A church safety committee is looking at how best to make 
our faith home as safe as possible – on Sunday mornings 
and weekdays, for staff, members and visitors. Among 
options: Limiting the number of  open entrances to the 
building, and making sure there is security after hours 
(night meetings and the like). To share a thought, reach 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

• Boys and girls 14 and older who have finished eighth 
grade are invited to a new Boy Scout program: Venture 
Crew will meet at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, April 22, at Selwyn 
Avenue Presbyterian Church at 2929 Selwyn Avenue. 
The high-adventure program will feature rock climbing, 
whitewater rafting, hiking and more, all focusing on 
teamwork and leadership development. Details: Erin 
Shiflett at emshiflett13@gmail.com.

• Aldersgate retirement community will host a breakfast 
program from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 1, 
exploring scenarios facing older adults and how best 
to handle them. The interactive program hosted by the 
Council on Aging will look at transportation, isolation and 
other challenges. To RSVP or learn more, call 980-224-
0882 or email info@meckcoa.org.

Photos by Jenny Cavenaugh and John Ellis.
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Parish Life Building, where sales support outreach and 
everything’s run by volunteers, shares its latest round of  
grants to three Charlotte-based nonprofi ts: $5,000 to 
ANSWER Scholarship, which provides fi nancial support 
to Carolinas moms seeking a college degree; $5,000 to 
Safe Alliance, which works with victims of  domestic 
and sexual violence and child abuse, including a shelter 
and support groups; and $2,000 to Changed Choices, 
which helps incarcerated women make the successful 
transition back to the community through job placement, 
a transitional home, mentoring and more.

• The Easter Sunday offering raised $25,000 for mental 
health-related ministries. The money will go to Anuvia 
and Charlotte Rescue Mission – local nonprofi ts fi ghting 
addiction and substance abuse.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson is offering one-hour sessions 
of  Spiritual Direction by appointment through June 1. 
Together, the director and directee will explore the 
meaning of  the Spirit’s workings in a person’s life. Melanie 
leaves us in late June to begin a new professorship at 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia. 
Schedule a spiritual direction with her at 704-295-4840 or 
melanie@mpumc.org. Look soon for details on how the 
church will wish her a fond farewell.
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pilgrimages in the Christian world. 

Since the discovery of  St. James’ remains 
in 812, Christians have traveled to Santiago 
de Compostela over a variety of  routes. 
The pilgrimage has been rediscovered in 
the 21st Century, with more than 300,000 
pilgrims completing the journey in 2017. 
If  you walk at least 100 kilometers (62 
miles) to Santiago and are traveling for 
religious or spiritual reasons, you can 
receive a Compostela. This is an indulgence 
granted by the Church to recognize your 
completion of  the pilgrimage. 

Since June 2016, I have been haunted by 
death. I lost my best friend, my father 
and then, in August 2017, my youngest 
brother. In September 2017, my job was 

eliminated and I was offered a severance 
package. These events triggered my 
decision in December to embark on my 
Camino. To prepare for the trip, I engaged 
in the practice of  Spiritual Direction with 
Dr. Melanie Dobson. Out of  this, came 
my goal for the trip: To let go and let God. 
I hoped to build a new foundation for 
the rest of  my life based on the rock of  
faith and not on my self-image. While the 
Camino is a physical journey, for me it was 
also a journey away from my brokenness 
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In words and photos, church member Simon Spence 
shares his pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela – the 
Camino – in Spain… 

MY JOURNEY FROM 
BROKENNESS

Church member Richard Wood, chair of  the Finance Committee, 
shares this update on the fi rst quarter of  2018. For questions on any 
aspect of  the fi nancial life of  our church, reach Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. The next 
Administrative Board dinner meeting covering all aspects of  church life 
is at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Members are welcome to come, listen and ask questions.
Greetings all. I’m pleased to report that contributions to 
the church for the fi rst quarter of  2018 were $1,207,108 – a 
5.9-percent increase over the same time last year. However, 
expenses increased 4.7 percent over the same time last year, 
which combines for an operating defi cit of  $145,355 after 
the fi rst three month of  2018. I would ask that everyone 
prayerfully consider their giving pattern and frequency to 

the church over the balance of  the year. We are approaching 
the summer months, which traditionally are the slowest 
contribution months with children out of  school and 
vacations planned.
The 2018 church operating budget is $5.6 million.
Contributions to our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund for the fi rst 
quarter of  2018 were $313,535, which includes a carryover 
from 2017 of  $210,283. The goal is to raise $1 million for 
2018, so your support of  this vital outreach ministry is crucial 
throughout the year. Remember, you can give online at www.
myersparkumc.org.
I look forward to reporting on the church’s six-month 
fi nancial results in the Cornerstone in July.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?
The server that runs the church’s computer 
system will be replaced starting Tuesday, 
May 8, an operation we hope to complete by 
May 11 or 12. While church members and 
others should see minimal impact, we want 
to give you a heads up, and share details. 
As the outdated server is being replaced by 
one better able to handle our growing needs 
(database, emails, access to fi les, printing 
and more), you can call 704-376-8584 with a 
question or issue. 

• You will still be able to go on to the 
church website – www.myersparkumc.
org – and conduct your business, 
including making a gift or pledge, 

watching the Sunday service via 
livestream, visiting Facebook and 
Instagram, accessing your personal 
records at MyMPUMC and more.

• It may take staff  members longer 
to respond to an email during the 
transition. We will do our best.

• Our phone system will not be affected. 
You’ll able to call the main number as 
well as individual staffers’ extensions.

• Director of  Information Technology 
Ron Clontz, bless his heart, is 
overseeing the project.

NEWS ABOUT THE 
CHURCH’S SERVER

God, guard these your children who, for love of  your Name, make a pilgrimage 
to Compostela. Be their companions on the way, their strength in weariness, their 
light in the darkness, their comfort in discouragement; that through your guidance 
they may arrive safely at the end of  their journey and, enriched with grace and 

virtue, may return to their homes fi lled with salutary and lasting joy.
• From the Pilgrims Prayer, 12th Century.

Continued Inside...




