
Each week, the church 
is honored to mail a 
written copy of  the 
Sunday sermon to those 
who would like to have 
it in that form. It’s also 
posted, of  course, at 
www.myersparkumc.org. 
If  you’d like to receive 
the sermon in the mail, 
contact Director of  
Communications Ken 
Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org. He 
will happily add you to 
the mailing list so you can 
have the words of  wisdom 
and inspiration in print, to 
read and ponder at your 
pleasure.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Sometimes questions are more insightful than answers. At the last 
gathering of  Forward, the ministry for fourth- and fi fth-graders, the older 
kids were invited to write down questions on their mind. Share these with 
your Sunday School class or small group and let the conversation ensue, 
for it’s often children who cut to the heart of  what we believe, or wonder 
about…
Why does God let bad stuff  happen?
How can I control my anger emotions?
How did someone ever come up with the name God?
Did God ever get upset with anyone?
Were dinosaurs before God?
How can I be better at praying?
Why were there no basketballs?

Fifth-graders also shared prayer concerns…
Pray for my grandfather in heaven.
Pray for oil not to be dumped in the ocean.
Pray for everyone who has heart disease.
Pray for people who have had their houses destroyed by 
hurricanes, fl oods, tornadoes, etc.
Dear God, please help me not get nervous on the science test 
this Thursday. It is a big test. Amen.
Forward is for fourth- and fi fth-graders – “tweens” who are 
moving from childhood to adolescence. The group meets 
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. the fi rst Sunday of  each month 
for fellowship and fun (and meaningful) activities. Details: 
Director of  Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-
4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

QUESTIONS ABOUT GOD, 
BAD STUFF AND BASKETBALLS

The last members of  the Sharon United 
Methodist Church family have left the 
soon-to-be-leveled campus, thanks to 
the hospitality of  Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. The remains of  39 dearly 
departed souls, resting in peace in urns, 
were transferred from the columbarium 
of  the “ski slope” church into available 
niches in our columbarium. Here they will 
remain until SouthPark Church, as it is now 
known, returns to its campus (and new 
columbarium) across from SouthPark mall 
in late 2020. Friends and loved ones are 
welcome to come and savor the peace and 
quiet of  our columbarium setting.

SouthPark Church is partnering with real 
estate developer Childress Klein Properties 

to transform its seven-acre site into a 
mixed-use development with residences, 
retail, offi ces and a hotel. The church will 

WELCOME, 
THE DEARLY DEPARTED

At the heart of  our congregation’s racial reconciliation efforts are Pass 
The Peace dinners bringing together members of  our church, St. Mark’s 
United Methodist and Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department for 
dinner, fellowship and conversation. To learn more about this and other 
efforts to bring us together, reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.
com or visit www.myersparkumc.org/race. Here, Church member Scott 
McKnight shares his Pass The Peace refl ections.
“After two meetings with our group, bonds of  friendship 
and humor are forming beautifully. Everyone remembered 
everyone else’s name, and there were hugs of  greeting all 
around. I wish I had my camera handy to captured one of  
our uniformed offi cers exchanging a ‘bro’ hug’ with one 
of  our youth. It could have been the poster image for this 

initiative. The prepared questions have been great guides. But 
there is so much natural, unprompted conversation that it 
actually takes a bit of  effort to get the group to focus on the 
questions. It’s a great problem to have in a program that seeks 
to build relationships and discussions across our demographic 
boundaries. Two other ideas have taken root to get our 
group outside of  these ‘offi cial’ dinners – Participating in a 
police/youth basketball tournament in April, and doing yoga 
together. As simple as the model is – sharing a meal with 
folks who aren’t like you – this is really working. Isn’t this 
something Jesus did?”

PASS THE PEACE: ‘Isn’t This Something Jesus Did?’

By Ken Garfi eld

A 13-member church safety committee is 
zeroing in on ways to make our faith home 
as safe as possible. The times leave us no 
choice.

The committee met for a second time, 
brainstorming ways to protect our faith 
home and the people who worship, study, 
work and visit here. Nothing has been 
decided. When it is, the news will be shared 
with the congregation. Nothing is off  the 
table, including greater police presence 
Sunday morning and during the week, and 
limiting the number of  public (unlocked) 
entrances to the church. A few behind-the-
scenes moves have already taken place. Plans 
are under way to remind staff, ushers and 
others what to do and who to contact in any 
emergency situation.

The committee is looking at what other 
churches do, and what we currently do. 
Conversation focused last time on making 
sure that the campus is safe and secure after 
regular offi ce hours, which might require 
hiring after-hours security until the doors are 
locked for the night. 

Also discussed was a practice embraced 
by other houses of  worship: Limiting the 
number of  entrances so everyone who 
walks in must stop and make their presence 
known. This would include night meetings, 
rehearsals and the like.

The committee agreed that the church must 
balance hospitality and openness to all with 
safety and security for all. Someone asked 
what a visitor might say if  he or she walks 
through the main entrance to the Parish Life 
Building after 5:00 p.m. and is greeted by 
a uniformed offi cer. Given the widespread 
(and justifi ed) concern these days, the 
committee hopes the answer will be 
“Thank you.”

Committee members include laity and staff: 
Annie Albini, Megan Argabrite, Robert 
Aycock, Peg Broughton, John Clarkson, 
Saribeth Dozier, Mike Farrell, Ken Garfi eld, 
Tom Harrall, Sue Knape, David Morton, 
Susan Wade and Jim Zopp.

To share an idea, reach Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

CHURCH SAFETY COMMITTEE
IS WEIGHING ALL OPTIONS

Turn inside for Instagram images from Easter Sunday.

Our Easter sunrise service brought the faithful to 
the columbarium. Photo by Bill Walton.

Continued Inside...



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Trula Sutton Booth, mother of  Larry Booth, grandmother of  
Michael Booth and Allison Laws and great-grandmother 
of  Lilly Ann Laws, who died on March 23, 2018. Pamela Sue 
Garvin Christensen, mother of  Shawna Allen and grandmother 
of  Menke and Izzy Allen, who died on April 1, 2018.

Babies 
Duke Henning Nordby, son of  Kelly and Matt Nordby, born on 
February 21, 2018. Maylin Marie Palmer, daughter of  Michelle 
and John Palmer, granddaughter of  Libby and Tom Palmer 
and great granddaughter of  Virginia and Tom Moore, born 

on February 28, 2018. Lucy Swain Cratch, daughter of  Madison 
and Robert Cratch, granddaughter of  Melody and Wayne 
Honeycutt and niece of  Elizabeth and Tyler Metcalfe, born 
on March 12, 2017. Anna Rees Scales, daughter of  Lindsay 
and Drew Scales, sister of  Cannon and Collier Scales, 
granddaughter of  Jean and Dave Cannon, niece of  Rees and 
Karen Cannon, Lisa and Logan Moon and Joanne and Jason 
Lindley, cousin of  David and Blair Cannon, Cole, Ashley and 
Knox Logan and Charlotte, Warren and Ashby Lindley and 
great niece of  John Weeks, born on March 17, 2018.

Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffi n reports on 
the fi fth-grade retreat to Chestnut Ridge Camp and Retreat Center in 
Efl and, N.C. To learn more about our fl ourishing ministry to children 
and families, visit www.myersparkumc.org/children.

Twenty-nine fi fth-graders and six adult chaperones 
(Angie Bryant, Sara Harb, James Johnson, Matt Daniels, 

Amy Harriman and myself) gathered for two special nights 
of  faith and fellowship. The children did service work 
on the farm by preparing fi elds for planting, planting 
blueberry bushes and moving manure. That last one is 
not your everyday church activity! Saturday afternoon, 
they participated in a low ropes challenge course in which 
they had to exhibit cooperation to complete challenges. 
We shared a lesson on how God provides in our lives, and 
enjoyed a Sunday worship service by the lake.

But let’s hear from the kids…

“The part I liked most was the community farm, where we 
got to make fl ower beds out of  horse manure, pull weeds 
and chase and catch chickens. I enjoyed the low ropes 
course, where we had to work together to complete a chal-
lenge. I liked that we got a chance to get to know each other 
better throughout the retreat.” – Anna Wall.

“When we went to the community farm, we gave our hearts 
to God by helping others. There was a really cool system 
where we put our waste. They use it to make food for the 
pigs. The worship by the lake was a great idea to bring us 
closer to God. The light of  God showed in all the activities 
we did, but mostly when the candle stayed lit, which showed 
us that God is always with us. This retreat will always be a 
mile marker in my life.” – Abigail Bryant.

“It was AWESOME!! Personally I do not have a lot of  
friends at church since I do not go to the same school as ev-
eryone else. So this was a great opportunity to meet people. 
Overall I had a great time. I can’t wait for the next retreat.”
 – Meredith Harb.

Fifth-Graders Shoveled What?
‘THIS RETREAT WILL ALWAYS BE 

A MILE MARKER IN MY LIFE’

Church member Jennifer Clutter, who works with our church’s Cub 
Scout Pack 3 for boys and girls in Grades 1-5, reports from the fi rst 
meeting open to girls. To learn more, reach her at jclutter@me.com.

The 13 girls who joined us all showed up to the meeting 
already knowing their oath and law. It was incredible! And 
we covered in 30 minutes what took, um, a little longer 
with the boys. It was so fun to hear the girls talk about their 
handbooks and the things they were looking forward to do-
ing. When I asked what they were looking forward to doing 
the most in Scouting, they said using a knife, working with 
animals and camping. They really want to go camping! 

I am so thankful for our supportive church and Cub Scout 
Pack. I had many parents of  Cub Scout boys come up and 
congratulate me on our strong group of  girls. Now the real 
work begins, keeping it fun and exciting so we are 13 or 
more strong again come autumn.

Our Cub Scout Pack 3
YOU GO, GIRLS

Sophie Davis, the daughter of  Jed and 
Chastity Davis, was among 20 church 
youth and four adults who went to the 
Aldersgate retirement community to 
play bingo and share fellowship with 
residents. Sophie, 14, is an eighth-
grader at Charlotte Country Day 
School. What a special moment Sophie 
experienced, as she shares here…

“I walked into a lady named 
Peggy’s room. I had been told 
she was having trouble swallow-

ing and was losing weight quickly. She said hello. My friends 
and I began making small talk with her about her life and 
family. It was St. Patrick’s Day. She asked me if  I was doing 
anything special that day. I said, ‘Nothing really special, but 
I am singing the national anthem after this (at the Charlotte 
Country Day baseball game).’ She smiled and asked me if  I 
would sing. I said ‘Of  course,’ that I needed to practice any-
way. I started singing the fi rst few lines of  The Star-Spangled 
Banner. She began to mouth the words, singing along with 
me. After I had fi nished, we said good-bye. I gave her a hug. 
She whispered, ‘Thank you for bringing music in here. That 
was beautiful.’”

‘THANK YOU FOR BRINGING MUSIC’

Scenes from the 5th Grade Retreat. Photos by Amy Harriman.

Our newest Cub Scouts at Myers Park United Methodist Church.

Sophie Davis

be an anchor tenant, its facility to include a performing arts 
center and fi tness/recreation space. Demolition begins soon. 
The 500-member congregation currently holds two worship 
services each Sunday in the movie theater at Phillips Place.

In an email to Dr. Howell, Rev. Kyle Thompson of  SouthPark 
Church thanked our congregation and church members Tom 
Eubanks and Ken Poe, Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 

and other Trustees and personnel for their graciousness. 
“There are a lot of  emotions involved,” Thompson wrote. 
“You have helped ease the hearts and minds of  those who 
have loved ones in the columbarium.”

Continued From The Front Page...

WELCOME, THE DEARLY DEPARTED...



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
MONDAY, APRIL 9
• Our series on breaking down the stigma surrounding mental 

illness ends with a workshop – Suicide Prevention: Ask A 
Question, Save A Life – at 6:30 p.m. in Room 103 of  the 
Parish Life Building. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/mental-
health to sign up. For child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 10
• The Wired 4 Ministry class offers the opportunity to un-

derstand how God wired you to make a difference through 
your spiritual gifts, heart, personality, abilities and experi-
ences. Classes are 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., and also 9:30 a.m. to 
noon Monday, April 23. Registration and pre-class exercises 
are required. Details: Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@
mpumc.org. You can also discover your spiritual gifts with 
the new online assessment at www.myersparkumc.org/
engage-serve/wired-4-ministry.

MONDAY, APRIL 16
• A class to learn CPR and how to use the AED defi brillators 

around the church is at 6:00 p.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Cost for the three-hour class is $30. For reser-
vations, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@
mpumc.org.

• Partnering with Opera Carolina and Community Building 
Initiative, the church will host a community dialogue at 6:30 
p.m. in Jubilee Hall around their upcoming production of  I 
Dream based on the life of  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The 
conversation will focus on making connections across racial, 
ethnic and cultural differences. Scenes from the new opera 
will be previewed. To learn more or RSVP, visit www.myer-
sparkumc.org/i-dream.

TUESDAY, APRIL 17
• Church member Justin Lenarcic and Rev. Parker Haynes are 

forming an uptown men’s group meeting Tuesdays at 7:00 
a.m. at Amelie’s French Bakery at 380 S. College St. The 
group will share fellowship and conversation for an hour. 
There is no curriculum. Men can come as often as they 
can. Details: Justin at jlenarcic@wellsfargo.com or Parker at 
parker@mpumc.org.

• UMAR holds its annual luncheon at Providence United 
Methodist Church, 2810 Providence Road. The art sale 
begins at 11:00 a.m. and the program at 12:15 p.m., all of  
it celebrating and raising money for the United Methodist 
agency that serves the intellectually and developmentally 
disabled. Details: 704-659-7632.

• The Caregivers Support Group meets at 11:30 a.m. in Room 
110 of  the Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
• Spiritual director Tambry Harris will lead a workshop from 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Build-
ing – Awakening Your Resurrection Story: A Women’s Day Of  
Renewal For Sexual Abuse Survivors. Sponsored by Adult Faith 
Formation, women can come and rewrite their #MeToo 
story of  sexual abuse or violence. Space is limited to 20. 
Cost is $100. Scholarships are available. Details: Tambry 
Harris at 704-281-9637 or tambryharris@bellsouth.net.

THURSDAY, APRIL 26
• Church members are invited to the Administrative Board 

dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
• The Children’s Circle Spring Carnival from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. in the church parking lot features rides, games, in-
fl atables, food and more. To volunteer or learn more, reach 
Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com or Millie 
Rayburn at millierayburn@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
• A Preparing For Baptism class at 11:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel 

is an essential fi rst step for those preparing for baptism for 
themselves or their children. No reservations are needed, 
except for child care – email jwentz@mpumc.org by April 24.



EASTER SUNDAY, 2018
What a glorious morning at Myers Park United Methodist Church as nearly 3,000 gathered to 

celebrate the resurrection in worship both solemn and exuberant. After each service, our rich 
tradition continued as the faithful gathered on the church lawn to fi ll the cross with fl owers, and to 
record the moment for posterity. These photos and many more were shared on Instagram. Tag us 
@myersparkumc in your church photos and we may repost them on Instagram or share them here 
in the Cornerstone. The Easter Sunday offering is going to community partners who work with people 
struggling with mental health, substance abuse or addiction.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Trula Sutton Booth, mother of  Larry Booth, grandmother of  
Michael Booth and Allison Laws and great-grandmother 
of  Lilly Ann Laws, who died on March 23, 2018. Pamela Sue 
Garvin Christensen, mother of  Shawna Allen and grandmother 
of  Menke and Izzy Allen, who died on April 1, 2018.

Babies 
Duke Henning Nordby, son of  Kelly and Matt Nordby, born on 
February 21, 2018. Maylin Marie Palmer, daughter of  Michelle 
and John Palmer, granddaughter of  Libby and Tom Palmer 
and great granddaughter of  Virginia and Tom Moore, born 

on February 28, 2018. Lucy Swain Cratch, daughter of  Madison 
and Robert Cratch, granddaughter of  Melody and Wayne 
Honeycutt and niece of  Elizabeth and Tyler Metcalfe, born 
on March 12, 2017. Anna Rees Scales, daughter of  Lindsay 
and Drew Scales, sister of  Cannon and Collier Scales, 
granddaughter of  Jean and Dave Cannon, niece of  Rees and 
Karen Cannon, Lisa and Logan Moon and Joanne and Jason 
Lindley, cousin of  David and Blair Cannon, Cole, Ashley and 
Knox Logan and Charlotte, Warren and Ashby Lindley and 
great niece of  John Weeks, born on March 17, 2018.

Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffi n reports on 
the fi fth-grade retreat to Chestnut Ridge Camp and Retreat Center in 
Efl and, N.C. To learn more about our fl ourishing ministry to children 
and families, visit www.myersparkumc.org/children.

Twenty-nine fi fth-graders and six adult chaperones 
(Angie Bryant, Sara Harb, James Johnson, Matt Daniels, 

Amy Harriman and myself) gathered for two special nights 
of  faith and fellowship. The children did service work 
on the farm by preparing fi elds for planting, planting 
blueberry bushes and moving manure. That last one is 
not your everyday church activity! Saturday afternoon, 
they participated in a low ropes challenge course in which 
they had to exhibit cooperation to complete challenges. 
We shared a lesson on how God provides in our lives, and 
enjoyed a Sunday worship service by the lake.

But let’s hear from the kids…

“The part I liked most was the community farm, where we 
got to make fl ower beds out of  horse manure, pull weeds 
and chase and catch chickens. I enjoyed the low ropes 
course, where we had to work together to complete a chal-
lenge. I liked that we got a chance to get to know each other 
better throughout the retreat.” – Anna Wall.

“When we went to the community farm, we gave our hearts 
to God by helping others. There was a really cool system 
where we put our waste. They use it to make food for the 
pigs. The worship by the lake was a great idea to bring us 
closer to God. The light of  God showed in all the activities 
we did, but mostly when the candle stayed lit, which showed 
us that God is always with us. This retreat will always be a 
mile marker in my life.” – Abigail Bryant.

“It was AWESOME!! Personally I do not have a lot of  
friends at church since I do not go to the same school as ev-
eryone else. So this was a great opportunity to meet people. 
Overall I had a great time. I can’t wait for the next retreat.”
 – Meredith Harb.

Fifth-Graders Shoveled What?
‘THIS RETREAT WILL ALWAYS BE 

A MILE MARKER IN MY LIFE’

Church member Jennifer Clutter, who works with our church’s Cub 
Scout Pack 3 for boys and girls in Grades 1-5, reports from the fi rst 
meeting open to girls. To learn more, reach her at jclutter@me.com.

The 13 girls who joined us all showed up to the meeting 
already knowing their oath and law. It was incredible! And 
we covered in 30 minutes what took, um, a little longer 
with the boys. It was so fun to hear the girls talk about their 
handbooks and the things they were looking forward to do-
ing. When I asked what they were looking forward to doing 
the most in Scouting, they said using a knife, working with 
animals and camping. They really want to go camping! 

I am so thankful for our supportive church and Cub Scout 
Pack. I had many parents of  Cub Scout boys come up and 
congratulate me on our strong group of  girls. Now the real 
work begins, keeping it fun and exciting so we are 13 or 
more strong again come autumn.

Our Cub Scout Pack 3
YOU GO, GIRLS

Sophie Davis, the daughter of  Jed and 
Chastity Davis, was among 20 church 
youth and four adults who went to the 
Aldersgate retirement community to 
play bingo and share fellowship with 
residents. Sophie, 14, is an eighth-
grader at Charlotte Country Day 
School. What a special moment Sophie 
experienced, as she shares here…

“I walked into a lady named 
Peggy’s room. I had been told 
she was having trouble swallow-

ing and was losing weight quickly. She said hello. My friends 
and I began making small talk with her about her life and 
family. It was St. Patrick’s Day. She asked me if  I was doing 
anything special that day. I said, ‘Nothing really special, but 
I am singing the national anthem after this (at the Charlotte 
Country Day baseball game).’ She smiled and asked me if  I 
would sing. I said ‘Of  course,’ that I needed to practice any-
way. I started singing the fi rst few lines of  The Star-Spangled 
Banner. She began to mouth the words, singing along with 
me. After I had fi nished, we said good-bye. I gave her a hug. 
She whispered, ‘Thank you for bringing music in here. That 
was beautiful.’”

‘THANK YOU FOR BRINGING MUSIC’

Scenes from the 5th Grade Retreat. Photos by Amy Harriman.

Our newest Cub Scouts at Myers Park United Methodist Church.

Sophie Davis

be an anchor tenant, its facility to include a performing arts 
center and fi tness/recreation space. Demolition begins soon. 
The 500-member congregation currently holds two worship 
services each Sunday in the movie theater at Phillips Place.

In an email to Dr. Howell, Rev. Kyle Thompson of  SouthPark 
Church thanked our congregation and church members Tom 
Eubanks and Ken Poe, Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 

and other Trustees and personnel for their graciousness. 
“There are a lot of  emotions involved,” Thompson wrote. 
“You have helped ease the hearts and minds of  those who 
have loved ones in the columbarium.”
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Sometimes questions are more insightful than answers. At the last 
gathering of  Forward, the ministry for fourth- and fi fth-graders, the older 
kids were invited to write down questions on their mind. Share these with 
your Sunday School class or small group and let the conversation ensue, 
for it’s often children who cut to the heart of  what we believe, or wonder 
about…
Why does God let bad stuff  happen?
How can I control my anger emotions?
How did someone ever come up with the name God?
Did God ever get upset with anyone?
Were dinosaurs before God?
How can I be better at praying?
Why were there no basketballs?

Fifth-graders also shared prayer concerns…
Pray for my grandfather in heaven.
Pray for oil not to be dumped in the ocean.
Pray for everyone who has heart disease.
Pray for people who have had their houses destroyed by 
hurricanes, fl oods, tornadoes, etc.
Dear God, please help me not get nervous on the science test 
this Thursday. It is a big test. Amen.
Forward is for fourth- and fi fth-graders – “tweens” who are 
moving from childhood to adolescence. The group meets 
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. the fi rst Sunday of  each month 
for fellowship and fun (and meaningful) activities. Details: 
Director of  Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-
4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

QUESTIONS ABOUT GOD, 
BAD STUFF AND BASKETBALLS

The last members of  the Sharon United 
Methodist Church family have left the 
soon-to-be-leveled campus, thanks to 
the hospitality of  Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. The remains of  39 dearly 
departed souls, resting in peace in urns, 
were transferred from the columbarium 
of  the “ski slope” church into available 
niches in our columbarium. Here they will 
remain until SouthPark Church, as it is now 
known, returns to its campus (and new 
columbarium) across from SouthPark mall 
in late 2020. Friends and loved ones are 
welcome to come and savor the peace and 
quiet of  our columbarium setting.

SouthPark Church is partnering with real 
estate developer Childress Klein Properties 

to transform its seven-acre site into a 
mixed-use development with residences, 
retail, offi ces and a hotel. The church will 

WELCOME, 
THE DEARLY DEPARTED

At the heart of  our congregation’s racial reconciliation efforts are Pass 
The Peace dinners bringing together members of  our church, St. Mark’s 
United Methodist and Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department for 
dinner, fellowship and conversation. To learn more about this and other 
efforts to bring us together, reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.
com or visit www.myersparkumc.org/race. Here, Church member Scott 
McKnight shares his Pass The Peace refl ections.
“After two meetings with our group, bonds of  friendship 
and humor are forming beautifully. Everyone remembered 
everyone else’s name, and there were hugs of  greeting all 
around. I wish I had my camera handy to captured one of  
our uniformed offi cers exchanging a ‘bro’ hug’ with one 
of  our youth. It could have been the poster image for this 

initiative. The prepared questions have been great guides. But 
there is so much natural, unprompted conversation that it 
actually takes a bit of  effort to get the group to focus on the 
questions. It’s a great problem to have in a program that seeks 
to build relationships and discussions across our demographic 
boundaries. Two other ideas have taken root to get our 
group outside of  these ‘offi cial’ dinners – Participating in a 
police/youth basketball tournament in April, and doing yoga 
together. As simple as the model is – sharing a meal with 
folks who aren’t like you – this is really working. Isn’t this 
something Jesus did?”

PASS THE PEACE: ‘Isn’t This Something Jesus Did?’

By Ken Garfi eld

A 13-member church safety committee is 
zeroing in on ways to make our faith home 
as safe as possible. The times leave us no 
choice.

The committee met for a second time, 
brainstorming ways to protect our faith 
home and the people who worship, study, 
work and visit here. Nothing has been 
decided. When it is, the news will be shared 
with the congregation. Nothing is off  the 
table, including greater police presence 
Sunday morning and during the week, and 
limiting the number of  public (unlocked) 
entrances to the church. A few behind-the-
scenes moves have already taken place. Plans 
are under way to remind staff, ushers and 
others what to do and who to contact in any 
emergency situation.

The committee is looking at what other 
churches do, and what we currently do. 
Conversation focused last time on making 
sure that the campus is safe and secure after 
regular offi ce hours, which might require 
hiring after-hours security until the doors are 
locked for the night. 

Also discussed was a practice embraced 
by other houses of  worship: Limiting the 
number of  entrances so everyone who 
walks in must stop and make their presence 
known. This would include night meetings, 
rehearsals and the like.

The committee agreed that the church must 
balance hospitality and openness to all with 
safety and security for all. Someone asked 
what a visitor might say if  he or she walks 
through the main entrance to the Parish Life 
Building after 5:00 p.m. and is greeted by 
a uniformed offi cer. Given the widespread 
(and justifi ed) concern these days, the 
committee hopes the answer will be 
“Thank you.”

Committee members include laity and staff: 
Annie Albini, Megan Argabrite, Robert 
Aycock, Peg Broughton, John Clarkson, 
Saribeth Dozier, Mike Farrell, Ken Garfi eld, 
Tom Harrall, Sue Knape, David Morton, 
Susan Wade and Jim Zopp.

To share an idea, reach Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

CHURCH SAFETY COMMITTEE
IS WEIGHING ALL OPTIONS

Turn inside for Instagram images from Easter Sunday.

Our Easter sunrise service brought the faithful to 
the columbarium. Photo by Bill Walton.
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