
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

April 29, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary  

 On The Third Day (8:30) Allen Pote 

 Prelude on Eventide (9:45, 11:00) Diane Bish 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

We come with joy to this celebration of God’s love!  

Open our hearts, Lord, to receive it.  

We come with hope to this witness to God’s power!  

Challenge and encourage our spirits to serve you, Lord.  

We come with a willingness to proclaim God’s presence to all.  

Today, we will worship, witness and serve. 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 139  

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

Prayer of Confession   

Loving God, the source of our life stems from Jesus,  

   who proclaimed "I am the true vine."   

Far too often we have chosen the gnarled  

   and knotted existence of anger, alienation, and bitterness.  

We have twisted words of caring  

   into words of self-preservation and self-interest.  

In your forgiving love, prune this bitter direction from our lives.  

Help us to remain rooted in you,  

   that we may grow and faithfully serve you. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Gospel Reading John 15:1-8 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Offertory  

For The Music Of Creation (8:30) Allen Pote 

For the music of creation, for the song your spirit sings, 

for your sound’s divine expression, burst of joy in living things: 

God, our God, the world’s composer, hear us, echoes of your voice, 

music is your art, your glory, let the human heart rejoice! 

 

Psalms and symphonies exalt you, drum and trumpet, string and reed, 

simple melodies acclaim you, tunes that rise from deepest need, 

hymns of longing and belonging, carols from a cheerful throat, 

lilt of lullaby and love song catching heaven in a note. 

 

All the voice of the ages in transcendent chorus meet, 

worship lifting up  the senses, hands that praise, and dancing feet; 

over discord and division music speaks your joy and peace, 

harmony of earth and heaven, song of God that cannot cease! 

 

The Road Home (9:45, 11:00) Stephen Paulus 

Tell me where is the road I can call my own, 

that I left, that I lost so long ago? 

All these years I have wandered, 

oh when will I know there’s a way, 

there’s a road that will lead me home? 

 

After wind, after rain, when the dark is done, 

as I wake from a dream in the gold of day, 

through the air there’s a calling 

from far away, there’s a voice 

I can hear that will lead me home. 

 

Rise up, follow me, come away is the call, 

with love in your heart as the only song; 

there is no such beauty as where you belong, 

rise up, follow me, I will lead you home. 
 



 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication   

 

 Recognition of High School Seniors   

 

 Congregational Response  

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news  

   and live according to the example of Christ.   

We will surround these graduates  

   with a community of love and forgiveness  

   that they may grow in their faith journey.  

We will pray for them, that they may be disciples 

   who walk in the way that leads to Christ. 

 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Hymn No. 593  

Here I Am, Lord HERE I AM, LORD 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister 

Lauren Stines, Director of Youth Ministries 

 

LAY READER 

Meg Smith (8:30), Skyler Burris (9:45), Ben Poole (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 
James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth (8:30) 
Youth Choir (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Jack Griffith (8:30), Wray Farlow (9:45), Isabelle Oxrider (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Andrew O’Brien and Nathan Sherman (8:30) 

Mali Smit and Claire Grimes (9:45) 

James Gourlay and Alex Cory (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Jack Herring (8:30), Liza Grimes (9:45), Nelson Daniels (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TODAY AT MYERS PARK  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

WELCOME! We are so thankful you are here worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary narthex. To learn more about our 

church, reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org. 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org


 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of the marriage of Whitney Myers and Will Maness on Saturday in our 

Sanctuary. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY This morning at all four services, we 

celebrate a tender church tradition – Senior Recognition Sunday, when we pledge 

our love and continuing support to our graduating high school seniors while 

wrapping them in a special blanket. Enjoy the special insert in this morning’s 

worship bulletin, lifting up our wonderful young people. 

 

PREPARING FOR BAPTISM Each spring and fall, our church will offer a class 

as an essential first step for those who are preparing for baptism for themselves or 

their children. If you are expecting a child or hope to be soon, if you just welcomed 

a child, if you are new to faith or if you want to deepen your understanding of this 

holy sacrament, join us at 11:00 a.m. this morning in Francis Chapel. 

 

COMPUTERS WILL BE DOWN! The server that runs the church’s computer 

system will be replaced starting Tuesday, May 8, an operation we hope to complete 

by May 11 or 12. While church members and others should see minimal impact, 

and the church website will be up and running, it may take staffers longer to 

respond to an email. Our phone system will not be affected. If you have a question 

or an issue, or need to share urgent news such as a death in the family, call 704-

376-8584 and we will get you the help you need. 

 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist


 

LIVE STREAMING ON SUNDAY Can’t make it to worship? Watch and listen 

each week to our 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service at www.myersparkumc.org. The 

worship bulletin is also available via the live streaming link. 

 

CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The annual Memorial Day Church Weekend at 

Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains is May 25-27, a wonderful time of fellowship, 

faith and fun for families and individuals. Deadline to sign up is May 15. Register 

at www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 or 

aharriman@mpumc.org. 

 

SIGN UP FOR VBS BY MONDAY You can sign up your child through Monday, 

April 30, for Vacation Bible School, set for June 18-21 for preschool through fifth 

grade. The theme is Rolling River Rampage. Sign up at 

www.myersparkumc.org/children. To volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at 

vbsjennross@gmail.com. 

 

CENTERING PRAYER Centering Prayer is available each Wednesday from 

11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel. Come as you are and receive refreshment for 

the soul. 

 
 

SERVING OTHERS… 
PROJECT AGAPE Families and individuals are invited to participate in Project 

Agape at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, May 6, in the Parish Life Building basement, 

assembling Agape Kits (bottled water, gum and more) for folks to hand out to 

people in need in and around Charlotte. Participants will also enjoy the fellowship 

of a pizza lunch. RSVP the names of adults and names and ages of children who 

plan to participate to heidi@mpumc.org by May 1. To contribute supplies, sign up 

at www.myersparkumc.org/children. 

ZOE KENYA REFLECTION WITH DR. HOWELL Join us at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, May 14, in Francis Chapel as Dr. Howell and fellow travelers host an 

evening of celebration and reflection on their trip to Kenya to support our partner 

ZOE. Questions about ZOE? Contact Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org 

or Brandon Lowery at bdlowery@gmail.com or visit www.wearezoe.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/
http://www.myersparkumc.org/children
mailto:aharriman@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/children
mailto:vbsjennross@gmail.com
mailto:heidi@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/children
mailto:nathan@mpumc.org
mailto:bdlowery@gmail.com
http://www.wearezoe.org/


FREEDOM SCHOOL 2018  Be part of the energy and joy of Freedom 

School.  Join us for our 12th summer of this ministry, June 18 to July 27 at 

Sedgefield Middle School.  Learn how you can serve with our scholars and interns 

by coordinating snacks, planning celebrations, sharing your talents through 

extracurricular classroom activities and more. Serve once, weekly or all summer 

long. Look for signups in mid-May. Questions? Reach Freedom School lay leader 

Susan Lupo at selupo14@gmail.com. Also, consider buying extra art supplies. 

We’ll be collecting crayons, colored pencils, markers, construction paper and glue 

sticks throughout May.  

APRIL COLLECTION: READING GLASSES Urban Ministry Center needs 

reading glasses for neighbors experiencing homelessness. Donate new or like-new 

reading glasses in the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby. Details: Megan Jones at 

mjones@mpumc.org.  

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support partners like The Learning Collaborative, which 

provides free preschool to families in the Grier Heights community while 

equipping parents to be their children’s best advocates. Give to Jubilee Plus! year-

round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church 

with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail to the 

church. 

SUPPORT OUR SEDGEFIELD CHILDREN Support our children by filling 

one of the greatest needs at CMS. You are invited inside the classroom at 

Sedgefield Middle School, where test proctors are required each day from 8:30 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. May 23-25 and May 29 to June 1. To learn more or sign up, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/test-proctors. Details: Melissa Arellano or Keith Andrews 

at 980-343-5840.   

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING COMMUNITIES OPEN HOUSE SHC bought a 

32-unit apartment complex at 2314 St. Johns Church Rd. to provide affordable 

housing for chronically homeless individuals and families living with disabilities. 

SHC will host a drop-in open house with a buffet lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Saturday, May 5, for supporters, partner agencies, elected officials and 

community members to learn more about this cutting-edge approach to end 

homelessness in Charlotte. RSVP to Malia Suhren at malia@aplacetoliveagain.org. 

SERVE DINNER AT MEN’S SHELTER Our church has two opportunities each 

month to prepare and serve at the Men's Shelter of Charlotte: The first Wednesday 

of each month at the Men's Shelter at a satellite location while the North Tryon 

Street location is being renovated, and the second Tuesday of each month at the 

Men's Shelter at 3410 Statesville Ave. You'll serve with a team of 

church  members for about an hour and a half. Reach Megan Jones at 

mjones@mpumc.org to sign up or learn more. 
 

mailto:selupo14@gmail.com
mailto:mjones@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus
http://www.myersparkumc.org/test-proctors
mailto:malia@aplacetoliveagain.org
mailto:mjones@mpumc.org


WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 

SHARE YOUR GRAD NEWS We love sharing news of your college and grad 

school graduate in the Cornerstone church newsletter, plus news of those serving 

our country in the military. Send your student’s name, parents’ names, school, 

major and future plans to Director of Communications Ken Garfield at 

ken@mpumc.org. 

UPTOWN MEN’S GROUP MEETS TUESDAYS Church member Justin 

Lenarcic and Rev. Parker Haynes have formed an uptown men’s group meeting 

Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. at Amelie’s French Bakery at 380 S. College St. The group 

meets for an hour, sharing fellowship and conversation. There is no curriculum. 

Men are welcome to come as often as they can. Details: Justin at 

jlenarcic@wellsfargo.com or Parker at parker@mpumc.org. 

YOUNG ADULTS NEWS A few tickets remain for the Charlotte Knights 

baseball game at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 1, at BB&T Ballpark uptown as young 

adults take youth from The Relatives to the game. Tickets are $10. Email Director 

of Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org for a ticket. 

Also: Young adults are invited to a pre-Memorial Day cookout from 2:00 to 4:00 

p.m. Sunday, May 20, at E.B. Moore Park (901 Marsh Road). A speaker from The 

Whole Tulip will talk with moms’ groups at 10:45 a.m. Thursday, May 31, in 

Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. The topic: Self-care for mom and nutrition 

for the entire family. For child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: 

Hamburgers and hot dogs with fixings, potato salad, baked beans, desserts and ice 

cream. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 

(option six) by noon each Tuesday. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children and $25 

for family (two adults and three children under age 12). The Goodness Gracious! 

shop in the Parish Life lobby – where sales support outreach – is open until 7:30 

p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD All are welcome to attend the Administrative 

Board dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, in Room 103 of the Parish 

Life Building. 

COMMUNITY MEETING MAY 3 A meeting at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 3, in 

Jubilee Hall, required by city zoning regulations, will allow the congregation and 

community to learn more about the rezoning petition filed with the city in 

connection with possible building expansion. The church has asked for an increase 

of about 100,000 square feet of building area, and an increase in building height 

for the portion of the campus occupied by the Youth Building. Also requested: A 

change from conditional zoning to multi-use type zoning. A church committee 

is  exploring possible building expansion. No decisions have been made. This 

hearing is part of the process. 

mailto:ken@mpumc.org
mailto:jlenarcic@wellsfargo.com
mailto:parker@mpumc.org
mailto:jessica@mpumc.org
mailto:jwentz@mpumc.org
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FORWARD BOWLING PARTY Forward, our new group for fourth- and fifth-

graders, will hold its end-of-year party at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, May 6, at 10 Park 

Lanes bowling alley at 1700 Montford Drive. All fourth- and fifth-graders are 

invited. The group will resume in autumn. To register for the bowling party or 

learn more, reach Director of Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-

4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org. 

NOVA VOCE IN CONCERT Nova Voce, Charlotte’s women’s vocal ensemble 

under the direction of our own Margaret Carpenter Haigh, will present Seasons’ 

Songs: Sounds Of Spring And Summer at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 10, in the 

Sanctuary. Violinist Angela Watson will be featured. Tickets at $15 will be sold at 

the door. Details: www.NovaVoce.org. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT The Caregivers Support Group, open to all, will meet 

at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 15, in Room 107 of the Parish Life Building. Details: 

Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 

mailto:aharriman@mpumc.org
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