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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

April 15, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 Gathering Music  

 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Introit  

 Rockin’ Jerusalem Traditional/arr. S.V. Gibbs 

 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

We are called to be God’s children. 

God’s love has been poured on us through Jesus Christ. 

Fear and doubt are gone! 

Joy and celebration ring in our hearts! 

Come, let us raise our voices in song. 

We offer our hearts and souls to God in prayer and praise. 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 307  

Christ Is Risen alt. tune: HYMN TO JOY 

Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!  

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed.  

In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.  

Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 

 

Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.  

Walk with gladness in the morning.  

See what love can do and dare.  

Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend;  

Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end. 

 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same.  

Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.  

Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!”  

God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone! 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  From the Church in Kenya 

Merciful God, 

   help us come to you as children willing to be shaped. 

From the cowardice that does not face new truths, 

   from the laziness that is content with half-truths, 

   from the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth, 

   deliver us today, Lord, 

   that we may love and grow in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45, 11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45, 11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

Anthem  

Great God Almighty arr. S.V. Gibbes 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Epistle Reading 1 John 3:1-18 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Sermon Response  

Hear My Prayer  Moses Hogan 

O Lord, please hear my prayer, in the morning when I rise. 

It’s your servant bound for glory.  O Lord, please hear my prayer. 

 

O Lord, please hear my prayer.  Keep me safe within your arms. 

It’s your servant bound for glory.  O Lord, please hear my prayer. 

 

When my work on earth is done, and you come to take me home. 

Just to know I’m bound for glory.  And to hear you say well done. 

Done with sin and sorrow, have mercy.  Amen. 

 



 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Offertory  

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing arr. Mack Wilberg 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 

praise the mount!  I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I’m come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Prone to wander Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication   
 

 

 

 

 

 



WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Hymn No. 98  

To God Be The Glory TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

LAY READER 

Jan Nomina (8:30), Jennifer Harmeling (9:45), Reid Weikel (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

D’Walla Simmons Burke, conductor 
The Winston-Salem State University Choir 

Chamber Singers 






CRUCIFERS 

Matthew Buie (8:30), Davis Warren (9:45), Jackson Willis (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Micah Wilson and Virginia Ogburn (8:30) 

David Felkner and Catherine Felkner (9:45) 

Elizabeth Willis and Nick Janak (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Joanna Ogburn (8:30), Kate Mattei (9:45), Lucy Reynolds (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

TODAY AT MYERS PARK  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOME! We are so thankful you are here worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary narthex. Our next Discover Myers 

Park class to learn about our church is at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, April 22, in Room 

110 of the Parish Life Building. No reservations are needed, join us and get to 

know us better! 

WELCOME, WINSTON-SALEM STATE CHOIR This morning, we welcome 

the Winston-Salem State University Choir under the direction of D’Walla 

Simmons Burke, whose talented members will share their gifts at the three 

Sanctuary services. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 9:45 a.m. service is Paul Camden Meland Nelson, son of Katie and Erik 

Nelson; at the 11:00 a.m. service are Cannon McLaughlin Craig, son of Laura 

Jane and Daniel Craig; Layla Grace Kasza, daughter of Ruth and Nicholas Kasza; 

and Avery-Rose Klara Kuehl, daughter of Angela and Tobi Kuehl. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY Senior Recognition Sunday, that 

wonderful church tradition when we pledge our love and support to high school 

seniors (and wrap them in blankets!), is April 29. Seniors should sign up (and 

choose which service to attend) at www.mpumcyouth.org. Details: Ellen Spence at 

ellenspence@mpumc.org. 

http://www.mpumcyouth.org/
mailto:ellenspence@mpumc.org


SUPPORT OUR SEDGEFIELD CHILDREN Support our children by filling 

one of the greatest needs at CMS. Set aside time to serve as an end-of-year test 

proctor in May at Sedgefield Elementary or Sedgefield Middle School. Visit 

www.cmsvolunteers.com to begin the required volunteer screening.  

MAKE SANDWICHES FOR URBAN MINISTRY Each day, Urban Ministry 

Center needs hundreds of sandwiches to serve our neighbors. We make as many 

sandwiches as we can the third Monday of each month in Jubilee Hall. Each person 

who signs up pitches in with bread, PB&J and/or turkey and cheese. Meet at 9:00 

a.m. in Jubilee Hall for an hour. Two or three lay servants are needed each month 

to drop off sandwiches at Urban Ministry Center. Details: Martha Abbey at 704-

264-6892. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The convenient Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space. 

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support partners like Refugee Support Services, which helps 

newly-arrived refugees make Charlotte their new home by facilitating programs 

and relationships that promote self-sufficiency and enrich our community. Give 

to Jubilee Plus! year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check 

to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or 

mail to the church. 

 
 
 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 

CPR/AED CLASS A class to learn CPR and how to use the AED defibrillators 

that are around the church is at 6:00 p.m. Monday, April 16, in Room 103 of the 

Parish Life Building. Cost for the three-hour class is $30. For reservations, reach 

Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

 

 

http://www.cmsvolunteers.comn/
http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist
http://www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus
mailto:crivera@mpumc.org


UPTOWN MEN’S GROUP MEETS TUESDAY Church member Justin 

Lenarcic and Rev. Parker Haynes are forming an uptown men’s group that will 

meet Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. starting April 17 at Amelie’s French Bakery at 380 S. 

College St. The group will meet for an hour, sharing fellowship and conversation. 

There is no curriculum. Men are welcome to come as often as they can. Details: 

Justin at jlenarcic@wellsfargo.com or Parker at parker@mpumc.org. 

FRIENDS OF UMAR LUNCH The annual Friends Of UMAR lunch to support 

the United Methodist ministry to the intellectually and developmentally disabled is 

Tuesday, April 17, at Providence United Methodist, 2810 Providence Road. The 

sale of art created by UMAR clients starts at 11:00 a.m. and the luncheon program 

at 12:15 p.m. Details: 704-659-7632. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP The Caregivers Support Group meets at 

11:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 17, in Room 110 of the Parish Life Building, offering 

caregivers the chance to share their experiences. Details: Parish Nurse Susan 

Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Taco 

Night – chicken strips, seasoned beef, taco shells, lettuce, cheese, sour cream, 

salsa, Spanish rice, black beans, desserts and ice cream. Make reservations at 

HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each 

Tuesday. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children and $25 for family (two adults and 

three children under age 12). The Goodness Gracious! shop in the Parish Life 

lobby – where sales support outreach – is open until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when 

H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool Spring Carnival is 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 28, in the church parking lot (indoors in bad 

weather) with rides, games, inflatables, food and fun for the entire community. To 

help, reach Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com or Millie Rayburn at 

millierayburn@gmail.com. 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD All are welcome to attend the Administrative 

Board dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, in Room 103 of the Parish 

Life Building. Come learn about the church business and ministries and ask 

questions. 

FORWARD BOWLING PARTY Forward, our new group for fourth- and fifth-

graders, will hold its end-of-year party at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, May 6, at 10 Park 

Lanes bowling alley at 1700 Montford Drive. All fourth- and fifth-graders are 

invited. The group will resume in autumn. To register for the bowling party or 

learn more, reach Director of Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman at 704-295-

4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org. 

mailto:jlenarcic@wellsfargo.com
mailto:parker@mpumc.org
mailto:smobley@mpumc.org
mailto:HotWednesday@mpumc.org
mailto:sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com
mailto:millierayburn@gmail.com
mailto:aharriman@mpumc.org


CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The annual Memorial Day Church Weekend at 

Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains is May 25-27, a wonderful time of fellowship, 

faith and fun for families and individuals. Deadline to sign up is May 15. Register 

starting Monday at www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Amy Harriman at 

704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org. 

SIGN UP FOR PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Students in rising Grades 2-8 can 

sign up for the annual Performing Arts Camp set for 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. July 30 

to August 3 at the church. Participants will present The Tale of Three Trees. 

Register at www.myersparkumc.org (MyMPUMC) by July 15. 

 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 

As a going-away gift to us, Dr. Melanie Dobson will offer one-hour sessions of 

Spiritual Direction by appointment through June 1. According to Saint John of the 

Cross, spiritual direction is a Christian who watches in amazement the marvels of 

God as they unfold in another’s heart. Together, the director and directee explore 

the meaning of the Spirit’s workings in a person’s life. Melanie leaves us in late 

June to begin a new professorship at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in 

Columbia. Schedule a spiritual direction with Melanie at 704-295-4840 or 

melanie@mpumc.org. 

 

WOMEN’S DAY OF RENEWAL Spiritual director Tambry Harris will lead a 

workshop from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 21, in Room 110 in the 

Parish Life Building – Awakening Your Resurrection Story: A Women’s Day Of 

Renewal For Sexual Abuse Survivors. Sponsored by our Adult Faith Formation 

ministry, women are welcome to come and rewrite their #MeToo story of sexual 

abuse or violence. Space is limited to 20. Cost is $100, with scholarships available. 

Details: Tambry Harris at 704-281-9637 or tambryharris@bellsouth.net. 

WIRED 4 MINISTRY The Wired 4 Ministry class offers the opportunity to 

understand how God “wired” you to make a difference through your spiritual gifts, 

heart, personality, abilities and experiences. The next class is 9:30 a.m. to noon 

Monday, April 23. Registration and pre-class exercises are required. Details: Carol 

Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org. 

ONLINE SPIRITUAL GIFTS ASSESSMENT Are you hospitable? 

Administrative? Helpful? Discover your spiritual gifts with the new online 

assessment at www.myersparkumc.org/engage-serve/wired-4-ministry. 
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PREPARING FOR BAPTISM Each spring and fall, our church will offer a class 

as an essential first step for those who are preparing for baptism for themselves or 

their children. If you are expecting a child or hope to be soon, if you just welcomed 

a child, if you are new to faith or if you want to deepen your understanding of this 

holy sacrament, join us at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, April 29, in Francis Chapel. For 

child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org. 

SIGN UP FOR VBS You can sign up your child now through April 30 for 

Vacation Bible School, set for June 18-21 for preschool through fifth grade. The 

theme is Rolling River Rampage. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/children. To 

volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 
MONDAY: “I DREAM” COMMUNITY DIALOGUE We are thrilled to 

partner with Opera Carolina to present a community dialogue around their 

upcoming production of I Dream based on the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at 

6:30 p.m. Monday, April 16, in Jubilee Hall. The dialogue, presented with the 

Community Building Initiative, seeks to build connections across racial, ethnic, 

religious and socioeconomic lines, around the context of Dr. King’s life and the 

civil rights movement. We will preview scenes from this new opera, then 

participate in table conversations. To learn more or RSVP, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/i-dream. 

FREEDOM SCHOOL 2018 Planning is under way for our 12th summer of 

Freedom School, June 18 to July 27. Lay servants interested in coordinating 

classroom supply shopping or sharing a deeper relationship with Freedom School 

interns can reach co-chair Susan Scott at sgsphotography@gmail.com.  

APRIL COLLECTION: READING GLASSES Urban Ministry Center needs 

reading glasses to distribute to our neighbors experiencing homelessness. Donate 

new or like-new reading glasses in the marked bin in the Parish Life Building 

lobby. Details: Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org.  

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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