
Purchase an Easter lily 
now in honor or memory 
of  a loved one. Place 
your order at www.
myersparkumc.org or 
send a check for $15 per 
lily to the church along 
with the name of  the 
person you are honoring/
remembering. Dedications 
will be shared in the 
Easter Sunday (April 1) 
bulletins. Turn inside for 
the complete schedule 
of  Holy Week worship 
services and related 
information. Remember 
to arrive early for worship 
throughout the busy, 
beautiful week. Happy 
Easter.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

COMMUNICATIONS HONORS, KRISTEN 

• Our Adult Faith Formation ministry will help sponsor 
a retreat from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 
21, in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. The title 
– Awakening Your Resurrection Story: A Women’s Day Of  
Renewal For Sexual Abuse Survivors. The theme – Giving 
women a chance to rewrite their #MeToo story of  sexual 
abuse or violence. The gathering will be facilitated by 
life coach Tambry Harris. Cost is $100. Scholarships 
are available. Space is limited to 20. To sign up or learn 
more, reach Tambry at 704-281-9637 or tambryharris@
bellsouth.net.

• The church’s Wesley Foundation Subcommittee for 
Planned Giving has established special recognition for 
individuals or families who have made a planned gift 

or made known their intention to commit to a gift by 
the end of  2018. They’ll be included as a “Founding 
Member” of  the Wesley Circle. The fi rst list of  donors 
will be shared with the congregation this spring. Those 
who have made a planned gift to the church should let 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier know. Reach her at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. Those who wish 
to remain anonymous can do so. The mechanism for 
planned giving is the Wesley Foundation. Details: www.
myersparkumc.org/give.

• Please let the church know when you or a loved one is 
in the hospital or has had a baby, so that we can respond 
with the appropriate kindness. Call 704-376-8584.

A #METOO RETREAT, WESLEY CIRCLE

Our Lenten series – “Mental Health: A Journey 
Toward Wholeness For All” – brought us together 
in substantial numbers to address a diffi cult topic. 
The goal? To break down the stigma surrounding 
mental illness, and to explore how the church can 
help. Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley – who helped organize the program with 
Dr. Melanie Dobson and Ministry Assistant 
Christine Mull – refl ect on the experience. Our 
thanks to a lay team of  mental health professionals 
in the congregation who helped with plans.

The interest and engagement of  our 
congregation and community has been 
amazing. Clearly we struck a chord with 
those whose lives are touched by this 
issue. Hopefully those who attended these 
offerings are starting to feel as comfortable 
talking about depression, anxiety and 
substance abuse as they are pneumonia, 
cancer and the common cold. This was 
one of  our goals. As counselor Justin Perry 
pointed out on the opening night, we can’t 
“fi x” this health issue. But we can create a 
safe place for conversation and caring. What 
better place to do that than in our faith 
communities.

What now?

We will continue to look at mental health 
issues, and the role that our congregation 

can play in raising awareness and helping 
those faced with the challenge. One in four 
adults are impacted by mental illness. We 
welcome your ideas on where to go next, 
whether small-group discussions, speakers, 
support groups or something else.

Together, unafraid, we’ll keep at it.

The class on Suicide Prevention has been rescheduled 
for 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 9, in Room 103 
of  the Parish Life Building. Sign up at www.
myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth. For child care, 
email jwentz@mpumc.org. Need to talk further? 
Connect with a Stephen Minister, laity trained to 
offer one-on-one care and a listening ear? Reach Rev. 
Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 
Look to the next Intersection church magazine for 
more on the Lenten series.

JOURNEY TOWARD WHOLENESS
IS JUST BEGINNING. JOIN US.

• The church’s Communications Ministry led by Ken 
Garfi eld and Melissa McGill, and Youth Coordinator 
Ellen Spence took home fi ve awards in the United 
Methodist Association of  Communicators’ annual 
competition. Melissa won fi rst place for a series of  
articles on our middle school youth that appeared in the 
Cornerstone, plus second place in social media for our 
church’s Instagram offering on www.myersparkumc.org. 
Ellen won third place in special publications for the youth 
magazine she produced, #PARKLIFE. The Cornerstone 
captured second place in newsletters, and Intersection third 
place in magazines.

• Former Children’s Ministries staffer Kristen Surratt 
was approved by the Board of  Ordained Ministry 
for commissioning as a Provisional Deacon, set for 
Annual Conference in June. She graduated from Duke 
Divinity School in May 2017. She serves as Director of  
Discipleship Ministries at First United Methodist Church 
in Belmont, whose Senior Pastor is Rev. George Ragsdale.

• We note with sadness the passing of  Bishop L. Bevel 
“Bev” Jones III on March 6 due to complications from 
dementia. He was 91. Bev, as he was known, led the 
Western North Carolina Conference from 1984 until he 
retired in 1996.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Ross Delbert Winegardner, father of  Brian Winegardner and 
husband of  Marilyn Winegardner, who died on March 3, 
2018. Jesse Moore Barton Jr., father of  Suzy Ohl and grandfather 
of  Katy Moore, Sara Ohl and Christopher Ohl, who died 
on March 3, 2018. Susan Shipp, mother of  Scott Shipp and 
grandmother of  Olivia, Abby and Ethan Shipp, who died 
on March 8, 2018. Timothy Truitt Mizelle, son-in-law of  David 
and Betsy Baker, brother-in-law of  David and Kate Baker, 
husband of  Elizabeth Baker Mizelle, father of  Calla, Celia and 
Maddie Mizelle and brother-in-law of  Elaine Baker Hall, who 
died on March 10, 2018. Andrew “Andy” Lee Sayrs, son of  Jim 
and Susan Sayrs and brother of  Stephen Sayrs, who died on 
March 12, 2018.  

Babies 
Greyson Watson Screen, son of  Katherine and Stephen Screen 
and grandson of  Ginger Watson, born on January 7, 2018. 
Carter Thomas Arledge, son of  Molly and Nathan Arledge and 
nephew of  Mandy Carlberg and Isaac Arledge, born on March 
6, 2018.

Weddings 
Allison Shannon and Thomas Lankford, married on March 10, 
2018, at the church. Kathryn S. McGovern and William G. 
Granger, married on March 17, 2018, at the church. Whitney 
Caudle and B.J. Kelly, married on March 17, 2018, at the church.

Children’s Ministries is recruiting Sunday School teachers for preschool 
through fi fth grade for the 2018-19 school year. What better way to 
inspire laypersons to serve than to share this sweet story from longtime 
Sunday School kindergarten teacher Valerie Rhymer. Interested in 
learning more or signing up? Reach Heidi Giffi n at 704-295-4805 
or heidi@mpumc.org.

“I’ve had the joy of  teaching Elementary Sunday School 
at our church for seven years. One Sunday during my fi rst 
year, the Scripture from Joshua referred to the notion 
of  handing your fears over to God. I taught the lesson. 
Afterward, the children responded by drawing pictures or 
writing about what they had learned. One boy was folding 
a paper airplane. Naturally I fussed at him, saying, ‘How 
does a paper airplane relate to the story we just heard?’ He 
replied: ‘Well, next week my family is going on a trip. It will 
be my fi rst time in an airplane and I’m scared. I made this 
to try to be brave, like it said in the story.’ Those kinds of  
stories remind me that children can respond to Bible stories 
in deeply personal ways. If  fear is holding you back from 
becoming a Sunday School teacher, fold up a plane and 
consider it again. As Joshua 1:9 shares – Be strong and coura-
geous.  Do not be terrifi ed; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you go.”

‘CHILDREN CAN RESPOND TO BIBLE 
STORIES IN DEEPLY PERSONAL WAYS’

Following two mission teams traveling to Kenya recently, Local Mis-
sions Coordinator Megan Jones offers a look at our Kenya connection 
and how you can get involved.

Our church teams traveled to Kenya to spend time with 
our ZOE partners. ZOE works with orphaned and 

otherwise vulnerable children who are now responsible for 
caring for their younger siblings. ZOE works to empower 
these new heads-of-households by providing training and 
startup kits so they can generate income in their chosen 
trade. Working groups are formed, becoming a source of  
support as these young people work through the three-year 
program and beyond. Younger siblings are then often able to 
re-enroll in school, breaking the cycle of  poverty. 

Rather than a traditional mission trip, a trip with ZOE is 
about building relationships and opening our eyes to possi-
bilities beyond traditional models of  serving and giving. The 
ZOE children with whom our teams met had as much to of-
fer the Americans as we had to offer them. In spending time 
learning from and being inspired by their resilience, determi-
nation and joy, they challenge us to see that same potential in 
neighbors we meet in other corners of  the world.

Continue praying for the children in our ZOE working 
groups. To learn more about ZOE, including the potential 
for future trips and opportunities to sponsor more working 
groups, reach church member Brandon Lowery at 
blowery@continentalchemicals.com. 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS IN KENYA:
‘BREAKING THE CYCLE OF POVERTY’

A sweet story about a beloved Cub Scout tradition: When 
Logan Walters, a member of  Cub Scout Pack 3, raced 

his Pinewood Derby car recently on that old wooden track, 
he continued a rich family tradition. Church member Jim 
Walters built the track 35 years ago with Pete Burroughs, 
who died in 2004. Jim’s son, Trey, raced his car on that track 
when he was a Cub Scout. Now Trey’s son, Logan, gave it a 
go – the third generation in his family to have a Pinewood 
Derby blast. A fourth generation plays a part in this story: 
Jim’s dad, Fred Walters, was Scoutmaster of  Pack 3 in the 
early 1950s. Seems that the track needs a little refurbishing, 
so the handyman ministry started by Jim – Small Stuff  
Mission – is going to give it the once-over so future 
generations can have just as much fun. Small Stuff  Mission 
(www.smallstuffmission.org) is available to help folks who 
need it with minor repairs around the house. Our church’s 
Cub Scout Pack 3 is home to 65 boys in Grades 1-5. Now 
that the Pack is going gender-inclusive, girls will soon be 
able to know the joy of  the Pinewood Derby. Kennedy 
Clutter, 8, in fact, plans to become a Pack 3 Cub Scout – the 
fi rst girl Cub Scout in Mecklenburg. The little trailblazer was 
recently featured in The Observer.

IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR

Valerie Rhymer at work on Sunday morning, making a difference. 
Photo by Heidi Giffi n.

Scenes from Kenya. Photos by Lisa Howell. Trey and Logan Walters.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
THROUGHOUT MARCH
• As the church focuses this Lent on mental illness and 

addiction, the congregation is invited to support the men 
of  Charlotte Rescue Mission’s Rebound addiction recovery 
program. Donate men’s jeans (sizes 34-38), gym shorts and 
deodorant in the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby.

TUESDAY, APRIL 17
• UMAR holds its annual luncheon at Providence United 

Methodist Church, 2810 Providence Road. The art sale 
begins at 11:00 a.m. and the program at 12:15 p.m., all of  
it celebrating and raising money for the United Methodist 
agency that serves the intellectually and developmentally 
disabled. Details: 704-659-7632.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
• The Children’s Circle Spring Carnival from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. in the church parking lot will feature rides, games, 
infl atables, food and more. The community, of  course, 
is welcome to this annual preschool event. To volunteer 
or learn more, reach Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@
yahoo.com or Millie Rayburn at millierayburn@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
• Senior Sunday, when we wrap our high school seniors in a 

blanket, a sign of  our continuing support as they venture 
into the future. Students should sign up to participate in 
one of  the services. Information is at www.mpumcyouth.
org or reach Ellen Spence at ellenspence@mpumc.org.

• A Preparing For Baptism class at 11:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel 
is an essential fi rst step for those preparing for baptism 
for themselves or their children. If  you just welcomed a 
child or hope to soon, if  you are new to faith or if  you 
simply want to learn more about the sacrament, join us. 
No reservations are needed, except for child care – email 
jwentz@mpumc.org by April 24.

MAY 25-27
• The annual Memorial Day Weekend church trip to Camp 

Tekoa in the N.C. mountains offers fellowship, fun 
and faith. Early registration continues through March 
31. Deadline to sign up is May 15. Register at www.
myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Amy Harriman at 
704-295-4814 or aharriman@mpumc.org.

MAY 27-28
• A new Women’s Backpacking Ministry takes its fi rst trip 

Memorial Day weekend to Mt. LeConte in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. It’s about a four-hour drive, 
toward Cherokee, N.C. The group will stay at LeConte 
Lodge. Plan on moderate hiking trails. Cost is $180. To 
learn more about this and future trips or to sign up, email 
Jordan Baigas at jebaigas@gmail.com or Courtney Maddox 
at cjm1203@gmail.com.

JUNE 18-21
• Up to 300 children from preschool to fi fth grade are 

expected for Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme 
is Rolling River Rampage. Register your child at www.
myersparkumc.org/children. To volunteer, reach Jennifer 
Ross at kanejenn@aol.com.

JUNE 18 TO JULY 27
• Our 12th Freedom School offers young scholars from 

the Sedgefi eld schools communities a chance to read, 
learn, build character and have fun. To get involved in 
any number of  ways that suits your schedule, reach Becky 
Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org.

JULY 9-13, 16-20
• Sign your child up for the annual Summer Fun Days now 

through May 30. The camp, held at the church, runs from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. for Grades K-5. Information and registration 
forms are outside the Children’s Ministries offi ces and at 
www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Heidi Giffi n at 
704-295-4805 or heidi@mpumc.org.



Palm Sunday, March 25
• Sanctuary services are at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m.
• Church In The Round is at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall. We will 

celebrate with palms at all four services.

Maundy Thursday, March 29
• Service is at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 

hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice 
of  stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness 
of  the passion and death of  Jesus. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org, the church Facebook page and www.
Livestream.com. Child care is available for ages eight weeks 
through children not yet in kindergarten.

Good Friday, March 30
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctu-

ary will include the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from 
the Gospel of  Matthew.  Livestreamed at www.myerspar-
kumc.org and also the church Facebook page and www.
Livestream.com.  Child care is available for ages eight weeks 
through children not yet in kindergarten.

Easter Sunday, April 1
• Sunrise service begins at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, and 

will include bagpipes and a gathering around the colum-
barium, weather permitting.

• Sanctuary services are at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 
Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass will participate at the 
three services. The 11:00 a.m. service will be livestreamed 
at www.myersparkumc.org, the church Facebook page and 
www.Livestream.com. Additional seating will be available 
for all three services in Francis Chapel, spilling over into 
Jubilee Hall if  needed.

• Church In The Round is at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with the 
full worship band.

• We encourage families to worship together. There is no 
Sunday School for children and youth. Child care for ages 
eight weeks through children not yet in kindergarten is avail-
able for all services except the sunrise service.

• Please arrive early for worship throughout Holy Week, to 
avoid congestion and to take a moment to quietly refl ect on 
the meaning of  the season.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to community part-
ners who work with people struggling with mental health, 
substance abuse or addiction. Make your check out to My-
ers Park United Methodist Church with Easter Offering on the 
memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather 
on the church lawn and fi ll the cross with fl owers. Photos 
are encouraged.

Monday, April 2
• Church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

Worship Themes
• Each Sunday in Lent will focus on a worship theme, in con-

nection with our Lenten focus on mental health: From Pride 
Toward Humility on Palm Sunday, March 25; and From Broken-
ness Toward Forgiveness on Easter Sunday April 1.

This And That
• Stephen Ministries’ annual devotional – Meditations for Lent 

2018 – is around the campus, with refl ections from mem-
bers, clergy and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ annual Lenten calendar is also around 
the campus with Scripture and activities for observing Lent.

• The Sunday shuttle makes it easy getting to and from 
church. It runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 
Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn Avenue.

HOLY WEEK, 2018

“God proved His love on the Cross. When 
Christ hung, and bled, and died, it was 
God saying to the world, ‘I love you.’”

• Billy Graham



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Ross Delbert Winegardner, father of  Brian Winegardner and 
husband of  Marilyn Winegardner, who died on March 3, 
2018. Jesse Moore Barton Jr., father of  Suzy Ohl and grandfather 
of  Katy Moore, Sara Ohl and Christopher Ohl, who died 
on March 3, 2018. Susan Shipp, mother of  Scott Shipp and 
grandmother of  Olivia, Abby and Ethan Shipp, who died 
on March 8, 2018. Timothy Truitt Mizelle, son-in-law of  David 
and Betsy Baker, brother-in-law of  David and Kate Baker, 
husband of  Elizabeth Baker Mizelle, father of  Calla, Celia and 
Maddie Mizelle and brother-in-law of  Elaine Baker Hall, who 
died on March 10, 2018. Andrew “Andy” Lee Sayrs, son of  Jim 
and Susan Sayrs and brother of  Stephen Sayrs, who died on 
March 12, 2018.  

Babies 
Greyson Watson Screen, son of  Katherine and Stephen Screen 
and grandson of  Ginger Watson, born on January 7, 2018. 
Carter Thomas Arledge, son of  Molly and Nathan Arledge and 
nephew of  Mandy Carlberg and Isaac Arledge, born on March 
6, 2018.

Weddings 
Allison Shannon and Thomas Lankford, married on March 10, 
2018, at the church. Kathryn S. McGovern and William G. 
Granger, married on March 17, 2018, at the church. Whitney 
Caudle and B.J. Kelly, married on March 17, 2018, at the church.

Children’s Ministries is recruiting Sunday School teachers for preschool 
through fi fth grade for the 2018-19 school year. What better way to 
inspire laypersons to serve than to share this sweet story from longtime 
Sunday School kindergarten teacher Valerie Rhymer. Interested in 
learning more or signing up? Reach Heidi Giffi n at 704-295-4805 
or heidi@mpumc.org.

“I’ve had the joy of  teaching Elementary Sunday School 
at our church for seven years. One Sunday during my fi rst 
year, the Scripture from Joshua referred to the notion 
of  handing your fears over to God. I taught the lesson. 
Afterward, the children responded by drawing pictures or 
writing about what they had learned. One boy was folding 
a paper airplane. Naturally I fussed at him, saying, ‘How 
does a paper airplane relate to the story we just heard?’ He 
replied: ‘Well, next week my family is going on a trip. It will 
be my fi rst time in an airplane and I’m scared. I made this 
to try to be brave, like it said in the story.’ Those kinds of  
stories remind me that children can respond to Bible stories 
in deeply personal ways. If  fear is holding you back from 
becoming a Sunday School teacher, fold up a plane and 
consider it again. As Joshua 1:9 shares – Be strong and coura-
geous.  Do not be terrifi ed; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you go.”

‘CHILDREN CAN RESPOND TO BIBLE 
STORIES IN DEEPLY PERSONAL WAYS’

Following two mission teams traveling to Kenya recently, Local Mis-
sions Coordinator Megan Jones offers a look at our Kenya connection 
and how you can get involved.

Our church teams traveled to Kenya to spend time with 
our ZOE partners. ZOE works with orphaned and 

otherwise vulnerable children who are now responsible for 
caring for their younger siblings. ZOE works to empower 
these new heads-of-households by providing training and 
startup kits so they can generate income in their chosen 
trade. Working groups are formed, becoming a source of  
support as these young people work through the three-year 
program and beyond. Younger siblings are then often able to 
re-enroll in school, breaking the cycle of  poverty. 

Rather than a traditional mission trip, a trip with ZOE is 
about building relationships and opening our eyes to possi-
bilities beyond traditional models of  serving and giving. The 
ZOE children with whom our teams met had as much to of-
fer the Americans as we had to offer them. In spending time 
learning from and being inspired by their resilience, determi-
nation and joy, they challenge us to see that same potential in 
neighbors we meet in other corners of  the world.

Continue praying for the children in our ZOE working 
groups. To learn more about ZOE, including the potential 
for future trips and opportunities to sponsor more working 
groups, reach church member Brandon Lowery at 
blowery@continentalchemicals.com. 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS IN KENYA:
‘BREAKING THE CYCLE OF POVERTY’

A sweet story about a beloved Cub Scout tradition: When 
Logan Walters, a member of  Cub Scout Pack 3, raced 

his Pinewood Derby car recently on that old wooden track, 
he continued a rich family tradition. Church member Jim 
Walters built the track 35 years ago with Pete Burroughs, 
who died in 2004. Jim’s son, Trey, raced his car on that track 
when he was a Cub Scout. Now Trey’s son, Logan, gave it a 
go – the third generation in his family to have a Pinewood 
Derby blast. A fourth generation plays a part in this story: 
Jim’s dad, Fred Walters, was Scoutmaster of  Pack 3 in the 
early 1950s. Seems that the track needs a little refurbishing, 
so the handyman ministry started by Jim – Small Stuff  
Mission – is going to give it the once-over so future 
generations can have just as much fun. Small Stuff  Mission 
(www.smallstuffmission.org) is available to help folks who 
need it with minor repairs around the house. Our church’s 
Cub Scout Pack 3 is home to 65 boys in Grades 1-5. Now 
that the Pack is going gender-inclusive, girls will soon be 
able to know the joy of  the Pinewood Derby. Kennedy 
Clutter, 8, in fact, plans to become a Pack 3 Cub Scout – the 
fi rst girl Cub Scout in Mecklenburg. The little trailblazer was 
recently featured in The Observer.

IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR

Valerie Rhymer at work on Sunday morning, making a difference. 
Photo by Heidi Giffi n.

Scenes from Kenya. Photos by Lisa Howell. Trey and Logan Walters.



Purchase an Easter lily 
now in honor or memory 
of  a loved one. Place 
your order at www.
myersparkumc.org or 
send a check for $15 per 
lily to the church along 
with the name of  the 
person you are honoring/
remembering. Dedications 
will be shared in the 
Easter Sunday (April 1) 
bulletins. Turn inside for 
the complete schedule 
of  Holy Week worship 
services and related 
information. Remember 
to arrive early for worship 
throughout the busy, 
beautiful week. Happy 
Easter.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

COMMUNICATIONS HONORS, KRISTEN 

• Our Adult Faith Formation ministry will help sponsor 
a retreat from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 
21, in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. The title 
– Awakening Your Resurrection Story: A Women’s Day Of  
Renewal For Sexual Abuse Survivors. The theme – Giving 
women a chance to rewrite their #MeToo story of  sexual 
abuse or violence. The gathering will be facilitated by 
life coach Tambry Harris. Cost is $100. Scholarships 
are available. Space is limited to 20. To sign up or learn 
more, reach Tambry at 704-281-9637 or tambryharris@
bellsouth.net.

• The church’s Wesley Foundation Subcommittee for 
Planned Giving has established special recognition for 
individuals or families who have made a planned gift 

or made known their intention to commit to a gift by 
the end of  2018. They’ll be included as a “Founding 
Member” of  the Wesley Circle. The fi rst list of  donors 
will be shared with the congregation this spring. Those 
who have made a planned gift to the church should let 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier know. Reach her at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. Those who wish 
to remain anonymous can do so. The mechanism for 
planned giving is the Wesley Foundation. Details: www.
myersparkumc.org/give.

• Please let the church know when you or a loved one is 
in the hospital or has had a baby, so that we can respond 
with the appropriate kindness. Call 704-376-8584.

A #METOO RETREAT, WESLEY CIRCLE

Our Lenten series – “Mental Health: A Journey 
Toward Wholeness For All” – brought us together 
in substantial numbers to address a diffi cult topic. 
The goal? To break down the stigma surrounding 
mental illness, and to explore how the church can 
help. Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley – who helped organize the program with 
Dr. Melanie Dobson and Ministry Assistant 
Christine Mull – refl ect on the experience. Our 
thanks to a lay team of  mental health professionals 
in the congregation who helped with plans.

The interest and engagement of  our 
congregation and community has been 
amazing. Clearly we struck a chord with 
those whose lives are touched by this 
issue. Hopefully those who attended these 
offerings are starting to feel as comfortable 
talking about depression, anxiety and 
substance abuse as they are pneumonia, 
cancer and the common cold. This was 
one of  our goals. As counselor Justin Perry 
pointed out on the opening night, we can’t 
“fi x” this health issue. But we can create a 
safe place for conversation and caring. What 
better place to do that than in our faith 
communities.

What now?

We will continue to look at mental health 
issues, and the role that our congregation 

can play in raising awareness and helping 
those faced with the challenge. One in four 
adults are impacted by mental illness. We 
welcome your ideas on where to go next, 
whether small-group discussions, speakers, 
support groups or something else.

Together, unafraid, we’ll keep at it.

The class on Suicide Prevention has been rescheduled 
for 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 9, in Room 103 
of  the Parish Life Building. Sign up at www.
myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth. For child care, 
email jwentz@mpumc.org. Need to talk further? 
Connect with a Stephen Minister, laity trained to 
offer one-on-one care and a listening ear? Reach Rev. 
Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 
Look to the next Intersection church magazine for 
more on the Lenten series.

JOURNEY TOWARD WHOLENESS
IS JUST BEGINNING. JOIN US.

• The church’s Communications Ministry led by Ken 
Garfi eld and Melissa McGill, and Youth Coordinator 
Ellen Spence took home fi ve awards in the United 
Methodist Association of  Communicators’ annual 
competition. Melissa won fi rst place for a series of  
articles on our middle school youth that appeared in the 
Cornerstone, plus second place in social media for our 
church’s Instagram offering on www.myersparkumc.org. 
Ellen won third place in special publications for the youth 
magazine she produced, #PARKLIFE. The Cornerstone 
captured second place in newsletters, and Intersection third 
place in magazines.

• Former Children’s Ministries staffer Kristen Surratt 
was approved by the Board of  Ordained Ministry 
for commissioning as a Provisional Deacon, set for 
Annual Conference in June. She graduated from Duke 
Divinity School in May 2017. She serves as Director of  
Discipleship Ministries at First United Methodist Church 
in Belmont, whose Senior Pastor is Rev. George Ragsdale.

• We note with sadness the passing of  Bishop L. Bevel 
“Bev” Jones III on March 6 due to complications from 
dementia. He was 91. Bev, as he was known, led the 
Western North Carolina Conference from 1984 until he 
retired in 1996.




