
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

March 18, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

From Guilt Toward Joy 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 



 Introit   

 Jubilate Deo Peter Anglea 

 Jubilate Deo, omnis terra;  (Rejoice in God, all lands;) 

servite Domino in laetitia.  (serve the Lord in gladness.) 

Introite in conspectu ejus  (Enter into his presence) 

in exultation.  (in joy.) 

 

Quoniam suavis est Dominus: (For the Lord is kind:) 

in aeternum misericordia ejus,  (his mercy everlasting,) 

et usque in generationem  (and continually from generation) 

et generationem veritas ejus.  (to generation is his truth.) 

 
 Call to Worship From Jeremiah 31:33 

The Lord said, “I am your God and you are my people.” 

Each day is a reminder of the new covenant. 

The Lord said, “I am your God and you are my people.” 

For God’s law is written on our hearts, and we are known. 

The Lord said, “I am your God and you are my people.” 

We sing the joyful song of those who know they are loved. 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 89  

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Anthem  

O Love Elaine Hagenberg 

O love, that will not let me go, 

O love, I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

that in thy ocean depths its flow 

may richer, fuller be. 

 

O joy, that seeks me through the pain, 

O I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

and feel the promise is not vain 

that morn shall tearless be. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Old Testament Readings Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 

 

 

 



 Prayer of Brokenness   

 Take, O, Take Me As I Am John Bell 

 

 
 

Loving God,  

Make this church a place of safety for all who are gathered here.  

For those of us touched by illness, both seen and unseen, 

   we seek your presence in our lives 

   and in the lives of our loved ones. 

Help us be a people who do not shame others for their brokenness. 

Help us be courageous and vulnerable; 

   to seek and offer help when it is needed. 

Lord, you know our needs, our wounds, our weakness, our fears. 

You are patient with us. 

You embrace us. 

You are present with us. 

We offer you our brokenness in the silence. 

 Repeat Take, O, Take Me As I Am  

 

Assurance of Grace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory   

Sing Praise! (8:30) 

Forty Days and Nights (8:30) 

Mark Patterson 

Michael Bedford 

Joy In The Morning (9:45, 11:00) Natalie Sleeth 

There’ll be joy in the morning on that day. 

For the daylight will dawn when the darkness is gone. 

 

There’ll be peace and contentment evermore. 

Every heart, every voice will together rejoice. 

 

And the glory of the Lord will shine upon us 

and the glory of the Lord will bring the truth divine. 

 

There’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere, 

and the way of the Lord will that day be restored, 

there’ll be sweet love everywhere. 

 
 Doxology No. 95 OLD 100TH  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication   

 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Hymn No. 347  

Spirit Song SPIRIT SONG 

 

 Reception of New Members  

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 



 
 Closing Voluntary   

   

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 


PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister 
 

LAY READER 

Mary Katherine Vass (8:30), Bob Truscello (9:45), 

Bonnie Gunter (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Chamber Singers 
Alleluia and Junior Choirs (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Katie Hall (8:30), Caitlyn Waters (9:45), Martin Godwin (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Linde Fonville and Sally Fonville (8:30) 

Mary Holland Waters and Courtney Weintraub (9:45) 

Lucy Sauls and Quin Sauls (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Finley Holzman (8:30), Mallie Waters (9:45), Hadley Appel (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us on this fifth 

Sunday in Lent. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary 

narthex. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS This morning, we welcome new members to the 

life of the church. Joining at the 9:45 service are Dan and Caroline Baker, Scott 

and Sue Bayne, Murray Corbett, Stephanie Kuhns, Marshall McFadden, Stacy and 

Carol Nicholson, Ashley Nordberg, Christina Repass, Bob and Nancy Smith and 

Brenda Turbyfill. Joining at the 11:00 a.m. service are Jeff and Sarah Pfeffer, 

George Poore and Rhonda Stewart, Meg Seitz and Ken and JoAnn Trotman. 

Please take a moment at the end of each service to offer a personal word of 

“Welcome! To learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, reach 

Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 11:00 a.m. service are Henry Jenkins Meyer, son of Jessica and Jenks 

Meyer; and Henry Nicholson Smith, son of Erin and Adam Smith. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of the marriage of Whitney Caudle and B.J. Kelly on Saturday at the 

church. 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHAPEL NARTHEX are given to the glory of God 

and in celebration of the marriage of Kathryn McGovern and William Granger on 

Saturday at the church. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

LEARN ABOUT STEPHEN MINISTERS Stephen Ministers, laity trained to 

offer one-on-one support and a listening ear to those in need, are sharing their 

calling this morning at Awareness Sunday. An information table is set up through 

noon in the Parish Life lobby, with applications for those wanting to become a 

Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministers are ushering today. Those interested in 

learning more, or meeting with a Stephen Minister, can reach Rev. Bill Roth at 

704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 
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ORDER EASTER LILIES Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory 

of a loved one? You can make your order at www.myersparkumc.org or send a 

check for $15 per lily to the church along with the name of the person you are 

honoring/remembering. The deadline is Wednesday, March 21. Dedications will be 

shared in the Easter Sunday (April 1) worship bulletins.  

LENTEN BOOK TALK Queens University of Charlotte scholar Suzanne Watts 

Henderson and Palestinian theologian Mitri Raheb will lead a free program on The 

Cross In Contexts at 5:00 p.m. today in Belk Chapel on the Queens campus. A 

reception and book signing follow. 

SIGN UP FOR VBS You can sign up your child now through April 30 for 

Vacation Bible School, set for June 18-21 for preschool through fifth grade. The 

theme is Rolling River Rampage. Up to 300 children are expected. Sign up at 

www.myersparkumc.org/children. To volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at 

vbsjennross@gmail.com. 

SIGN UP FOR SUMMER FUN DAYS, TOO You can also sign your child up 

for Summer Fun Days now through May 30. The camp runs July 9-13 and 16-20, 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for 

Grades K-5. Information packets and registration forms are outside the Children’s 

Ministries offices and at www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Heidi Giffin at 

704-295-4805 or heidi@mpumc.org. 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The convenient Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue. 
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WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM MONDAY 

Our special Lenten series focusing on breaking down the stigma surrounding 

mental illness concludes with a powerful program at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 19, 

in Jubilee Hall as Martin Godwin and Beth Purdy share their personal stories and 

challenges in The Journey Toward Wholeness. Email jwentz@mpumc.org for child 

care. Please invite a friend or neighbor to this meaningful gathering. Note: The 

Suicide Prevention workshop has been rescheduled for 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 9, 

in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. Sign up at 

www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth. 

 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP All who care for a friend or loved one are 

invited to the next meeting of the Caregivers Support Group at 11:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 20, in Room 105 of the Parish Life Building to share the 

challenges and experience. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 

or smobley@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: 

Boneless pork ribs, baked potato or sweet potato, mixed veggies, rolls, salad, 

desserts and ice cream. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 

704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each Tuesday. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for 

children and $25 for family (two adults and three children under age 12). 

Remember, there is no H.O.T. Wednesday on March 28, during Holy Week. The 

Goodness Gracious! shop in the Parish Life lobby – where sales support outreach – 

is open until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

LEARN ABOUT CUB SCOUTS Girls in Grades K-5 interested in joining Cub 

Scout Pack 3 at our church can attend a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 

21, in the Youth Building with their parents. Details: Jennifer Clutter at 

jclutter@me.com. 

SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool Spring Carnival is 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 28, in the church parking lot (indoors in bad 

weather) with rides, games, inflatables, food and fun for the entire community. To 

help, reach Sheri Albright at sherilynnwatson@yahoo.com or Millie Rayburn at 

millierayburn@gmail.com. 
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GROWING IN FAITH… 

PALM SUNDAY Our Palm Sunday services on March 25 follow the regular 

schedule – 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary, and Church In The Round at 

8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall. We will celebrate with palms at all four services. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY The service at 7:30 p.m. March 29 in the Sanctuary will 

dramatize the last hours of Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 

Communion will be celebrated. Child care is available for ages eight weeks 

through children not yet in kindergarten. 

GOOD FRIDAY A Tenebrae service of darkness at 7:30 p.m. March 30 in the 

Sanctuary will include the reading of the Passion of Christ from the Gospel of 

Matthew. Child care is available for ages eight weeks through children not yet in 

kindergarten. 

EASTER SUNDAY The sunrise service is at 7:00 a.m. April 1 in Francis Chapel. 

Sanctuary services are at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. Additional seating for all three 

services will be in Francis Chapel, spilling over into Jubilee Hall if needed. Church 

In The Round is at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall. There is no Sunday School for 

children and youth. Families are encouraged to worship together. Child care for 

ages eight weeks through children not yet in kindergarten is available for all 

services except the sunrise service. The Easter Sunday offering will go community 

partners who work with people struggling with mental health, substance abuse or 

addiction. Make your check out to the church with Easter Offering on the memo 

line. Please arrive early for worship on this busy morning.  

LENTEN CALENDAR The entire calendar of Lenten worship services and 

activities, including our Holy Week schedule, is in the Cornerstone church 

newsletter and at www.myersparkumc.org. 

PREPARING FOR BAPTISM Each spring and fall, our church will offer a class 

as an essential first step for those who are preparing for baptism for themselves or 

their children. If you are expecting a child or hope to be soon, if you just welcomed 

a child, if you are new to faith or if you want to deepen your understanding of this 

holy sacrament, join us at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, April 29, in Francis Chapel. For 

child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 
FROM GUILT TOWARD JOY Those beginning the process of recovery from 

addiction often struggle with feelings of guilt and shame. Our partners at 

Charlotte Rescue Mission’s Rebound and Dove’s Nest recovery programs 

aren’t afraid to be present in those dark places. By embodying the love of Christ 

while providing  recovery services, the staff helps residents find the joy that comes 

from being part of a loving community.  

http://www.myersparkumc.org/
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MARCH COLLECTION: CHARLOTTE RESCUE MISSION As we focus 

this Lent on mental illness and addiction, we’re supporting the men of Charlotte 

Rescue Mission’s Rebound addiction recovery program. Donate men’s jeans (sizes 

34-38), gym shorts and deodorant in the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby 

through March. Details: Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org. 

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS, SERVE WITH HOPE TEAM Have you been 

looking for a way to become more involved in ending poverty and homelessness in 

Charlotte? If so, joining a Hope Team through Charlotte Family Housing might 

be for you. Hope Teams provide an opportunity for volunteers interested in 

building long-term relationships with a family moving from homelessness to 

housing. Teams are comprised of three to six individuals. Each team is matched 

with one family to provide support and encouragement by building relationships as 

guided by the CFH Social Worker and Hope Team Manager. A meeting to learn 

more is from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, March 24. Details: Megan Jones: 

mjones@mpumc.org. 

SEDGEFIELD SCHOOLS SAY THANKS Many thanks for supporting our 

school partners. Your donations of more than 25 backpacks support students at 

Sedgefield Middle School. We are still collecting new, medium-sized, black or 

other solid-color backpacks appropriate for 12- to 15-year-olds. Drop them off in 

the Parish Life lobby bin. Details: Lisa Howell at lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com.  

FREEDOM SCHOOL 2018 Planning has begun for our 12th summer of Freedom 

School. Don’t miss these opportunities to learn, relate, read, teach and grow while 

serving with our Sedgefield Schools communities June 18 to July 27. Details: 

Becky Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org. 

BRAZIL MISSION Register now to join our 2018 team traveling to Brazil on 

July 6-15 to build life-changing relationships with our brothers and sisters in that 

country. Cost is $2,250 plus the cost of a visa and some meals. For details or to 

sign up, visit www.myersparkumc.org/brazil. 

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support partners like the Center for Community Transitions, 

which helps those with criminal records navigate paths toward productive 

lives.  Give to Jubilee Plus! year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or 

write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the 

offering plate or mail to the church. 

 

 

 

mailto:mjones@mpumc.org
mailto:mjones@mpumc.org
mailto:lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com
mailto:babernethy@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/brazil
http://www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus


 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


