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Third Sunday of Lent 

From Foolishness Toward Wisdom 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 Gathering Music  
 I’m Gonna Let It Shine (8:30) arr. David Angerman 
 O God Beyond All Praising (9:45, 11:00) arr. Phil Roberts 

 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 



 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary (8:30)  
 What Wondrous Love Is This?  arr. Susan Geschke 

 
 Call to Worship  

People of God, continue on this Lenten journey! 

Some call it foolish, heading into the wilderness on purpose. 

Some call it foolish, walking the way of the cross. 

Hasn’t God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

Isn’t God’s foolishness wiser than human wisdom? 

Jesus has called us, so we follow in faith. 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 577  

God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 

Anthem  

Do You Know Your Shepherd’s Voice (8:30) Suzanne Lord 

Do you know your shepherd’s voice?  Are you listening with your heart? 

Have you stopped to hear him calling, felt the peace his words impart? 

 

As the world shouts its orders that are easiest to hear, 

won't you draw away and listen to your shepherd standing near? 

 

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside quiet waters and he restores my soul! 

 

Are you listening to your shepherd? 

Be Still (9:45, 11:00) Mary McDonald 

Be still and know that I am God.  Be still and know that I am with you. 

Be still and know that I will comfort you when you come to me in your hour of 

need. 

 

Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am here for you; 

and I will wipe your tear;  you will be renewed. 

 

Come unto me, my child, be still, and know that I will give you rest. 

I am present in your pain and I always will remain  

your comforter and friend. 

 

Peace I leave with you;  my peace, I give unto you. Peace. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 



 Prayer of Brokenness   

 Take, O, Take Me As I Am John Bell 

 
Loving God,  

Make this church a place of safety for all who are gathered here.  

For those of us touched by illness, both seen and unseen, 

   we seek your presence in our lives 

   and in the lives of our loved ones. 

Help us be a people who do not shame others for their brokenness. 

Help us be courageous and vulnerable; 

   to seek and offer help when it is needed. 

Lord, you know our needs, our wounds, our weakness, our fears. 

You are patient with us. 

You embrace us. 

You are present with us. 

We offer you our brokenness in the silence. 

 Repeat Take, O, Take Me As I Am  

 

Assurance of Grace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory   

Inscription of Hope (8:30) Z. Randall Stroope 

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining, 

and I believe in love even when there’s no one there. 

And I believe in God even when He is silent, 

I believe through any trial there is always a way. 

 

But sometimes in this suffering and hopeless despair, 

my heart cries for shelter, to know someone’s there. 

But a voice rises within me saying hold on my child, 

I’ll give you strength, I’ll give you hope, 

just stay a little while. 

 

May there someday be sunshine, may there someday be happiness, 

may there someday be love, may there someday be peace. 

It Is Well With My Soul (9:45, 11:00) arr. Cathy Moklebust 

 
 Doxology No. 95 OLD 100TH  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication   

  



 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Hymn  

In Christ Alone Getty and Townend 

 
 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 



 Closing Voluntary   
 “The Rejoicing” from Suite in G  Charles Callahan 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 


PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

LAY READER 

Lynn Hankins (8:30), Amanda Williams (9:45), Leigh Ann Smith (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 
Junior Bells (8:30) 

Myers Park Bells (9:45, 11:00) 
Women’s Choir (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Catie Holshouser (8:30), Boone Foster (9:45), Reid Brownlow (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Sarah Holshouser and Jim Johnson (8:30) 

Elizabeth Beasley and Caroline Beasley (9:45) 

Jane Brownlow and Emma Malak (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Davis Johnson (8:30), Claire Dixon (9:45), Mac Brownlow (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us on this third 

Sunday in Lent. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary 

narthex. Our Discover Myers Park class to learn about our church meets at 10:45 

a.m. this morning in the Parish Life Building lobby. No reservations are needed. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 11:00 a.m. service are Clayton Andrew Stevens and Samuel David Stevens, 

sons of Jessica and David Stevens. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Trudy Morgan by Margaret, James and Gary. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The convenient Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue. 

EASTER LILIES Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of a loved 

one? You can make your order at www.myersparkumc.org or send a check for $15 

per lily to the church along with the name of the person you are 

honoring/remembering. The deadline is March 21. Dedications will be shared in 

the Easter Sunday (April 1) worship bulletins.  

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support our school partnership with The Harvest Center, 

which serves men, women and children in the Charlotte area who are impacted by 

poverty, unemployment and homelessness through meals, service referrals and 

transitional housing. Give to Jubilee Plus! year-round at 

www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail to the church. 

HEALING SERVICE MONDAY A healing service at 6:00 p.m. Monday, March 

5, in Francis Chapel will be a time of prayer and anointing with oil. 

MUSICAL MEDITATION THURSDAY A musical meditation for Lent at 7:00 

p.m. Thursday, March 8, in Francis Chapel will feature Francois Couperin’s 

Leçons de ténèbres. The work will be performed by sopranos Margaret Carpenter 

Haigh and Hannah De Priest with Nicolas Haigh (organ) and David Bevans Ellis 

(viola da gamba). Dr. Howell will share reflections during the program. 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/
http://www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus


CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

LEARN ABOUT STEPHEN MINISTERS Stephen Ministers, laity trained to 

offer one-on-one support and a listening ear to those in need, will share their 

calling at Awareness Sunday on March 18. An information table will be set up 

from 8:30 a.m. to noon in the Parish Life lobby, with applications for those 

wanting to become a Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministers will also usher that day. 

Those interested in learning more, or meeting with a Stephen Minister, can reach 

Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP All who care for a friend or loved one are 

invited to the next meeting of the Caregivers Support Group at 11:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 20, in Room 105 of the Parish Life Building to share the 

challenges and experience. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 

or smobley@mpumc.org. 

CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The annual Memorial Day Church Weekend at 

Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains is May 25-27, a wonderful time of fellowship, 

faith and fun for families and individuals. Early bird registration runs through 

March 31. Deadline to sign up is May 15. Register starting Monday at 

www.myersparkumc.org/children. Details: Amy Harriman at 704-295-4814 or 

aharriman@mpumc.org. 

 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 

MENTAL HEALTH SERIES CONTINUES MONDAY 

A special series during Lent is focusing on breaking down the stigma surrounding 

mental illness. The series continues at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 5, in Jubilee Hall 

as Dr. Howell talks with Dr. Warren Kinghorn about Healing & Wholeness: The 

Church And Mental Health. Dr. Kinghorn is a psychiatrist appointed within Duke 

Divinity School and Duke University Medical Center. Email jwentz@mpumc.org 

for child care. 
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H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: 

Meatloaf, party potatoes, green peas, salad, desserts and ice cream. Make 

reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option six) by 

noon each Tuesday. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children and $25 for family (two 

adults and three children under age 12).  

WIRED 4 MINISTRY The Wired 4 Ministry class offers the opportunity to 

understand how God “wired” you to make a difference through your spiritual gifts, 

personality, abilities and experiences. The next class is Thursday, March 8, from 

6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Details: Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org. 

SINGLE BOOMERS Single adults in their 50s and 60s are invited to the next 

outing of the Single Boomers church group – dinner and socializing at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 13, at Fresh Chef, 2935 Providence Road at the corner of 

Providence and South Sharon Amity roads. RSVP by March 11 to Sara Scott at 

sbhscott29@gmail.com. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP All who care for a friend or loved one are 

invited to the next meeting of the Caregivers Support Group at 11:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 20, in Room 105 of the Parish Life Building to share the 

challenges and experience. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 

or smobley@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

MARTHA CIRCLE All are invited to the next meeting of the Martha Circle at 

10:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 7, in Room 104 of the Parish Life Building as Sarah 

Sumner completes her study of Dr. Howell’s book, Worshipful, and ways to live 

Sunday all week long. 

GROUND OF GRACE YOGA During Ground of Grace Yoga from 9:15 to 

10:30 a.m. Thursdays through March 29 in Room 031 in the Snyder Building, Dr. 

Melanie Dobson will incorporate our Lenten worship themes into her body-mind-

spirit sessions. All are welcome regardless of yoga experience. 

SIGN UP FOR VBS You can sign up your child now through April 30 for 

Vacation Bible School, set for June 18-21 for preschool through fifth grade. The 

theme is Rolling River Rampage. Up to 300 children are expected. Sign up at 

www.myersparkumc.org/children. To volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at 

vbsjennross@gmail.com. 

SIGN UP FOR SUMMER FUN DAYS, TOO You can also sign your child up 

for Summer Fun Days now through May 30. The camp runs July 9-13 and 16-20, 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for 

mailto:HotWednesday@mpumc.org
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Grades K-5. Information packets and registration forms are outside the Children’s 

Ministries offices and at www.myersparkumc.org/children. 

 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 
FROM FOOLISHNESS TO WISDOM We admire the wisdom of our partners at 

The Learning Collaborative, who are working to empower the families with 

whom we serve in Grier Heights. Beyond their stellar preschool program, TLC 

works with their scholars’ parents, teaching them to be their children’s first 

advocates as they transition into public school. Classes for caregivers on health and 

wellness, mental health, community resources, relationships, and school advocacy 

impact the entire family beyond the preschool years, and help break the cycle of 

generational poverty.  

MARCH COLLECTION: CHARLOTTE RESCUE MISSION As we focus 

this Lent on mental illness and addiction, we’re supporting the men of Charlotte 

Rescue Mission’s Rebound addiction recovery program. Donate men’s jeans (sizes 

34-38), gym shorts and deodorant in the marked bin in the Parish Life Building 

lobby through March. Details: Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org. 

SERVE WITH SEDGEFIELD SCHOOLS Consider serving with and 

supporting students at our partners, Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield 

Middle. Sedgefield Middle students need new school backpacks. Donations of 

medium sized, black or other solid-colored backpacks appropriate for 12- to 15-

year-olds can be dropped off in the lobby bins. Details: Lisa Howell at 

lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com. At Sedgefield Elementary, consider a scholarship 

for a fifth-grader to attend his or her class trip to Washington, D.C. Full 

scholarships are $360, but checks in any amount are welcome and should be 

dropped off in the Missions office, made out to Myers Park United Methodist 

Church with SES DC Trip in the memo line. Details: Kitty Bauknight at 

kbauknight@me.com. 

FREEDOM SCHOOL 2018 Planning is under way for our 12th summer of 

Freedom School. Don’t miss these opportunities to learn, relate, read, teach and 

grow while serving with our Sedgefield Schools communities June 18 to July 27. 

Details: Becky Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org. 

BRAZIL MISSION Sign up today for our 2018 team traveling to Brazil on July 

6-15 to build life-changing relationships with our brothers and sisters in that 

country. Cost is $2,250 plus the cost of a visa and some meals. For details or to 

register, visit www.myersparkumc.org/brazil. Contacts are team leaders Donna 

Sheehan at DonnaSheehan@wellsfargo.com or Shannon Bannister at 

bannisters@hhbrown.com. 
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 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


