
Want to purchase an 
Easter lily in honor or 
memory of  a loved one? 
You can place your order 
at www.myersparkumc.
org or send a check for 
$15 per lily to the church 
along with the name 
of  the person you are 
honoring/remembering. 
The deadline for this 
lovely church tradition is 
March 21. Dedications will 
be shared in the Easter 
Sunday (April 1) worship 
bulletins. Turn inside for 
the complete schedule of  
Lenten worship services 
and other programs. 
Questions? Reach Director 
of  Communications Ken 
Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

By Ken Garfi eld

Michael and Yulise Waters promised us 
“some hard stuff ” and they did not lie, 
throwing down a challenge: Looking out into 
a Sanctuary packed with 700 whites, blacks 
and Christians of  all ages and backgrounds, 
he said, “This is enough (people) to change 
the city.” Then he dared us: “Can you say 
you love Jesus knowing children go to bed 
hungry? Can you say you love Jesus if  you 
harbor hate in your heart?”

Michael and Yulise Waters traveled to 
Charlotte from Dallas to address the national 
racial divide. They are qualifi ed to do so: 
He’s a pastor, author and activist who’s 
been in the middle of  the great debate 
over race and justice. She’s a lawyer who 
works with a program that seeks to divert 
offenders from prisons to programs that 

might change the course of  their lives. A 
coalition of  congregations brought them to 
town: Myers Park United Methodist, Myers 
Park Presbyterian, South Tryon Community 
United Methodist and C.N. Jenkins 
Memorial Presbyterian. Organizers hoped 
they’d hold nothing back. They did not.

They focused on poverty and mass 
incarceration as symptoms of  institutional 
racism. More than one-quarter of  black 
people live in poverty, they shared. One in 
17 white men are likely to be incarcerated in 
the United States compared to one in three 
black men. This reality, they said, extends 
from the legacy of  slavery, and from the 
white establishment keeping blacks down. 
“Intentionality,” he called it, whether red-
lining blacks out of  certain neighborhoods 
or refusing to grant home and business loans 
essential to escaping poverty. Michael Waters 

Some 150 of  us gathered in Jubilee Hall – church members, 
ministry partners and friends from the South Tryon 
community – to lift up our theme for 2018 (and beyond): 
Relationships Matter. As Liz Clasen-Kelly, head of  the Men’s 
Shelter of  Charlotte, told us during the gathering, we are 
called to share our stories. To fi nd God where others don’t, 
even (especially!) in shelters or under bridges. And to love. 
Partners who joined us for fellowship (and spaghetti) included 
Loaves & Fishes, UMAR, The Learning Collaborative and 
other agencies through which we can build new relationships. 
Establishing those relationships, Liz said, will inspire us to 
seek better policies for what ails us. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/serve for opportunities to serve. 

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

Church member Jeremy Coffey founded Good Soles, a nonprofi t 
providing steel toe boots to men in need. In 2017, they proved 365 pairs 
of  boots to The Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte. A new initiative for Jeremy 
and Good Soles arose from one of  Dr. Melanie Dobson’s sermons. 
Now, inside each box of  shoes, the recipients will fi nd the words “You 
Are Beloved,” along with notes of  encouragement from people in the 
church and community. Jeremy recently hosted signing events with our 
church youth group, and friends at Sugar Creek Brewing. On Tuesday, 
March 6, Good Soles will partner with the Charlotte Hornets as the 
nonprofi t of  the night at the NBA game. Tickets can be purchased 
through Good Soles’ personalized link. Proceeds from those ticket sales 
benefi t Good Soles and their mission. To learn more, reach Jeremy at 
goodsolesinchrist@gmail.com. To buy tickets: https://groupmatics.
events/event/Goodsoles. – Melissa McGill.

Jeremy Coffey, right, founded Good Soles in 2017. Photo by Melissa McGill.

GOOD SOLES’ MINISTRY IS GROWING

ON THE ROAD TO 
RECONCILIATION,

EXPLORING ‘SOME HARD STUFF’

Michael and Yulise Waters. Photo by Lisa Stockton Howell.

The committee working to educate our congregation 
about the importance of  planned giving to the future 
of  Myers Park United Methodist Church shares 
this invitation.

The church’s Wesley Foundation 
Subcommittee for Planned Giving has 
established special recognition for individuals 
or families who have previously made a 
planned gift or made known their intention 
to commit to a gift by the end of  2018. They 
will be included as a “Founding Member” 
of  the Wesley Circle. The fi rst list of  such 
donors will be shared with the congregation 
later this spring, and we want to make sure 
we have the most accurate record of  gifts 
and intentions. If  you have made a planned 

gift to the church, please let Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier know. You can 
reach her at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org. We will always honor the 
wishes of  those who choose to make a gift 
but remain anonymous. The mechanism 
for planned giving at our church is the 
Wesley Foundation. Founded in 1983, it was 
created primarily to preserve the buildings 
and campus through capital projects. A $5 
million gift in 1996 from a church member’s 
estate allowed the foundation to expand, 
and support outreach. Wesley Foundation 
outreach grants in 2017 totaled $175,000. 
More information, including a video, can be 
found at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

WESLEY CIRCLE TAKING SHAPE

Continued Inside...



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Martha Bledsoe, wife of  Lou Bledsoe, mother of  Mary Martha 
Felkner and grandmother of  Jack, David and Catherine 
Felkner, who died on February 1, 2018. Linda Sue Stephens, 
aunt of  Melissa Whitton, sister of  Clay Stephens and friend 
of  Sarah Price, who died on February 1, 2018. Loraine Frances 
Howell, wife of  Jack Howell, who died on February 2, 2018. 
Ralph Jackson Moody, father of  Robert Moody, who died on 
February 3, 2018. Susan Spell Butler, grandmother of  Shelley 
Butler and great-grandmother of  Stuart and Jack Butler, who 
died on February 5, 2018.

Babies 
Miller Frederick Cummings, son of  Ellie and Chris Cummings, 
grandson of  Charlotte and Gary Morgan, nephew of  Tiz and 
Alex Federal and cousin of  Charlie Federal, born on January 
29, 2018.  

Weddings 
Kristina Adzhigirey and Field Snyder, married on February 10, 
2018, at the church. Hallie Spears and Robert Gunst Jr., married 
on February 17, 2018, at the church.

Sisters Leigh Ann and Lynsley Smith, right, report from the 12th 
annual Women’s Retreat.

The offi cial title of  this year’s retreat was Sisters – Studying, 
Serving, Shaking Things Up. But for the Smith sisters, an 

unoffi cial title might have been The Wisdom of  Dolly Parton. Our 
Dolly-inspired weekend began with a trucker hat that Lynsley 
bought on Friday, proclaiming Raised on Dolly. It  continued 
with many opportunities to experience our favorite Dolly 
quote from Steel Magnolias: “Laughter through tears is my 
favorite emotion.”
At the Saturday night worship service, many were brought 
to tears by a poignant exercise of  writing on magnolia leaves 
the names of  women who have impacted our faith journeys, 
and using them to decorate a cross at the front of  the chapel. 
Then, fi ve minutes later, an impromptu conga line formed 
to Shake Like You’ve Been Changed, inspired by the awesome 
music of  Natalie Secrest, LouAnn Vaughn, Eve White and 
Megan Argabrite. In worship and study sessions facilitated by 
Alisa Lasater Wailoo (whose fi re burns even brighter than it 
did when she was on our church staff), 100 women ranging 
in age from 20-something to 90-something shared meaning-
ful pursuits: Small-group discussions, hikes, yoga, meditation, 
painting, games and s’mores. Together at the Caraway Retreat 
Center near Asheboro, we learned how women of  the Bible 
like Esther, Ruth and the witch of  Endor call us to shake up 
our lives and our world. 
One of  the reasons we started the women’s retreat 12 years 
ago was to create an opportunity to build relationships among 
women of  all ages. It touches our hearts to see what an impor-
tant program this has become. It’s also special that each year, 
new women join in the fun. At least 15 percent of  this year’s 
attendees were fi rst-timers. Inspirational quotes were taped up 
around Caraway’s facility. One from Dolly Parton epitomizes 
the fantastic work done by retreat chair Angie Murphy and the 
leadership team in putting together this memorable weekend: 

“If  your actions create a legacy that inspires others to dream 
more, learn more, do more and become more, then you are an 
excellent leader.”
Dolly would be proud.

Women’s Retreat:
DOLLY WOULD HAVE BEEN PROUD

By Ken Garfi eld

Our church’s Cub Scout Pack will welcome girls starting in 
March.

Pack 3, home to 65 boys in Grades 1-5, will follow the policy 
shift announced by the Boy Scouts of  America last October. 
The plan calls for Cub Scouts nationally to begin accepting 
girls in autumn 2018, with Boy Scouts to follow in 2019. Our 
church Pack is one of  the fi rst in Mecklenburg to start wel-
coming girls early.

The Boy Scouts, faced for years with dwindling enrollment, be-
lieves the switch will make life easier for busy parents, who can 
now shuttle brothers and sisters to the same meeting or camp-
ing trip. Said national board chairman Randall Stephenson: 
“I’ve seen nothing that develops leadership skills and discipline 
like this organization. It is time to make these outstanding lead-
ership development programs available to girls.”

Our Boy Scout Troop 3, home this spring to 40 young men 
ages 11 to 17, has until autumn 2019 to work this all out.

Church member Jennifer Clutter, who works with our Scouts 
program, says four girls are already interested in joining Cub 
Scouts. The group will welcome boy and girls to Pack meetings, 
campouts and other activities. Campsites will be side by side, 
one for boy and one for girls.

The move will be of  practical benefi t to families with Scouting-
age sons and daughters. One Pack meeting, one campout, 
one drive to the church parking lot to see them off  will all 
be logistical pluses. So will giving girls an equal opportunity 
to join, many believe. Jennifer Clutter shared that when their 
eight-year-old daughter, Kennedy, found out about the change, 
Kennedy said, “You mean I can earn an Eagle?” The answer, 
regarding that most vaunted of  Scout honors, is “Yes!”

Jason Bennett is Scoutmaster for our Boy Scout Troop. Doug 
Hulse is Cubmaster. Jay Brietz is committee chair for Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts. 

Myers Park United Methodist Church is also home to Daisy 
Girl Scout Troop 2266, with 10 girls in Grades K-1. The adult 
leaders are Jennifer Ross and Elle Allen. Brownie Troop 2268 
is home to nine third-grade girls. The co-leaders are Melissa 
Poovey and Nichelle Weintraub. Girls, of  course, can choose to 
remain involved in Girl Scouts.

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines is staff  liaison to 
our Scouting programs. Reach her at 704-295-4832 or lauren@
mpumc.org.

Girls in Grade K-5 who are interested in joining or learning more about 
the church’s Cub Scout Pack 3 are invited to attend a meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, February 21 or March 21, in the Youth Building. 

OUR CUB SCOUTS WELCOMING GIRLS

ON THE ROAD TO RECONCILIATION,
EXPLORING ‘SOME HARD STUFF’...

made it personal: Whites, he said, leave Sanctuaries like ours 
and go and do damage to black America. And white supremacy 
takes on subtler forms than a parade of  neo-Nazis. He said 
if  we embrace a Euro-centric image of  Jesus – blue eyes and 
blond hair – we’re part of  the problem. “If  that is the Jesus 
you serve, you worship the Jesus of  white supremacy.”

There was talk of  practical solutions, and reason for hope: 
Focus on mental health. Catch troubled kids early. Promote 
programs rather than prison. But on this night, Michael and 

Yulise Waters pushed their Christian audience to the core of  
the problem, putting the call for a fundamental change of  
heart in the form of  a question (or two):

“Do black lives matter to the church? Are all these statistics 
evidence of  a Christian nation?”

Our church continues to pursue racial reconciliation in a number of  ways. 
Turn to www.myersparkumc.org/race.

Continued From Front Page...

The church this Lent is hosting Mental Health: A Journey Toward 
Wholeness For All.  Email jwentz@mpumc.org for child care.

Monday, February 26, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life 
Building.   Learning sessions on Addictions, Anxiety, Depres-
sion, and Children/Youth Issues. Preregister for a session at 
www.myersparkumc.org.mentalhealth.

Saturday, March 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Room 
103 in the Parish Life Building. A Mental Health First Aid 
Training Workshop sharing risk factors, warning signs, getting 
help and more. Lunch is provided. Preregister at www.myer-
sparkumc.org/mentalhealth. No child care for this program.

Monday, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. Howell 
will talk with Dr. Warren Kinghorn about Healing & Wholeness: 
The Church And Mental Health. Dr. Kinghorn is a psychiatrist 
appointed within Duke Divinity School and Duke University 
Medical Center.

Monday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life Build-
ing. Choose from one of  these workshops: Mindfulness, 
Spiritual Direction, and Suicide Prevention. Preregister at www.
myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth.

Monday, March 19, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Beth Purdy 
and church member Martin Godwin will share their stories in 
The Journey Toward Wholeness.

• As part of  this Lenten focus, Belong Groups offer the 
chance to talk in small neighborhood groups. Groups run 
through late March. Locations, with different meeting days 
and times, include the church, McCreesh Place in NoDa, 
Sherwood Forest, Cotswold, Myers Park and Providence 
Park. Visit www.myersparkumc.org, log onto MyMPUMC 
and click on View Available Small Groups.

MENTAL HEALTH SERIES CONTINUES 
THROUGHOUT LENT

Scenes from the retreat. Photo by Lisa Stockton Howell.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
THROUGHOUT FEBRUARY
• Donate new and gently used winter coats and cold-weather 

clothing to Crisis Assistance Ministry. Goods go in the 
marked bin in the Parish Life lobby.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
• Give blood from 7:30 a.m. to noon in the Youth Building 

Gym. Call 704-376-8584 for an appointment. Walk-ins are 
welcome, though space may be limited. The drive honors 
the memory of  Mitchell Bays Turner, who passed away 
from cancer in 2014. He was two. He received 75 blood 
transfusions during his illness.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26
• The Wired 4 Ministry class from 9:30 a.m. to noon will 

help you understand how God “wired” you to make a 
difference through your spiritual gifts, personality, abilities 
and experiences. Details: Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or 
ctate@mpumc.org.

MARCH 9-11
• Middle School Girls and Middle School Guys go on 

a retreat to Cedar Grove Retreat in Kannapolis. The 
gatherings will feature speakers, fellowship (of  course!), 
ropes course, paintball and more. Sign up at www.
mpumcyouth.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 18
• Stephen Ministries holds Awareness Sunday, sharing 

information about the ministry of  one-on-one care and 
listening. An information table in the Parish Life lobby 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon will include applications to train to 
become a Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministers will usher 
that Sunday. To learn more, or to secure the services of  a 
Stephen Minister, reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or 
broth@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
• Senior Sunday, when we wrap our high school seniors in a 

blanket as a sign of  our continuing support as they venture 
into the future. A banquet follows. Students should sign up 
to participate in one of  the services. Information is at www.
mpumcyouth.org or reach Ellen Spence at 
ellenspence@mpumc.org.

MAY 20-26
• Are you college age and interested in making a difference in 

the world? Join the Mexico College Mission Team headed 
to McAllen, Texas, to work with Faith Ministries. Cost is 
$700. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/mission/mexico-
college. Details: Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.
org. 

MAY 27-28
• A new Women’s Backpacking Ministry takes its fi rst trip 

Memorial Day weekend to Mt. LeConte in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. It’s about a four-hour drive, 
toward Cherokee, N.C. The group will stay at LeConte 
Lodge. Plan on moderate hiking trails. Cost is $180. To 
learn more and sign up, email Jordan Baigas at jebaigas@
gmail.com or Courtney Maddox at cjm1203@gmail.com.

JUNE 18-21
• Up to 300 children from preschool to fi fth grade are 

expected for Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme is 
Rolling River Rampage. Registration for children begins March 
5. Volunteers can sign up now by reaching Jennifer Ross at 
kanejenn@aol.com.

JUNE 18 TO JULY 27
• Our 12th Freedom School offers young scholars from the 

Sedgefi eld schools communities a chance to read, learn, 
build character and have fun. To get involved, reach Becky 
Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org.

JULY 30-AUGUST 3
• Students in rising Grades 2-8 are invited to attend the 

annual Performing Arts Camp from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
daily at the church. Participants will present The Tale of  
Three Trees. Register before April 1 at www.myersparkumc.
org (MyMPUMC) for a discounted rate. Deadline to sign up 
is July 15.



Each Thursday
• During Ground Of  Grace Yoga 9:15 to 10:30 a.m. Thursdays 

through March 29 in Room 031 in the Snyder Building, 
Dr. Melanie Dobson will incorporate our Lenten worship 
themes into her body-mind-spirit sessions. All are invited, 
regardless of  yoga experience.

Monday, March 5
• A healing service at 6:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel will offer 

prayer and anointing with oil.

Thursday, March 8
• A musical meditation at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel will 

feature Francois Couperin’s Leçons de Ténèbres. This work will 
be performed by sopranos Margaret Carpenter Haigh and 
Hannah De Priest, with Nicolas Haigh (organ) and David 
Bevan Ellis (viola da gamba). Dr. Howell will share refl ec-
tions during the program.

Palm Sunday, March 25
• Sanctuary services are at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m.
• Church In The Round is at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall. We will 

celebrate with palms at all four services.

Maundy Thursday, March 29
• Service is at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 

hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice 
of  stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness 
of  the passion and death of  Jesus. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org, the church Facebook page and www.
Livestream.com. Child care is available for ages eight weeks 
through children not yet in kindergarten.

Good Friday, March 30
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctu-

ary will include the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from 
the Gospel of  Matthew.  Livestreamed at www.myerspar-
kumc.org and also the church Facebook page and www.
Livestream.com. Child care is available for ages eight weeks 
through children not yet in kindergarten.

Easter Sunday, April 1
• Sunrise service is at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel.
• Sanctuary services are at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 

Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass will participate at the 
three services. The 11:00 a.m. service will be livestreamed 
at www.myersparkumc.org, the church Facebook page and 
www.Livestream.com. Additional seating will be available 
for all three services in Francis Chapel, spilling over into 
Jubilee Hall if  needed.

• Church In The Round is at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.
• We encourage families to worship together. There is no 

Sunday School for children and youth. Child care for ages 
eight weeks through children not yet in kindergarten is avail-
able for all services except the sunrise service.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to community part-
ners who work with people struggling with mental health, 
substance abuse or addiction. Make your check out to 
Myers Park United Methodist Church with Easter Offering on the 
memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather 
on the church lawn and fi ll the cross with fl owers. Photos 
are encouraged.

Monday, April 2
• Church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

Worship Themes
• Each Sunday in Lent will focus on a worship theme, in 

connection with our Lenten focus on mental health: From 
Despair Toward Hope February 25; From Foolishness Toward 
Wisdom March 4; From Judgment Toward Mercy March 11; From 
Guilt Toward Joy March 18; From Pride Toward Humility on 
Palm Sunday, March 25; and From Brokenness Toward Forgive-
ness on Easter Sunday April 1.

This And That
• Stephen Ministries’ devotional – Meditations for Lent 2018 – is 

around the campus, with refl ections from members, clergy 
and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ Lenten calendar is also around the 
campus with Scripture and activities for observing Lent.

• The Sunday shuttle makes it easy getting to and from 
church. It runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 
Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn Avenue.

LENT, 2018

Look elsewhere in today’s Cornerstone and at www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth for details
on our Lenten series – Mental Health: A Journey Toward Wholeness For All.

“I imagine Lent for you and for me as a great departure 
from the greedy, anxious antineighborliness of  our 
economy, a great departure from our exclusionary 

politics that fears the other, a great departure from self-
indulgent consumerism that devours creation. And then 
an arrival in a new neighborhood, because it is a gift to 

be simple, it is a gift to be free; it is a gift 
to come down where we ought to be.”

• Theologian Walter Brueggemann



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Martha Bledsoe, wife of  Lou Bledsoe, mother of  Mary Martha 
Felkner and grandmother of  Jack, David and Catherine 
Felkner, who died on February 1, 2018. Linda Sue Stephens, 
aunt of  Melissa Whitton, sister of  Clay Stephens and friend 
of  Sarah Price, who died on February 1, 2018. Loraine Frances 
Howell, wife of  Jack Howell, who died on February 2, 2018. 
Ralph Jackson Moody, father of  Robert Moody, who died on 
February 3, 2018. Susan Spell Butler, grandmother of  Shelley 
Butler and great-grandmother of  Stuart and Jack Butler, who 
died on February 5, 2018.

Babies 
Miller Frederick Cummings, son of  Ellie and Chris Cummings, 
grandson of  Charlotte and Gary Morgan, nephew of  Tiz and 
Alex Federal and cousin of  Charlie Federal, born on January 
29, 2018.  

Weddings 
Kristina Adzhigirey and Field Snyder, married on February 10, 
2018, at the church. Hallie Spears and Robert Gunst Jr., married 
on February 17, 2018, at the church.

Sisters Leigh Ann and Lynsley Smith, right, report from the 12th 
annual Women’s Retreat.

The offi cial title of  this year’s retreat was Sisters – Studying, 
Serving, Shaking Things Up. But for the Smith sisters, an 

unoffi cial title might have been The Wisdom of  Dolly Parton. Our 
Dolly-inspired weekend began with a trucker hat that Lynsley 
bought on Friday, proclaiming Raised on Dolly. It  continued 
with many opportunities to experience our favorite Dolly 
quote from Steel Magnolias: “Laughter through tears is my 
favorite emotion.”
At the Saturday night worship service, many were brought 
to tears by a poignant exercise of  writing on magnolia leaves 
the names of  women who have impacted our faith journeys, 
and using them to decorate a cross at the front of  the chapel. 
Then, fi ve minutes later, an impromptu conga line formed 
to Shake Like You’ve Been Changed, inspired by the awesome 
music of  Natalie Secrest, LouAnn Vaughn, Eve White and 
Megan Argabrite. In worship and study sessions facilitated by 
Alisa Lasater Wailoo (whose fi re burns even brighter than it 
did when she was on our church staff), 100 women ranging 
in age from 20-something to 90-something shared meaning-
ful pursuits: Small-group discussions, hikes, yoga, meditation, 
painting, games and s’mores. Together at the Caraway Retreat 
Center near Asheboro, we learned how women of  the Bible 
like Esther, Ruth and the witch of  Endor call us to shake up 
our lives and our world. 
One of  the reasons we started the women’s retreat 12 years 
ago was to create an opportunity to build relationships among 
women of  all ages. It touches our hearts to see what an impor-
tant program this has become. It’s also special that each year, 
new women join in the fun. At least 15 percent of  this year’s 
attendees were fi rst-timers. Inspirational quotes were taped up 
around Caraway’s facility. One from Dolly Parton epitomizes 
the fantastic work done by retreat chair Angie Murphy and the 
leadership team in putting together this memorable weekend: 

“If  your actions create a legacy that inspires others to dream 
more, learn more, do more and become more, then you are an 
excellent leader.”
Dolly would be proud.

Women’s Retreat:
DOLLY WOULD HAVE BEEN PROUD

By Ken Garfi eld

Our church’s Cub Scout Pack will welcome girls starting in 
March.

Pack 3, home to 65 boys in Grades 1-5, will follow the policy 
shift announced by the Boy Scouts of  America last October. 
The plan calls for Cub Scouts nationally to begin accepting 
girls in autumn 2018, with Boy Scouts to follow in 2019. Our 
church Pack is one of  the fi rst in Mecklenburg to start wel-
coming girls early.

The Boy Scouts, faced for years with dwindling enrollment, be-
lieves the switch will make life easier for busy parents, who can 
now shuttle brothers and sisters to the same meeting or camp-
ing trip. Said national board chairman Randall Stephenson: 
“I’ve seen nothing that develops leadership skills and discipline 
like this organization. It is time to make these outstanding lead-
ership development programs available to girls.”

Our Boy Scout Troop 3, home this spring to 40 young men 
ages 11 to 17, has until autumn 2019 to work this all out.

Church member Jennifer Clutter, who works with our Scouts 
program, says four girls are already interested in joining Cub 
Scouts. The group will welcome boy and girls to Pack meetings, 
campouts and other activities. Campsites will be side by side, 
one for boy and one for girls.

The move will be of  practical benefi t to families with Scouting-
age sons and daughters. One Pack meeting, one campout, 
one drive to the church parking lot to see them off  will all 
be logistical pluses. So will giving girls an equal opportunity 
to join, many believe. Jennifer Clutter shared that when their 
eight-year-old daughter, Kennedy, found out about the change, 
Kennedy said, “You mean I can earn an Eagle?” The answer, 
regarding that most vaunted of  Scout honors, is “Yes!”

Jason Bennett is Scoutmaster for our Boy Scout Troop. Doug 
Hulse is Cubmaster. Jay Brietz is committee chair for Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts. 

Myers Park United Methodist Church is also home to Daisy 
Girl Scout Troop 2266, with 10 girls in Grades K-1. The adult 
leaders are Jennifer Ross and Elle Allen. Brownie Troop 2268 
is home to nine third-grade girls. The co-leaders are Melissa 
Poovey and Nichelle Weintraub. Girls, of  course, can choose to 
remain involved in Girl Scouts.

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines is staff  liaison to 
our Scouting programs. Reach her at 704-295-4832 or lauren@
mpumc.org.

Girls in Grade K-5 who are interested in joining or learning more about 
the church’s Cub Scout Pack 3 are invited to attend a meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, February 21 or March 21, in the Youth Building. 

OUR CUB SCOUTS WELCOMING GIRLS

ON THE ROAD TO RECONCILIATION,
EXPLORING ‘SOME HARD STUFF’...

made it personal: Whites, he said, leave Sanctuaries like ours 
and go and do damage to black America. And white supremacy 
takes on subtler forms than a parade of  neo-Nazis. He said 
if  we embrace a Euro-centric image of  Jesus – blue eyes and 
blond hair – we’re part of  the problem. “If  that is the Jesus 
you serve, you worship the Jesus of  white supremacy.”

There was talk of  practical solutions, and reason for hope: 
Focus on mental health. Catch troubled kids early. Promote 
programs rather than prison. But on this night, Michael and 

Yulise Waters pushed their Christian audience to the core of  
the problem, putting the call for a fundamental change of  
heart in the form of  a question (or two):

“Do black lives matter to the church? Are all these statistics 
evidence of  a Christian nation?”

Our church continues to pursue racial reconciliation in a number of  ways. 
Turn to www.myersparkumc.org/race.

Continued From Front Page...

The church this Lent is hosting Mental Health: A Journey Toward 
Wholeness For All.  Email jwentz@mpumc.org for child care.

Monday, February 26, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life 
Building.   Learning sessions on Addictions, Anxiety, Depres-
sion, and Children/Youth Issues. Preregister for a session at 
www.myersparkumc.org.mentalhealth.

Saturday, March 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Room 
103 in the Parish Life Building. A Mental Health First Aid 
Training Workshop sharing risk factors, warning signs, getting 
help and more. Lunch is provided. Preregister at www.myer-
sparkumc.org/mentalhealth. No child care for this program.

Monday, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. Howell 
will talk with Dr. Warren Kinghorn about Healing & Wholeness: 
The Church And Mental Health. Dr. Kinghorn is a psychiatrist 
appointed within Duke Divinity School and Duke University 
Medical Center.

Monday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life Build-
ing. Choose from one of  these workshops: Mindfulness, 
Spiritual Direction, and Suicide Prevention. Preregister at www.
myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth.

Monday, March 19, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Beth Purdy 
and church member Martin Godwin will share their stories in 
The Journey Toward Wholeness.

• As part of  this Lenten focus, Belong Groups offer the 
chance to talk in small neighborhood groups. Groups run 
through late March. Locations, with different meeting days 
and times, include the church, McCreesh Place in NoDa, 
Sherwood Forest, Cotswold, Myers Park and Providence 
Park. Visit www.myersparkumc.org, log onto MyMPUMC 
and click on View Available Small Groups.

MENTAL HEALTH SERIES CONTINUES 
THROUGHOUT LENT

Scenes from the retreat. Photo by Lisa Stockton Howell.



Want to purchase an 
Easter lily in honor or 
memory of  a loved one? 
You can place your order 
at www.myersparkumc.
org or send a check for 
$15 per lily to the church 
along with the name 
of  the person you are 
honoring/remembering. 
The deadline for this 
lovely church tradition is 
March 21. Dedications will 
be shared in the Easter 
Sunday (April 1) worship 
bulletins. Turn inside for 
the complete schedule of  
Lenten worship services 
and other programs. 
Questions? Reach Director 
of  Communications Ken 
Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

By Ken Garfi eld

Michael and Yulise Waters promised us 
“some hard stuff ” and they did not lie, 
throwing down a challenge: Looking out into 
a Sanctuary packed with 700 whites, blacks 
and Christians of  all ages and backgrounds, 
he said, “This is enough (people) to change 
the city.” Then he dared us: “Can you say 
you love Jesus knowing children go to bed 
hungry? Can you say you love Jesus if  you 
harbor hate in your heart?”

Michael and Yulise Waters traveled to 
Charlotte from Dallas to address the national 
racial divide. They are qualifi ed to do so: 
He’s a pastor, author and activist who’s 
been in the middle of  the great debate 
over race and justice. She’s a lawyer who 
works with a program that seeks to divert 
offenders from prisons to programs that 

might change the course of  their lives. A 
coalition of  congregations brought them to 
town: Myers Park United Methodist, Myers 
Park Presbyterian, South Tryon Community 
United Methodist and C.N. Jenkins 
Memorial Presbyterian. Organizers hoped 
they’d hold nothing back. They did not.

They focused on poverty and mass 
incarceration as symptoms of  institutional 
racism. More than one-quarter of  black 
people live in poverty, they shared. One in 
17 white men are likely to be incarcerated in 
the United States compared to one in three 
black men. This reality, they said, extends 
from the legacy of  slavery, and from the 
white establishment keeping blacks down. 
“Intentionality,” he called it, whether red-
lining blacks out of  certain neighborhoods 
or refusing to grant home and business loans 
essential to escaping poverty. Michael Waters 

Some 150 of  us gathered in Jubilee Hall – church members, 
ministry partners and friends from the South Tryon 
community – to lift up our theme for 2018 (and beyond): 
Relationships Matter. As Liz Clasen-Kelly, head of  the Men’s 
Shelter of  Charlotte, told us during the gathering, we are 
called to share our stories. To fi nd God where others don’t, 
even (especially!) in shelters or under bridges. And to love. 
Partners who joined us for fellowship (and spaghetti) included 
Loaves & Fishes, UMAR, The Learning Collaborative and 
other agencies through which we can build new relationships. 
Establishing those relationships, Liz said, will inspire us to 
seek better policies for what ails us. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/serve for opportunities to serve. 

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

Church member Jeremy Coffey founded Good Soles, a nonprofi t 
providing steel toe boots to men in need. In 2017, they proved 365 pairs 
of  boots to The Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte. A new initiative for Jeremy 
and Good Soles arose from one of  Dr. Melanie Dobson’s sermons. 
Now, inside each box of  shoes, the recipients will fi nd the words “You 
Are Beloved,” along with notes of  encouragement from people in the 
church and community. Jeremy recently hosted signing events with our 
church youth group, and friends at Sugar Creek Brewing. On Tuesday, 
March 6, Good Soles will partner with the Charlotte Hornets as the 
nonprofi t of  the night at the NBA game. Tickets can be purchased 
through Good Soles’ personalized link. Proceeds from those ticket sales 
benefi t Good Soles and their mission. To learn more, reach Jeremy at 
goodsolesinchrist@gmail.com. To buy tickets: https://groupmatics.
events/event/Goodsoles. – Melissa McGill.

Jeremy Coffey, right, founded Good Soles in 2017. Photo by Melissa McGill.

GOOD SOLES’ MINISTRY IS GROWING

ON THE ROAD TO 
RECONCILIATION,
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Michael and Yulise Waters. Photo by Lisa Stockton Howell.

The committee working to educate our congregation 
about the importance of  planned giving to the future 
of  Myers Park United Methodist Church shares 
this invitation.

The church’s Wesley Foundation 
Subcommittee for Planned Giving has 
established special recognition for individuals 
or families who have previously made a 
planned gift or made known their intention 
to commit to a gift by the end of  2018. They 
will be included as a “Founding Member” 
of  the Wesley Circle. The fi rst list of  such 
donors will be shared with the congregation 
later this spring, and we want to make sure 
we have the most accurate record of  gifts 
and intentions. If  you have made a planned 

gift to the church, please let Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier know. You can 
reach her at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org. We will always honor the 
wishes of  those who choose to make a gift 
but remain anonymous. The mechanism 
for planned giving at our church is the 
Wesley Foundation. Founded in 1983, it was 
created primarily to preserve the buildings 
and campus through capital projects. A $5 
million gift in 1996 from a church member’s 
estate allowed the foundation to expand, 
and support outreach. Wesley Foundation 
outreach grants in 2017 totaled $175,000. 
More information, including a video, can be 
found at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

WESLEY CIRCLE TAKING SHAPE

Continued Inside...




