
Soon, together, we begin 
the Lenten journey, 
those days of  prayer and 
introspection leading 
to Easter Sunday, April 
1. The Shrove Tuesday 
pancake supper is 
February 13, followed by 
Ash Wednesday services 
at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. February 14. Turn 
inside and to www.
myersparkumc.org, for 
the complete schedule of  
opportunities and activities 
throughout Lent. Featured 
is our church series, Mental 
Health: A Journey Toward 
Wholeness For All. Pope 
Francis says it powerfully: 
“Lent comes providentially 
to reawaken us, to shake us 
from our lethargy.”
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

The conversation of  our time – race, faith 
and hope – comes home to Jubilee Hall on 
Monday, February 12.

A coalition of  congregations, including 
ours, have united to bring to town a Dallas 
(Texas) pastor/activist who 
challenges us to change 
the arc of  racial violence. 
First, writes Michael W. 
Waters, we must change 
how we view our past and 
present: “During times of  
overwhelming pain and 
unyielding struggle, yes, 
even times such as these, it 
proves essential to change 
one’s vantage point. Climb 
high upon the hill. Climb 
high upon the hill for a clear view. For upon 
the hill, we see that far more stand for the 
cause of  peace and justice than those who 
seek to cause humanity harm.”

Water and his wife, Yulise, a Dallas lawyer, 
will join in a 1½ hour discussion focused 
on his book, Stakes Is High – Race, Faith And 
Hope For America. It’s for sale in Goodness 
Gracious! Also participating will be Dr. 
Howell and Rev. Nathan Arledge, Dr. Joe 
Clifford of  Myers Park Presbyterian and Rev. 
Ray McKinnon of  South Tryon Community 
United Methodist. Their churches, plus C.N. 
Jenkins Memorial Presbyterian, are cohosting 
this community forum. Everyone is invited 
to a reception at 6:30 p.m. to meet our guests 

and share fellowship and refreshments. The 
program starts at 7:00 p.m. To RSVP and 
learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/
michael-waters.

Stirred by the 2015 Charleston church 
massacre, Myers Park United 
Methodist Church has 
been working toward racial 
reconciliation through Pass 
The Peace dinners and more. 
Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/race for opportunities to 
join the movement.

Stakes Is High – our program 
and Waters’ book – covers 
a lot of  ground, including 
recent acts of  violence that 
have shattered the peace 

across America. The goal is to challenge us 
to face these issues head-on, and to look for 
answers together.

Says Rev. Nathan Arledge: “Dr. Michael and 
Yulise Waters bring us a prophetic message 
of  hope, call to action and challenge to build 
relationships deep within our communities. 
They’ll present a hopeful message – hope 
to be found in the challenges, hope to be 
found for the oppressed, hope to be found 
for the church to be bold in its approach to 
racial reconciliation. We hope the evening 
challenges listeners to do their part – to 
#livedifferently through the gift of  the Holy 
Spirit.”

• Donations of  new and gently used coats and other winter 
items are welcome for Crisis Assistance Ministry. Goods 
go in the marked bin in the Parish Life Building lobby.

• One of  our most enduring ministries returns for its 12th 
summer: Freedom School, offering reading, learning and 
character-building for young scholars in the Sedgefi eld 
school communities. Freedom School is June 18 to July 
17 at Sedgefi eld Elementary School. To help, reach Becky 
Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org.

• Upcoming Wired 4 Ministry classes offer the opportunity 
to understand how God “wired” you to make a difference 
through your spiritual gifts, personality, abilities and 
experiences. Classes are Tuesday, February 13, from 6:30 
to 9:00 p.m., and Monday, February 26, from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. Registration and pre-class exercises are required. 
Reach Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org.

• Lest you forget, Valentine’s Day is Wednesday, February 
14. The Goodness Gracious! shop in the Parish Life 
lobby– where sales support outreach – is fi lled with cards 
and gifts sure to express your love (and keep you out of  
the doghouse). We really like the framed art that declares, 
“all of  me loves all of  you.”

• A reminder from Parish Nurse Susan Mobley: “The fl u 
has been raging this winter. Help contain its spread by 
refraining from shaking hands if  you have fl u or cold 
symptoms.” A fl u joke as you reach for the Kleenex: 
The patient sat in the doctor’s examining room and 
asked, “Flu?” The doctor replied, “No, I rode my bicycle 
actually.”

WINTER COATS, WIRED 4 MINISTRY

Our church is hiring a part-time Director of  Stewardship 
to help deepen the culture of  giving at Myers Park United 
Methodist. The search for such a person is in the early 
stages. The work will involve helping coordinate the annual 
stewardship campaign, Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach, planned 
giving and special projects – all of  it centering around lifting 
up how our generosity serves Christ.
The news was shared by Staff  Parish Relations Committee 
chair Michelle Vigor at the Administrative Board’s dinner 
meeting. Also:
• New Administrative Board members introduced 

themselves. Will Barr has succeeded Mark Kinghorn as 
chair of  the Administrative Board. Also, Richard Wood 
succeeds Dennis Soter as Finance Committee chair, 
and Beverley Shull takes over from Tina Weinberg as 
Trustees chair. All, as Dr. Howell has shared, deserve the 
congregation’s thanks for serving.

• Richard Wood, as he noted in the last Cornerstone, reported 
that the church fi nished 2017 with a $137,000 surplus. He 
encourages the congregation to give throughout the year, 
and not wait for that last-minute December push.

• Rev. Nathan Arledge, our Minister of  Missions, shared 
upcoming outreach plans, and our 2018 theme – 
Relationships Matter.

• Director of  Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman shared 
her team’s commitment to helping families deepen the 
faith life of  their children. One emphasis for 2018: 
Encouraging family meal time.

• Will Barr challenged the Administrative Board to 
be engaged in the life of  the church. “We have an 
obligation,” he said, “to challenge each other and 
challenge our leaders.”

CHURCH TO HIRE PART-TIME 
STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR

FEBRUARY 12 FOCUS:
‘STAKES IS HIGH’ 

OUR THEME FOR 2018: 
RELATIONSHIPS MATTER
Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones introduces 
our Missions Ministries theme for 2018, the 
focus of  a spaghetti dinner this past Monday 
evening in Jubilee Hall. To learn more, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve. 

For a few years, you’ve been hearing people 
around the church talking about living 
differently. That’s not going to change 
in 2018, but we do plan to focus on one 
particular way we strive to live differently.

This year, we’re looking at how Relationships 
Matter. 

We celebrate how our church family serves 
within the church, in the city of  Charlotte 
and around the world. All that time spent 
serving in so many ways offers an incredible 

opportunity to build relationships with 
people you might not otherwise encounter. 
As 2018 unfolds, we challenge you to think 
about the people you’ve met and with whom 
you’ve begun forming relationships. How 
have they enriched your lives? What can you 
offer that might enrich theirs? How can you 
stretch beyond your comfort zone and begin 
to develop deeper, perhaps more vulnerable 
relationships? How can you share your story 
so others might hear and have a similar 
experience? 

In this busy world, it’s easy to think of  
serving in terms of  transactions – meals 
served, rooms painted, events organized. 
This year, let’s think more about names 
learned and stories shared.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Dorothy Luter Hobson, wife of  Willie Hobson, mother of  Patrick 
Hobson and grandmother of  Elizabeth and William Hobson, 
who died on June 25, 2017. Mary Ellen Strawbridge Yarborough, 
mother of  Lynn Saul and grandmother of  Caroline and 
Charlotte Saul, who died on January 13, 2018. Kenneth Craig 
“Casey” Robbins, father of  Becky Mitchener and grandfather 
of  John, Katie and William Moore, who died on January 15, 
2018. Isabel “Boots” Clutter, mother of  Bonnie Gunter and 
grandmother of  Paige Robertson, who died on January 16, 
2018. Gail Jacobs Vinson, mother of  Sheri Straughn and Trey 
Vinson and grandmother of  William, Taylor Anne and Erich 
Straughn, who died on January 25, 2018.

Babies 
Bennett Lane Holberton, son of  Kristen and Eric Holberton, 
grandson of  Tobie and Bob Holberton, nephew of  Brian 
and Jimena Holberton, Laurel and Dan Mogenson and 
Shannon and Lance Townsend and cousin of  Ellis Hayes and 
Willow Mogensen and Easton and Gage Townsend, born on 
December 24, 2017. Caroline Elizabeth Johnson, daughter of  
Lauren and Eric Johnson and sister of  Katherine Johnson, 
born on January 2, 2018. Elizabeth Calloway Smoak, daughter of  
Camilla and Will Smoak, granddaughter of  Carolyn Johnston 
and niece of  Emery and Taylor Johnston, born on January 
12, 2018. Lucas “Luke” Gordon Marsh, son of  Amy and Parker 
Marsh and brother of  Parks Marsh, born on January 24, 2018. 

Weddings 
Audrey Gaskins and Christopher Cooley, married on January 20, 
2018, at the church.

The church this Lenten season, through special programs and 
a focus in worship, will host a community conversation on 
Mental Health: A Journey Toward Wholeness For All.

Rev. Bill Roth, our Minister of  Congregational Care, offers this 
perspective on why: “For too long, there has been a deep and 
profoundly ingrained stigma around mental health in our cul-
ture and in our churches. Those living with mental illness have 
faced society’s fear and disgust, and have been ostracized or 
abandoned. This is unkind and unbiblical. It can also be lethal. 
Isolation worsens symptoms and leads to despair. It’s time the 
church spoke in a loud voice proclaiming acceptance for those 
of  us who struggle with mental health issues. It is time for 
the church to say clearly, it is not a sin to have a mental illness. 
Is there a better time than Lent to sacrifi ce our ‘be perfect’ 
images, and to break the silence and stigma?” Our church has 
reached out to neighboring congregations, inviting them to 
join the conversation. All are encouraged to welcome a friend 
and neighbor as well.

The schedule:
• Monday, February 19, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. 

Dr. Howell and Justin Perry of  Perry Counseling Healing 
and Recovery will talk about Mental Health: Beginning The 
Conversation.

• Monday, February 26, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life 
Building. Learning sessions on Addictions, Anxiety, 
Depression, and Children/Youth Issues. Preregister for a 
session at www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth.

• Saturday, March 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 
Room 103 in the Parish Life Building. A Mental Health 
First Aid Training Workshop sharing risk factors, warn-
ing signs, strategies in crisis and non-crisis situations, and 
where to get help. Lunch is provided. Preregister at www.
myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth. No child care.

• Monday, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. 
Howell will talk with Dr. Warren Kinghorn about Healing 
& Wholeness: The Church And Mental Health. Dr. Kinghorn 
is a psychiatrist jointly appointed within Duke Divinity 
School and Duke University Medical Center.

• Monday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life 
Building. Choose from one of  these programs: Mindful-
ness, Spiritual Direction, and Suicide Prevention. Preregis-
ter at www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth.

• Monday, March 19, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Beth 
Purdy and church member Martin Godwin will share their 
personal stories in The Journey Toward Wholeness.

To learn more about this series, or talk about this subject, 
reach Rev. Bill Roth at (704) 295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 
For child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org by Thursday, the 
week before the event. To preregister, visit www.myerspar-
kumc.org/mentalhealth.

Mental Health Series Starts February 19
‘IT’S TIME THE CHURCH SPOKE 

IN A LOUD VOICE’

Faces of  the 01/01 Birthday Party. Photos by Susie B. Williams.

No one would disagree with Master of  Ceremonies (and High School 
Youth Associate) Jason Rhymer when he lifts up the 01/01 Birthday 

Party for its diversity, energy and togetherness. Refugee Support Services, led 
by church member Rachel Humphries, hosted its annual party in Jubilee Hall 
for newcomers to Charlotte who were assigned January 1 for their birthdays 
by the U.N. Gathered together were 250 refugees from 13 nations. Some 100 
volunteers, including 20 church youth, helped bring the event to life. In this 
age of  divisiveness, when we bicker about dreamers, immigration and a wall, 
the 01/01 Birthday Party presents the other side of  the debate. The one based 
on love and acceptance. As Jason said of  this extraordinary Saturday night, 
“I wish it looked like this every day of  the year.”

THE 01/01 BIRTHDAY PARTY

Church member Hayley Curry shares how she got involved in the new 
12:12 Ministry, which helps newcomers and others fi nd their place at 

our church, whether a class, small group, service 
opportunity or something else.

My involvement with the 12:12 Ministry 
grew organically out of  my experiences last 
year as a newcomer to Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. I felt a bit intimidated 
by the size of  the church, and my husband 
Drew and I had to be proactive in fi nding 
where we fi t in. When I learned that the 

12:12 Ministry existed, I knew I wanted 
to be a part of  it. I love the mission of  connecting others, 
whether they are newcomers or longtime members, with 
ways to get involved. This is a welcoming place. But the many 

opportunities to make friends and serve others, through small 
groups, Sunday School classes, Men’s Backpacking Ministry, 
baking ministry and more, can be overwhelming. That’s where 
the 12:12 Ministry comes in. 

There is truly something for everyone here. I’m excited to help 
people make new connections within the Myers Park United 
Methodist family.

Want to schedule a conversation with a 12:12 mentor who can help guide 
you to the right opportunity? Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-
4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org. You can also visit www.myersparkumc.
org/1212. The inspiration comes from 1 Corinthians 12:12 – “There 
is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one 
body. It is the same with Christ.”

‘I LOVE THE MISSION 
OF CONNECTING OTHERS’

Hayley Curry

12:12
Ministry

JOIN A BELONG GROUP
As part of  this Lenten focus, Belong Groups will 
offer the opportunity to talk about the journey in 

small neighborhood groups, led by a trained facilitator. 
Belong Groups will start the week of  February 
18 and run through late March. Locations, with 

different meeting days and times, will include the 
church, McCreesh Place in NoDa, Sherwood Forest, 
Cotswold, Myers Park and Providence Park. To learn 
more and sign up, visit www.myersparkumc.org, log 

onto MyMPUMC and click View Available Small Groups.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
FEBRUARY 12
• Join us from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall as author/

activist Rev. Dr. Michael W. Waters leads a community 
forum on our national racial divide. The program and 
his book are entitled Stakes Is High: Race, Faith, and Hope 
for America. Joining Dr. Waters will be Yulise Waters, Dr. 
Howell, Dr. Joe Clifford of  Myers Park Presbyterian, 
Rev. Nathan Arledge and Rev. Ray McKinnon of  South 
Tryon Community United Methodist Church. This talk 
is presented with Myers Park Presbyterian, South Tryon 
Community United Methodist and C.N. Jenkins Memorial 
Presbyterian churches. To RSVP and learn more, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/michael-waters. Details elsewhere in 
the Cornerstone. A 6:30 p.m. reception is followed by the 
program at 7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 13
• Learn about the mission trip to Brazil July 6-15 at a meeting 

at 6:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. Details: Team leaders Donna 
Sheehan at Donna.Sheehan@wellsfargo.com or Shannon 
Bannister at bannisters@hhbrown.com.

FEBRUARY 20
• The Caregivers Support Group meets at 11:30 a.m. in 

Room 106, offering the chance to share the challenges and 
experiences of  caring for a loved one. Details: Parish Nurse 
Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

FEBRUARY 25
• Give blood from 7:30 a.m. to noon in the Youth Building 

Gym. Call 704-376-8584 to schedule an appointment, 
or sign up at the table in the Parish Life lobby from 9:00 
to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, February 11 and 18. Walk-ins are 
welcome, though space may be limited. The drive honors 
the memory of  Mitchell Bays Turner, who passed away 
from cancer in 2014 at age two. He received 75 blood 
tranfusions during his heartbreaking journey. 

MARCH 18
• Stephen Ministries holds an Awareness Sunday, 

sharing information about this ministry of  one-on-one 
conversation and care. An information table will be in 
the Parish Life lobby from 8:30 a.m. to noon, including 
applications to train to become a Stephen Minister. Stephen 
Ministers will usher that Sunday. To learn more, or to 
secure the services of  a Stephen Minister, reach Rev. Bill 
Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

MAY 20-26
• Are you college age and interested in making a difference 

in the world? Join the Mexico College Mission Team 
headed to McAllen, Texas. Cost is $700. Register at www.
myersparkumc.org/mission/mexico-college. Details: Rev. 
Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org. 

JUNE 18-21
• Up to 300 children from preschool to fi fth grade are 

expected for Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme is 
Rolling River Rampage. Registration for children begins in 
March. Volunteers can sign up now by reaching Jennifer 
Ross at kanejenn@aol.com.

JULY 30-AUGUST 3
• Students in rising Grades 2-8 are invited to attend the 

annual Performing Arts Camp from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
daily at the church. Participants will present The Tale of  
Three Trees. Register before April 1 at www.myersparkumc.
org (MyMPUMC) for a discounted rate. Deadline to sign up 
is July 15.

ALL THE TIME…
• Centering Prayer is available each Wednesday from 11:30 

a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel.
• Our Sunday shuttle bus runs from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

between the church and Myers Park Traditional School at 
2132 Radcliffe Avenue. Take the shuttle and avoid having 
to fi nd a parking space. 
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The church this Lenten season, through special programs and 
a focus in worship, will host a community conversation on 
Mental Health: A Journey Toward Wholeness For All.

Rev. Bill Roth, our Minister of  Congregational Care, offers this 
perspective on why: “For too long, there has been a deep and 
profoundly ingrained stigma around mental health in our cul-
ture and in our churches. Those living with mental illness have 
faced society’s fear and disgust, and have been ostracized or 
abandoned. This is unkind and unbiblical. It can also be lethal. 
Isolation worsens symptoms and leads to despair. It’s time the 
church spoke in a loud voice proclaiming acceptance for those 
of  us who struggle with mental health issues. It is time for 
the church to say clearly, it is not a sin to have a mental illness. 
Is there a better time than Lent to sacrifi ce our ‘be perfect’ 
images, and to break the silence and stigma?” Our church has 
reached out to neighboring congregations, inviting them to 
join the conversation. All are encouraged to welcome a friend 
and neighbor as well.

The schedule:
• Monday, February 19, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. 

Dr. Howell and Justin Perry of  Perry Counseling Healing 
and Recovery will talk about Mental Health: Beginning The 
Conversation.

• Monday, February 26, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life 
Building. Learning sessions on Addictions, Anxiety, 
Depression, and Children/Youth Issues. Preregister for a 
session at www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth.

• Saturday, March 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 
Room 103 in the Parish Life Building. A Mental Health 
First Aid Training Workshop sharing risk factors, warn-
ing signs, strategies in crisis and non-crisis situations, and 
where to get help. Lunch is provided. Preregister at www.
myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth. No child care.

• Monday, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. 
Howell will talk with Dr. Warren Kinghorn about Healing 
& Wholeness: The Church And Mental Health. Dr. Kinghorn 
is a psychiatrist jointly appointed within Duke Divinity 
School and Duke University Medical Center.

• Monday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Life 
Building. Choose from one of  these programs: Mindful-
ness, Spiritual Direction, and Suicide Prevention. Preregis-
ter at www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth.

• Monday, March 19, at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Beth 
Purdy and church member Martin Godwin will share their 
personal stories in The Journey Toward Wholeness.

To learn more about this series, or talk about this subject, 
reach Rev. Bill Roth at (704) 295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 
For child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org by Thursday, the 
week before the event. To preregister, visit www.myerspar-
kumc.org/mentalhealth.

Mental Health Series Starts February 19
‘IT’S TIME THE CHURCH SPOKE 

IN A LOUD VOICE’

Faces of  the 01/01 Birthday Party. Photos by Susie B. Williams.

No one would disagree with Master of  Ceremonies (and High School 
Youth Associate) Jason Rhymer when he lifts up the 01/01 Birthday 

Party for its diversity, energy and togetherness. Refugee Support Services, led 
by church member Rachel Humphries, hosted its annual party in Jubilee Hall 
for newcomers to Charlotte who were assigned January 1 for their birthdays 
by the U.N. Gathered together were 250 refugees from 13 nations. Some 100 
volunteers, including 20 church youth, helped bring the event to life. In this 
age of  divisiveness, when we bicker about dreamers, immigration and a wall, 
the 01/01 Birthday Party presents the other side of  the debate. The one based 
on love and acceptance. As Jason said of  this extraordinary Saturday night, 
“I wish it looked like this every day of  the year.”

THE 01/01 BIRTHDAY PARTY

Church member Hayley Curry shares how she got involved in the new 
12:12 Ministry, which helps newcomers and others fi nd their place at 

our church, whether a class, small group, service 
opportunity or something else.

My involvement with the 12:12 Ministry 
grew organically out of  my experiences last 
year as a newcomer to Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. I felt a bit intimidated 
by the size of  the church, and my husband 
Drew and I had to be proactive in fi nding 
where we fi t in. When I learned that the 

12:12 Ministry existed, I knew I wanted 
to be a part of  it. I love the mission of  connecting others, 
whether they are newcomers or longtime members, with 
ways to get involved. This is a welcoming place. But the many 

opportunities to make friends and serve others, through small 
groups, Sunday School classes, Men’s Backpacking Ministry, 
baking ministry and more, can be overwhelming. That’s where 
the 12:12 Ministry comes in. 

There is truly something for everyone here. I’m excited to help 
people make new connections within the Myers Park United 
Methodist family.

Want to schedule a conversation with a 12:12 mentor who can help guide 
you to the right opportunity? Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-
4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org. You can also visit www.myersparkumc.
org/1212. The inspiration comes from 1 Corinthians 12:12 – “There 
is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one 
body. It is the same with Christ.”

‘I LOVE THE MISSION 
OF CONNECTING OTHERS’

Hayley Curry

12:12
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JOIN A BELONG GROUP
As part of  this Lenten focus, Belong Groups will 
offer the opportunity to talk about the journey in 

small neighborhood groups, led by a trained facilitator. 
Belong Groups will start the week of  February 
18 and run through late March. Locations, with 

different meeting days and times, will include the 
church, McCreesh Place in NoDa, Sherwood Forest, 
Cotswold, Myers Park and Providence Park. To learn 
more and sign up, visit www.myersparkumc.org, log 

onto MyMPUMC and click View Available Small Groups.



Soon, together, we begin 
the Lenten journey, 
those days of  prayer and 
introspection leading 
to Easter Sunday, April 
1. The Shrove Tuesday 
pancake supper is 
February 13, followed by 
Ash Wednesday services 
at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. February 14. Turn 
inside and to www.
myersparkumc.org, for 
the complete schedule of  
opportunities and activities 
throughout Lent. Featured 
is our church series, Mental 
Health: A Journey Toward 
Wholeness For All. Pope 
Francis says it powerfully: 
“Lent comes providentially 
to reawaken us, to shake us 
from our lethargy.”
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

The conversation of  our time – race, faith 
and hope – comes home to Jubilee Hall on 
Monday, February 12.

A coalition of  congregations, including 
ours, have united to bring to town a Dallas 
(Texas) pastor/activist who 
challenges us to change 
the arc of  racial violence. 
First, writes Michael W. 
Waters, we must change 
how we view our past and 
present: “During times of  
overwhelming pain and 
unyielding struggle, yes, 
even times such as these, it 
proves essential to change 
one’s vantage point. Climb 
high upon the hill. Climb 
high upon the hill for a clear view. For upon 
the hill, we see that far more stand for the 
cause of  peace and justice than those who 
seek to cause humanity harm.”

Water and his wife, Yulise, a Dallas lawyer, 
will join in a 1½ hour discussion focused 
on his book, Stakes Is High – Race, Faith And 
Hope For America. It’s for sale in Goodness 
Gracious! Also participating will be Dr. 
Howell and Rev. Nathan Arledge, Dr. Joe 
Clifford of  Myers Park Presbyterian and Rev. 
Ray McKinnon of  South Tryon Community 
United Methodist. Their churches, plus C.N. 
Jenkins Memorial Presbyterian, are cohosting 
this community forum. Everyone is invited 
to a reception at 6:30 p.m. to meet our guests 

and share fellowship and refreshments. The 
program starts at 7:00 p.m. To RSVP and 
learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/
michael-waters.

Stirred by the 2015 Charleston church 
massacre, Myers Park United 
Methodist Church has 
been working toward racial 
reconciliation through Pass 
The Peace dinners and more. 
Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/race for opportunities to 
join the movement.

Stakes Is High – our program 
and Waters’ book – covers 
a lot of  ground, including 
recent acts of  violence that 
have shattered the peace 

across America. The goal is to challenge us 
to face these issues head-on, and to look for 
answers together.

Says Rev. Nathan Arledge: “Dr. Michael and 
Yulise Waters bring us a prophetic message 
of  hope, call to action and challenge to build 
relationships deep within our communities. 
They’ll present a hopeful message – hope 
to be found in the challenges, hope to be 
found for the oppressed, hope to be found 
for the church to be bold in its approach to 
racial reconciliation. We hope the evening 
challenges listeners to do their part – to 
#livedifferently through the gift of  the Holy 
Spirit.”

• Donations of  new and gently used coats and other winter 
items are welcome for Crisis Assistance Ministry. Goods 
go in the marked bin in the Parish Life Building lobby.

• One of  our most enduring ministries returns for its 12th 
summer: Freedom School, offering reading, learning and 
character-building for young scholars in the Sedgefi eld 
school communities. Freedom School is June 18 to July 
17 at Sedgefi eld Elementary School. To help, reach Becky 
Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org.

• Upcoming Wired 4 Ministry classes offer the opportunity 
to understand how God “wired” you to make a difference 
through your spiritual gifts, personality, abilities and 
experiences. Classes are Tuesday, February 13, from 6:30 
to 9:00 p.m., and Monday, February 26, from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. Registration and pre-class exercises are required. 
Reach Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org.

• Lest you forget, Valentine’s Day is Wednesday, February 
14. The Goodness Gracious! shop in the Parish Life 
lobby– where sales support outreach – is fi lled with cards 
and gifts sure to express your love (and keep you out of  
the doghouse). We really like the framed art that declares, 
“all of  me loves all of  you.”

• A reminder from Parish Nurse Susan Mobley: “The fl u 
has been raging this winter. Help contain its spread by 
refraining from shaking hands if  you have fl u or cold 
symptoms.” A fl u joke as you reach for the Kleenex: 
The patient sat in the doctor’s examining room and 
asked, “Flu?” The doctor replied, “No, I rode my bicycle 
actually.”

WINTER COATS, WIRED 4 MINISTRY

Our church is hiring a part-time Director of  Stewardship 
to help deepen the culture of  giving at Myers Park United 
Methodist. The search for such a person is in the early 
stages. The work will involve helping coordinate the annual 
stewardship campaign, Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach, planned 
giving and special projects – all of  it centering around lifting 
up how our generosity serves Christ.
The news was shared by Staff  Parish Relations Committee 
chair Michelle Vigor at the Administrative Board’s dinner 
meeting. Also:
• New Administrative Board members introduced 

themselves. Will Barr has succeeded Mark Kinghorn as 
chair of  the Administrative Board. Also, Richard Wood 
succeeds Dennis Soter as Finance Committee chair, 
and Beverley Shull takes over from Tina Weinberg as 
Trustees chair. All, as Dr. Howell has shared, deserve the 
congregation’s thanks for serving.

• Richard Wood, as he noted in the last Cornerstone, reported 
that the church fi nished 2017 with a $137,000 surplus. He 
encourages the congregation to give throughout the year, 
and not wait for that last-minute December push.

• Rev. Nathan Arledge, our Minister of  Missions, shared 
upcoming outreach plans, and our 2018 theme – 
Relationships Matter.

• Director of  Children’s Ministries Amy Harriman shared 
her team’s commitment to helping families deepen the 
faith life of  their children. One emphasis for 2018: 
Encouraging family meal time.

• Will Barr challenged the Administrative Board to 
be engaged in the life of  the church. “We have an 
obligation,” he said, “to challenge each other and 
challenge our leaders.”

CHURCH TO HIRE PART-TIME 
STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR

FEBRUARY 12 FOCUS:
‘STAKES IS HIGH’ 

OUR THEME FOR 2018: 
RELATIONSHIPS MATTER
Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones introduces 
our Missions Ministries theme for 2018, the 
focus of  a spaghetti dinner this past Monday 
evening in Jubilee Hall. To learn more, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve. 

For a few years, you’ve been hearing people 
around the church talking about living 
differently. That’s not going to change 
in 2018, but we do plan to focus on one 
particular way we strive to live differently.

This year, we’re looking at how Relationships 
Matter. 

We celebrate how our church family serves 
within the church, in the city of  Charlotte 
and around the world. All that time spent 
serving in so many ways offers an incredible 

opportunity to build relationships with 
people you might not otherwise encounter. 
As 2018 unfolds, we challenge you to think 
about the people you’ve met and with whom 
you’ve begun forming relationships. How 
have they enriched your lives? What can you 
offer that might enrich theirs? How can you 
stretch beyond your comfort zone and begin 
to develop deeper, perhaps more vulnerable 
relationships? How can you share your story 
so others might hear and have a similar 
experience? 

In this busy world, it’s easy to think of  
serving in terms of  transactions – meals 
served, rooms painted, events organized. 
This year, let’s think more about names 
learned and stories shared.




