
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 

 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

February 25, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 

From Despair Toward Hope 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  
 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary   

 Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein, BWV 641 J.S. Bach 

 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

This day we take another step on our Lenten journey. 

Each of us has walked the wilderness of despair. 

But friends, Jesus walks with us in the wilderness. 

In the midst of it all, how do we find hope? 

Our hope is in Christ, and he has found us! 

We will journey together. Let us worship God! 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 117  

O God, Our Help In Ages Past ST. ANNE 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Epistle Reading Romans 4:13-25 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 Prayer of Brokenness   

 Take, O, Take Me As I Am John Bell 

 
 

Loving God,  

Make this church a place of safety for all who are gathered here.  

For those of us touched by illness, both seen and unseen, 

   we seek your presence in our lives 

   and in the lives of our loved ones. 

Help us be a people who do not shame others for their brokenness. 

Help us be courageous and vulnerable; 

   to seek and offer help when it is needed. 

Lord, you know our needs, our wounds, our weakness, our fears. 

You are patient with us. 

You embrace us. 

You are present with us. 

We offer you our brokenness in the silence. 

 

 Repeat Take, O, Take Me As I Am  

 

Assurance of Grace  

 

Offertory   

Be Thou My Vision arr. Dan Forrest 

Text can be found in the hymnal No. 451 

 
 Doxology No. 95 OLD 100TH  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 
 Prayer of Dedication   

 
 

WE COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

 
Hymn No. 618 (Stanza 1)  

Let Us Break Bread Together LET US BREAK BREAD 

 
 The Great Thanksgiving p. 17-18  

 
 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Giving and Receiving of Holy Communion  

 

Communion Music   

Kyrie Eleison (9:45, 11:00) Brian Childers 

Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy loving kindness. 

Wash me from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

Prayer After Communion  

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery  

   in which you have given yourself to us.  

Grant that we may go into the world  

   in the strength of your Spirit, 

   to give ourselves for others, 

   in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Hymn  

Lord of All Hopefulness SLANE 

 
 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Alle Menschen müssen sterben, BWV 643 J.S. Bach 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 


PREACHER 

Rev. Ray McKinnon, South Tryon Community Church (8:30, 9:45) 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care (11:00) 


LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 
 

LAY READER 

Ellen Underwood (8:30), Linda Farthing (9:45), Linda Borders (11:00) 



MUSICIANS 
Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 

Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 
Small Vocal Ensemble (8:30) 

Youth Choir (9:45, 11:00) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Anna Underwood (8:30), Thomas Eubanks (9:45), Jackson Willis (11:00) 

 

ACOLYTES 

Beau Fisher and Amelia Fisher (8:30) 

Alexandra Eliasek and Shelby Eliasek (9:45) 

Elizabeth Willis and Sarah Davis (11:00) 



BIBLE CARRIERS 

Emerson Smith (8:30), Sutton Wilson (9:45), William Reynolds (11:00) 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us on this second 

Sunday in Lent. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary 

narthex. To learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, reach Rev. 

Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org. Our next Discover Myers Park class to 

learn about our church meets at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, March 4, in the Parish Life 

Building lobby. No reservations are needed, please join us and get to know us 

better! 

 

WELCOME, RAY MCKINNON At this morning’s 8:30 and 9:45 a.m. services, 

we welcome to the pulpit Ray McKinnon, pastor of South Tryon Community 

United Methodist Church in Charlotte. As one of the mission churches of the 

Metro District, our longtime partner, South Tryon, works passionately in the 

Brookhill community. Advocating for affordable and safe housing is one of the 

priorities of their ministry as they seek to remind their worshipping community 

that there is always hope for tomorrow.  

 

DR. HOWELL IS AWAY Our Senior Pastor is away today with our mission 

team, visiting ZOE Ministries in Kenya. Please pray for the safe return of the 

group of 13, which left on February 20 and returns Friday, March 2. Dr. Howell 

will return to our pulpit next Sunday. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory 

of Mitchell Bays Turner and in thanksgiving for Frank Lyttle Turner IV, by their 

mother, Meg McElwain. 

 

IN REMEMBRANCE During each of the four 11:00 a.m. worship services in 

February, the members of the Usher/Greeter Ministry Team will wear white 

carnation boutonnieres. This is in remembrance of Charles William Sydnor 

Thompson and James Alvin Yount, and in honor of their many years of faithful 

service as beloved members of our Ministry Team. 

 

EASTER LILIES Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of a loved 

one? You can make your order at www.myersparkumc.org or send a check for $15 

per lily to the church along with the name of the person you are 

honoring/remembering. The deadline is March 21. Dedications will be shared in 

the Easter Sunday (April 1) worship bulletins.  

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/


GIVE BLOOD THIS MORNING The blood drive is today through noon in the 

Youth Building Gym. Walk-ins are welcome as space allows. The drive honors the 

memory of Mitchell Bays Turner, who passed away from cancer in 2014 at age 

two. He received 75 blood transfusions during his illness. 

 

GLUTEN FREE WAFERS Those who are gluten intolerant can receive a gluten-

free wafer during Holy Communion at the communion rail on the pulpit side. 

Those interested should indicate their desire to receive this optional wafer to the 

Communion server when kneeling at the rail. 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 

MENTAL HEALTH SERIES CONTINUES MONDAY 

A special series during Lent is focusing on breaking down the stigma surrounding 

mental illness, with programs and a focus in worship. The series continues at 6:30 

p.m. Monday, February 26, in the Parish Life Building with learning sessions on 

Addictions, Anxiety, Depression, and Children/Youth. Sign up to attend one of the 

sessions at www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth. 

 

JOIN A BELONG GROUP As part of our focus on mental health, Belong 

Groups start this week and run through March. These small groups will meet 

mostly in homes in several neighborhoods, with a trained facilitator leading the 

conversation, as we talk about our lives, and our life with God. Visit MyMPUMC 

at www.myersparkumc.org and click on View Available Small Groups. 

WIRED 4 MINISTRY The Wired 4 Ministry class offers the opportunity to 

understand how God “wired” you to make a difference through your spiritual gifts, 

personality, abilities and experiences. The next classes are Monday, February 26, 

from 9:30 a.m. to noon, and Thursday, March 8, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

Registration and pre-class exercises are required. Details: Carol Tate at 704-295-

4822 or ctate@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Grilled 

chicken breast, baked potato or sweet potato, mixed veggies, rolls, salad, desserts 

and ice cream. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-

5520 (option six) by noon each Tuesday. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children and 

$25 for family (two adults and three children under age 12). The Goodness 

Gracious! shop in the Parish Life lobby – where sales support outreach – is open 

until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 
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WOMEN’S BACKPACKING MINISTRY A new Women’s Backpacking 

Ministry will take its first trip Memorial Day weekend (May 27-28) to Mt. LeConte 

in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. It’s about a four-hour drive, toward 

Cherokee, N.C. Plan on moderate hiking trails. To learn more and sign up, email 

Jordan Baigas at jebaigas@gmail.com or Courtney Maddox at cjm1203@gmail.com. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
GROUND OF GRACE YOGA During Ground of Grace Yoga from 9:15 to 

10:30 a.m. Thursdays through March 29 in Room 031 in the Snyder Building, Dr. 

Melanie Dobson will incorporate our Lenten worship themes into her body-mind-

spirit sessions. All are welcome regardless of yoga experience. 

HEALING SERVICE A healing service at 6:00 p.m. Monday, March 5, in 

Francis Chapel will be a time of prayer and anointing with oil. 

MUSICAL MEDITATION A musical meditation for Lent at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 

March 8, in Francis Chapel will feature Francois Couperin’s Leçons de Ténèbres. 

The work will be performed by sopranos Margaret Carpenter Haigh and Hannah 

De Priest with Nicolas Haigh (organ) and David Bevans Ellis (viola da gamba). Dr. 

Howell will share reflections during the program. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES CALENDAR The annual Lenten calendar from 

Children’s Ministries is also available around the campus with Scripture and 

activities for the season. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT Middle School girls and boys are invited to 

retreats March 9-11 at Cedar Grove Retreat in Kannapolis with great speakers, 

paintball, a ropes course and tons of fellowship. Cost is $150. Sign up and learn 

more at www.mpumcyouth.org. 

SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY Senior Recognition Sunday, that 

wonderful church tradition when we pledge our love and support to high school 

seniors (and wrap them in blankets!), is April 29. A banquet for families follows. 

Seniors should sign up (and choose which service to attend) at 

www.mpumcyouth.org. Details: Ellen Spence at ellenspence@mpumc.org. 
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SERVING OTHERS… 
FROM DESPAIR TO HOPE Dale Taylor, who just returned from a trip to 

Kenya visiting our ZOE working groups, shared this story, which was 

representative of so many she heard: “Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Hi. My 

name is Gladys…I am 18 years old. I take care of 2 siblings and my sick 

grandmother. I have had many challenges.  We have been praying for you ever 

since we learned you were coming to visit us. Thank you for coming. This is my 

third year in ZOE. I have been taught hygiene to be clean, have clean water and 

safe food to eat. Because I learned these skills, ZOE rewarded me and my siblings 

with warm blankets. I was chosen to go to vocational training. I decided to own a 

hair salon…I was given a start-up kit for my business. My business is doing very 

well. Now we have food to eat. When my parents died, we had to drop out of 

school. Now my siblings are back in school because I can pay the school fees. 

Thank you so much for your help. Please go back and prosper so you can help 

more orphans. We will continue to pray for you. God bless you.”   

SERVE WITH SEDGEFIELD SCHOOLS Consider serving with and 

supporting students at our partners, Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield 

Middle. Sedgefield Middle students need new school backpacks. Donations of 

medium sized, black or other solid-colored backpacks appropriate for 12- to 15-

year-olds can be dropped off in the lobby bins. Details: Lisa Howell at 

lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com. At Sedgefield Elementary, consider a scholarship 

for a fifth-grader who might otherwise be unable to attend his or her class trip to 

Washington, D.C. Full scholarships are $360, but checks in any amount are 

welcome and should be dropped off in the Missions office, made out to Myers 

Park United Methodist Church with SES DC Trip in the memo line. Details: Kitty 

Bauknight at kbauknight@me.com. 

FREEDOM SCHOOL 2018 Planning is under way for our 12th summer of 

Freedom School. Don’t miss these rich opportunities to learn, relate, read, teach 

and grow while serving with our Sedgefield Schools communities June 18 to July 

27. Join us for a day, a week or whatever best suits your summer schedule. 

Consider being part of our Freedom School leadership team. Details: Becky 

Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org. 

BRAZIL MISSION Join our 2018 team traveling to Brazil on July 6-15 to build 

life-changing relationships with our brothers and sisters in that country. Cost is 

$2,250 plus cost of visa and some meals. For details or to sign up, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/brazil. Contacts are team leaders Donna Sheehan at 

DonnaSheehan@wellsfargo.com or Shannon Bannister at 

bannisters@hhbrown.com. 

EASTERN N.C. RECOVERY Help our neighbors in the Lumberton area March 

8-11 by traveling with our recovery team as we help rebuild after hurricane 

damage. Details: Thom Sumner at thomsum@bellsouth.net. 
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WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support our school partnership with Sedgefield Elementary 

and Middle Schools and help assure that children in those communities have 

access to the same educational opportunities and support regardless of their 

families’ financial situation. Give to Jubilee Plus! year-round at 

www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail to the church. For 

more on our Sedgefield School Partnership, reach Kitty Bauknight at 

kbauknight@me.com or Lisa Howell at lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com. 

SERVE LUNCH AT CENTER OF HOPE If you love how you look in a hair 

net, come and help prepare lunch for women and children at the Salvation Army 

Center of Hope. Teams meet the third and fourth Tuesdays of each month from 

9:00 to 10:00 a.m. To sign up or learn more, reach Suzanne Johnson at 704-491-

3915 or shj422@gmail.com. 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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