
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 

 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

February 18, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

First Sunday of Lent 

From Fear Toward Courage 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary   
 “Nimrod” from Enigma Variations Edward Elgar 

 



 Call to Worship  

The bags are packed and set for the journey. Are you ready? 

Not really. We still have so much to do. 

The Lord calls to us now. The Peace of God is at hand. 

What will be required of us for this journey? 

Open your hearts and spirits. Take the risk of discipleship. 

Lord, help us to be ready. Calm our fears as we step forward in faith. 

Children of God, let us worship! 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 61  

Come, Thou Almighty King ITALIAN HYMN 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

 

 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation No. 393  
 Spirit of the Living God LIVING GOD 

 
 Gospel Reading Mark 1:9-15 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 “How I Lost My Tie In Gastonia” 

 

 Prayer of Brokenness   

 Take, O, Take Me As I Am John Bell 

 

Loving God,  

Make this church a place of safety for all who are gathered here.  

For those of us touched by illness, both seen and unseen, 

   we seek your presence in our lives 

   and in the lives of our loved ones. 

Help us be a people who do not shame others for their brokenness. 

Help us be courageous and vulnerable; 

   to seek and offer help when it is needed. 

Lord, you know our needs, our wounds, our weakness, our fears. 

You are patient with us. 

You embrace us. 

You are present with us. 

We offer you our brokenness in the silence. 

 

 Repeat Take, O, Take Me As I Am  

 



Assurance of Grace  

 

Offertory   

Give Me Jesus (8:30) arr. Moses Hogan 

My God Is A Rock (9:45, 11:00) arr. Parker/Shaw 

My God is a rock in a weary land, shelter in a time of storm. 

I know He is a rock in a weary land, shelter in a time of storm. 

 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter One,  

when the Lord God’s work was just begun. 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter Two,  

when the Lord God’s written his Bible through. 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter Three,  

when the Lord God died on Calvary! 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter Four,  

when the Lord God visit among the poor. 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter Five,  

when the Lord God brought the dead alive. 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter Six, 

He went in Jerusalem and healed the sick. 

Stop , let me tell you about the Chapter Seven,  

died and risen and went to heaven. 

Stop, let me tell you about the Chapter Eight,  

John seen him standing at the golden gate. 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter Nine, 

Lord God turned the water to wine. 

Stop and let me tell you about the Chapter Ten,  

John says He’s coming in the world again. 

O my Lord, O my Jesus! Amen. 

 
 Doxology No. 95 OLD 100TH  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Hymn No. 269  

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days LAND OF REST 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Prelude on 'Herr Gott, dich loben alle wir' Iain Farrington 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 


PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 
 

LAY READER 

Laurie Guy (8:30), Nancy Hamff (9:45), Sandy  Hieronymus (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Xela Pinkerton, soprano  (8:30) 
Small Vocal Ensemble (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 




CRUCIFERS 

Matthew Buie (8:30), Wray Farlow (9:45), Haley Godwin (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

David Buie and Andrew O’Brien (8:30) 

Hall Ashford and Elizabeth Long (9:45) 

James Gourlay and Alex Cory (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Ann Douglas O’Brien (8:30), Sarah Bennett Farlow (9:45), 

Meredith Cory (11:00) 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us on this first 

Sunday in Lent. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary 

narthex. Our next Discover Myers Park class to learn about our church meets at 

10:45 a.m. Sunday, March 4, in the Parish Life Building lobby.  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 9:45 a.m. service is Matthew Alexander Nordberg, son of Ashley and Chris 

Nordberg. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and for the 

members of our church both past and present by the Altar Guild. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

IN REMEMBRANCE During each of the four 11:00 a.m. worship services in 

February, the members of the Usher/Greeter Ministry Team will wear white 

carnation boutonnieres. This is in remembrance of Charles William Sydnor 

Thompson and James Alvin Yount, and in honor of their many years of faithful 

service as beloved members of our Ministry Team. 

EASTER LILIES Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of a loved 

one? You can make your order at www.myersparkumc.org or send a check for $15 

per lily to the church along with the name of the person you are 

honoring/remembering. The deadline is March 21. Dedications will be shared in 

the Easter Sunday (April 1) worship bulletins.  

http://www.myersparkumc.org/


DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. Search for Myers Park Methodist in the Apple 

App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The convenient Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space. 

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support organizations like ZOE, which empowers orphaned 

and vulnerable children in Kenya and other nations to start small businesses which 

support their families. Give to Jubilee Plus! year-round at 

www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail to the church. For 

more on ZOE, reach Brandon Lowery at bdlowery@gmail.com. 

MAKE SANDWICHES FOR URBAN MINISTRY Each day, Urban Ministry 

Center needs hundreds of sandwiches to serve our neighbors. We make as many 

sandwiches as we can the third Monday of each month in Jubilee Hall. Each person 

who signs up pitches in with bread, PB&J and/or turkey and cheese. Meet at 9:00 

a.m. in Jubilee Hall for an hour. Two or three lay servants are needed each month 

to drop off sandwiches at Urban Ministry Center. Details: Martha Abbey at 704-

264-6892. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist
http://www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus
mailto:bdlowery@gmail.com


WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 

MENTAL HEALTH SERIES STARTS MONDAY 

A special series during Lent will focus on breaking down the stigma surrounding 

mental illness, with programs and a focus in worship. The series starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Monday, February 19, in Jubilee Hall as Dr. Howell and Justin Perry of Perry 

Counseling Healing & Recovery begin the conversation. The series continues 

through Monday, March 19, with speakers, small groups, training and other 

resources. For child care, email jwentz@mpumc.org by Thursday the week before 

your event. You will find details on the entire series at 

www.myersparkumc.org/mentalhealth and in the Cornerstone. We encourage you 

to invite friends and neighbors to join us for this community conversation. 

 

JOIN A BELONG GROUP As part of our focus on mental health, Belong 

Groups start this week and run through March. These small groups will meet 

mostly in homes in several neighborhoods, with a trained facilitator leading the 

conversation, as we talk about our lives, and our life with God. For the schedule 

and location, visit MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org and click on View 

Available Small Groups. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP All who care for a friend or loved one are 

invited to attend the Caregivers Support Group meetings to share the challenges 

and joys of the experience. The group meets next at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, February 

20, in Room 106 of the Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley 

at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

PARENTING WORKSHOP Church member Beth Person will lead a six-week 

Love And Logic workshop for parents Tuesdays from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. starting 

February 20 in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. Cost is $150 per family. To 

learn more, reach Beth at brperson@bellsouth.net. For child care, email 

jwentz@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Taco 

Night – Chicken meat, seasoned beef, taco shells, lettuce, cheese, sour cream, 

salsa, Spanish rice, black beans, desserts and ice cream. Make reservations at 

HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each 

Tuesday. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children and $25 for family (two adults and 

three children under age 12). The Goodness Gracious! shop in the Parish Life 

lobby – where sales support outreach – is open until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when 

H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

LEARN ABOUT CUB SCOUTS Girls in Grades K-5 interested in joining Cub 

Scout Pack 3 at our church can attend a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 

21 or March 21, in the Youth Building with their parents. Details: Jennifer Clutter 

at jclutter@me.com. 
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GIVE BLOOD The blood drive is Sunday, February 25, from 7:30 a.m. to noon in 

the Youth Building Gym. Call 704-376-8584 to schedule an appointment or sign 

up from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. today in the Parish Life lobby. The drive honors the 

memory of Mitchell Bays Turner, who passed away from cancer in 2014 at age 

two. He received 75 blood transfusions during his illness. 

WIRED 4 MINISTRY The Wired 4 Ministry class offers the opportunity to 

understand how God “wired” you to make a difference through your spiritual gifts, 

personality, abilities and experiences.  The next class is Monday, February 26, 

from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  Registration and pre-class exercises are required. Details: 

Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org. 

WOMEN’S BACKPACKING MINISTRY A new Women’s Backpacking 

Ministry will take its first trip Memorial Day weekend (May 27-28) to Mt. 

LeConte in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. It’s about a four-hour drive, 

toward Cherokee, N.C. Plan on moderate hiking trails. To learn more and sign up, 

email Jordan Baigas at jebaigas@gmail.com or Courtney Maddox at 

cjm1203@gmail.com. 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
HEALING SERVICE A healing service at 6:00 p.m. Monday, March 5, in 

Francis Chapel will be a time of prayer and anointing with oil. 

MUSICAL MEDITATION A musical meditation for Lent at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 

March 8, in Francis Chapel will feature Francois Couperin’s Leçons de Ténèbres. 

The work will be performed by sopranos Margaret Carpenter Haigh and Hannah 

De Priest with Nicolas Haigh (organ) and David Bevans Ellis (viola da gamba). Dr. 

Howell will share reflections during the program. 

MEDITATIONS FOR LENT Stephen Ministries’ annual devotional – this season 

entitled Meditations for Lent 2018 – is around the campus. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT Middle School girls and boys are invited to 

retreats March 9-11 at Cedar Grove Retreat in Kannapolis with great speakers, 

paintball, a ropes course and tons of fellowship. Cost is $150. Sign up and learn 

more at www.mpumcyouth.org. 

HELP AT VBS More than 100 “guides” are needed to help Vacation Bible School 

flourish as always. VBS is set for June 18-21 for preschool through fifth grade, 

with the theme Rolling River Rampage. Up to 300 children are expected. To 

volunteer, reach Jennifer Ross at kanejenn@aol.com. Registration for children 

begins March 5. 
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SERVING OTHERS… 

FROM FEAR TO COURAGE Earlier this month, Liz Clasen-Kelly, Executive 

Director of the Men’s Shelter of Charlotte, shared with us her first experience 

serving with people experiencing homelessness. A student from Davidson College, 

she was serving an internship at Urban Ministry Center. She arrived her first day 

overwhelmed, convinced there was nothing she could do to help. But she chose to 

move through that fear toward the people she encountered. Choosing courage led 

to her calling, serving with people who might otherwise be seen as a number rather 

than a name.  

SERVE WITH SEDGEFIELD SCHOOLS Consider serving with and 

supporting students at our partners, Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield 

Middle. Sedgefield Middle students need new school backpacks. Donations of 

medium sized, black or other solid-colored backpacks appropriate for 12- to 15-

year-olds can be dropped off in the lobby bins. Details: Lisa Howell at 

lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com. At Sedgefield Elementary, consider a scholarship 

for a fifth-grader who might otherwise be unable to attend his or her class trip to 

Washington, D.C. Full scholarships are $360, but checks in any amount are 

welcome and should be dropped off in the Missions office, made out to Myers 

Park United Methodist Church with SES DC Trip in the memo line. Details: Kitty 

Bauknight at kbauknight@me.com. 

FREEDOM SCHOOL 2018 Planning is under way for our 12th summer of 

Freedom School. Don’t miss these rich opportunities to learn, relate, read, teach 

and grow while serving with our Sedgefield Schools communities June 18 to July 

27. Details: Becky Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org   

COATS FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE Due to the cold snap last month, Crisis 

Assistance Ministry’s coat supply has dwindled, so we’ve extended our collection. 

Donate new and gently used coats and cold-weather items in the marked bin in the 

Parish Life lobby. 

BRAZIL MISSION Join our 2018 team traveling to Brazil on July 6-15 to build 

life-changing relationships with our brothers and sisters in that country.  For trip 

details or to sign up, go to www.myersparkumc.org/brazil.  Contacts are team 

leaders Donna Sheehan at Donna.Sheehan@wellsfargo.com or Shannon Bannister 

at bannisters@hhbrown.com. 

EASTERN N.C. RECOVERY Help our neighbors in the Lumberton area March 

8-11 by traveling with our recovery team as we help rebuild after hurricane 

damage. Details: Thom Sumner at thomsum@bellsouth.net. 
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 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


