
Christmas Eve at 
Myers ParkUnited 
Methodist Church

Merry Christmas. May 
this be a season of  peace 
in our world. Arrive early 
for worship on December 
24, it’ll be crowded. Make 
room on your pew for 
latecomers. From 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. Christmas 
Eve, the shuttle will run 
between the church and 
Myers Park Traditional at 
2132 Radcliffe Ave. Our 
schedule is also at www.
myersparkumc.org or call 
704-376-8584. This season 
and always, look for those 
who might not have found 
the joy of  the season. Help 
them find it.

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 48, No. 25 
December 20, 2017 

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service, Jubilee Hall.

• 9:45 a.m. Service, Sanctuary.

• 11:00 a.m. Service, Sanctuary.

• 1:30 p.m. Jazz Service, Jubilee Hall.

• 3:30 p.m. Carols & Candlelight Service, Sanctuary.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight Service, Sanctuary.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion Service, Sanctuary.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion Service, Sanctuary.

You can watch the 11:00 a.m. and 6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services via 
livestream at www.myersparkumc.org.

Please return your Estimate of  Giving card as soon as you are able to support 
the church operating budget in 2018, as well as the Jubilee Plus! fund for 
outreach. In this season of  stewardship, our theme is Embrace Giving. In print 
and online, we have shared stories and photo portraits of  church members 
and what giving means to them. An Estimate of  Giving card was mailed to 
you. Extra cards are around the church. Please fill it out – including your 
annual commitment for both the operating budget and Jubilee Plus! for 2018 
– and return it. You can put in the Sunday offering plate, drop it off  at the 
front desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it to the church at 1501 Queens 
Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You can also make a pledge, and give, at www.
myersparkumc.org/pledge. Have a question about the stewardship campaign 
or any aspect of  the business life of  the church? Reach Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

EMBRACE GIVING. RETURN YOUR 
ESTIMATE OF GIVING CARD ASAP.

‘I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.’ 
• Charles Dickens

• Interpreter magazine is shutting down after telling United 
Methodist stories for years. The final issue (November/
December) shares a voice from Myers Park United 
Methodist. Answering the question, “How did you 
learn to express gratitude?,” church member Sandy 
Hieronymus responds: “Parental teaching was how I first 
learned to express gratitude. I was taught to say ‘Thank 
you.’ I was taught to write notes of  gratitude. When 
learning about prayer and saying table grace, gratitude 
was a huge part. As I matured in my faith, gratitude has 
become important. I am grateful God is full of  grace and 
love for all, especially through Jesus. I am grateful I am a 
Christian.”

• Register online for small groups that begin as soon as 
Wednesday, January 3. Included are two groups based 
on Dr. Howell’s book, Worshipful. Groups on Job and 
Matthew will start in late January. Dr. Melanie Dobson 

will offer an Introduction to Christian Spirituality from 
January to April. To sign up, log on to MyMPUMC at 
www.myersparkumc.org and click on Available Small 
Groups. Learn about our church when clergy lead a six-
week series, FOUNDATION, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays from January 9 to February 13. Child care by 
advance reservation. Log onto MyMPUMC at www.
myersparkumc.org and click on Available Small Groups.

• Please return your church library books when you’re 
finished with them. Come to the library (Room 111 in 
the Parish Life Building) and donate a book in someone’s 
honor. The library will place a book plate in the front 
of  the book in honor or memory of  a loved one. Books 
needed by the library plus amounts and instructions on 
how to make a donation are at the library front desk. 
Cards to notify someone of  a donation are also there.

A LOCAL VOICE IN INTERPRETER; 
SMALL GROUPS COMING

Turn inside for the complete Advent calendar, 
including details on the Christmas Eve offering, 

shuttle bus service and more. Plus, enjoy snapshots 
of  the season, and a morning at the Jubilee Store.

“…for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Jane Terese Wilson, mother of  Sally Almason, who died on 
November 26, 2017. Jose Rivera, husband of  Carmen Rivera, 
who died on December 5, 2017. Gerald “Jerry” D. Sands, 
brother of  Bonnie Fleming, who died on December 7, 2017. 
Mary Sue Banks Burnett, wife of  Clyde Burnett, mother of  
Chris Burnett and grandmother of  Ryan Burnett, Anthony 
Burnett and Christopher Burnett, who died on December 10, 
2017.

Babies 
Collins Caroline Schmitt, daughter of  Simpson and Allen 
Schmitt, sister of  Barnes and Kennedy Schmitt, granddaughter 
of  Bob and Amy Honour and niece of  Banner Burleson and 
Hannah Grant, born on November 20, 2017.

Weddings 
Katherine Scott Anderson and Edward Francis Murphy IV, married 
on December 9, 2017, at the church.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
• 9:15 to 10:30 a.m., Room 031 in Snyder Building. Restor-

ative yoga with Dr. Melanie Dobson, with candlelight 
and Advent themes. Details: 704-295-4840 or melanie@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open. Guys, 

you’re welcome to shop, too.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service in Jubilee Hall.

• 9:45 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.

• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.

• 1:30 p.m. Jazz service in Jubilee Hall.

• 3:30 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.

• 6:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.

• 8:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in Sanc-
tuary.

• 11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in 
Sanctuary.

• Care for infants and toddlers will be offered for the three 
morning services in Rooms 154 and 156 in the Snyder 
Building. No reservation is needed.

• Goodness Gracious! open 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

• Can’t make it to church? You can watch the 11:00 a.m. and 
6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services via livestream at www.
myersparkumc.org.

MONDAY, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25-26
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
• 8:45. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.

• 9:45 Service in Sanctuary.

• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.

• No nursery or worship care.

MONDAY, JANUARY 1
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
• 4:00 p.m., Rooms 103-108 in Parish Life Building. Epiph-

any Party for Grades K-1. Bring baby items for Baby 
Bundles. RSVP to Heidi@mpumc.org.

THIS AND THAT
• The Christmas Eve offering will go to our partnership 

with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, and ZOE 
Ministries to children in Kenya. Make out your check to 
the church with Christmas Eve Offering in the memo line and 
drop it in the offering plate or mail it to the church at 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, N.C. 28207.

• A two-set CD of  choral and instrumental music for Ad-
vent and Christmas from our musical groups is available 
for $20 in Goodness Gracious! It’s entitled Expectations. 
Proceeds support music ministry at our church.

• Through December 31 in Room 123 across from the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby, the Pop-Up Advent Prayer 
Room offers creative ways to help you encounter God. 
Come and pray with images, art, words and light. The 
family-friendly space is open weekdays and Sundays when-
ever the church is open.

• Children’s Ministries’ Advent and Christmas devotional, 
Let There Be…, is available around the church for as long as 
supplies last. One per family, please.

• On Christmas Eve and every Sunday, the shuttle bus runs 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and My-
ers Park Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn Avenue. Avoid having to find a place to park, and 
enjoy the fellowship on the ride to and from church.

CHRISTMAS EVE, 
AND MORE

Church member Greg Wells, who coordinates our Room In The Inn 
ministry, shares a story about the start of  another winter welcoming the 
homeless to our Youth Building for hot meals, a warm bed and fellowship. 
Our church hosts Room In The Inn each Thursday and Friday night 
through March 31. To serve in the ministry, reach Greg at 704-338-
4662 or greg@willisengineers.com.

We kicked off  the 2017-2018 season of  Room In The Inn 
December 1, welcoming the homeless for a meal, shelter and 
fellowship. As is often the case early in the season, the number 
of  neighbors participating is low. But it grows as the weather 
worsens.

Among our guests was a middle-aged woman who recently 
became homeless, largely due to circumstances beyond her 
control. She had been sleeping in her car and felt blessed to 
hear about Room In The Inn. Initially, she was understandably 
apprehensive about her surroundings. After dinner, she called 
a friend she had met at Urban Ministry Center. The friend 
asked, “Where are you?” When she responded “Myers Park 
United Methodist Church,” the friend lit up and said that’s 
a great church and asked if  Mr. Greg was there. She and I 
spoke briefly. Turns out we had hosted her many times. She 
was delighted to inform me that she recently got her own 
apartment.

I often joke with our guests that I hope to never see them 
again, unless it’s on a Sunday morning to worship with us. 
During our conversation, the woman mentioned that she 
hoped to come by and see us sometime this season – not as 
a guest, but to help. While Room In The Inn doesn’t solve 
homelessness, it allows us to share God’s love with those in 
our community who don’t often feel it. Our guests may only 
be with us for one night. But the positive impact of  that 
hospitality can last much longer. I look forward to serving 
with you this season.

A STORY ABOUT ROOM IN THE INN: 
‘WHERE ARE YOU?’

Turn to 
www.myersparkumc.org 

for details on Advent, 
Christmas Eve and more. 

Questions? 
Call 704-295-4819.

Kneeling at the Manger. 

Waiting to get a spot at Room In The Inn. 
Photos provided by Urban Ministry Center.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities

JANUARY 7, 2018
• Forward, a new ministry for children in Grades 4-5, meets the 

first Sunday of  each month from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Rooms 
239 and 240 in the Snyder Building for faith, fellowship and 
fun. Interested in leading a small group? Reach Assistant 
Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin at 704-295-
4805 or heidi@mpumc.org.

JANUARY 10, 2018
• H.O.T. Wednesday returns, offering a hot meal and 

fellowship from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee 
Hall. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or 
call 704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each Tuesday. Invite 
a friend or neighbor.

JANUARY 16, 2018
• The Caregivers Support Group meets at 11:30 a.m. in Room 

105 of  the Parish Life Building, offering a chance to share 
the joys and challenges of  caregiving. Details: Parish Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-36 or smobley@mpumc.org.

JANUARY 30, 2018
• Want to travel to Maua, Kenya, to meet children in the 

ZOE program? Mission trips are January 30 to February 
9, and February 20 to March 2. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/ZOE or reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 
nathan@mpumc.org. 

ALL THE TIME…
• We awarded more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants to 

partners in 2016 and hope to do more each year. Give to 
Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write 
a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and 
put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church.

• Our baking and sewing ministries offer comfort in the 
sweetest, warmest ways to those who need it. Want 
to join a team that loves to sew? Reach Susan Scott at 
sgsphotography@gmail.com. Want to bake for others? 
Reach Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org

• Join in Centering Prayer Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
in Room 024 in the Snyder Building and Wednesdays from 
11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel.

• Our Sunday shuttle bus runs from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional School at 
2132 Radcliffe Avenue. Take the shuttle and avoid having to 
find a parking space. And enjoy the fellowship heading to 
and from church.

• Please let the church know when you or a loved one is in the 
hospital or has had a baby. Call 704-376-8584.

• Our churchwide effort to build racial reconciliation 
continues on a number of  fronts. To keep up with the 
initiatives and get involved, visit www.myersparkumc.org/
race.

BY DECEMBER 31, 2017
• END OF YEAR GIVING: Thank you for your 

generosity. Your contribution must be received by the 
church or postmarked by December 31, 2017. Checks 
can be placed in the offering plate, mailed to 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 or dropped off  at 
the church by 5:00 p.m. Friday, December 29. Details: 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.



This Advent, singers and musicians stirred our hearts 
with the sounds of  the season. Church youth sold a 

forest’s worth of  Christmas trees, making sure to share with 
refugee friends. We started a new tradition making crafts at 
Family Advent Night. We savored an old tradition, graced 

by angels kneeling at the manger. And 
we welcomed Amy to the eighth annual 
Jubilee Store because we can’t celebrate 
Christmas in good conscience knowing 
there are neighbors in need.

Some 85 families shopped at this year’s 
Jubilee Store, finding bargains for their 
children while embracing the dignity that 
comes with making a purchase rather 
than taking a handout. Monies collected 

from shoppers supports Charlotte Family 
Housing’s car donation and placement program. More than 
125 volunteers from our congregation, Christ Church and 
Myers Park Presbyterian helped fill our Parish Life Building 
with gifts and warmth.

Amy was shopping for her daughter, Zipporah, 15. On June 
30, a situation resulted in their family losing their place off  
Brookshire Boulevard. Amy was living out of  her car, but 
she said it wasn’t as bad as it sounds. She only kept her be-
longings there. She slept in three different places. While she 
looked for a way out of  this, she sent Zipporah to live with 
family in Fayetteville. The Saturday morning that Amy and I 
chatted, things were looking up. She had gotten into Char-
lotte Family Housing and was moving in a few days from 
temporary housing into a townhome off  Central Avenue. 
Jubilee Store gave her a chance to have Christmas. And to 
have it at home.

“I’m grateful,” she said, ready to stop talking and get back to 
shopping. “I’m very grateful. It’s a blessing.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
Amy’s Story, And A Reason To 

Celebrate The Season

Christmas Concert. Photos by Lisa Howell

Kneeling at the Manger. Photo by Dr. Melanie Dobson. Christmas tree sale. Photos by Rachel Humphries.

Jubilee Store. Photo by Lisa Bradford.

Ken Garfield
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Weddings 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
• 9:15 to 10:30 a.m., Room 031 in Snyder Building. Restor-

ative yoga with Dr. Melanie Dobson, with candlelight 
and Advent themes. Details: 704-295-4840 or melanie@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open. Guys, 

you’re welcome to shop, too.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service in Jubilee Hall.

• 9:45 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.

• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.

• 1:30 p.m. Jazz service in Jubilee Hall.

• 3:30 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.

• 6:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.

• 8:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in Sanc-
tuary.

• 11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in 
Sanctuary.

• Care for infants and toddlers will be offered for the three 
morning services in Rooms 154 and 156 in the Snyder 
Building. No reservation is needed.

• Goodness Gracious! open 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

• Can’t make it to church? You can watch the 11:00 a.m. and 
6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services via livestream at www.
myersparkumc.org.
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• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.
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• 9:45 Service in Sanctuary.

• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.

• No nursery or worship care.

MONDAY, JANUARY 1
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
• 4:00 p.m., Rooms 103-108 in Parish Life Building. Epiph-

any Party for Grades K-1. Bring baby items for Baby 
Bundles. RSVP to Heidi@mpumc.org.

THIS AND THAT
• The Christmas Eve offering will go to our partnership 

with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, and ZOE 
Ministries to children in Kenya. Make out your check to 
the church with Christmas Eve Offering in the memo line and 
drop it in the offering plate or mail it to the church at 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, N.C. 28207.

• A two-set CD of  choral and instrumental music for Ad-
vent and Christmas from our musical groups is available 
for $20 in Goodness Gracious! It’s entitled Expectations. 
Proceeds support music ministry at our church.

• Through December 31 in Room 123 across from the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby, the Pop-Up Advent Prayer 
Room offers creative ways to help you encounter God. 
Come and pray with images, art, words and light. The 
family-friendly space is open weekdays and Sundays when-
ever the church is open.

• Children’s Ministries’ Advent and Christmas devotional, 
Let There Be…, is available around the church for as long as 
supplies last. One per family, please.

• On Christmas Eve and every Sunday, the shuttle bus runs 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and My-
ers Park Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn Avenue. Avoid having to find a place to park, and 
enjoy the fellowship on the ride to and from church.

CHRISTMAS EVE, 
AND MORE

Church member Greg Wells, who coordinates our Room In The Inn 
ministry, shares a story about the start of  another winter welcoming the 
homeless to our Youth Building for hot meals, a warm bed and fellowship. 
Our church hosts Room In The Inn each Thursday and Friday night 
through March 31. To serve in the ministry, reach Greg at 704-338-
4662 or greg@willisengineers.com.

We kicked off  the 2017-2018 season of  Room In The Inn 
December 1, welcoming the homeless for a meal, shelter and 
fellowship. As is often the case early in the season, the number 
of  neighbors participating is low. But it grows as the weather 
worsens.

Among our guests was a middle-aged woman who recently 
became homeless, largely due to circumstances beyond her 
control. She had been sleeping in her car and felt blessed to 
hear about Room In The Inn. Initially, she was understandably 
apprehensive about her surroundings. After dinner, she called 
a friend she had met at Urban Ministry Center. The friend 
asked, “Where are you?” When she responded “Myers Park 
United Methodist Church,” the friend lit up and said that’s 
a great church and asked if  Mr. Greg was there. She and I 
spoke briefly. Turns out we had hosted her many times. She 
was delighted to inform me that she recently got her own 
apartment.

I often joke with our guests that I hope to never see them 
again, unless it’s on a Sunday morning to worship with us. 
During our conversation, the woman mentioned that she 
hoped to come by and see us sometime this season – not as 
a guest, but to help. While Room In The Inn doesn’t solve 
homelessness, it allows us to share God’s love with those in 
our community who don’t often feel it. Our guests may only 
be with us for one night. But the positive impact of  that 
hospitality can last much longer. I look forward to serving 
with you this season.
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Call 704-295-4819.
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Photos provided by Urban Ministry Center.
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