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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

January 7, 2018 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 



 Introit   

 The Work of Christmas Dan Forrest 

 When the song of the angels is stilled,  

when the star in the sky is gone,  

when the kings and princes are home,  

when the shepherds are back with their flock,  

the work of Christmas begins:  

  

To find the lost, to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,  

to rebuild the nations; to bring peace among brothers,  

to make music from the heart.  

 
 Call to Worship  

Water. Refreshing, cleansing, nourishing, life-giving. 

Water. Dangerous, life-threatening, powerful. 

The waters rush over us in our baptism. 

And we are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Worship the God of power who loves you tenderly. 

We have come to worship and be changed! 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 400  

Come, Thou Fount of Every 

Blessing 

NETTLETON 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God of our baptism, 

We come to you, the living water; 

You stand with us as we wait to be washed. 

But we confess that we often wish to do so 

   without going through the messiness of repentance. 

We want your grace, but live as though it has not been given to us. 

Help us to realize and live out our baptism, 

   by the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation No. 605 (Stanza 1)  

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters BEACH SPRING 

 
 Gospel Reading Mark 1:4-11 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Renewal of Baptism   

(You are invited to come forward as directed by the ushers,  

and touch the water in the font to your forehead.) 

 

 Music for Baptism Renewal  

Down to the River to Pray  

As I went down to the river to pray,  

   study-in’ about that good ole way 

   and who shall wear the starry crown,   

   good Lord, show me the way.  

O, sinners, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down.  

Come on, sinners, let’s go down, down to the river to pray 

Deep River (9:45, 11:00) arr. Moses Hogan 

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offertory   

Deep River (8:30) arr. Moses Hogan 

Down by the Riverside (9:45, 11:00) arr. John Rutter 

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load down by the riverside, 

and I ain’t gonna study war no more. 

 

I’m goin’ to lay down my sword and shield down by the riverside, 

and I ain’t gonna study war no more. 

 

I’m goin’ to put on my trav’lin’ shoes down by the riverside, 

and I ain’t gonna study war no more. 

 

I’m goin’ to put on my long white robe down by the riverside, 

and I ain’t gonna study war no more. 

 

I’m goin’ to put on my starry crown down by the riverside, 

and I ain’t gonna study war no more. 

 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication   
 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

 
 Hymn No. 605 (Stanzas 2-3)  

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters BEACH SPRING 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 



 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Toccata on NETTLETON Jerry Westenkuehler 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister (8:30) 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Minister of Missions (9:45, 11:00) 



LITURGISTS 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

LAY READER 

Carol Green (8:30), Alina MacNichol (9:45), Hilary Coman (11:00) 



MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Jeffrey McEvoy, baritone 
Amanda Williams, soprano 

Robert Moody, conductor (9:45, 11:00) 
Chamber Singers (9:45. 11:00) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Jack Griffith (8:30), Catie Holshouser (9:45), Reid Brownlow (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Linde Fonville and Sally Fonville (8:30) 

Sarah Holshouser and Gracie Deel (9:45) 

Jane Brownlow and Anna Davis (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Nelson Daniels (8:30), Eva Stuart Deel (9:45), Mac Brownlow (11:00) 

________________________________________________________________ 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary narthex. To learn more about the 

life of the church, and perhaps join, reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 

parker@mpumc.org. Our next Discover Myers Park class to learn about our church 

is at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, January 14, in the Parish Life Building lobby. No 

reservations are needed, please join us and get to know us better! 

 

DR. HOWELL IS AWAY Our Senior Pastor is away today celebrating Lisa’s 

birthday. He will return to preach at all four services January 14. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM Each year, on the Sunday when we mark the 

baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, as a church family we reaffirm our own Baptism.  

You are invited to come forward to the baptismal font, touch the water to your 

forehead or lips, thus reaffirming the beauty of Baptism, which sacramentally 

washes us in God’s free mercy, fills us with God’s Spirit, and unites us as members 

in God’s church.  If you have questions about Baptism, or even wish to be 

baptized, reach out to Rev. Parker Haynes: parker@myersparkumc.org or (704) 

295-4823.  

 

THE CUSHIONS ARE BACK! This morning, our pew cushions are back in 

place. Some have reported higher comfort from the uncushioned pews, while 

others prefer the cushions. They will come and go seasonally, as they have in the 

past, as we remove them for times when we have candles in worship, or for special 

music and even recordings, as the solid wood improves the acoustics.   

 

FORWARD STARTS TODAY Forward, a new ministry for children in Grades 

4-5, begins today. This “tween” ministry offering faith, fellowship and fun will be 

offered the first Sunday of each month from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Rooms 239 and 

240 in the Snyder Building. Registration is required through 

www.myersparkumc.org. To learn more, reach Director of Children’s Ministries 

Amy Harriman at aharriman@mpumc.org. 

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
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PLEASE DONATE BOOKS Donations of gently used children’s books of all 

kinds are welcome today at the Children’s Ministries offices in support of second- 

and third-graders collecting 300 books for the 01.01 Refugee Birthday Party hosted 

by Refugee Support Services. 

 
DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The convenient Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space. 

 

RETURN YOUR CARD, PLEASE We encourage you to Embrace Giving by 

filling out and returning your Estimate of Giving card to support the 2018 church 

operating budget as well as our Jubilee Plus! fund devoted to outreach. You can 

return your card in the mail, the Sunday offering plate or at the front desk in the 

Parish Life lobby. You can also make a commitment, or a gift, at 

www.myersparkumc.org/pledge. 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 

PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE The Children’s Circle church preschool will host 

open houses for prospective families at 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 9, and 

Thursday, January 11, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. A school tour is 

included. The Children’s Circle will also offer a transitional kindergarten 

information session at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, January 11, in Room 107. Enrollment 

deadline is January 31 for all families, new and returning. Children must be 12 

months by August 31 to enroll in the youngest class. The half-day preschool is for 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist
http://www.myersparkumc.org/pledge


ages one to five. Details: Patty Matthews at 704-376-5208 or 

pmatthews@mpumc.org. 

BE CAREFUL, IT’S FLU SEASON A reminder from Parish Nurse Susan 

Mobley: Flu cases are on the rise this winter. Help contain the spread of flu and 

colds by refraining from shaking hands if you have flu or cold symptoms. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT If you have borrowed medical equipment from the 

church and are finished with it, please return it so others may benefit. Donations 

are welcome – wheelchairs, shower chairs, tube benches and more. Details: Parish 

Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP The Caregivers Support Group will meet at 

11:30 a.m. Tuesday, January 16, in Room 105 of the Parish Life Building, offering 

caregivers a chance to share their experiences and challenges. Details: Parish 

Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY Sign up for Introduction To Christian Spirituality 

led by Dr. Melanie Dobson, meeting 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. Wednesdays from January 

10 to March 28 in  Room 110 of the Parish Life Building. You will read classics in 

Christian spirituality and engage in ancient spiritual practices such as lectio divina 

and the Jesus Prayer. To register, log onto MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org 

and click on View Available Small Groups. 

DAYS APART New 2018 dates are available for Days Apart – times of silence, 

prayer and worship at nearby Belmont Abbey College led by Dr. Dobson. To learn 

more, call 704-295-4815 or visit www.myersparkumc.org/contemplative. 

FOUNDATION This clergy-led class will explore Methodism and church basics 

and will meet 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesdays from January 9 to February 13 in Room 

108 of the Parish Life Building. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. 

CENTERING PRAYER Centering Prayer is available each Wednesday from 

11:30 a.m. to noon in Memorial Chapel, the small chapel beside the Sanctuary. 

Come as you are and receive refreshment for the soul. 

THE POLITICS OF JESUS Rev. Parker Haynes will lead an eight-week small-

group study on The Politics Of Jesus from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Wednesdays starting 

January 24 in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. The class will explore how 

we talk to one another about politics, the relationship between Church and State, 

how Jesus might respond to a particular issue and more. Space is limited to 25. 

Register with Parker at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org. 

mailto:pmatthews@mpumc.org
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CONFIRMATION OFFERING Starting in February, a specialized Confirmation 

program will be offered for students in Grades 7-12 with learning challenges who 

cannot complete our traditional Confirmation process. Students will engage with 

the current eighth-grade Confirmation class for dinner and group learning. But they 

will also be able to join in small group experiences. If you have a student who 

might benefit from this setting, reach Meredith Starling at starlinm@bellsouth.net 

or Amy Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com. These small groups will meet 

from 5:45 to 7:45 p.m. Sundays starting February 11. 

  

SERVING OTHERS… 
 

RACIAL HEALING 

You yearn for healing and change but don’t know where to start? Consider a five-

week group study with guests Lucretia and Nathan Berry starting at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 14, called What Lies Between Us. You will gain historical and 

social context for racial division, support for self-reflection, healing and growth, 

and have the opportunity to develop community with others. To learn more, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/what-lies or reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at 

nathan@mpumc.org. 

 

JOIN US FOR DINNER You’re invited for dinner at 6:00 p.m. Monday, February 

5, in Jubilee Hall as we celebrate the impact of everyone who Lived Differently by 

serving within the walls of the church, here in Charlotte and around the world in 

2017 during The 100K Dream. If you served or want to celebrate those who did, 

please join us. The evening event will be one of your first chances to learn about 

2018’s Missions ministry focus: Relationships Matter. Enjoy a spaghetti dinner 

and hear speaker Liz Clasen-Kelly, Executive Director of the Men’s Shelter of 

Charlotte. The meal is $5 per adult, up to a maximum of $20 per family. To learn 

more or RSVP, email LiveDifferently@mpumc.org.  

BOOK DISCUSSION: “STAKES IS HIGH” At 6:00 p.m. Monday, February 

12, in Jubilee Hall, author and activist Michael Waters will lead a forum on our 

national racial divide. In preparation for his visit, Dr. Howell and Rev. Nathan 

Arledge will lead a discussion of his latest book, Stakes Is High, at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 21, and again at 11:00 a.m. Monday, January 22 in Francis 

Chapel. Details: Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org. 

JANUARY COLLECTION: COATS FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE Donate new 

and gently used coats and cold-weather items for Crisis Assistance Ministry. Drop 

off items in the marked bin in the Parish Life Building lobby through Sunday, 

January 21.  
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OPENINGS TO COSTA RICA We have two spots available on the mission trip 

to Costa Rica March 31 to April 7 to help with this year’s construction projects and 

continue building relationships with our neighbors there. Enjoy the new lower 

price of $1,250. Details: Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org or Thom 

Sumner at thomsum@bellsouth.net. Register today at 

www.myersparkumc.org/costarica. 

SERVE WITH SEDGEFIELD SCHOOLS Consider serving with students at our 

school partners, Sedgefield Elementary and Middle Schools in 2018, including as a 

Success Coach for a student. Reach Kitty Bauknight (kbauknight@me.com) for 

Sedgefield Elementary or Lisa Howell (lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com) for 

Sedgefield Middle.  

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support organizations like Salvation Army Center of Hope, 

which provides shelter and supportive services to women and their children 

experiencing homelessness. We were blessed to award more than $1 million in 

Jubilee Plus! grants to our partners in previous years and hope to do the same or 

more in 2018. Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or 

write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the 

offering plate or mail it to the church at 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

SERVE LUNCH AT CENTER OF HOPE If you love how you look in a hair 

net, then come and help prepare lunch for women and children at the Salvation 

Army Center of Hope. Teams meet the third and fourth Tuesdays of each month 

from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. To sign up or learn more, reach Suzanne Johnson at 704-

491-3915 or shj422@gmail.com. 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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