
Director of  Worship and the Arts Megan Argabrite shares a new and unique Advent offering – a Pop-Up 
Advent Prayer Room. To learn more, reach her at 704-295-4808 or MeganA@mpumc.org.
Create, dream, wonder, pray. During the season of  Advent, make some time to stop by 
our pop-up prayer room in Room 123 near the front desk in the lobby of  the Parish Life 
Building. You can’t miss it. The prayer room will be open through Sunday, December 31, and 
available whenever the church is open. In it you will fi nd creative ways to help you encounter 
God during this busy time of  year: Come and pray with images, with art, and with words and 
light. It is a family-friendly space, open weekdays and Sunday.

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE 
POP-UP ADVENT PRAYER ROOM

• Small group opportunities coming in January: Register 
online for short-term small groups that begin as soon 
as Wednesday, January 3. Included are two groups based 
on Dr. Howell’s book, Worshipful. Also, groups on Job 
and Matthew will start in late January and Dr. Melanie 
Dobson will offer an Introduction to Christian Spirituality 
from January to April. For information and registration, 
log on to MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org 
and click to view Available Small Groups. Learn more 
about our church when clergy lead a six-week series, 
FOUNDATION, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday nights 
from January 9 to February 13. New and established 
church members are invited to learn more about church 
history, Bible basics, theology, practice and ethics, 
Methodism and service. Child care is available by advance 
reservation. Information and registration is available by 

logging onto MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org and 
clicking to view Available Small Groups.

• Church library volunteers ask your help in locating church 
library books that may be in your home or offi ce and are 
ready to be returned. We welcome them back, so others 
may embrace the wisdom found in them. Looking for gift 
ideas? Come to the library (Room 111 in the Parish Life 
Building) and donate a book in someone’s honor. The 
library will place a book plate in the front of  the book 
in honor or memory of  a loved one. Books needed by 
the library along with amounts and instructions on how 
to make a donation are detailed at the front desk in the 
library. Cards for you to notify someone of  a donation 
are also at the front desk.

SMALL GROUPS, CHURCH LIBRARY GIFTS
Season Of  Stewardship:
‘IT IS HARD TO PUT INTO WORDS
WHAT A CHURCH MEANS TO YOU

IN YOUR HEART’

Please take note of  
our wonderful Advent 
offerings: Kneeling at the 
Manger is at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 10, in 
Jubilee Hall. The beautiful, 
youth-led Moravian Love 
Feast is at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 17, in 
the Sanctuary. Here’s the 
schedule for our eight 
Christmas Eve services: 
8:45. 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
and 1:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:00 
and 11:00 p.m. Details 
on Christmas Eve and 
more – including outreach 
opportunities – are inside 
today’s Cornerstone and at 
www.myersparkumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

As we Embrace Giving in this season of  
stewardship, Kerri Porter shares her lifelong 
love of  the church, and the pivotal role it 
has played in her life. Jim and Kerri and 
their four children – Gavin, Macie, Oliver 
and Georgie – are deeply involved at Myers 
Park United Methodist. Kerri refl ects here 
on all that, and why it holds such profound 
meaning to her. Please return your Estimate 
of  Giving card as soon as you are able to 
support the church operating budget for 
2018, as well as the Jubilee Plus! fund for 
outreach. Extra cards are around the church. 
Fill yours out and put it in the offering plate, 
drop it off  by the front desk in the Parish 
Life lobby or mail it to the church. You can 
also make a commitment and a gift at www.
myersparkumc.org/pledge.

Now, Kerri…

As a child, the church was my second home. 
I want my children to feel that way, too. 
Growing up in Greenville, S.C., I was at 
Buncombe Street United Methodist Church 
every Sunday morning for worship, Sunday 
night youth service, Wednesday night supper 
and Thursday night basketball practice. 
Saturday was fi lled with basketball games in 
our church gym. Church was a safe haven 
for me.

I want our children to have that same feeling 
about our church. I still remember sermons 
from my childhood minister. I always felt 
he was speaking directly to me. I feel that 
same way about Dr. Howell, and feel blessed 
that my children can grow up with someone 
who has such a great message. It may not be 
an easy message. But the hard ones are the 
ones you have to listen to.

In that same light, I am happy to give to the 
church. The church has helped raise and 
shape my children, and myself. My parents 
divorced when I was 13. My dad, Chip, was 
killed in a car accident when I was 15. My 
mom, Sherry, worked full-time, traveled for 
her job and raised two children during a 
diffi cult period. No matter how tight things 
were at home, I watched her put as much 
as she could into that offering plate each 
Sunday. It was important to her. She instilled 
that in me at a young age. No matter what, 
you always have enough to give.

I give to help give back. Our church does 
so many great things in our community 

that I want to help support that. Time is 
a precious commodity in my household 
with four children, a job and a traveling 
husband. But we volunteer every chance we 
get. We’ve been involved with Habitat for 
Humanity, Sedgefi eld Middle School, Urban 
Ministry Center, Stop Hunger Now, Vacation 
Bible School and more. My mother also 
instilled in us that when you serve, you need 
to serve with your whole heart. Growing up, 
we didn’t just grab a tag off  the tree and buy 
a child’s Christmas gift. We grabbed that tag, 
found out about the family and delivered 
Christmas to their door with a meal. We 
spent many Thanksgiving nights delivering 
dinner to families who had little. We’d sit at 
their table and break bread. I am trying to 
teach my children the same lesson. 

It is hard to put into words what a church 
means to you in your heart. I know I am a 
better person because I grew up in church. 
I’m thankful I found a place that reminds 
me of  my old church for our children. Our 
church is a wonderful place.  I encourage 
you to give to help support all it does, and 
the lives it helps shape.

Kerri Porter. Photo by John Daughtry.

“…for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7



SCENES FROM 
FAMILY ADVENT NIGHT

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Larry Allen Morton Sr., father of  Courtney Morton and 
grandfather of  Claire and Anna Ragsdale, who died on 
November 18, 2017. Maryann Allen Echols, mother of  Scott 
Echols, who died on November 19, 2017. Andrew James Harkey, 
nephew of  Susan Lupo and brother of  Scott Dill, who died 
on November 20, 2017. Judy Rose Baker Pickett, wife of  John 
Pickett, who died on November 21, 2017.

Babies 
Samuel David Stevens and Clayton Andrew Stevens, sons of  Jessica 
and David Stevens and brothers of  Anna Lynne and Walter 
Stevens, born on November 21, 2017.

Weddings 
Laura Lea Taylor and John Robert White, married on September 
30, 2017, in Asheville. Margaret Elizabeth McIntosh and Sarah 
Katherine Hartman, married on November 18, 2017, in Austin, 
Texas.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 14, 21
• 9:15 to 10:30 a.m., Room 031 in Snyder Building. Restor-

ative yoga with Dr. Melanie Dobson, with candlelight 
and Advent themes. Details: 704-295-4840 or melanie@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open. This 

season more than ever, guys are welcome to shop. Volun-
teer sales associates are ready and waiting to help.  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
• 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Kneeling at the Manger. Children, 

come dressed as your favorite Nativity character.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
• 6:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. United Methodist Women’s Cel-

ebrating Christmas dinner with music by Nicolas Haigh and 
Margaret Carpenter Haigh. Cost is $10, payable at the 
door. Guys, join us. For reservations by noon December 8, 
call 704-295-4815 or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
• 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. Lessons And Carols 

with de Capo Brass.
• 8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall. Church In The Round, Christmas In 

Word And Song.
• 6:00 p.m. Moravian Love Feast in the Sanctuary, hosted by 

Youth Ministries with buns, spiced tea, beeswax candles 
and music.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service in Jubilee Hall.
• 9:45 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
• 1:30 p.m. Jazz service in Jubilee Hall.
• 3:30 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.
• 6:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.
• 8:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in Sanc-

tuary.
• 11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in 

Sanctuary.
• Care for infants and toddlers for the three morning ser-

vices in Rooms 154 and 156. No reservation needed.
• Goodness Gracious! open 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

MONDAY, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25-26
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
• 8:45. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.
• 9:45 Service in Sanctuary.
• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
• No nursery or worship care.

MONDAY, JANUARY 1
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
• 4:00 p.m., Rooms 103-108 in Parish Life Building. Epiph-

any Party for Grades K-1. Bring baby items for Baby 
Bundles.

THIS AND THAT
• The Christmas Eve offering will go to our partnership 

with Sedgefi eld Elementary and Middle schools, and ZOE 
Ministries to children in Kenya. Make out your check to 
the church with Christmas Eve Offering in the memo line.

• Children’s Ministries’ Advent and Christmas devotional, 
Let There Be…, is available around the church. One per 
family, please.

• On Christmas Eve and every Sunday, the shuttle bus runs 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and My-
ers Park Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn Avenue.

• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 
loved one? Reserve a poinsettia for $14 at www.myer-
sparkumc.org. The deadline is Thursday, December 7, to 
be listed in worship bulletins for the Lessons And Carols 
services on Sunday, December 17. Questions? Reach Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of  a loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door for 
$30 or inside the Sanctuary for $50. Place an order at www.
myersparkumc.org. The deadline is Thursday, December 
7, for listing in the Lessons And Carols bulletins on Sunday, 
December 17. Questions? Reach Peg Broughton at peg@
mpumc.org.

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY

At the height of  the holiday shopping season, we celebrate Goodness 
Gracious! – where sales support outreach, the fellowship is free, and gifts 

abound from kitchenware to devotionals to jewelry 
and more. This holiday more than ever, the shop in 
the Parish Life lobby is inviting men to come in. The 
shop is also open Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. December 9, 16 and 23, and 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday, December 24. Here, church member Amy 
Brittain shares what Goodness Gracious! means to her.

When my oldest son started at The Children’s 
Circle nine years ago, I quickly realized how 

those three hours of  preschool fl ew by. I loved being able to 
duck into Goodness Gracious!, fi nd a beautiful gift, have it 

wrapped and head on with my day. I’ve been a loyal customer 
ever since. From Christmas ornaments for ornament exchange 
parties to olive wood crosses for our sons and godson at 
Easter; from soft wraps, scarves and inlaid wood frames for 
mothers and mothers-in-law to tasseled necklaces, small clutch 
purses and pottery for friends’ birthday gifts (plus Cloister 
honey and cheese straws for our own home), Goodness 
Gracious! has a range of  special yet reasonably priced gifts. 
The women working in the store are helpful and friendly, and 
all profi ts go toward the church’s wide-ranging community 
outreach. I love choosing thoughtful gifts for loved ones and 
doing a good deed at the same time.

WHAT A BARGAIN: THOUGHTFUL GIFTS
AND THE CHANCE TO DO A GOOD DEED

Amy Brittain

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
BRIGHTEN THE SEASON 

FOR OTHERS
Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares outreach op-

portunities during this special time of  year.

• This weekend (December 8-9), we host the Jubilee 
Store, partnering with Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church, Christ Episcopal Church and Charlotte 
Family Housing to help families create a special 
Christmas for their children. Details: www.myer-
sparkumc.org/jubilee-store.

• Find the perfect gift by making a gift to one of  our 
partners in their name at the Alternative Gift Mar-
ket. Shop year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/
alternative-gift-market or in-person in the Parish 
Life lobby Sunday morning, December 10 and 17.

• Help welcome guests who lack a safe place to sleep  
– just like Joseph, Mary and the newborn Jesus 
– Thursdays and Fridays through March through 
Room in the Inn, a partnership with  Urban Min-
istry Center. Our guests enjoy a meal, fellowship 
and warm, safe place to sleep in the Youth Build-
ing. Reach Greg Wells at 704-338-4662 or greg@
willisengineers.com to learn more.

Our fi rst annual Family Advent Night on Wednes-
day, November 29, welcomed 200 men, women 
and, best of  all, children to Jubilee Hall for a 
delicious dinner with Christmas cookies, Advent 
craft-making, music of  the season and the fellow-
ship that brings us together in Christ’s name. 
Photos by Katharine Willis.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
JANUARY 7, 2018
• Forward, a new ministry for children in Grades 4-5, meets the 

fi rst Sunday of  each month from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Rooms 
239 and 240 in the Snyder Building for faith, fellowship and 
fun. Interested in leading a small group? Reach Assistant 
Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffi n at 704-295-
4805 or heidi@mpumc.org.

JANUARY 9, 2018
• Parish Nurse Susan Mobley and church member and 

Integrative Nutrition Health Coach Shelley Butler lead a 
six-week course on The Daniel Plan and enriching your life 
through faith, food, fi tness, focus and friends. The group 
meets Tuesdays from January 9 to February 13 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. 
They’ll use as a guide the book, The Daniel Plan: 40 Days a 
Healthier Life. Deadline to register is December 11. Reach 
Susan at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

JANUARY 10, 2018
• H.O.T. Wednesday returns, offering a hot meal and 

fellowship from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee 
Hall. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or 
call 704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each Tuesday. Invite 
a friend or neighbor.

JANUARY 16, 2018
• The Caregivers Support Group meets at 11:30 a.m. in Room 

105 of  the Parish Life Building, offering a chance to share 
the joys and challenges of  caregiving. Details: Parish Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-36 or smobley@mpumc.org.

JANUARY 30, 2018
• Want to travel to Maua, Kenya, to meet children in the ZOE 

program? Mission trips are January 30 to February 9, and 
February 20 to March 2. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/
ZOE or reach Minister of  Missions Nathan 
Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org.

FEBRUARY 9-11, 2018
• Sign up for the 12th annual Women’s Retreat at Caraway 

Conference Center & Camp. Rev. Alisa Lasater-Wailo, a 
former Associate Pastor here and now Senior Minister of  
Capitol Hill United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C., 
will present Sisters – Studying, Serving, Shaking Things Up. To 
register, visit www.myersparkumc.org, log onto MyMPUMC 
at the top of  the home page and go to Available Registrations.

MAY 31, 2018
• A small group from our church is invited to join a group 

from Shalem Institute on a Contemplative Pilgrimage to 
Iona, Scotland, through June 10, 2018. Register by January 
1. To learn more, reach Dr. Melanie Dobson at melanie@
mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME…
• We awarded more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants to 

partners in 2016 and hope to do more each year. Give to 
Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write 
a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and 
put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church.

• Join in Centering Prayer Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
in Room 024 in the Snyder Building and Wednesdays from 
11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel.

• Our Sunday shuttle bus services runs from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. between the church and Myers Park Traditional School 
at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue. Take the shuttle and avoid having 
to fi nd a parking space, especially during Advent season. 
And enjoy the fellowship heading to and from church.

• Please let the church know when you or a loved one is in the 
hospital or has had a baby. Call 704-376-8584.

• Our churchwide effort to build racial reconciliation 
continues. To keep up with the initiatives and get involved, 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/race.



Church member Anita McIntosh, 80, introduces us to 
spiritual scrapbooking. A combination of  a scrapbook, 
photo album and coloring book, Anita has fi lled three 
sketchbooks with this unique expression of  her faith. 
She tries to write and draw each day, often in the early 
morning, likening it to entering a child’s world. “You 
work and you work and you pray until something hap-
pens,” she says. Anita explains here.

About fi ve years ago, I realized my prayer life 
needed a boost. I began looking for ways to 

get closer to God in my daily devotions. Being an 
artist and in love with color, I found what I wanted: 
A book, Praying in Color by Sybil MacBeth, that 
explores drawing a new path to God.

My new life in prayer took off. At fi rst, I felt 
like I was back in grammar school with my 

box of  eight crayons. But 
I asked God for help. His 
answer took me into a world 
of  color, where I spend time 
in prayer with each person 
I list in my sketchbook with 
accompanying illustrations. 
It gives me time with these 
people as I pick a color and 
design in, out and around their 
names. When I am done, I have 

a visual reminder of  my talks with God, along with 
those I’ve listed in my sketchbook.

Then I had another idea. Our Sunday worship bul-
letins list the words of  songs, anthems and prayers. 
I began clipping some, glueing them in my sketch-
book and using them to pray for those people listed 
on the page. The choir one Sunday presented Be 
Not Afraid. I listed those people I know needed ex-
tra prayer and decorated the page with lots of  color.

Each page becomes a visual reminder of  my talks 
with God. Through color, I have received the tools 
to revitalize my prayer life.

‘Through Color, I Have Received
The Tools To Revitalize My Prayer Life’

Snapshots of  Anita’s prayer journal/scrapbook.

Anita McIntosh



SCENES FROM 
FAMILY ADVENT NIGHT

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Larry Allen Morton Sr., father of  Courtney Morton and 
grandfather of  Claire and Anna Ragsdale, who died on 
November 18, 2017. Maryann Allen Echols, mother of  Scott 
Echols, who died on November 19, 2017. Andrew James Harkey, 
nephew of  Susan Lupo and brother of  Scott Dill, who died 
on November 20, 2017. Judy Rose Baker Pickett, wife of  John 
Pickett, who died on November 21, 2017.

Babies 
Samuel David Stevens and Clayton Andrew Stevens, sons of  Jessica 
and David Stevens and brothers of  Anna Lynne and Walter 
Stevens, born on November 21, 2017.

Weddings 
Laura Lea Taylor and John Robert White, married on September 
30, 2017, in Asheville. Margaret Elizabeth McIntosh and Sarah 
Katherine Hartman, married on November 18, 2017, in Austin, 
Texas.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 14, 21
• 9:15 to 10:30 a.m., Room 031 in Snyder Building. Restor-

ative yoga with Dr. Melanie Dobson, with candlelight 
and Advent themes. Details: 704-295-4840 or melanie@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open. This 

season more than ever, guys are welcome to shop. Volun-
teer sales associates are ready and waiting to help.  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
• 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Kneeling at the Manger. Children, 

come dressed as your favorite Nativity character.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
• 6:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. United Methodist Women’s Cel-

ebrating Christmas dinner with music by Nicolas Haigh and 
Margaret Carpenter Haigh. Cost is $10, payable at the 
door. Guys, join us. For reservations by noon December 8, 
call 704-295-4815 or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
• 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. Lessons And Carols 

with de Capo Brass.
• 8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall. Church In The Round, Christmas In 

Word And Song.
• 6:00 p.m. Moravian Love Feast in the Sanctuary, hosted by 

Youth Ministries with buns, spiced tea, beeswax candles 
and music.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service in Jubilee Hall.
• 9:45 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
• 1:30 p.m. Jazz service in Jubilee Hall.
• 3:30 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.
• 6:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.
• 8:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in Sanc-

tuary.
• 11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in 

Sanctuary.
• Care for infants and toddlers for the three morning ser-

vices in Rooms 154 and 156. No reservation needed.
• Goodness Gracious! open 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

MONDAY, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25-26
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
• 8:45. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.
• 9:45 Service in Sanctuary.
• 11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
• No nursery or worship care.

MONDAY, JANUARY 1
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
• 4:00 p.m., Rooms 103-108 in Parish Life Building. Epiph-

any Party for Grades K-1. Bring baby items for Baby 
Bundles.

THIS AND THAT
• The Christmas Eve offering will go to our partnership 

with Sedgefi eld Elementary and Middle schools, and ZOE 
Ministries to children in Kenya. Make out your check to 
the church with Christmas Eve Offering in the memo line.

• Children’s Ministries’ Advent and Christmas devotional, 
Let There Be…, is available around the church. One per 
family, please.

• On Christmas Eve and every Sunday, the shuttle bus runs 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and My-
ers Park Traditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn Avenue.

• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 
loved one? Reserve a poinsettia for $14 at www.myer-
sparkumc.org. The deadline is Thursday, December 7, to 
be listed in worship bulletins for the Lessons And Carols 
services on Sunday, December 17. Questions? Reach Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of  a loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door for 
$30 or inside the Sanctuary for $50. Place an order at www.
myersparkumc.org. The deadline is Thursday, December 
7, for listing in the Lessons And Carols bulletins on Sunday, 
December 17. Questions? Reach Peg Broughton at peg@
mpumc.org.
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At the height of  the holiday shopping season, we celebrate Goodness 
Gracious! – where sales support outreach, the fellowship is free, and gifts 

abound from kitchenware to devotionals to jewelry 
and more. This holiday more than ever, the shop in 
the Parish Life lobby is inviting men to come in. The 
shop is also open Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. December 9, 16 and 23, and 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday, December 24. Here, church member Amy 
Brittain shares what Goodness Gracious! means to her.

When my oldest son started at The Children’s 
Circle nine years ago, I quickly realized how 

those three hours of  preschool fl ew by. I loved being able to 
duck into Goodness Gracious!, fi nd a beautiful gift, have it 

wrapped and head on with my day. I’ve been a loyal customer 
ever since. From Christmas ornaments for ornament exchange 
parties to olive wood crosses for our sons and godson at 
Easter; from soft wraps, scarves and inlaid wood frames for 
mothers and mothers-in-law to tasseled necklaces, small clutch 
purses and pottery for friends’ birthday gifts (plus Cloister 
honey and cheese straws for our own home), Goodness 
Gracious! has a range of  special yet reasonably priced gifts. 
The women working in the store are helpful and friendly, and 
all profi ts go toward the church’s wide-ranging community 
outreach. I love choosing thoughtful gifts for loved ones and 
doing a good deed at the same time.

WHAT A BARGAIN: THOUGHTFUL GIFTS
AND THE CHANCE TO DO A GOOD DEED

Amy Brittain

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
BRIGHTEN THE SEASON 

FOR OTHERS
Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares outreach op-

portunities during this special time of  year.

• This weekend (December 8-9), we host the Jubilee 
Store, partnering with Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church, Christ Episcopal Church and Charlotte 
Family Housing to help families create a special 
Christmas for their children. Details: www.myer-
sparkumc.org/jubilee-store.

• Find the perfect gift by making a gift to one of  our 
partners in their name at the Alternative Gift Mar-
ket. Shop year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/
alternative-gift-market or in-person in the Parish 
Life lobby Sunday morning, December 10 and 17.

• Help welcome guests who lack a safe place to sleep  
– just like Joseph, Mary and the newborn Jesus 
– Thursdays and Fridays through March through 
Room in the Inn, a partnership with  Urban Min-
istry Center. Our guests enjoy a meal, fellowship 
and warm, safe place to sleep in the Youth Build-
ing. Reach Greg Wells at 704-338-4662 or greg@
willisengineers.com to learn more.

Our fi rst annual Family Advent Night on Wednes-
day, November 29, welcomed 200 men, women 
and, best of  all, children to Jubilee Hall for a 
delicious dinner with Christmas cookies, Advent 
craft-making, music of  the season and the fellow-
ship that brings us together in Christ’s name. 
Photos by Katharine Willis.



Season Of  Stewardship:
‘IT IS HARD TO PUT INTO WORDS
WHAT A CHURCH MEANS TO YOU

IN YOUR HEART’

Please take note of  
our wonderful Advent 
offerings: Kneeling at the 
Manger is at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 10, in 
Jubilee Hall. The beautiful, 
youth-led Moravian Love 
Feast is at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 17, in 
the Sanctuary. Here’s the 
schedule for our eight 
Christmas Eve services: 
8:45. 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
and 1:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:00 
and 11:00 p.m. Details 
on Christmas Eve and 
more – including outreach 
opportunities – are inside 
today’s Cornerstone and at 
www.myersparkumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

As we Embrace Giving in this season of  
stewardship, Kerri Porter shares her lifelong 
love of  the church, and the pivotal role it 
has played in her life. Jim and Kerri and 
their four children – Gavin, Macie, Oliver 
and Georgie – are deeply involved at Myers 
Park United Methodist. Kerri refl ects here 
on all that, and why it holds such profound 
meaning to her. Please return your Estimate 
of  Giving card as soon as you are able to 
support the church operating budget for 
2018, as well as the Jubilee Plus! fund for 
outreach. Extra cards are around the church. 
Fill yours out and put it in the offering plate, 
drop it off  by the front desk in the Parish 
Life lobby or mail it to the church. You can 
also make a commitment and a gift at www.
myersparkumc.org/pledge.

Now, Kerri…

As a child, the church was my second home. 
I want my children to feel that way, too. 
Growing up in Greenville, S.C., I was at 
Buncombe Street United Methodist Church 
every Sunday morning for worship, Sunday 
night youth service, Wednesday night supper 
and Thursday night basketball practice. 
Saturday was fi lled with basketball games in 
our church gym. Church was a safe haven 
for me.

I want our children to have that same feeling 
about our church. I still remember sermons 
from my childhood minister. I always felt 
he was speaking directly to me. I feel that 
same way about Dr. Howell, and feel blessed 
that my children can grow up with someone 
who has such a great message. It may not be 
an easy message. But the hard ones are the 
ones you have to listen to.

In that same light, I am happy to give to the 
church. The church has helped raise and 
shape my children, and myself. My parents 
divorced when I was 13. My dad, Chip, was 
killed in a car accident when I was 15. My 
mom, Sherry, worked full-time, traveled for 
her job and raised two children during a 
diffi cult period. No matter how tight things 
were at home, I watched her put as much 
as she could into that offering plate each 
Sunday. It was important to her. She instilled 
that in me at a young age. No matter what, 
you always have enough to give.

I give to help give back. Our church does 
so many great things in our community 

that I want to help support that. Time is 
a precious commodity in my household 
with four children, a job and a traveling 
husband. But we volunteer every chance we 
get. We’ve been involved with Habitat for 
Humanity, Sedgefi eld Middle School, Urban 
Ministry Center, Stop Hunger Now, Vacation 
Bible School and more. My mother also 
instilled in us that when you serve, you need 
to serve with your whole heart. Growing up, 
we didn’t just grab a tag off  the tree and buy 
a child’s Christmas gift. We grabbed that tag, 
found out about the family and delivered 
Christmas to their door with a meal. We 
spent many Thanksgiving nights delivering 
dinner to families who had little. We’d sit at 
their table and break bread. I am trying to 
teach my children the same lesson. 

It is hard to put into words what a church 
means to you in your heart. I know I am a 
better person because I grew up in church. 
I’m thankful I found a place that reminds 
me of  my old church for our children. Our 
church is a wonderful place.  I encourage 
you to give to help support all it does, and 
the lives it helps shape.

Director of  Worship and the Arts Megan Argabrite shares a new and unique Advent offering – a Pop-Up 
Advent Prayer Room. To learn more, reach her at 704-295-4808 or MeganA@mpumc.org.
Create, dream, wonder, pray. During the season of  Advent, make some time to stop by 
our pop-up prayer room in Room 123 near the front desk in the lobby of  the Parish Life 
Building. You can’t miss it. The prayer room will be open through Sunday, December 31, and 
available whenever the church is open. In it you will fi nd creative ways to help you encounter 
God during this busy time of  year: Come and pray with images, with art, and with words and 
light. It is a family-friendly space, open weekdays and Sunday.

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE 
POP-UP ADVENT PRAYER ROOM

Kerri Porter. Photo by John Daughtry.

“…for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7

• Small group opportunities coming in January: Register 
online for short-term small groups that begin as soon 
as Wednesday, January 3. Included are two groups based 
on Dr. Howell’s book, Worshipful. Also, groups on Job 
and Matthew will start in late January and Dr. Melanie 
Dobson will offer an Introduction to Christian Spirituality 
from January to April. For information and registration, 
log on to MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org 
and click to view Available Small Groups. Learn more 
about our church when clergy lead a six-week series, 
FOUNDATION, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday nights 
from January 9 to February 13. New and established 
church members are invited to learn more about church 
history, Bible basics, theology, practice and ethics, 
Methodism and service. Child care is available by advance 
reservation. Information and registration is available by 

logging onto MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org and 
clicking to view Available Small Groups.

• Church library volunteers ask your help in locating church 
library books that may be in your home or offi ce and are 
ready to be returned. We welcome them back, so others 
may embrace the wisdom found in them. Looking for gift 
ideas? Come to the library (Room 111 in the Parish Life 
Building) and donate a book in someone’s honor. The 
library will place a book plate in the front of  the book 
in honor or memory of  a loved one. Books needed by 
the library along with amounts and instructions on how 
to make a donation are detailed at the front desk in the 
library. Cards for you to notify someone of  a donation 
are also at the front desk.

SMALL GROUPS, CHURCH LIBRARY GIFTS




