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United Methodist Church 
 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

December 17, 2017 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

Introit 

Sure On This Shining Night Morten Lauridsen 

Sure on this shining night of star-made shadows round, 

kindness must watch for me this side the ground. 

 

The late year lies down the north. All is healed, all is health. 

High summer holds the earth. Hearts are whole. 

 

Sure on this shining night 

I weep for wonder wandering far alone of shadows on the stars. 
 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle from Genesis 1:11-12 

In the beginning, when the earth was an empty desert, 

God said, “Grow!” 

In the beginning, when the earth was in waiting, 

God’s Word brought good news; 

Good news of new life, of redemption, of hope. 

We proclaim to a desert world, “Let there be hope!” 

With this candle, we await the light of the Christ child. 

 



 Processional Carol No. 240  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 
 Gloria Patri No. 238 (refrain)  GLORIA 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Bidding Prayer   

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

 

 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

 

The First Lesson Isaiah 61:1-4 

 

Homily  

 

Offering  

Personent Hodie Lara Hoggard 

On this day earth shall ring with the song 

children sing to the Lord, Christ our King, 



born on earth to save us; him the Father gave us. 

Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!  (Therefore, glory to God in the highest!) 

 

His the doom, ours the mirth; 

when he came down to earth, Bethlehem saw his birth; 

ox and ass beside him from the cold would hide him. 

 

God’s bright star, over his head, wise men three to him led; 

kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, 

praise him and adore him. 

 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 

praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to save us. 

 
 Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication and Gift Blessing  

 

 The Second Lesson Luke 1:26-38 

 

 Congregation Carol No. 238  

 Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Todd Wilson 

 Women: Angels we have heard on high  

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

All: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Men: Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be  

which inspire your heavenly song?  

All: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

All: Come to Bethlehem and see 

Christ whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee, 



Christ the Lord, the newborn King 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

All: See him in a manger laid, 

whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 

while our hearts in love we raise. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 The Third Lesson Luke 2:1-7 

 

 Congregational Carol  

 Festival First Noel arr. Dan Forrest 

 The first Noel the angels did say  

   was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

   in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,  

   on a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star  

   shining in the east beyond them far; 

   and to the earth it gave great light,  

   and so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

Then let us all with one accord  

   sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

   that hath made heaven and earth of naught,  

   and with his blood mankind hath bought. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

 The Fourth Lesson Luke 2:8-20 

 

 Anthem  

 While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks  Craig Courtney 

 While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shown around. 

“Fear not” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind; 

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.” 

 

“To you in David’s town this day is born, of David’s line, 

the Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign. 



The heavenly Babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands and in a manger laid.” 

 

All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace: 

good will henceforth from heaven to earth begin and never cease. 

 

 The Fifth Lesson Matthew 2:1-12 

 

 Anthem  

 A Babe Is Born, Op. 55 William Matthias 

 A babe is born all of a may, to bring salvation unto us. 

To him we sing both night and day. 

Veni Creator Spiritus. (Come, creator spirit). 

 

At Bethlehem, that blessed place, the child of bliss now born he was; 

and him to serve God give us grace, 

O lux beata Trinitas. (O Trinity of blessed light). 

 

There came three kings out of the East,  

to worship the King that is so free,  

with gold and myrrh and frankincense, 

a solis ortus cardine (from lands of the rising sun). 

 

The angels came down with one cry, 

a fair song that night sung they 

in worship of that child: 

Gloria tibi Domine (Glory to Thee, Lord). 

Noel! (Christmas!) 

 

 

 The Sixth Lesson John 1:1-14 

 



 Congregational Carol No. 234  

 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

     Refrain: O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  

     O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  

Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain) 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain) 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response   

“Hallelujah” from Messiah George Frideric Handel 

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! 

The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom 

 of our Lord and of his Christ; 

And he shall reign for ever and ever. 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah! 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

Puer Nobis Nascitur David N. Johnson 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 
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ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTERS 

Greg, Margo, Spencer & Reese Wells (8:30) 

Ransome, Logan, Harper & Wesley Foose (9:45) 

Cameron, Jill, Connor & Madison Gadd (11:00) 
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TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us on this third 

Sunday in Advent. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary 

narthex. Our next Discover Myers Park class to learn about our church is at 10:45 

a.m. Sunday, January 14, in the Parish Life Building lobby. No reservations are 

needed, please join us and get to know us better! 



OUR ADVENT THEME Have you noticed our Advent theme, Let There Be…? 

Each week in worship, on social media, through prayer, study and mission, we will 

explore what it means to acknowledge and await darkness, comfort, hope, life and 

light as followers of Christ. On this third Sunday in Advent, together we say, “Let 

There Be Hope.” 

BLESSING OF THE GIFTS Today, we bless the gifts that our church members 

have purchased through the Alternative Gift Market to support local and 

worldwide ministries. The second-grade Sunday School class, led by their teachers 

– Christy Barlow, Amy Brittain, Ashley Gilbert, Mary and Jonathan Holland, 

Cynthia and Alex Housten and Laura Walger – have written the prayer that they 

will offer during our worship services. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

END OF YEAR GIVING Thank you for your generosity. Your contribution must 

be received by the church or postmarked by December 31, 2017. Checks can be 

placed in the offering plate, mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 or 

dropped off at the church by 5:00 p.m. Friday, December 29. Details: Executive 

Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. 

MUSIC MINISTRIES CD A two-set CD of choral and instrumental music for 

Advent and Christmas from our musical groups is available for $20 in Goodness 

Gracious! It’s entitled Expectation. Proceeds from this beautiful work – which 

makes a wonderful gift – will support music ministry at our church. 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  
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RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space, especially in this busy Advent season. The shuttle will 

run on its regular schedule Christmas Eve, December 24 – 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

We invite you to take advantage of it. 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
EMBRACE GIVING We encourage you to Embrace Giving by filling out and 

returning your Estimate of Giving card to support the 2018 church operating 

budget as well as our Jubilee Plus! fund devoted to outreach. You can also make a 

commitment, or a gift, at www.myersparkumc.org/pledge. As we express our 

generosity to the work of the church, please also meet your commitment to our 

2017 budget and give as you are able.  

 

ADVENT ACTIVITIES 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST TODAY Join us for the beautiful Moravian Love 

Feast at 6:00 p.m. today in the Sanctuary, led by youth and offering buns, spiced 

tea, beeswax candles and music. 

POP-UP ADVENT PRAYER ROOM Through December 31 in Room 123 

across from the front desk in the Parish Life lobby, make time to stop by the Pop-

Up Advent Prayer Room. There you will find creative ways to help you encounter 

God in this busy time of year. Come and pray with images, with art, and with 

words and light. The family-friendly space is open weekdays and Sundays 

whenever the church is open. 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS! Our gift shop in the Parish Life lobby, where sales 

support outreach, will hold special holiday hours from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 23. This season, more than ever, the shop is inviting men to 

do some Christmas shopping at Goodness Gracious!, where volunteers are eager to 

help. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall. 

9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

1:30 p.m. Jazz service in Jubilee Hall. 

3:30 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in the Sanctuary. 

6:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in the Sanctuary. 

8:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion in the Sanctuary. 

11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion in the Sanctuary. 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/pledge


Care for infants and toddlers is available at the three morning services in Rooms 

154 and 156 in the Snyder Building. Goodness Gracious! is open from 9:00 to 

11:00 a.m. on Christmas Eve. The 11:00 a.m. and 6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve services will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Look to 

www.myersparkumc.org/advent for the complete Advent calendar. 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 

The Christmas Eve offering goes to our partnership with Sedgefield Elementary 

and Middle schools and the ZOE ministry to children in Kenya. Make out your 

check to the church with Christmas Eve Offering in the memo line. Turn to 

www.myersparkumc.org/serve for more on these powerful ministries. 

 

NO H.O.T. WEDNESDAY. Our H.O.T. Wednesday gathering is off for the 

holidays. See you back in Jubilee Hall for a meal and fellowship on January 10. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES Many small group opportunities will be 

available starting in early January. These include Worshipful, Foundation, studies 

on the books of Job and Matthew, and an Introduction To Christian Spirituality. 

Information and online registration is open by logging onto MyMPUMC at 

www.myersparkumc.org and clicking to view Available Small Groups. 

NEW MINISTRY FOR FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADERS Forward is 

coming January 7, a ministry for children in Grades 4-5, meeting the first Sunday 

of each month from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Rooms 239 and 240 in the Snyder 

Building for faith, fellowship and fun. Interested in leading a small group? Reach 

Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin at heidi@mpumc.org. 

CONFIRMATION OFFERING Starting in February, a specialized Confirmation 

program will be offered for students in Grades 7-12 with learning challenges who 

cannot complete our traditional Confirmation process. Students will engage with 

the current eighth-grade Confirmation class for dinner and group learning. But they 

will also be able to join in small group experiences. If you have a student who 

might benefit from this setting, reach Meredith Starling at starlinm@bellsouth.net 

or Amy Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com. These small groups will meet 

from 5:45 to 7:45 p.m. Sundays starting February 11. 
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 SERVING OTHERS… 
ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET Give a gift that embodies the meaning of 

Christmas by supporting our Local and World Outreach partners. Shop online 

year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift-market or in person at the 

table in the Parish Life lobby from 8:20 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. today. It’s the last day 

for in-person sales. Have a question? Reach McCay Manwaring at 

mccay.manwaring@gmail.com.  

LET THERE BE HOPE Help build a brighter future for children in our 

community. Learn more about our School Partnership Ministries serving with 

children at Sedgefield Elementary School (Kitty Bauknight 

at  kbauknight@me.com) or Sedgefield Middle School (Lisa Howell at 

lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com), or join the team that makes Freedom School 

happen (Becky Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org).  

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support organizations like our School Partnership Ministries 

with Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield Middle. We were blessed to award 

more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants to our partners in 2016 and hope to do 

the same or more each year. Give to Jubilee Plus! at 

www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church at 

1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

ROOM IN THE INN Each Thursday and Friday night through March 31, we 

open our doors to provide warm meals, beds and fellowship for homeless 

neighbors. There are many opportunities for individuals, families and groups to 

participate, such as driving the van, preparing and serving a meal, and staying 

overnight with guests. To get involved, reach Greg Wells at 704-338-4662 or 

greg@willisengineers.com. 

100K DREAM STORY We are thrilled to hear stories with new neighbors as part 

of The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 

year. Greg Wells shared this story from our first night hosting Room in the Inn: 

“Among our guests was a middle-aged woman who recently became homeless. 

Initially, she was understandably guarded and apprehensive about her 

surroundings. After dinner, she called a friend she had recently met at the Urban 

Ministry Center. The friend asked, 'Where are you?' When she responded ‘Myers 

Park United Methodist Church,’ the friend lit up and said that is a great church and 

asked if Mr. Greg was there. It turned out to be a woman we have hosted many 

times over the years. She was delighted to inform me that she recently got her own 

apartment.” Tell us how you’re serving and the people you’re meeting by filling 

out each week the card in the pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the 

offering plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org. 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift-market
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BRAZIL MISSION Contact team leaders Donna Sheehan at 

Donna.Sheehan@wellsfargo.com or Shannon Bannister at 

bannisters@hhbrown.com to learn more about our team that will serve with our 

neighbors in Brazil July 6-15, 2018.   

MEXICO MISSION CHRISTMAS GIFT Looking for a great gift for your 

college-age family member? Give them the gift of a spot on our Mexico College 

Mission Team headed to McAllen, Texas, to work with Faith Ministries for May 

20-26. Cost is $700. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/mission/mexico-college. 

Questions? Reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org.  

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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