
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

December 10, 2017 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 Gathering Music  

 “Trepak” from The Nutcracker Peter I. Tchaikovsky 

 

 Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary  

 Change Ring Prelude on DIVINIUM MYSTERIUM arr. Fred Gramann 

 



  Advent Chorus (Stanza 2)  

A Candle is Burning  AWAY IN A MANGER 

A candle is burning, a candle of Peace; 

A candle to signal that conflict must cease. 

For Jesus is coming to show us the way; 

A message of Peace humbly laid in the hay. 

 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle from Genesis 1:6,14 

In the beginning, out of the darkness,  

   God spoke light into existence. 

There was night and there was day. 

In the beginning, God made the moon and the sun 

In them we see the passage of time. 

They give us comfort, showing us God is close by. 

Emmanuel, God with us, let there be comfort. 

With this candle, we await the light of the Christ child. 

 
 Opening Hymn No. 196  

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 
Gloria Patri No. 238 (refrain) GLORIA 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
 

Prayer of Confession  

O promised Christ: 

We are a world at war. 

Our peace depends on your coming. 

We are a sinful people. 

Our pardon depends on your coming. 

We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises. 

Our only hope of doing God’s will      

   is that you come and work in us. 

Lord Christ, Word made flesh,  

   our world waits for your peace,  

   for your pardon, and for your grace. 

Even so: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 



Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

Anthem  

Long Time Ago (8:30) Joseph Martin 

A silent night, a baby’s cry, a mother sings a lullaby. 

A star is watching from the sky long time ago. 

 

A manger warm, a bed of straw, a cradle in a cattle stall. 

No golden throne, no royal hall long time ago. 

 

A quiet hush, a midnight clear, the sheep and oxen standing near. 

A father’s prayer, a mother’s tear long time ago. 

 

An angel’s song, a glad refrain, from heaven’s glory Jesus came. 

The Prince of Peace was born to reign long time ago. 

Keep Your Lamps (9:45, 11:00) André Thomas 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. 

Children don’t get weary ‘til your work is done. 

Christian journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation (Stanza 1)  
 Comfort, Comfort Now My People  

 



 Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1-8  

 

 Hymn of Preparation (Stanza 2)  
 Comfort, Comfort Now My People  

 

 Psalter Reading Psalm 85:8-13 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Hymn of Preparation (Stanza 3)  
 Comfort, Comfort Now My People  

 

 Sermon  

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

The First Noel arr. Cathy Moklebust 

 
 Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 
 Gift Blessing  
 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

 
 Closing Hymn No. 202  

People, Look East BESANÇON 

 



 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response   

Unexpected and Mysterious HYFRYDOL 

We are called to ponder mystery and await the coming Christ, 

   to embody God’s compassion for each fragile human life. 

God is with us in our longing, to bring healing to the earth, 

   while we watch with joy and wonder 

   for the promised Savior’s birth. 

 
 Closing Voluntary  
  

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 
Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 



LITURGISTS 
Rev. Nathan Arledge, Minister of Missions 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 
 

LAY READERS 
Jack Hankins (8:30), Scott Willis (9:45), Chris Olzinski (11:00) 



MUSICIANS 
James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 
Myers Park Bells 

Small Ensemble and Youth Choir (8:30) 
Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 

 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTERS 
Sarah Clark, Richard Malnati and John Clarkson (8:30) 

Cannon, Beth, Alex and Meredith Cory (9:45) 
Kenan, Liz and Wells Gay (11:00) 



 

GIFT BLESSING 

Charles Maynard, Will Poovey (8:30) 

Ben Ricketts and Harper Foose (9:45) 

Landon Schaaf, Sadee Gray Mitchell (11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 
Jack Griffith (8:30), David Cowan (9:45), Javin Smit (11:00) 

 
ACOLYTES 

Micah Wilson and Dean Lowery (8:30) 
Andrew Cowan and Nathan Sherman (9:45) 

Mali Smit and Joanie Gaskins (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 
Colin Murdock (8:30), Miller Sherman (9:45), Anna Wall (11:00) 

________________________________________________________________ 




TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us on this second 

Sunday in Advent. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary 

narthex. Our next Discover Myers Park class to learn about our church is at 10:45 

a.m. Sunday, January 14, in the Parish Life Building lobby. 

OUR ADVENT THEME Have you noticed our Advent theme, Let There Be…? 

Each week in worship, on social media, through prayer, study and mission, we will 

explore what it means to acknowledge and await darkness, comfort, hope, life and 

light as followers of Christ. On this second Sunday in Advent, together we say, 

“Let there be comfort.” 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

 



LET THERE BE COMFORT Two ways we provide comfort to neighbors are 

our baking and sewing ministries.Want to join a team of people who love to sew? 

Reach Susan Scott at sgsphotography@gmail.com. Would you like to be part of 

our baking team? Reach Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org 

KNEELING AT THE MANGER TODAY The wonderful Kneeling At The 

Manger gathering is at 4:00 p.m. this afternoon in Jubilee Hall. Children, come 

dressed as your favorite Nativity character for this joyful gathering. 

POP-UP ADVENT PRAYER ROOM Through December 31 in Room 123 

across from the front desk in the Parish Life lobby, make time to stop by the Pop-

Up Advent Prayer Room. There you will find creative ways to help you encounter 

God in this busy time of year. Come and pray with images, with art, and with 

words and light. The family-friendly space is open weekdays and Sundays 

whenever the church is open. 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET Give a gift that embodies the meaning of 

Christmas. The Alternative Gift Market supports missions in which our members 

are involved, including partners like Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield Middle 

schools. Shop online year-round at www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift-

market or in person at the table in the Parish Life lobby from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. today and Sunday, December 17. Have a question? Want to help with in-

person sales? Reach McCay Manwaring at mccay.manwaring@gmail.com.  

ROOM IN THE INN Each Thursday and Friday night through March 31, we 

open our doors to provide warm meals, beds and fellowship for homeless 

neighbors. In all, we will host more than 400 neighbors. There are many 

opportunities for individuals, families and groups to participate, such as driving the 

van, preparing and serving a meal, and staying overnight with guests. To get 

involved, reach Greg Wells at 704-338-4662 or greg@willisengineers.com. 

 

EMBRACE GIVING 

We encourage you to Embrace Giving and the opportunity to financially support 

the work of the church in 2018. Please fill out and return your Estimate of Giving 

card, inviting you make a commitment to support the church operating budget as 

well as our Jubilee Plus! fund devoted to outreach. You can also make a 

commitment, or a gift, at www.myersparkumc.org/pledge. As we express our 

generosity to the work of the church, please also meet your commitment to our 

2017 budget and give as you are able.  

 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS! Our gift shop in the Parish Life lobby, where sales 

support outreach, will be open Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. December 

16 and 23. This season the shop is inviting men to do some Christmas shopping at 

Goodness Gracious!, where volunteers are eager to help. 

mailto:sgsphotography@gmail.com
mailto:mjones@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift-market
http://www.myersparkumc.org/alternative-gift-market
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RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space, especially in this busy Advent season.  

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
 

ADVENT ACTIVITIES 

LESSONS AND CAROLS Our magnificent Lessons And Carols services will be 

at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. Sunday, December 17, in the Sanctuary. 

CHRISTMAS IN WORD AND SONG Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. 

Sunday, December 17, in Jubilee Hall will feature Christmas In Word And Song. 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST Join us for the beautiful Moravian Love Feast at 

6:00 p.m. Sunday, December 17, in the Sanctuary, led by youth and offering buns, 

spiced tea, beeswax candles and music. 

CHRISTMAS EVE We will hold eight services on Sunday, December 24 – 8:45 

a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall; 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary; 

1:30 p.m. Jazz service in Jubilee Hall; 3:30 and 6:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight 

services in the Sanctuary; 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion in 

the Sanctuary. Care for infants and toddlers is available at the three morning 

services in Rooms 154 and 156 in the Snyder Building. Goodness Gracious! is 

open from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. The Christmas Eve offering goes to our partnership 

with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools and the ZOE ministry in Kenya.  

 

NO H.O.T. WEDNESDAY. Our H.O.T. Wednesday gathering is off for the 

holidays. See you back in Jubilee Hall for a meal and fellowship on January 10. 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
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GROWING IN FAITH… 
SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES Many new small group opportunities will 

be available starting in early January. These include Worshipful, Foundation, 

studies on the books of Job and Matthew, and an Introduction To Christian 

Spirituality. Information and online registration is open now by logging onto 

MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org and clicking Available Small Groups. 

NEW MINISTRY FOR FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADERS Forward is 

coming January 7, a ministry for children in Grades 4-5, meeting the first Sunday 

of each month from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Rooms 239 and 240 in the Snyder 

Building for faith, fellowship and fun. Interested in leading a small group? Reach 

Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin at heidi@mpumc.org. 

EXPLORE THE DANIEL PLAN Parish Nurse Susan Mobley and health coach 

Shelley Butler will lead a six-week course on The Daniel Plan, a health and 

wellness plan based on faith, food, fitness, focus and friends. The course, which 

will use the book, The Daniel Plan: 40 Days to a Healthier Life, will run Tuesdays 

from January 9 to February 13 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Room 110 of the 

Parish Life Building. Deadline to register is December 11. Reach Parish Nurse 

Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

CONFIRMATION OFFERING Starting in February, a specialized Confirmation 

program will be offered for students in Grades 7-12 with learning challenges who 

cannot complete our traditional Confirmation process. Students will engage with 

the current eighth-grade Confirmation class for dinner and group learning. But they 

will also be able to join in small group experiences. If you have a student who 

might benefit from this setting, reach Meredith Starling at starlinm@bellsouth.net 

or Amy Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com. These small groups will meet 

from 5:45 to 7:45 p.m. Sundays starting February 11. 

 

 SERVING OTHERS… 
BRAZIL MISSION Contact team leaders Donna Sheehan at 

Donna.Sheehan@wellsfargo.com or Shannon Bannister at 

bannisters@hhbrown.com to join the team that will serve with our neighbors in 

Brazil July 6-15, 2018.   

100K DREAM STORY We are thrilled to hear stories with new neighbors as part 

of The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 

year. Carol Hardison of Crisis Assistance Ministry passed the gratitude back to 

our baking team who gifted her staff with cookies to thank them for their 

partnership: “Now THAT is just COOL!!! Such a neat morale booster for the team. 

A big shout out to MPUMC! Thank you." Tell us how you’re serving and the 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/
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people you’re meeting by filling out each week the card in the pew rack or Jubilee 

Hall and dropping it in the offering plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org. 

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support organizations like Baby Bundles, which provides 

newborn essentials to families in financial need in the Charlotte area. We were 

blessed to award more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants to our partners in 

2016 and hope to do the same or more each year. Give to Jubilee Plus! at 

www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church at 

1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

MEXICO MISSION CHRISTMAS GIFT Looking for a great gift for your 

college-age family member? Give them the gift of a spot on our Mexico College 

Mission Team headed to McAllen, Texas, to work with Faith Ministries after 

college lets out in May. To learn more, reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at 

nathan@mpumc.org. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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