
Season Of  Stewardship:
‘EVERYTHING WE HAVE IS THE LORD’S,
AND WE SHOULD GIVE BACK TO HIM

WITH A CHEERFUL HEART’

We contribute to the life of  the church 
because we feel called to be involved 

in a body of  believers, and, as with giving, 
we feel that it glorifies and honors the Lord. 
We give financially to the church because 
we feel called to give. It serves as a reminder 
to us that everything we have is the Lord’s. 
It is our way of  showing gratitude.

We help lead the Agape Sunday School 
class. Our kids, Pete and Brooks, are 
involved in Children’s Ministries, and 
I’ve helped with Vacation Bible School 

in the past. I’m involved in the New 
Moms Ministry, and our three-year-old 
attends The Children’s Circle preschool 
at church.

Our philosophy about financial giving 
is that everything we have is the Lord’s, 
and we should give back to him with a 
cheerful heart.

Turn inside and to www.
myersparkumc.org for the 
Advent calendar of  activities. 
Note the Christmas Eve 
schedule: 8:45 a.m. Church 
In The Round service 
in Jubilee Hall; 9:45 and 
11:00 a.m. services in the 
Sanctuary; 1:30 p.m. Jazz 
Service in Jubilee Hall; 3:30 
p.m. Carols & Candlelight 
service with a Nativity 
tableau in the Sanctuary;  
6:00 p.m. Carols & 
Candlelight service 
with a Nativity tableau 
in the Sanctuary; 8:00 
p.m. Candlelight & Holy 
Communion service in 
the Sanctuary; and 11:00 
p.m. Candlelight & Holy 
Communion service in the 
Sanctuary.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

In this season of  stewardship, as we 
invite you to Embrace Giving, the stories 

we share are yours. In print and online 
– starting with this essay from Peter and 
Lindsay Stewart – we celebrate the gifts of  
your money, time and prayer to God and 
His Church, and the inspiration behind 
it. Look in the mail for your Estimate 
Of  Giving card inviting you to support 
the church operating budget and Jubilee 
Plus! outreach fund for 2018. Our Jubilee 
Plus! goal is $1 million. You can return 
your card in the mail, put it in the Sunday 
offering or drop it off  at the front desk 
in the Parish Life lobby. You can also 
make a commitment, and a gift, at www.
myersparkumc.org/give. We encourage you 
to make your commitment by December 
1. For more information, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 
or saribeth@mpumc.org. Why give with a 
cheerful heart? The Stewarts have answered 
that question for themselves…

• Again this year, the congregation is collecting 
Thanksgiving food items, plus a $25 donation (gift card 
or check), for neighbors at Loaves & Fishes, Sedgefield 
Elementary and Sedgefield Middle Schools. Look for 
tagged bags with instructions throughout the building, 
and drop off  items in the marked bin in the Parish Life 
Building Lobby through Sunday, November 12.

• The 12th annual Women’s Retreat is February 9-11 at 
Caraway Conference Center & Camp. Reverend Alisa 
Lasater-Wailo, a former Associate Pastor here and 
now Senior Minister of  Capitol Hill United Methodist 
Church in Washington, D.C., will present Sisters – 
Studying, Serving, Shaking Things Up. Register at  www.
myersparkumc.org – log onto MyMPUMC at the top of  
the home page and go to Available Registrations for all 
you need to know about this popular gathering.

• Middle and high school youth are invited to join Pass The 
Peace dinner conversations, part of  the congregation’s 
continuing efforts to deepen dialogue around issues 
of  race and justice. Starting this month, four to six 
meals at area restaurants will bring together youth and 
adults from our church with peers from the African-
American congregation, St. Mark’s United Methodist, and 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg police officers. Youth interested 
in learning more about the dinners can talk to Emma 
Malak and Maddie Brenner, who have been part of  this 
initiative. Interested in the church’s racial reconciliation 
efforts? Reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com or 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/race.

• Share your stories of  building new relationships as 
part of  The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 
100,000 hours in the community in 2017 by e-mailing 
100kdream@mpumc.org.

THANKSGIVING TABLE TITHE, WOMEN’S RETREAT

The Administrative Board at its recent dinner meeting:

• Approved a 2018 church operating budget of  $5.6 
million, up slightly from the 2017 budget of  $5.4 million. 
Echoing what he wrote in the last issue of the Cornerstone, 
Finance Committee Chair Dennis Soter encouraged the 
board and entire congregation to meet its 2017 financial 
commitment now through the end of  the year, including 
to the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund.

• Welcomed incoming committee chairs while applauding 
the good work of  outgoing chairs: Will Barr succeeds 
Mark Kinghorn as Administrative Board chair. Richard 
Wood succeeds Dennis Soter as Finance Committee 
chair. Beverley Shull takes over from Tina Weinberg as 
Trustees chair. Dr. Howell praised the outgoing chairs for 
their devotion and hard work on behalf  of  the church.

• Agreed to make a $10,000 contribution to Uniting 
Methodists, a group devoted to keeping the denomination 
together during these often divisive times. Dr. Howell, 
who is involved in the movement, reviewed the focus 
of  the work, articulated in its mission statement: “The 
Uniting Methodists movement bears witness to the 
holistic way of  Jesus, offers a voice that clarifies and 
unifies our church, urges holiness as the rule for our 
relationships, calls for cooperation with Christ-like love 
and honest, humble conversation, and desires spiritual 
and structural unity in the church.” To learn more, visit 
www.unitingmethodists.com.

• The next Administrative Board dinner meeting is 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, January 25. Church members are always 
welcome.

ADMIN BOARD OKS 2018 BUDGET
Peter and Lindsay Stewart and their children, Pete and Brooks. Photo by Melissa McGill.

“…for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Robert Malcolm Stuckey, brother of  Carol Kahn and Jane Raynor, 
who died on October 26, 2017. Paul S. Gaston, father of  Joyce 
Gray, who died on October 27, 2017. Ronald “Ron” Bailey 
McLuen, brother of  Connie Stallings and uncle of  Megan 
Stallings, who died on October 29, 2017.

Babies 
Barrett Carthin Wright, son of  Courtney and Lee Wright and 
brother of  Holston Wright, born on September 21, 2017. 
Charles Ritchey Shell, son of  Eleanor and Blake Shell and 
grandson of  Linda and John Shell, born on October 8, 2017. 
Malcolm “Helms” Faulkenberry, son of  Lauren and Hayes 
Faulkenberry, grandson of  Bill and Melinda Wilson, nephew 

of  Greg and Holly Wilson and Scott and Ellen Wilson and 
cousin of  Zach, Miller and Rowe Wilson, born on October 
18, 2017. Charlotte Grace Vander Leeuw, daughter of  Liz and 
Jack Vander Leeuw and sister of  Ellie Vander Leeuw, born 
on October 24, 2017. Henry Nicholson Smith, son of  Erin and 
Adam Smith, brother of  Caroline Smith and grandson of  
Howard and Pam Nicholson, born on October 26, 2017.

Weddings 
Caroline Ashley Rorie and Michael Reilly Mahon, married on 
October 14, 2017, at the church. Taylor Smith Riley and John 
Bernard Young, married on October 28, 2017, at the church. 
Virginia Simms Wright and Jerome Frederich “Stretch” Hart, married 
on November 4, 2017, at the church. Patricia R. Dozier and 
George Franklin Jenkins, married on November 4, 2017, at the 
church.

NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 27
Youth are taking orders for N.C. Fraser Fir Christmas trees, wreaths 
and garlands through November 27. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/
christmastree. Pick-up is in the Hopedale lot November 30 (5:00 to 
8:00 p.m.), December 1 (3:00 to 8:00 p.m.) and December 2 (9:00 
a.m. to noon). If  you live within three miles, you can pay for delivery. 
Proceeds benefit youth missions. You can also buy a tree to donate 
to Refugee Support Services.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Fill a stocking for the Salvation Army Christmas Bureau. Pick up 
a stocking outside the Children’s Ministries office, shop for items 
with your family and return the filled stocking by December 1 to the 
Children’s Ministries office.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13
6:30 p.m. Service Of  Hope And Consolation in Francis Chapel for 
those struggling with a loss during the holidays. Find comfort in the 
candles, prayers and fellowship.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Parish Life Building. UMAR Holiday Arts 
Sale to benefit the agency that serves the intellectually and develop-
mentally disabled. Arts, crafts, jewelry, scarves and more are for sale.

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23-24
Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Four-week Advent eCourse begins, exploring Pamela Hawkins’ 
book, Prepare the Way, offering prayer practices to provide a personal 
retreat experience. The $19 cost includes book content and guided 
practices for each day of  Advent. Details: Dr. Melanie Dobson at 
704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org,

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
7:00 p.m., Francis Chapel. Dr. Howell leads a program on Mary and 
other Bible characters in the story of  the birth of  Jesus. Repeated at 
11:00 a.m. Wednesday, November 29, in Francis Chapel.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
5:30 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Family Advent Night with dinner and the 
chance to make three crafts: Advent wreath (one per family, please 
bring greenery), ornament (one per child) and countdown paper 
chain (one per child). Cost is $10 per adult, $7 per child up to age 
12, maximum of  $35 per family (see online registration for details). 
Register through November 17 at www.myersparkumc.org/children. 
For child care for ages two and under, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Family Fun Night in the Christmas tree lot with 
Hubee D’s food truck, music, crafts table and tree lot photo oppor-
tunities as you pick up your tree, garland and wreath.  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! gift shop, where sales 
support outreach, open for holiday shopping. The shop is making 
a special effort to welcome men this season, offering the shopping-
adverse all the help they need.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
1:30 p.m. Kindermourn’s annual Holiday Memorial Service in the 
Sanctuary for those who have lost a child or other loved one. A nurs-
ery is provided. Details: www.kindermourn.org.

4:00 and 6:00 p.m. Music Ministries’ Christmas concerts at First 
United Methodist Church, 501 N. Tryon St. Free. No tickets needed. 
Free parking next to the church. A shuttle bus will run between the 
Parish Life lot and First United Methodist from 2:30 to 8:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 14, 21
9:15 to 10:30 a.m., Room 031 in Snyder Building. Restorative yoga 
with Dr. Melanie Dobson, with candlelight and Advent themes. 
Details: 704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Kneeling at the Manger. Children, come 
dressed as your favorite Nativity character.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
6:00 p.m. Moravian Love Feast in the Sanctuary, hosted by Youth 
Ministries with buns, spiced tea, beeswax candles and music.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Goodness Gracious! open.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service in Jubilee Hall.
9:45 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
1:30 p.m. Jazz service in Jubilee Hall.
3:30 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.
6:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service in Sanctuary.
8:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in Sanctuary.
11:00 p.m. Candlelight & Holy Communion service in Sanctuary.
Nursery and worship care available at three morning services.
Goodness Gracious! open 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

MONDAY, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25-26
Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
8:45. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.
9:45 Service in Sanctuary.
11:00 a.m. Service in Sanctuary.
No nursery or worship care.

MONDAY, JANUARY 1
Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
1:30 p.m., Rooms 103-108 in Parish Life Building. Epiphany Party 
for Grades K-2. Bring baby items for Baby Bundles.

THIS AND THAT
• The Christmas Eve offering will go to our partnership with 

Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, and ZOE Ministries 
to children in Kenya.

• Children’s Ministries’ Advent and Christmas devotional is avail-
able starting November 29 around the church. One per family.

• On Christmas Eve and every Sunday, the shuttle bus runs from 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park Tra-
ditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn Avenue.

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY

Church member Lucy Person, 16, daughter of  Joe and Beth Person, 
participated in the Out of  the Darkness Walk in Charlotte to raise 
awareness about suicide, and the need to help those struggling with 
mental illness. This is especially important for youth: Suicide is the second 
leading cause of  death for ages five to 24. Youth leaders from our church 
who attended planning meetings and built a Memory Wall for the walk 
included Lucy, Emma Carter and Porter Kennedy. Here, Lucy, a junior 
at Myers Park High School, reflects on the experience.

I feel so fortunate to be the happy and motivated person I am 
today. But that’s not the case for many of  my peers. Mental 
health needs to be recognized and cared for, especially as it 
involves high schoolers. There is such a stigma around mental 
health and not being “fine” all the time. It’s like a facade we 
have to put up to be accepted.

Last April, I lost a friend to suicide. Learning about his death 
was devastating. I wanted to talk to him, but it was too late. 
Hearing about the Out of  the Darkness Walk made me feel like 
I could do something to stop this awful epidemic. People, 
young or old, deserve to be happy. Anything in the way of  that 
should be acknowledged and dealt with.

The walk itself  on October 28 was full of  hope and joy. People 
from across the Charlotte area bonded in Romare Bearden 
Park uptown over something that isn’t easy to talk about. 
The walk made it easier to talk about suicide – how we can 
remember those we’ve lost as well as acknowledge our own 

struggles. We shared many special moments, especially around 
our Memory Wall, where people posted photos and words 
about loved ones they’ve lost.

The walk has changed my life. I want to speak out for those 
who find themselves in dark places, and help them find their 
purpose and happiness in life. I’m excited to share this message 
at school and church, and to end the stigma.

Out Of  The Darkness:
SHE’S ON A MISSION 

AGAINST SUICIDE

Lucy Person (fourth from right) and others who participated 
in the Out of  the Darkness Walk.

For more on Advent,  
visit www.myersparkumc.org 

or call 704-295-4819.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
• The Charlotte Symphony’s Chamber Singers will present a 

celebration of  organ featuring works by Bach, Brahms and 
others at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Our own Nicolas Haigh 
will perform. Tickets are $15. To buy tickets and learn more, 
visit www.charlottesymphony.org. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
• Gather at 9:45 a.m. in Francis Chapel to learn about the 

mission trip to Costa Rica March 31 to April 7, 2018. 
Details: Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@
mpumc.org. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
• All who care for a loved one are invited to share their 

experiences at the next meeting of  the Caregivers Support 
Group at 11:30 a.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-
4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27
• The church will send a team to work on hurricane relief  

with the Methodist Church of  Puerto Rico through 
December 2. Interested? Reach Ben and Kay Sharpton at 
ben@sharptons.com or Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@
mpumc.org. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
• Help with flood relief  in eastern North Carolina through 

December 8. Housing is provided. To sign up or learn more, 
reach Thom Sumner at thomsum@bellsouth.net. 

JANUARY 30, 2018
• Interested in traveling to Maua, Kenya, to meet children in 

the ZOE program? Mission trips are January 30 to February 
9, and February 20 to March 2. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/ZOE or reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 
nathan@mpumc.org. 

MAY 31, 2018
• A small group from our church is invited to join a group 

from Shalem Institute on a Contemplative Pilgrimage to 
Iona, Scotland, through June 10, 2018. Register by January 
1. To learn more, reach Dr. Melanie Dobson at melanie@
mpumc.org. 

ALL THE TIME…
• We awarded more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants to 

partners in 2016 and hope to do more each year. Give to 
Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write 
a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and 
put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church.

• Join in Centering Prayer Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
in Room 024 in the Snyder Building and Wednesdays from 
11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel.

• A committee has been formed to educate the congregation 
about the importance of  planned giving for Myers Park 
United Methodist. A planned gift in any form, whether 
through a will, estate or other form, goes to the church’s 
Wesley Foundation, which focuses on preserving the 
beauty of  the campus and buildings while supporting 
outreach. Watch a video celebrating planned giving at www.
myersparkuymc.org/give. To learn more, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org.

• Our Sunday shuttle bus services runs from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. between the church and Myers Park Traditional School 
at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue. Take the shuttle and avoid having 
to find a parking space.



Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa McGill is writing 
about the Confirmation journey this year in the Cornerstone. She is 
also serving as a Confirmation mentor. The 86 Confirmands, who 
are in the eighth grade, will be confirmed on Sunday, May 20, 2018.

In early October, 87 confirmands and mentors set out for 
a weekend of  learning about God and getting to know 

each other better at Asbury Hills Camp and Retreat Center 
in the mountains north of  Greenville, S.C. Lessons from 
Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines, small group 
discussions, morning devotions and fun free-time activities 
such as canoeing, hiking and a bonfire enriched the 
memorable weekend. New friendships deepened. Hearts 
opened to God, and each other. 

The Confirmation Journey:
Our Hearts Opened To God, 

And Each Other 

A SPECIAL CONFIRMATION OFFERING
Starting in February, a specialized Confirmation 

program will be offered for students in Grades 7-12 with 
learning challenges who cannot complete our traditional 

Confirmation process. Students will engage with the current 
eight-grade Confirmation class for dinner and group 

learning. But they will also be able to join in small group 
experiences with their peers. If  you have a student who 

might benefit from this setting to complete Confirmation, 
reach Meredith Starling at starlinm@bellsouth.net or Amy 

Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com. These small 
groups will meet from 5:45 to 7:45 p.m. on Sunday starting 
February 11. The Confirmation service is Sunday, May 20, 

at worship.

Learning, sharing and exploring at Asbury Hills. Photos by Amy 
Glosson, Melissa McGill and 8th Grader Katie Vande Weghe.
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able starting November 29 around the church. One per family.

• On Christmas Eve and every Sunday, the shuttle bus runs from 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park Tra-
ditional School at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn Avenue.

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY

Church member Lucy Person, 16, daughter of  Joe and Beth Person, 
participated in the Out of  the Darkness Walk in Charlotte to raise 
awareness about suicide, and the need to help those struggling with 
mental illness. This is especially important for youth: Suicide is the second 
leading cause of  death for ages five to 24. Youth leaders from our church 
who attended planning meetings and built a Memory Wall for the walk 
included Lucy, Emma Carter and Porter Kennedy. Here, Lucy, a junior 
at Myers Park High School, reflects on the experience.

I feel so fortunate to be the happy and motivated person I am 
today. But that’s not the case for many of  my peers. Mental 
health needs to be recognized and cared for, especially as it 
involves high schoolers. There is such a stigma around mental 
health and not being “fine” all the time. It’s like a facade we 
have to put up to be accepted.

Last April, I lost a friend to suicide. Learning about his death 
was devastating. I wanted to talk to him, but it was too late. 
Hearing about the Out of  the Darkness Walk made me feel like 
I could do something to stop this awful epidemic. People, 
young or old, deserve to be happy. Anything in the way of  that 
should be acknowledged and dealt with.

The walk itself  on October 28 was full of  hope and joy. People 
from across the Charlotte area bonded in Romare Bearden 
Park uptown over something that isn’t easy to talk about. 
The walk made it easier to talk about suicide – how we can 
remember those we’ve lost as well as acknowledge our own 

struggles. We shared many special moments, especially around 
our Memory Wall, where people posted photos and words 
about loved ones they’ve lost.

The walk has changed my life. I want to speak out for those 
who find themselves in dark places, and help them find their 
purpose and happiness in life. I’m excited to share this message 
at school and church, and to end the stigma.

Out Of  The Darkness:
SHE’S ON A MISSION 

AGAINST SUICIDE

Lucy Person (fourth from right) and others who participated 
in the Out of  the Darkness Walk.

For more on Advent,  
visit www.myersparkumc.org 

or call 704-295-4819.



Season Of  Stewardship:
‘EVERYTHING WE HAVE IS THE LORD’S,
AND WE SHOULD GIVE BACK TO HIM

WITH A CHEERFUL HEART’

We contribute to the life of  the church 
because we feel called to be involved 

in a body of  believers, and, as with giving, 
we feel that it glorifies and honors the Lord. 
We give financially to the church because 
we feel called to give. It serves as a reminder 
to us that everything we have is the Lord’s. 
It is our way of  showing gratitude.

We help lead the Agape Sunday School 
class. Our kids, Pete and Brooks, are 
involved in Children’s Ministries, and 
I’ve helped with Vacation Bible School 

in the past. I’m involved in the New 
Moms Ministry, and our three-year-old 
attends The Children’s Circle preschool 
at church.

Our philosophy about financial giving 
is that everything we have is the Lord’s, 
and we should give back to him with a 
cheerful heart.

Turn inside and to www.
myersparkumc.org for the 
Advent calendar of  activities. 
Note the Christmas Eve 
schedule: 8:45 a.m. Church 
In The Round service 
in Jubilee Hall; 9:45 and 
11:00 a.m. services in the 
Sanctuary; 1:30 p.m. Jazz 
Service in Jubilee Hall; 3:30 
p.m. Carols & Candlelight 
service with a Nativity 
tableau in the Sanctuary;  
6:00 p.m. Carols & 
Candlelight service 
with a Nativity tableau 
in the Sanctuary; 8:00 
p.m. Candlelight & Holy 
Communion service in 
the Sanctuary; and 11:00 
p.m. Candlelight & Holy 
Communion service in the 
Sanctuary.

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 48, No. 22 
November 8, 2017 

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

In this season of  stewardship, as we 
invite you to Embrace Giving, the stories 

we share are yours. In print and online 
– starting with this essay from Peter and 
Lindsay Stewart – we celebrate the gifts of  
your money, time and prayer to God and 
His Church, and the inspiration behind 
it. Look in the mail for your Estimate 
Of  Giving card inviting you to support 
the church operating budget and Jubilee 
Plus! outreach fund for 2018. Our Jubilee 
Plus! goal is $1 million. You can return 
your card in the mail, put it in the Sunday 
offering or drop it off  at the front desk 
in the Parish Life lobby. You can also 
make a commitment, and a gift, at www.
myersparkumc.org/give. We encourage you 
to make your commitment by December 
1. For more information, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 
or saribeth@mpumc.org. Why give with a 
cheerful heart? The Stewarts have answered 
that question for themselves…

• Again this year, the congregation is collecting 
Thanksgiving food items, plus a $25 donation (gift card 
or check), for neighbors at Loaves & Fishes, Sedgefield 
Elementary and Sedgefield Middle Schools. Look for 
tagged bags with instructions throughout the building, 
and drop off  items in the marked bin in the Parish Life 
Building Lobby through Sunday, November 12.

• The 12th annual Women’s Retreat is February 9-11 at 
Caraway Conference Center & Camp. Reverend Alisa 
Lasater-Wailo, a former Associate Pastor here and 
now Senior Minister of  Capitol Hill United Methodist 
Church in Washington, D.C., will present Sisters – 
Studying, Serving, Shaking Things Up. Register at  www.
myersparkumc.org – log onto MyMPUMC at the top of  
the home page and go to Available Registrations for all 
you need to know about this popular gathering.

• Middle and high school youth are invited to join Pass The 
Peace dinner conversations, part of  the congregation’s 
continuing efforts to deepen dialogue around issues 
of  race and justice. Starting this month, four to six 
meals at area restaurants will bring together youth and 
adults from our church with peers from the African-
American congregation, St. Mark’s United Methodist, and 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg police officers. Youth interested 
in learning more about the dinners can talk to Emma 
Malak and Maddie Brenner, who have been part of  this 
initiative. Interested in the church’s racial reconciliation 
efforts? Reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com or 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/race.

• Share your stories of  building new relationships as 
part of  The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 
100,000 hours in the community in 2017 by e-mailing 
100kdream@mpumc.org.

THANKSGIVING TABLE TITHE, WOMEN’S RETREAT

The Administrative Board at its recent dinner meeting:

• Approved a 2018 church operating budget of  $5.6 
million, up slightly from the 2017 budget of  $5.4 million. 
Echoing what he wrote in the last issue of the Cornerstone, 
Finance Committee Chair Dennis Soter encouraged the 
board and entire congregation to meet its 2017 financial 
commitment now through the end of  the year, including 
to the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund.

• Welcomed incoming committee chairs while applauding 
the good work of  outgoing chairs: Will Barr succeeds 
Mark Kinghorn as Administrative Board chair. Richard 
Wood succeeds Dennis Soter as Finance Committee 
chair. Beverley Shull takes over from Tina Weinberg as 
Trustees chair. Dr. Howell praised the outgoing chairs for 
their devotion and hard work on behalf  of  the church.

• Agreed to make a $10,000 contribution to Uniting 
Methodists, a group devoted to keeping the denomination 
together during these often divisive times. Dr. Howell, 
who is involved in the movement, reviewed the focus 
of  the work, articulated in its mission statement: “The 
Uniting Methodists movement bears witness to the 
holistic way of  Jesus, offers a voice that clarifies and 
unifies our church, urges holiness as the rule for our 
relationships, calls for cooperation with Christ-like love 
and honest, humble conversation, and desires spiritual 
and structural unity in the church.” To learn more, visit 
www.unitingmethodists.com.

• The next Administrative Board dinner meeting is 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, January 25. Church members are always 
welcome.

ADMIN BOARD OKS 2018 BUDGET
Peter and Lindsay Stewart and their children, Pete and Brooks. Photo by Melissa McGill.

“…for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7




