
THE SEASON OF 
STEWARDSHIP

Through The Third Quarter:
WHERE DO WE STAND 

FINANCIALLY?
Dennis Soter, chair of  our church Finance 
Committee, offers this update through the third 
quarter of  2017. For more on any aspect of  
the fi nancial life of  our church, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

Many of  you received the e-mail from our 
Senior Pastor in which he reported that 
we face the largest third-quarter defi cit in 
our history. For the nine months ending 
September 30, we have an operating defi cit 
of  $806,474, which is $230,414 greater 
than the same period in 2016. Most of  this 
increased defi cit is the result of  a shortfall in 
contributions. Total revenues of  $3,173,713 
through the third quarter are $197,787, or 
5.9 percent, behind the same period last year. 
Total expenses of  $3,980,187 are $32,626 
higher than in 2016.

Contributions to our wonderful Jubilee Plus! 
fund to support outreach totaled $492,149 
through the third quarter, which includes a 
carry-over of  $154,010 from 2016. Please 
consider supporting our outreach efforts as 
we work to meet our 2017 goal of  $1 million 
for Jubilee Plus!

We all appreciate that contributions pick up 
during the Christmas season. Please help us 
erase this operating defi cit and give as you 
are able, now and through year’s end. Please 
keep in mind, and in your heart, the words 
of  Dr. Howell: “We do not have a few rich 
folks who foot the bills. It’s up to each one 
of  us, all of  us together.”

Women of  the church, 
please take note: Starting 
November 1, you can sign 
up for the 12th annual 
Women’s Retreat February 
9-11 at Caraway Conference 
Center & Camp near 
Asheboro. Reverend Alisa 
Lasater Wailoo, a former 
associate pastor of  ours 
who now leads Capitol Hill 
United Methodist Church 
in Washington, D.C. will 
present Sisters – Studying, 
Serving, Shaking Things Up. 
Visit MyMPUMC at the top 
of  www.myersparkumc.
org and view Available 
Registrations to sign up 
for this joyful gathering 
always so rich in learning, 
fellowship and fun.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

The season of  stewardship is upon us, as 
the family of  Myers Park United Methodist 
Church is asked to Embrace Giving. That’s the 
theme of  the annual campaign to support 
our operating budget and Jubilee Plus! 
outreach fund for 2018, inspired by these 
familiar words from the Bible: …for God loves 
a cheerful giver.

In the mail you will be receiving a colorful 
postcard unveiling the campaign, followed by 
a packet that includes an Estimate Of  Giving 
card and stories of  our church members 
in ministry. Throughout this season, we 
will also celebrate our Jubilee Plus! fund that 
supports outreach around the corner and 
around the world. Your commitment is 
welcome for both the operating budget and 
Jubilee Plus! Please fi ll out the card with your 
estimate of  giving for 2018 and mail it back 
in the envelope, put it in the offering plate 
or drop it off  at the front desk in the Parish 
Life Building lobby. You can also make an 
estimate of  giving at www.myersparkumc.
org/give. We encourage you to do so by 
December 1.

Continued Inside...

• Middle and high school youth are invited to join Pass 
The Peace dinner conversations this autumn, part of  the 
congregation’s continuing efforts to deepen dialogue 
around issues of  race and justice. Starting in November, 
four to six meals at area restaurants will bring together 
youth and adults from our church with peers from 
the African-American congregation, St. Mark’s United 
Methodist, and Charlotte-Mecklenburg police offi cers. 
Youth interested in learning more about the dinners can 
talk to Emma Malak and Maddie Brenner, two church 
youth who have been a part of  this new initiative. All 
who are interested in the church’s racial reconciliation 
efforts can reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com 
or visit www.myersparkumc.org/race. Dr. Otto Harris of  
St. Mark’s articulates the goal of  Pass The Peace: “To form 

friendships between young people, the faith community 
and law enforcement professionals who are otherwise 
unlikely to know one another, and to reach a core value 
where each person at the table can say about all others, 
‘You matter to me.’”

• Leaders of  our Scouting ministry will soon be meeting 
to discuss the national Boy Scouts’ recent announcement 
that Cub Scout and Boy Scout programs will be open to 
girls starting in Fall of  2018 for Cub Scouts and Fall of  
2019 for Boy Scouts . Our Boy Scout Troop 3 is home 
to 30 young men. Cub Scout Pack 3 works with 65 boys. 
Troop and Scout leaders say they’ll discuss the latest 
developments and how it applies to our church ministry. 
Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines is staff  liaison 
to both Scouting programs.

YOUTH INVITED TO PASS THE PEACE

• Make note of  Dr. Howell’s upcoming programs: Martin 
Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in Francis 
Chapel, repeated Tuesday, October 31, at 11:00 a.m. 

in Francis Chapel. October 31 
marks the 500th anniversary of  the 
day this Catholic monk sparked the 
Protestant Reformation by nailing 
his 95 theses to the Wittenberg door. 
Dr. Howell will share what unfolded 
in this theologian’s life, how much 
of  what we take for granted about 
church life commenced with his 
reforms, how Luther can help us 
understand the life of  faith – and 

also some of  his foibles. Mary and 
other Bible characters in the story of  the birth of  

Jesus, Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 p.m. in Francis 
Chapel, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 11:00 
a.m. in Francis Chapel. “I have meant for years,” Dr. 
Howell shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to 
segue people into Advent.”

• Gifts ranging from $100 to $18,000 will help upfi t the 
organ going into Francis Chapel. To learn more about the 
project and how to help, reach Director of  Music Jimmy 
Jones at 704-295-4809 or jimmy@mpumc.org.

• Share your stories of  building new relationships as part 
of  The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 
hours in the community this year. Tell us how you’re 
serving and the people you’re meeting by fi lling out the 
card in the pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the 
offering plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.

DR. HOWELL’S PROGRAMS, 100K DREAM
Bob and Ann Howard.

“…for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7

Dr. James C. Howell



THE SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP...
REACHING OUT TO THE RELATIVES

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Barbara Hawkins McNeill, mother of  Ann Rogers, who died on 
October 5, 2017. Harriette Line Thompson, mother of  Brenny 
Thompson, Darcy Howard, Kathy-Line Kelly, Harriet Moore 
and Sydnor Thompson, grandmother of  Tristan Thompson 
and John Kelly, aunt of  Layne Garner and Stuart Thompson 
and great-aunt of  Ellie and CeCe Garner, who died on 
October 16, 2017. Michael Campbell Soper, brother of  Patience 
Brumley, who died on October 17, 2017. 

Babies 
Daniel James Fleming III, son of  Sydney and Dan Fleming, born 
on August 11, 2017. Davis Hennessy Hutson, son of  Jennifer 

and Michael Hutson, brother of  Jackson Hutson, nephew of  
Doug and Tori LaBrosse and cousin of  Hall, Henry and Teddy 
LaBrosse, born on September 15, 2017. Luke Dalton Charles, 
son of  Caitlin and Kevin Charles, brother of  Hope and Lydia 
Charles and grandson of  Linda and Larry Walter, born on 
October 13, 2017.

Weddings 
Mary Katherine Irving and Benjamin Armstrong Jarrell, married 
on September 30, 2017, in Gastonia. Caroline Ashley Rorie 
and Michael Reilly Mahon, married on October 15, 2017, at 
the church. Sarah Elizabeth Drobka and John Stormont Murphy, 
married on October 21, 2017, at the church.

Thirty-eight people joined with Mark Edwards to study The Revelation 
Of  John at the Adults Plus Spiritual Life Retreat at Lake Junaluska. 
This was Mark’s 10th and fi nal year of  leading the event, alongside his 
piano-playing wife, Doris. Several participants share refl ections:

• Ellen Knott thoroughly enjoys each retreat. This year’s 
theme, The Revelation of  John, was one with which many are 
uncomfortable, fi nding it hard to understand. But just as 
John used imagery and symbolism to help people in his 
day relate to his message, she says Mark Edwards is able to 
impart his knowledge of  the Bible in a way that helps us 
understand our place in God’s story. “Being in the Wesley 
Sunday School class and on these retreats with Mark has 
always pushed me to be a better teacher,” she says.

• Nick and Darlene Beard enjoy the camaraderie with fellow 
Methodists, and the beauty of  Lake Junaluska in the N.C. 
mountains. Nick says he’s looking forward to learning 
more as he studies the book on his own.

• Herb and Molly Hughes have enjoyed three years at Lake 
Junaluska with this group. Getting to know Wesley class 
members and members of  Adults Plus! is a highlight. Like 
others, they appreciate how Mark made the subject more 
palatable. They also felt that being on this year’s retreat 
was enjoyable and informative and yet bittersweet as well, 
this being Mark’s fi nale.

Thanks, Mark And Doris Edwards
A GATHERING FILLED WITH 

LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP

Moms groups that meet on Wednesday and Thursday 
contributed 50 school uniforms and other clothing to The 
Relatives, a Charlotte nonprofi t that helps children and 
youth fi nd shelter and support. They also provided 40 
snack packs to On Ramp, a program of  The Relatives that 
works with ages 16-24. Young adults are focusing their 
serving efforts on The Relatives, serving dinner and sharing 
fellowship with children and youth from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on the fi rst and third Tuesday of  each month. To 
participate in this and other young adult offerings at the 
church, reach Director of  Young Adults Ministries Jessica 
Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

Moms work together to provide school uniforms and more for 
children and youth at The Relatives. Photo by Jessica Stevens.

As we move toward a culture of  giving, you are encouraged to 
support the work of  the church throughout the year, as you 
feel so moved.

Our Embrace Giving campaign will also share the stories (and 
photo portraits) of  church members like Bob and Ann 
Howard. That’s them on the postcard that came in the mail. 
Church members for 42 years, they have taught children’s 
Sunday School, served meals to the homeless, worked on 
Habitat houses, helped out at the fl u clinic, delivered donations 
to fl ood victims in Columbia (S.C.), ushered Sunday morning 
and spent many a joyful weekend at Camp Tekoa. Bob says 
he’s even been a “circuit rider,” asking members for their 
support during the stewardship season.

This season, he’s asking again.

“I have been fully immersed in the church spiritually, 
fi nancially and personally,” Bob says. “We feel blessed by the 
presence of  the church in our lives, and are always aware that 
the programs and offerings of  our church require the fi nancial 
support of  us all.”

Have a question about stewardship or any other aspect of  the fi nancial 
life of  our church? Reach Dr. Howell at james@mpumc.org or Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

Continued From The Front Page....

Mark and Doris Edwards. Melvin and Anita McIntosh. 
Photos by Christine Mull.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26
• All church members are invited to Administrative Board 

meetings, the next one at 6:30 p.m. in Room 108 of  the 
Parish Life Building. After dinner, the annual Charge 
Conference begins at around 7:00 p.m., followed by the 
business session. On the agenda: Approving the 2018 
church budget. Details: Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
• Give blood from 7:30 a.m. to noon in the Youth Building 

Gym. Walk-ins are welcome. Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-
295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• All young adults are invited to a drop-in at the home of  Dr. 
and Mrs. Howell from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. RSVP to Director 
of  Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at jessica@
mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
• Attend a meeting at 3:00 p.m. in Room 105 of  the Parish 

Life Building to learn about the mission trip to Brazil set for 
July 6-15, 2018. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve to learn 
more about opportunities to serve around the world.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
• The Charlotte Symphony’s Chamber Singers will present a 

celebration of  organ featuring works by Bach, Brahms and 
others at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Our own Nicolas Haigh 
will perform. Tickets are $15. To buy tickets and learn more, 
visit www.charlottesymphony.org.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
• Gather at 9:45 a.m. in Francis Chapel to learn about the 

mission trip to Costa Rica March 31 to April 7, 2018. 
Details: Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@
mpumc.org.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13
• The annual Service of  Hope and Consolation for those 

dealing with a loss at the holidays is at 6:30 p.m. in Francis 
Chapel. Come and light a candle, say a prayer and take 
comfort in the fellowship.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
• The church will send a team to work on hurricane relief  

with the Methodist Church of  Puerto Rico through 
December 2. Interested? Reach Ben and Kay Sharpton at 
ben@sharptons.com or Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@
mpumc.org.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
• Help with fl ood relief  in eastern North Carolina through 

December 8. Housing is provided. To sign up or learn more, 
reach Thom Sumner at thomsum@bellsouth.net.

JANUARY 30, 2018
• Interested in traveling to Maua, Kenya, to meet children in 

the ZOE program? Mission trips are January 30 to February 
9, and February 20 to March 2. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/ZOE or reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 
nathan@mpumc.org.

MAY 31, 2018
• A small group from our church is invited to join a group 

from Shalem Institute on a Contemplative Pilgrimage to 
Iona, Scotland, through June 10, 2018. Register by January 
1. To learn more, reach Dr. Melanie Dobson at melanie@
mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME…
• We awarded more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants to 

partners in 2016 and hope to do more each year. Give to 
Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write 
a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and 
put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church.

• Want to sing or play in one of  our ensembles? The church 
offers opportunities for all abilities and commitment levels 
with the Chancel Choir, Women’s Ensemble, Church In 
The Round Band and Leads, Myers Park Strings and several 
handbell choirs. Learn more about rehearsal times and other 
details at www.myersparkumc.org or reach Nancy Hamff  at 
704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.



Church member and Cornerstone writer Laurie Anne Walden shares this 
exciting story about one of  our own.

Some of  us are sports families, spending weekends at our 
children’s various games. On the other hand, David and Marti 

Head and their four daughters – Carlyn, 16; Charli, 13; Clara, 11; 
and Chandler, 8 – are an acting family, with each girl pursuing a 
professional career in acting.

I sat down with Marti, David and Chandler to hear about one of  
Chandler’s most exciting accomplishments – a role in the recent 
movie The Glass Castle – and how acting fi ts into their family life.

The movie is based on the award-winning 
memoir by Jeannette Walls, chronicling Walls’ 
childhood in an impoverished family with 
an alcoholic father. In the movie, Chandler, 
who’s in the second grade, plays the youngest 
version of  the author.

Chandler, who was six when the movie was 
fi lmed, wasn’t exposed to everything that hap-
pened to the older versions of  her character. 
Chandler saw Walls’ situation through the 

eyes of  a child, according to her dad, David. 
She learned that even though the Walls family struggled, her 
character loved her father, and he loved her. “We thought it was 
an important story to tell,” Marti says.

Chandler says being in the movie was fun, though some scenes 
were hard. In one, she had to cry, which she managed to do by 
thinking of  her cat who had died. She liked meeting Walls (“She’s 
really tall”) and playing on actor and co-star Woody Harrelson’s 
yoga swing with the other children. There were other moments 
she’ll remember, including dyeing her hair red, and the reaction 
on the set to a realistic burn that an artist applied to Chandler’s 
stomach. It was especially diffi cult for her mom to see, even 
though she knew it wasn’t real.

When they’re deciding which roles to accept, the Heads say they 
always put family fi rst. They declined an audition for a faith-
based project right after The Glass Castle because Chandler was 
ready to be a “normal kid” at home again, as they put it. “We 
didn’t want to make this be our focus,” Marti says. “We wanted 
our family to be the focus.”

The Heads also turn down projects that would mean long separa-
tions, or might not be good experiences for the girls. Again, they 
all agree: “Our family is the most important thing.”

FOR THIS GIFTED YOUNG ACTRESS
AND CHURCH MEMBER,

FAMILY ALWAYS COMES FIRST

Chandler Head, including with co-star Woody Harrelson (bottom). 
Thanks to the family for sharing these. 

Chandler Head



THE SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP...
REACHING OUT TO THE RELATIVES

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Barbara Hawkins McNeill, mother of  Ann Rogers, who died on 
October 5, 2017. Harriette Line Thompson, mother of  Brenny 
Thompson, Darcy Howard, Kathy-Line Kelly, Harriet Moore 
and Sydnor Thompson, grandmother of  Tristan Thompson 
and John Kelly, aunt of  Layne Garner and Stuart Thompson 
and great-aunt of  Ellie and CeCe Garner, who died on 
October 16, 2017. Michael Campbell Soper, brother of  Patience 
Brumley, who died on October 17, 2017. 

Babies 
Daniel James Fleming III, son of  Sydney and Dan Fleming, born 
on August 11, 2017. Davis Hennessy Hutson, son of  Jennifer 

and Michael Hutson, brother of  Jackson Hutson, nephew of  
Doug and Tori LaBrosse and cousin of  Hall, Henry and Teddy 
LaBrosse, born on September 15, 2017. Luke Dalton Charles, 
son of  Caitlin and Kevin Charles, brother of  Hope and Lydia 
Charles and grandson of  Linda and Larry Walter, born on 
October 13, 2017.

Weddings 
Mary Katherine Irving and Benjamin Armstrong Jarrell, married 
on September 30, 2017, in Gastonia. Caroline Ashley Rorie 
and Michael Reilly Mahon, married on October 15, 2017, at 
the church. Sarah Elizabeth Drobka and John Stormont Murphy, 
married on October 21, 2017, at the church.

Thirty-eight people joined with Mark Edwards to study The Revelation 
Of  John at the Adults Plus Spiritual Life Retreat at Lake Junaluska. 
This was Mark’s 10th and fi nal year of  leading the event, alongside his 
piano-playing wife, Doris. Several participants share refl ections:

• Ellen Knott thoroughly enjoys each retreat. This year’s 
theme, The Revelation of  John, was one with which many are 
uncomfortable, fi nding it hard to understand. But just as 
John used imagery and symbolism to help people in his 
day relate to his message, she says Mark Edwards is able to 
impart his knowledge of  the Bible in a way that helps us 
understand our place in God’s story. “Being in the Wesley 
Sunday School class and on these retreats with Mark has 
always pushed me to be a better teacher,” she says.

• Nick and Darlene Beard enjoy the camaraderie with fellow 
Methodists, and the beauty of  Lake Junaluska in the N.C. 
mountains. Nick says he’s looking forward to learning 
more as he studies the book on his own.

• Herb and Molly Hughes have enjoyed three years at Lake 
Junaluska with this group. Getting to know Wesley class 
members and members of  Adults Plus! is a highlight. Like 
others, they appreciate how Mark made the subject more 
palatable. They also felt that being on this year’s retreat 
was enjoyable and informative and yet bittersweet as well, 
this being Mark’s fi nale.

Thanks, Mark And Doris Edwards
A GATHERING FILLED WITH 

LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP

Moms groups that meet on Wednesday and Thursday 
contributed 50 school uniforms and other clothing to The 
Relatives, a Charlotte nonprofi t that helps children and 
youth fi nd shelter and support. They also provided 40 
snack packs to On Ramp, a program of  The Relatives that 
works with ages 16-24. Young adults are focusing their 
serving efforts on The Relatives, serving dinner and sharing 
fellowship with children and youth from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on the fi rst and third Tuesday of  each month. To 
participate in this and other young adult offerings at the 
church, reach Director of  Young Adults Ministries Jessica 
Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

Moms work together to provide school uniforms and more for 
children and youth at The Relatives. Photo by Jessica Stevens.

As we move toward a culture of  giving, you are encouraged to 
support the work of  the church throughout the year, as you 
feel so moved.

Our Embrace Giving campaign will also share the stories (and 
photo portraits) of  church members like Bob and Ann 
Howard. That’s them on the postcard that came in the mail. 
Church members for 42 years, they have taught children’s 
Sunday School, served meals to the homeless, worked on 
Habitat houses, helped out at the fl u clinic, delivered donations 
to fl ood victims in Columbia (S.C.), ushered Sunday morning 
and spent many a joyful weekend at Camp Tekoa. Bob says 
he’s even been a “circuit rider,” asking members for their 
support during the stewardship season.

This season, he’s asking again.

“I have been fully immersed in the church spiritually, 
fi nancially and personally,” Bob says. “We feel blessed by the 
presence of  the church in our lives, and are always aware that 
the programs and offerings of  our church require the fi nancial 
support of  us all.”

Have a question about stewardship or any other aspect of  the fi nancial 
life of  our church? Reach Dr. Howell at james@mpumc.org or Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

Continued From The Front Page....

Mark and Doris Edwards. Melvin and Anita McIntosh. 
Photos by Christine Mull.
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Many of  you received the e-mail from our 
Senior Pastor in which he reported that 
we face the largest third-quarter defi cit in 
our history. For the nine months ending 
September 30, we have an operating defi cit 
of  $806,474, which is $230,414 greater 
than the same period in 2016. Most of  this 
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through the third quarter are $197,787, or 
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fund to support outreach totaled $492,149 
through the third quarter, which includes a 
carry-over of  $154,010 from 2016. Please 
consider supporting our outreach efforts as 
we work to meet our 2017 goal of  $1 million 
for Jubilee Plus!

We all appreciate that contributions pick up 
during the Christmas season. Please help us 
erase this operating defi cit and give as you 
are able, now and through year’s end. Please 
keep in mind, and in your heart, the words 
of  Dr. Howell: “We do not have a few rich 
folks who foot the bills. It’s up to each one 
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November 1, you can sign 
up for the 12th annual 
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9-11 at Caraway Conference 
Center & Camp near 
Asheboro. Reverend Alisa 
Lasater Wailoo, a former 
associate pastor of  ours 
who now leads Capitol Hill 
United Methodist Church 
in Washington, D.C. will 
present Sisters – Studying, 
Serving, Shaking Things Up. 
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The season of  stewardship is upon us, as 
the family of  Myers Park United Methodist 
Church is asked to Embrace Giving. That’s the 
theme of  the annual campaign to support 
our operating budget and Jubilee Plus! 
outreach fund for 2018, inspired by these 
familiar words from the Bible: …for God loves 
a cheerful giver.

In the mail you will be receiving a colorful 
postcard unveiling the campaign, followed by 
a packet that includes an Estimate Of  Giving 
card and stories of  our church members 
in ministry. Throughout this season, we 
will also celebrate our Jubilee Plus! fund that 
supports outreach around the corner and 
around the world. Your commitment is 
welcome for both the operating budget and 
Jubilee Plus! Please fi ll out the card with your 
estimate of  giving for 2018 and mail it back 
in the envelope, put it in the offering plate 
or drop it off  at the front desk in the Parish 
Life Building lobby. You can also make an 
estimate of  giving at www.myersparkumc.
org/give. We encourage you to do so by 
December 1.

Continued Inside...

• Middle and high school youth are invited to join Pass 
The Peace dinner conversations this autumn, part of  the 
congregation’s continuing efforts to deepen dialogue 
around issues of  race and justice. Starting in November, 
four to six meals at area restaurants will bring together 
youth and adults from our church with peers from 
the African-American congregation, St. Mark’s United 
Methodist, and Charlotte-Mecklenburg police offi cers. 
Youth interested in learning more about the dinners can 
talk to Emma Malak and Maddie Brenner, two church 
youth who have been a part of  this new initiative. All 
who are interested in the church’s racial reconciliation 
efforts can reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com 
or visit www.myersparkumc.org/race. Dr. Otto Harris of  
St. Mark’s articulates the goal of  Pass The Peace: “To form 

friendships between young people, the faith community 
and law enforcement professionals who are otherwise 
unlikely to know one another, and to reach a core value 
where each person at the table can say about all others, 
‘You matter to me.’”

• Leaders of  our Scouting ministry will soon be meeting 
to discuss the national Boy Scouts’ recent announcement 
that Cub Scout and Boy Scout programs will be open to 
girls starting in Fall of  2018 for Cub Scouts and Fall of  
2019 for Boy Scouts . Our Boy Scout Troop 3 is home 
to 30 young men. Cub Scout Pack 3 works with 65 boys. 
Troop and Scout leaders say they’ll discuss the latest 
developments and how it applies to our church ministry. 
Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines is staff  liaison 
to both Scouting programs.

YOUTH INVITED TO PASS THE PEACE

• Make note of  Dr. Howell’s upcoming programs: Martin 
Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in Francis 
Chapel, repeated Tuesday, October 31, at 11:00 a.m. 

in Francis Chapel. October 31 
marks the 500th anniversary of  the 
day this Catholic monk sparked the 
Protestant Reformation by nailing 
his 95 theses to the Wittenberg door. 
Dr. Howell will share what unfolded 
in this theologian’s life, how much 
of  what we take for granted about 
church life commenced with his 
reforms, how Luther can help us 
understand the life of  faith – and 

also some of  his foibles. Mary and 
other Bible characters in the story of  the birth of  

Jesus, Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 p.m. in Francis 
Chapel, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 11:00 
a.m. in Francis Chapel. “I have meant for years,” Dr. 
Howell shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to 
segue people into Advent.”

• Gifts ranging from $100 to $18,000 will help upfi t the 
organ going into Francis Chapel. To learn more about the 
project and how to help, reach Director of  Music Jimmy 
Jones at 704-295-4809 or jimmy@mpumc.org.

• Share your stories of  building new relationships as part 
of  The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 
hours in the community this year. Tell us how you’re 
serving and the people you’re meeting by fi lling out the 
card in the pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the 
offering plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.

DR. HOWELL’S PROGRAMS, 100K DREAM
Bob and Ann Howard.

“…for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7

Dr. James C. Howell




