
SO GOOD, SO GOOD, 
SO GOOD

AFTER HURRICANE HARVEY,
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 

IN HOUSTON

Take note. With Christmas 
Eve falling on a Sunday, 
we’ll have eight services 
on December 24: The 8:45 
a.m. Church In The Round 
service in Jubilee Hall; 9:45 
and 11:00 a.m. services in 
the Sanctuary; 1:30 p.m. 
Jazz service in Jubilee 
Hall; 3:30 p.m. Carols 
& Candlelight service 
with a Nativity tableau in 
the Sanctuary; 6:00 p.m. 
Carols & Candlelight 
service with a Nativity 
tableau in the Sanctuary; 
8:00 p.m. Candlelight 
& Holy Communion 
in the Sanctuary; and 
11:00 p.m. Candlelight & 
Holy Communion in the 
Sanctuary.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Church member Jennie Dugan was part of  a 
mission team that traveled to Houston to help with 
relief  efforts after Hurricane Harvey, and to build 
relationships that might comfort those who lost so 
much. Jennie reflects here on the experience.

Our trip to Houston started with a phone 
call asking “What can we do?” In the days 
after Hurricane Harvey, Rev. Nathan Arledge 
reached out to an old seminary friend, 
Hannah Terry, Associate Pastor of  Westbury 
United Methodist Church in Houston. 

On our first night in Houston, our team sat 
down with Hannah and heard the stories of  
neighbors impacted by Harvey. Our church 
donated $35,000 to Westbury for hurricane 
relief. Hannah preached on the story of  
Lydia and how, after Lydia’s conversion, 
the first thing she did was open her home. 
Hannah shared that that was what their 
church was going to do for us. Yes, we sent 
money. But we were also sending people to 
build relationships and hear their stories.

Continued Inside...

Snapshots from a beautiful morning in the 
church basement as 375 of  us gathered 
on World Communion Sunday to pack 
75,168 meals for hungry brothers and 
sisters around the world…It wouldn’t be 
Stop Hunger Now (rebranded as Rise Against 
Hunger) without all those hair nets. People 
of  all ages scurrying to process meals, from 
kids to seniors, including enough Scouts 
in uniform to pack a Jamboree. More than 
a few workers dressed for the day – Go 
Panthers! – in their Cam Newton or Luke 
Kuechly jersey. All of  this love in action 
accompanied by a soundtrack of  popular 
music, including one pop classic perfectly 
suited for the occasion. As Sweet Caroline 
reached the part where we all join in, the 
refrain from the gathering captured the 
meaning of  the morning perfectly. So good, 
so good, so good.

• Ken Garfield

Jennie Dugan and her Houston friends, 
Daniel and Deborah.

• There are many ways to enrich the lives of  students 
at Sedgfield Elementary and Middle schools, and to 
be enriched in return. To  get involved in our school 
partnerships, reach Kitty Bauknight at kbauknight@
me.com for Sedgefield Elementary and Lisa Howell at 
lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com for Sedgefield Middle.

• Gifts ranging from $100 to $18,000 will help upfit the 
organ going into Francis Chapel. Checks can be made out 
to the church with Walter Ball Memorial Organ on the 
memo line and mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 
NC 28207. For more, reach Director of  Music Jimmy 
Jones at 704-295-4809 or jimmy@mpumc.org.

• Share your stories with new neighbors as part of  The 
100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in 
the community this year. Tell us how you’re serving and 

the people you’re meeting by filling out the card in the 
pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering 
plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.

• A community conversation –The Reformation: A 
Protestant-Catholic Dialogue” – will explore the lessons 
of  the 16th Century religious movement for these 
divisive times. The free event will be at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
October 15, at Charlotte’s Union Presbyterian Seminary, 
5141 Sharon Road in the SouthPark community. For a 
reservation or to learn more, reach Nadine Moran at 
(980) 636-1661 or Nadine.moran@upsem.edu. Abbot 
Placid Solari, chancellor of  Belmont Abbey College, and 
Union Presbyterian Seminary Academic Dean Richard 
Boyce will lead the dialogue about the Reformation and 
its meaning for today.

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS, 100K DREAM

THIS MISSION ISN’T SMALL STUFF
Small Stuff  Mission is making a mark, and the proof  is in the thank you’s. Church member Jim Walters 
launched the ministry to help seniors, the handicapped and others in need with small fix-it projects around 
the house – installing bath and shower grab bars, changing light bulbs and the like. Referrals come from 
senior agencies and word of  mouth. So far this year, Small Stuff handymen – most of  whom are from our 
church – have served 120 clients. Yelp reviews aren’t this inspiring. “I appreciated you coming to unclog my 
pipe for the washing machine,” Bessie Callaway wrote. “I was unable to wash my clothes for two years. My 
only alternative was to have my daughters wash my clothes.” Handymen hung a closet pole, installed a new 
flush valve in her toilet and put in a new base under her sink, for which Lorraine Hawkins wrote: “I am sure 
you are all men of  God. You have been a blessing to me and others.” Need something done? Make a request 
at www.smallstuffmission.org. Want to be a handyman and help? Reach Jim at 704-607-7157.



AFTER HURRICANE HARVEY,
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS IN HOUSTON

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS ON RETREAT, TOO

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Charles Boyce Rich Jr., husband of  Marsha Rich and father of  
Jennifer and Chad Rich, who died on September 15, 2017. 
Godwin Ukwu, brother of  Charles Ukwu and uncle of  Myra 
and Lucius Ukwu, who died on September 24, 2017. 

Babies 
Stella Hampton Drake, daughter of  Lauren and Scott Drake, 
born on September 23, 2017.  

Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin reports on the 
Third Grade Bible Retreat at Valle Crucis Conference Center in the 
N.C. mountains.

We took 35 third-graders, eight parent chaperones and two 
staff  members. It was such a sweet weekend of  getting to 
know their Bibles and each other. We had Sunday School on 
Saturday night and a worship service on Sunday, along with 
games, hiking and bookmark-making. It was so meaningful 
to see the children serve as worship leaders – ushers, 
Communion servers and lay readers. Friendship was the 

theme for the weekend. Dr. Melanie Dobson wove that into 
her sermon, using scenes from the popular children’s book 
series, The Diary of  a Wimpy Kid, and the Institution of  the 
Lord’s Supper as she talked about Table Life. A few children 
performed a skit of  what Table Life might look like in a school 
cafeteria, complete with exclusion and teasing, and then Table 
Life with Jesus at the heart of  it, where all are welcome. What 
a powerful message for these impressionable third-graders, one 
we hope they embrace. I’m so glad I experienced the retreat as 
both a staff  member and mom to third-grader Molly.

AT THE THIRD GRADE BIBLE 
RETREAT, LEARNING, FUN AND A 

POWERFUL MESSAGE

Rooted in God’s love, Hummer rides, a mud pit, friendships, faith and fun. Youth Ministries took 71 middle 
schoolers, some brave adult chaperones and 3 high school youth leaders to Awanita Valley Christian Retreat 
Center in Marietta, S.C., for the annual Middle School Retreat. This retreat has been a rich church tradition for 
30 years, and each year seems to get more special.

Daniel was living in a tent by his trailer. He was anxious at 
the sight of  help, but desperate to be heard. Rev. Eric Lane, 
a member of  our team and pastor of  Mineral Springs United 
Methodist in Monroe, prayed for Daniel before we began 
work. At the sound of  “Let us pray,” Daniel began to weep. 
Eric hugged him tight. A relationship was formed, a trust 
was being built, allowing Daniel to let go of  his belongings. 
Deborah, whose mother was 90 years old, worked alongside 
of  us, gutting the home she hoped to restore quickly so that 
her mother would be safe. After prayer over lunch, Deborah 
confessed that her own home had flooded. She thought God 
was teaching her to let go of  material things.

The flood victims’ stories are endless. The overriding story I 
heard through them all was that the flood did not discriminate. 
Rich, poor, black, white, Latino, young, old, resident or 
undocumented, all were impacted by Harvey. The beauty of  

Houston’s recovery is that in the midst of  our country’s angry 
political climate, relationships still matter. Seeing a neighbor 
in need and crossing that boundary of  race, status, ethnicity – 
that is God moving in Houston and in this country.

During our five days in Houston, relationships built through 
compassion, prayers and hard work meant the most to me. 

• Continue reaching out to victims of  the recent hurricanes. 
Write a check to the church with Disaster Relief in the 
memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at 
the front desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it to 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You can also text 
MPUMC DisasterRelief with the amount you wish to give to 
73256. Also give at www.myersparkumc.org/give, selecting 
Disaster Relief  from the dropdown menu.

Continued From The Front Page....

Dr. Howell and Rev. Bill Roth will explore the meaning of  
Christian marriage at 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 23, in Jubilee 
Hall. The gathering will go beyond the glitz of  the wedding 
industry and focus on the deeper theological meaning of  
marriage, and the role faith plays. Paired with that program will 
be a Vow Renewal Service at 5:00 p.m. Saturday, November 
4, in the Sanctuary. All couples are invited to come and renew 
their marriage vows, no need to sign up in advance. A small 
reception follows. You are welcome to attend both programs, 
as the first complements the second, though you can attend 
just one. Child care will be offered October 23. E-mail 
jwentz@mpumc.org.

Other upcoming offerings from our Senior Pastor:

• Martin Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in 
Jubilee Hall, repeated Tuesday, October 31, at 11:00 
a.m. in Francis Chapel. October 31 marks the 500th 
anniversary of  the day this Catholic monk sparked the 

Protestant Reformation by nailing his 95 theses to the 
Wittenberg door. Dr. Howell will share what unfolded 
in this theologian’s life, how much of  what we take for 
granted about church life commenced with his reforms, 
how Luther can help us understand the life of  faith – and 
also some of  his foibles.

• Mary and other Bible characters in the story of  the 
birth of  Jesus – Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 p.m. 
in Jubilee Hall, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 
11:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel. “I have meant for years,” 
Dr. Howell shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to 
segue people into Advent.”

• Also: Dr. Howell will speak about the importance of  
Hebrew Scriptures to Christians at 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 8, at Temple Israel, 4901 Providence Road on 
the Shalom Park campus.

EXPLORE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE, 
AND RENEW YOUR VOWS

Photos by Matt Daniels.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13
• Women are invited to play board and card games from 6:30 

to 8:00 p.m. in Room 106 in the Parish Life Building. The 
fun and fellowship will include snacks and a chance to learn 
more about the upcoming 12th annual Women’s Retreat. 
Log onto MyMPUMC at www.myersparkumc.org and view 
Available Registration to reserve a spot at Game Night.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
• Our church is partnering with The Park Church to present 

Man Up! Against Domestic Violence at 7:00 p.m. at The Park 
Expo Center, 800 Briar Creek Road, focusing on the 
importance of  male leadership in addressing domestic 
violence. Learn more about the men’s fashion show and buy 
tickets at www.manupagainstdv.org. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
• All are welcome to the Adults Plus! program, A Big 

Enough Umbrella, exploring dementia and other memory 
disorders at 10:30 a.m. in Room 104 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Vikki Hunley of  The Ivey memory wellness 
day center in Charlotte will lead the program, which will 
including information and resources, plus door prizes and 
refreshments. To reserve a spot by noon October 17, call 
704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
• A twist on a popular tradition: Pirates Of  The Organ (no 

phantoms this Halloween) at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary will 
feature the usual musical fun and games (and scares). Come 
in costume.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26
• All church members are invited to Administrative Board 

meetings, the next one at 6:30 p.m. in Room 108 of  the 
Parish Life Building. After dinner, the annual Charge 
Conference begins at around 7:00 p.m., followed by the 
business meeting. On the agenda: Approving the 2018 
church budget. Details: Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
• Give blood from 7:30 a.m. to noon in the Youth Building 

Gym. Walk-ins are welcome. You can also sign up for a 
specifi c time from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, October 15 
and 22, in the Parish Life lobby. Details: Carmen Rivera at 
704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

MARCH 31, 2018 
• Join the family-oriented Costa Rica mission trip (with a 

lower price), and help with this year’s construction project 
while building relationships with the people of  Costa Rica. 
The group comes home April 7. For more, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/costarica or reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 
parker@mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME…
• JUBILEE PLUS! We awarded more than $1 million in 

Jubilee Plus! grants to partners in 2016 and hope to do more 
each year. Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/
jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in 
the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail it to 
the church.

• READ TO SECOND GRADERS  For The Love Of  
Reading ministry with partner school Sedgefi eld Elementary 
invites lay servants to read with second-graders Tuesdays 
or Thursdays from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. Reach Beth Gage at 
bethgage@me.com.

• BE A PART OF MUSIC MINISTRY Want to sing 
or play in one of  our ensembles? The church offers 
opportunities for all abilities and commitment levels with 
the Chancel Choir, Women’s Ensemble, Church In The 
Round Band and Leads, Myers Park Strings and several 
handbell choirs. Learn more about rehearsal times and other 
details at www.myersparkumc.org or reach Nancy Hamff  at 
704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• CENTERING PRAYER Join in Centering Prayer 
Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Room 024 in the Snyder 
Building and Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to noon in 
Francis Chapel.



As I watched the Builders Sunday School class dedicate 
a plaque consecrating the memory of  loved ones lost, 

I couldn’t help but notice that it hangs beside a bulletin 
board fi lled with photos of  grandkids, baptisms and beach 
trips. In life as in death, the Builders walk together.

Since 1964, members of  the Builders 
class have been gathering to study the Bi-
ble, engage in outreach, share the weekly 
Health & Happiness report and kid each 
other about the Duke-Carolina game the 
night before. For these 60-somethings, 
the week wouldn’t be complete without 
this hour together. At a time when Sun-
day School is generally a tough sell – just 
making it to worship is hard enough – 
this devotion to Christ and one another 

goes straight to the heart. The Builders stand at 128 and 
counting.

The morning the plaque was unveiled in Room 104, class 
President Keels Dickson welcomed special guests, includ-
ing Lisa Peterson and her family. Lisa’s dad, Dick Oelhafen, 
is remembered on the plaque. He passed away in 2015. 
Past President Fincher Jarrell, who helped spearhead the 
project, noted the comforting verse of  Scripture, John 
6:47, above the names: He that believeth on me hath everlasting 
life. When the dedication was done, Bonnie Gunter offered 
a lesson on life after grief. In the Builders class, she said, 
“We care for each other. We love each other. It’s a beautiful 
thing.” Bonnie lost her husband, Ken, to cancer in 2008. 
His name is on the plaque.

At the close of  class, before heading off  to worship or 
Sunday lunch, class members paused to catch up on each 
other’s news. There were smiles, and laughter. Tom Eu-
banks and Barbara Cribbs were among those who shared 
an embrace. Tom lost his wife, Sandra, to cancer in 2013. 
Barbara lost her husband, David, to cancer in 2014. Their 
names grace the plaque as well.

In life as in death, the Builders walk together.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld loves telling the stories of  
the church. Reach him at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Conversation On Faith
In Life As In Death, 

The Builders Walk Together

From the top, scenes from a special morning in the Builders Sunday 
School class: Ralph Dougherty and Brenda Craig admire the memorial 

plaque. Barbara Cribbs and Tom Eubanks share an embrace. 
Sandra Hardy greets a friend. Photos by Bill Walton.

Ken Garfi eld



AFTER HURRICANE HARVEY,
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS IN HOUSTON

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS ON RETREAT, TOO

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Charles Boyce Rich Jr., husband of  Marsha Rich and father of  
Jennifer and Chad Rich, who died on September 15, 2017. 
Godwin Ukwu, brother of  Charles Ukwu and uncle of  Myra 
and Lucius Ukwu, who died on September 24, 2017. 

Babies 
Stella Hampton Drake, daughter of  Lauren and Scott Drake, 
born on September 23, 2017.  

Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin reports on the 
Third Grade Bible Retreat at Valle Crucis Conference Center in the 
N.C. mountains.

We took 35 third-graders, eight parent chaperones and two 
staff  members. It was such a sweet weekend of  getting to 
know their Bibles and each other. We had Sunday School on 
Saturday night and a worship service on Sunday, along with 
games, hiking and bookmark-making. It was so meaningful 
to see the children serve as worship leaders – ushers, 
Communion servers and lay readers. Friendship was the 

theme for the weekend. Dr. Melanie Dobson wove that into 
her sermon, using scenes from the popular children’s book 
series, The Diary of  a Wimpy Kid, and the Institution of  the 
Lord’s Supper as she talked about Table Life. A few children 
performed a skit of  what Table Life might look like in a school 
cafeteria, complete with exclusion and teasing, and then Table 
Life with Jesus at the heart of  it, where all are welcome. What 
a powerful message for these impressionable third-graders, one 
we hope they embrace. I’m so glad I experienced the retreat as 
both a staff  member and mom to third-grader Molly.

AT THE THIRD GRADE BIBLE 
RETREAT, LEARNING, FUN AND A 

POWERFUL MESSAGE

Rooted in God’s love, Hummer rides, a mud pit, friendships, faith and fun. Youth Ministries took 71 middle 
schoolers, some brave adult chaperones and 3 high school youth leaders to Awanita Valley Christian Retreat 
Center in Marietta, S.C., for the annual Middle School Retreat. This retreat has been a rich church tradition for 
30 years, and each year seems to get more special.

Daniel was living in a tent by his trailer. He was anxious at 
the sight of  help, but desperate to be heard. Rev. Eric Lane, 
a member of  our team and pastor of  Mineral Springs United 
Methodist in Monroe, prayed for Daniel before we began 
work. At the sound of  “Let us pray,” Daniel began to weep. 
Eric hugged him tight. A relationship was formed, a trust 
was being built, allowing Daniel to let go of  his belongings. 
Deborah, whose mother was 90 years old, worked alongside 
of  us, gutting the home she hoped to restore quickly so that 
her mother would be safe. After prayer over lunch, Deborah 
confessed that her own home had flooded. She thought God 
was teaching her to let go of  material things.

The flood victims’ stories are endless. The overriding story I 
heard through them all was that the flood did not discriminate. 
Rich, poor, black, white, Latino, young, old, resident or 
undocumented, all were impacted by Harvey. The beauty of  

Houston’s recovery is that in the midst of  our country’s angry 
political climate, relationships still matter. Seeing a neighbor 
in need and crossing that boundary of  race, status, ethnicity – 
that is God moving in Houston and in this country.

During our five days in Houston, relationships built through 
compassion, prayers and hard work meant the most to me. 

• Continue reaching out to victims of  the recent hurricanes. 
Write a check to the church with Disaster Relief in the 
memo line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at 
the front desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it to 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You can also text 
MPUMC DisasterRelief with the amount you wish to give to 
73256. Also give at www.myersparkumc.org/give, selecting 
Disaster Relief  from the dropdown menu.

Continued From The Front Page....

Dr. Howell and Rev. Bill Roth will explore the meaning of  
Christian marriage at 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 23, in Jubilee 
Hall. The gathering will go beyond the glitz of  the wedding 
industry and focus on the deeper theological meaning of  
marriage, and the role faith plays. Paired with that program will 
be a Vow Renewal Service at 5:00 p.m. Saturday, November 
4, in the Sanctuary. All couples are invited to come and renew 
their marriage vows, no need to sign up in advance. A small 
reception follows. You are welcome to attend both programs, 
as the first complements the second, though you can attend 
just one. Child care will be offered October 23. E-mail 
jwentz@mpumc.org.

Other upcoming offerings from our Senior Pastor:

• Martin Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in 
Jubilee Hall, repeated Tuesday, October 31, at 11:00 
a.m. in Francis Chapel. October 31 marks the 500th 
anniversary of  the day this Catholic monk sparked the 

Protestant Reformation by nailing his 95 theses to the 
Wittenberg door. Dr. Howell will share what unfolded 
in this theologian’s life, how much of  what we take for 
granted about church life commenced with his reforms, 
how Luther can help us understand the life of  faith – and 
also some of  his foibles.

• Mary and other Bible characters in the story of  the 
birth of  Jesus – Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 p.m. 
in Jubilee Hall, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 
11:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel. “I have meant for years,” 
Dr. Howell shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to 
segue people into Advent.”

• Also: Dr. Howell will speak about the importance of  
Hebrew Scriptures to Christians at 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 8, at Temple Israel, 4901 Providence Road on 
the Shalom Park campus.

EXPLORE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE, 
AND RENEW YOUR VOWS

Photos by Matt Daniels.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Church member Jennie Dugan was part of  a 
mission team that traveled to Houston to help with 
relief  efforts after Hurricane Harvey, and to build 
relationships that might comfort those who lost so 
much. Jennie reflects here on the experience.

Our trip to Houston started with a phone 
call asking “What can we do?” In the days 
after Hurricane Harvey, Rev. Nathan Arledge 
reached out to an old seminary friend, 
Hannah Terry, Associate Pastor of  Westbury 
United Methodist Church in Houston. 

On our first night in Houston, our team sat 
down with Hannah and heard the stories of  
neighbors impacted by Harvey. Our church 
donated $35,000 to Westbury for hurricane 
relief. Hannah preached on the story of  
Lydia and how, after Lydia’s conversion, 
the first thing she did was open her home. 
Hannah shared that that was what their 
church was going to do for us. Yes, we sent 
money. But we were also sending people to 
build relationships and hear their stories.

Continued Inside...

Snapshots from a beautiful morning in the 
church basement as 375 of  us gathered 
on World Communion Sunday to pack 
75,168 meals for hungry brothers and 
sisters around the world…It wouldn’t be 
Stop Hunger Now (rebranded as Rise Against 
Hunger) without all those hair nets. People 
of  all ages scurrying to process meals, from 
kids to seniors, including enough Scouts 
in uniform to pack a Jamboree. More than 
a few workers dressed for the day – Go 
Panthers! – in their Cam Newton or Luke 
Kuechly jersey. All of  this love in action 
accompanied by a soundtrack of  popular 
music, including one pop classic perfectly 
suited for the occasion. As Sweet Caroline 
reached the part where we all join in, the 
refrain from the gathering captured the 
meaning of  the morning perfectly. So good, 
so good, so good.

• Ken Garfield

Jennie Dugan and her Houston friends, 
Daniel and Deborah.

• There are many ways to enrich the lives of  students 
at Sedgfield Elementary and Middle schools, and to 
be enriched in return. To  get involved in our school 
partnerships, reach Kitty Bauknight at kbauknight@
me.com for Sedgefield Elementary and Lisa Howell at 
lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com for Sedgefield Middle.

• Gifts ranging from $100 to $18,000 will help upfit the 
organ going into Francis Chapel. Checks can be made out 
to the church with Walter Ball Memorial Organ on the 
memo line and mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 
NC 28207. For more, reach Director of  Music Jimmy 
Jones at 704-295-4809 or jimmy@mpumc.org.

• Share your stories with new neighbors as part of  The 
100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in 
the community this year. Tell us how you’re serving and 

the people you’re meeting by filling out the card in the 
pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering 
plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.

• A community conversation –The Reformation: A 
Protestant-Catholic Dialogue” – will explore the lessons 
of  the 16th Century religious movement for these 
divisive times. The free event will be at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
October 15, at Charlotte’s Union Presbyterian Seminary, 
5141 Sharon Road in the SouthPark community. For a 
reservation or to learn more, reach Nadine Moran at 
(980) 636-1661 or Nadine.moran@upsem.edu. Abbot 
Placid Solari, chancellor of  Belmont Abbey College, and 
Union Presbyterian Seminary Academic Dean Richard 
Boyce will lead the dialogue about the Reformation and 
its meaning for today.

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS, 100K DREAM

THIS MISSION ISN’T SMALL STUFF
Small Stuff  Mission is making a mark, and the proof  is in the thank you’s. Church member Jim Walters 
launched the ministry to help seniors, the handicapped and others in need with small fix-it projects around 
the house – installing bath and shower grab bars, changing light bulbs and the like. Referrals come from 
senior agencies and word of  mouth. So far this year, Small Stuff handymen – most of  whom are from our 
church – have served 120 clients. Yelp reviews aren’t this inspiring. “I appreciated you coming to unclog my 
pipe for the washing machine,” Bessie Callaway wrote. “I was unable to wash my clothes for two years. My 
only alternative was to have my daughters wash my clothes.” Handymen hung a closet pole, installed a new 
flush valve in her toilet and put in a new base under her sink, for which Lorraine Hawkins wrote: “I am sure 
you are all men of  God. You have been a blessing to me and others.” Need something done? Make a request 
at www.smallstuffmission.org. Want to be a handyman and help? Reach Jim at 704-607-7157.




