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Reformation Sunday 

 

WE GATHER 
 

 Gathering Music  

 Praise My Soul the King of Heaven    arr. Brian Childers 

 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary  

 Festival Piece on NICAEA arr. Benjamin Harlan 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

The Lord has been our dwelling place forever, 

even before the world was formed. 

A thousand years in God's sight 

are like a day that has just gone by. 

Creation is always being made new. 

Let us worship the God who was, and is, and is to come! 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 110  

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN’ FESTE BURG 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

Merciful God, 

   when we want to be a church ever-reforming,  

   yet cling to comfortable ways, 

   we seek your forgiveness. 

When we want to honor your “still speaking voice”,  

   but are fearful of insights which challenge old assumptions,  

   we seek your forgiveness. 

When we want to live into Jesus’ dream of oneness,  

   but fail to listen to voices of difference, 

   we seek your forgiveness. 

Re-form us once again, Lord. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00)  

 

 

The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 Congregational Response (11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

 Anthem  

My Jesus, I Love Thee arr. Paul Sjolund 

My Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine; 

for thee all the follies of sin I resign; 

my gracious redeemer, my Savior art thou: 

if ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

 

I love thee because thou hast first loved me, 

and purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree. 

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow: 

if ever I loved thee my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

 

In mansions of glory and endless delight 

I’ll ever adore thee in heaven so bright; 

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow: 

if ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

 

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou: 

if ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

 
 Gospel Reading Matthew 22:34-40 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



 Sermon  

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Offertory   

Adoration Felix Borowski 

“Psalm 46” from A Festival of Psalms (9:45, 11:00) John Ness Beck 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear though the earth be removed, 

and the mountains be carried away to the very midst of the sea. 

Though the waters roar and the mountains quake at his majesty. 

 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, 

the holy place of the tabernacle, the holy place of the Lord. 

 

God is in the midst of her;   she shall not be moved: 

he shall defend her from the night through the dawn. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Be still and know that I am God: 

I will be exalted above all nations. 

I will be exalted upon the earth. 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 

our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

His everlasting love will guide us from above. 

All glory to his name, from age to age the same: 

his Kingdom is forever.   
 

Amen.  Alleluia.  Amen. 

 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 
 Prayer of Dedication   
 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Hymn No. 117  

O God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE   

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Fugue in E-flat, BWV 552 (ST ANNE) J.S. Bach 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

LAY READER 

Chuck Wright (8:30), Mary Holland Waters (9:45), Tom Eubanks (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 



Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 
Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 

Corine Brouwer, violin 

Myers Park Bells 

Small Ensemble (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 



CRUCIFERS 

Caitlyn Waters (8:30), Trent Mulligan (9:45), Bennett Wilks (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Micah Wilson and Anna Maynard (8:30) 

Molly Berger and Claire Grimes (9:45) 

Andrew Wilks and Lila Barenberg (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Kearns Maynard (8:30), Liza Grimes (9:45), Carson Clutter (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary narthex. Our next Discover Myers 

Park class to learn about our church is at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, January 14, in the 

Parish Life Building lobby. No reservations are needed, please join us and get to 

know us better! 

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

Today, Methodists celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 

by remembering the day Martin Luther’s posted his 95 Theses to the doors of 

churches in Wittenberg, Germany. The theses are considered the opening act in the 

Protestant Reformation – a movement that emphasized individual relationships 

with God and salvation through faith alone, along with the fervent belief that each 

person should be able to hear and read the Bible in their own language. Today, 

while we offer thanks for those who worked, fought and died for their faith 500 

years ago, we also pray for unity and continued reformation of the church of our 

own time. 
 



LEARN ABOUT MARTIN LUTHER MONDAY, TUESDAY 

Dr. Howell will offer a multimedia program on Martin Luther at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, October 30, in Francis Chapel, repeated at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 

31, in Francis Chapel. Our Senior Pastor will share what unfolded in this 

theologian’s life, how much of what we take for granted about church life 

commenced with his reforms, how Luther can help us understand the life of faith, 

and also some of his foibles.   

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 11:00 a.m. service are Belle Hungate Blanton, daughter of Abby and Barr 

Blanton; and Welles Elizabeth Gehron, daughter of Peyton and Jake Gehron. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God in celebration 

of the marriage of Taylor and John Young and in honor of their parents, Charlie 

and Brook Smith and Bill and Louise Rice, and in memory of John B. Young Sr. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

GIVE BLOOD THIS MORNING Give the life-saving gift of blood from 7:30 

a.m. to noon this morning in the Youth Building Gym. Walk-ins are welcome. 

DROP-IN FOR YOUNG ADULTS All young adults are invited to enjoy 

fellowship at a drop-in at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Howell this evening from 6:00 

to 9:00 p.m. RSVP to Director of Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at 

jessica@mpumc.org. 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space.  

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

mailto:jessica@mpumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc


Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
 

THE SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP 

Look in the mail, the Cornerstone newsletter and at www.myersparkumc.org for 

details of our stewardship campaign – Embrace Giving – and the opportunity to 

support the work of the church in the world in 2018. Mailings will include an 

Estimate of Giving card, inviting you make a commitment to support the church 

operating budget and our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund. You will also be able to 

make a commitment, or a gift, at www.myersparkumc.org/give. The campaign is 

inspired by those familiar words from 2 Corinthians 9:7, “For God loves a 

cheerful giver.” As we express our generosity to the work of the church, please 

meet your commitment to our 2017 budget and give as you are able. Details: 

Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. 

 

CHRISTMAS TREES AND MORE Youth will take orders for N.C. Fraser Fir 

Christmas trees, wreaths and garlands November 1-27. Visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/christmastree to place an order and support youth 

missions. Pick-up will be in the Hopedale lot November 30 (5:00 to 8:00 p.m.), 

December 1 (3:00 to 8:00 p.m.) and December 2 (9:00 a.m. to noon). If you live 

within three miles, you can pay for delivery. Consider also buying a tree to donate 

to Refugee Support Services. Family Fun Night in the tree lot is 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

December 1 with Hubee D’s food truck, music, crafts table and tree lot photo 

opportunities. 

GRIEF DURING THE HOLIDAYS A workshop at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 

November 6, in Room 107 of the Parish Life Building will offer practical counsel 

for those trying to deal with grief and loss during the holiday season. Please join us 

as we seek to offer comfort during a time of year that can be especially difficult. 

Details: Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org. 

MEDICARE PART D COUNSELING One-on-one counseling is available in the 

Church Library (Room 111 in the Parish Building) to help with Medicare Part D 

coverage through Thursday, December 7. To schedule a one-on-one appointment, 

reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 
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H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Slow 

roasted beef, mashed potatoes, steamed cabbage, rolls, salad, desserts and ice 

cream. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 

(option six) by noon each Tuesday. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children and $25 

for family (two adults and three children under age 12).  

COFFEE TALK FOR PARENTS Parents are invited to Youth Ministries’ 

Coffee Talk from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Sunday, November 5, in Jubilee Hall to 

continue the conversation about teens and alcohol and drugs with speaker Brian 

Hadley. Parents are encouraged to invite friends and neighbors. 

CHARLOTTE SYMPHONY CHAMBER SINGERS IN CONCERT Our own 

Nicolas Haigh will play the organ when the Charlotte Symphony Chamber Singers 

perform at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, November 9, in the Sanctuary. The celebration of 

the organ will include works by Bach, Brahms and others. Tickets are $15. Visit 

www.charlottesymphony.org. 

HOPE AND CONSOLATION SERVICE Our annual Service of Hope and 

Consolation for those experiencing a loss during the holiday season will be at 6:30 

p.m. Monday, November 13, in Francis Chapel. Light a candle, say a prayer and 

take comfort in the fellowship. 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP All who care for a loved one are invited to 

share their experiences at the next meeting of the Caregivers Support Group at 

11:30 a.m. Tuesday, November 14, in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. 

Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
MARTHA CIRCLE MEETS Women of the church are invited to the next 

meeting of the Martha Circle at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, November 1, in Room 104 

of the Parish Life Building. Brian Childers, our Director of Music for Children and 

Youth (and also handbells for all ages), will speak. 

RENEW YOUR VOWS A Vow Renewal Service is set for 5:00 p.m. Saturday, 

November 4, in the Sanctuary. Couples are invited to come and renew their 

marriage vows. A small reception follows. 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT The 12th annual Women’s Retreat will be February 9-11 

at Caraway Conference Center & Camp. Reverend Alisa Lasater-Wailo, a former 

Associate Pastor here and now Senior Minister of Capitol Hill United Methodist 

Church in Washington, D.C., will present Sisters – Studying, Serving, Shaking 

Things Up. Register starting November 1. Visit www.myersparkumc.org, log onto 

MyMPUMC at the top of the home page and go to Available Registrations for all 

you need to know about this popular gathering. 

JOIN OUR PILGRIMAGE TO SCOTLAND A small group from our church is 

invited to join a group from Shalem Institute on a Contemplative Pilgrimage to 

Iona, Scotland, from May 31 to June 10, 2018. Cost is $3,600 plus airfare. 

Deadline to register is January 1. To learn more, reach Dr. Melanie Dobson at 

melanie@mpumc.org. 

 

 SERVING OTHERS… 
BRAZIL MISSION INFORMATION MEETING Learn about our upcoming 

Brazil Mission from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, November 5, in Room 105 of the 

Parish Life Building. You can also contact team leaders Donna Sheehan at 

Donna.Sheehan@wellsfargo.com or Shannon Bannister at 

bannisters@hhbrown.com to discuss joining the team that will serve with our 

neighbors in Brazil July 6-15, 2018. 

COSTA RICA MISSION INFORMATION MEETING Check out our 2018 

CMS Spring Break option by attending our Costa Rica mission meeting from 9:45 

to 10:45 a.m. Sunday, November 12, in Francis Chapel. Learn how to become a 

team member on our trip March 31 to April 7, 2018, to be led by Rev. Parker 

Haynes. To learn more, reach Thom Sumner or thomsum@bellsouth.net or Parker 

at parker@mpumc.org. 

THANKSGIVING TABLE TITHE Again this year, we are collecting 

Thanksgiving food items, plus a $25 donation (gift card or check), for neighbors at 

Loaves and Fishes, Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield Middle Schools. 

Look for tagged bags with instructions throughout the building, and drop off items 

in the marked bin in the Parish Life Building Lobby through Sunday, November 

12. 

PUERTO RICO HURRICANE RELIEF TRIP From November 27 to 

December 2, we will send a team to work with the Methodist Church of Puerto 

Rico. Interested in serving? Reach Ben and Kay Sharpton at ben@sharptons.com 

or Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org.  

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM TRIP TO EASTERN NORTH 

CAROLINA Travel December 4-8 to help with flood relief. Housing is provided. 

To learn more or sign up, reach Thom Sumner: thomsum@bellsouth.net. 
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WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund help support organizations like NC Med Assist, which provides 

medications at no cost to those who need them. We were blessed to award more 

than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants to our partners in 2016 and hope to do the 

same or more in 2017. Give to Jubilee Plus! at 

www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church at 

1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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