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MISSION TO ARMENIA: 
‘CHRISTIAN LOVE PERSONIFIED’

As we celebrate Sarah 
Sumner’s wonderful work as 
our Director of  Children’s 
Ministries, we are reminded 
of  that great old Crosby, 
Stills, Nash & Young song, 
Teach Your Children, and the 
need to “feed them on your 
dreams.” In this world of  
rancor, Sarah devoted her 
life to teaching children to 
love God and one another. 
On the occasion of  her 
retirement, we’ll gather 
Sunday, September 10, to 
thank her with all of  our 
heart. Please turn to the 
Calendar Of  Opportunities 
for details, include a love 
offering.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Rev. Nathan Arledge, our Minister of  Missions, 
reports on the mission trip to Armenia: “Our work 
was wonderful. Our work began when we arrived 
by being welcomed to three different host homes, 
where we formed friendships/relationships with 
our drivers, cooks and employees of  Project Agape. 
Half  of  our team the fi rst two days deconstructed a 
stone bathroom and put in new fl oors for the family 
we served with. The other half  scraped paint in the 
Christian Education Center. Once we completed 
the house, we all worked on the CEC to fi nish the 
paint-scraping. Then we all played with children at 
the Project Agape Children’s Home.” Chris Lepore 
was part of  the mission team of  11. Here he shares 
a moment to remember.

On a trip fi lled with amazing people, 
breathtaking sights and incredible 

experiences, one event stands out. 

On Friday evening, we were blessed to visit 
the Children’s Home, which is supported 

by Project Agape. As we presented each of  
the children with a pair of  shoes, the joy of  
Christmas morning fi lled the room. After the 
children received their shoes and stored them 
away for the fi rst day of  school, we went 

Continued Inside...

By Ken Garfi eld

Our church is joining with more than 40 
book clubs across Charlotte to explore 

affordable housing, believing that in the 
quest to tackle this tough issue, knowledge 
is power.

Dr. Howell and Rev. 
Nathan Arledge, 
our Minister of  
Missions, will lead a 
discussion of  Evicted: 
Poverty and Profi t in 
the American City at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 19, in 
Room 108 of  the 
Parish Life Building. 
The book by Pulitzer 

Prize winner Matthew Desmond follows 
eight families in Milwaukee as they struggle 
to keep a roof  over their heads. It will be 
for sale in the Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop. You don’t have to read it to attend 
the program and join in the conversation. 
Most agree, especially after last year’s racial 
unrest, that providing affordable housing is 
among our city’s most pressing problems. 

It’s also a plank in our church’s Step, Jump, 
Leap initiative.

A coalition of  organizations including 
Homeless Services Network and UNC 
Charlotte Urban Institute are organizing 
book club discussions of  Evicted in faith 
communities, law fi rms, neighborhood 
groups and more. Among the people behind 
the effort: Courtney Morton, whose work 
for Mecklenburg County focuses on housing 
and homelessness. Her husband, of  course, 
is our former Associate Pastor Rev. George 
Ragsdale.

Author Desmond will give a free lecture 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 27, at 
McGlohon Theatre at Spirit Square. To get 
your name on the waiting list, go to www.
EvictedBookClubCLT.org.

You can also visit that site for a study guide. 
Food for thought from the guide: “At its 
heart, Desmond’s story on evictions is really 
about relationships. These relationships are 
integral to the problems that cause evictions 
and perpetuate poverty. They also have 
the potential to be the foundation for the 
solutions that can bring about real change.”

St. Francis of  Assisi – Tuesday, September 26, at 7:00 
p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated Wednesday, September 27, 
at 11:00 a.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. Dr. 
Howell, author of Conversation with St. Francis and leader of  
a pilgrimage to Assisi in October, will narrate the saint’s life 
and explain why Francis still matters, his impact on the pope, 
along with medieval frescoes depicting Francis, and photos 
of  the countryside where he lived. He calls St. Francis “our 
most charming, intriguing, misunderstood and transformative 
saint.”
Martin Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in 
Jubilee Hall, repeated Tuesday, October 31, at 11:00 a.m. 
in Francis Chapel. October 31 marks the 500th anniversary 

of  the day this Catholic monk sparked the Protestant 
Reformation by nailing his 95 theses to the Wittenberg door. 
Dr. Howell will share what unfolded in this theologian’s 
life, how much of  what we take for granted about church 
life commenced with his reforms, how Luther can help us 
understand the life of  faith – and also some of  his foibles.
Mary and other Bible characters in the story of  the birth 
of  Jesus – Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee 
Hall, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
in Francis Chapel. “I have meant for years,” Dr. Howell 
shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to segue people 
into Advent.”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 
DR. HOWELL’S PROGRAMS

This refl ection comes from Stephen Ministers, moved to write after 
listening to a recent sermon by our Senior Pastor.
Stephen Ministers are lay caregivers trained to offer Christ-
centered, confi dential care to those who are hurting no 
matter how short or long their journey. Imagine, then, how 
we felt listening to Dr. Howell read aloud some of  the several 
hundred requests he received in response to the invitation he 
sent out via text: “How can I pray for you?”
As he shared from the pulpit, he was fl ooded with responses, 
many of  them painful and poignant. Pray for peace in the 
world…Pray for my son, who is stuck in anger four years after losing his 

father…Pray for relief  from anxiety, I work for a very diffi cult boss…
Pray for my godchild undergoing his seventh surgery for brain cancer.
How fi tting: The closing hymn we sang that Sunday 
morning was Here I Am, Lord, and these words that fi lled the 
Sanctuary…I have heard you calling in the night.
Stephen Ministers hear you calling in the night. If  you or 
someone you know is reeling from a death, loneliness or 
other issue and might like someone to talk to, reach out to a 
Stephen Minister. Begin the process by reaching out to Rev. 
Bill Roth at (704) 295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

A PLEDGE FROM STEPHEN MINISTERS: 
HERE I AM, LORD

Chris Lepore in Armenia.
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In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Durward V. Thomason Sr., father of  Dur Thomason, who died 
on July 21, 2017. William Arthur Clark, brother of  Bob Clark 
and uncle of  Meredith Clark and Graham Clark, who died 
on August 11, 2017. Aubrey Lee Thomas Jr., brother of  John 
Thomas, who died on August 17, 2017. Edith Langford Mayfi eld, 
mother of  David Mayfi eld, who died on August 19, 2017. 

Dominic Spence, brother of  Simon Spence, father of  Megan 
Spence and uncle of  Jacob and Ethan Spence, who died on 
August 21, 2017.

Weddings
Charlotte Cornick and Gary Morgan, married on August 26, 2017, 
at the church.

Ansley Cowan wishes she had a more stirring explanation as 
to how she came to play such a meaningful role in worship at 
our church. Truth be told, she was in the seventh grade when 
her mom signed her up to be an acolyte, processing into the 
Sanctuary and lighting the altar candles. But that’s when the 
story gets inspiring, for the fi ve years that Ansley served as 
an acolyte and crucifer (carrying the cross) have touched her 
heart and soul. Now, as training is offered for the next wave 
of  Bible carriers, acolytes and crucifers, she wants her peers to 
appreciate the opportunity that can be theirs.

“To me,” Ansley says, “it’s a sacred rite. It’s also cool seeing 
kids that age participating in the worship service.”

Ansley, 19, the daughter of  Mike and Katharine Cowan, is at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. Her brothers – David, 17, and Andrew, 14 
– will continue being a part of  the Sunday morning Sanctuary 
procession. But others are welcome to have the experience 
of  participating as the Chancel Choir sounds gloriously forth. 
“That was my favorite thing,” says Ansley, who sang in the 
chorus at Charlotte Latin. On All Saints Sunday, when we 
remember the dearly departed, you, too, can be an acolyte and 
light all those candles. “My mom thought I was going to catch 
the whole church on fi re,” she says, laughing.

But again, as Ansley reminds us, “It’s so cool.”

Youth in Grades 5-12 are eligible to be a part of  this ministry. 
Fifth-graders join the ministry as Bible carriers, processing in 

with the Bible. When they enter sixth grade, they can remain 
in this role or train to serve as an acolyte. Youth in Grades 6-9 
are acolytes, processing in with the torches and lighting the 
altar candles. Students in Grades 10-12 lead the processional 
as crucifers, carrying in the cross. Training is 10:00 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, September 9, and 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
September 24, both in the Sanctuary. Youth need to attend one 
session. A parent must attend as information on scheduling, 
procedures and dress will be shared. Adults are also welcome 
to serve as the Sunday morning coach once every four to six 
Sundays. Details: Amelia Miller at cmiller5@carolina.rr.com or 
Katharine Willis at katharinecwillis@gmail.com.

Bible Carriers, Acolytes, Crucifers
WANT TO BE A PART OF THE 

SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL?

CHILDREN’S CIRCLE, H.O.T. WEDNESDAY, 
SUPPORT THE CHAPEL ORGAN

NEW MOMS SHARING FELLOWSHIP
‘IN THE SAME SEASON OF LIFE’

The Cowans, from left: Ansley, David and Andrew.

• The Children’s Circle preschool begins a new year with 
open houses Tuesday and Wednesday, September 5 and 6. 
The half-day church preschool will welcome 210 children 
ages 1-5 to learn about God’s love and more. As always, 
the school year begins with a Blessing Of  The Hands for 
teachers, led by Children’s Ministries and Parish Nurse 
Susan Mobley. For the chapel offering, children will be 
asked to bring snack foods for Blessings In A Backpack at 
Starmount Elementary School. Carol Burgess, who teaches 
toddlers, coordinates the program. The preschool also 
collects pop tops from any type of  can all year long for 
Ronald McDonald House of  Charlotte. For more on any 
aspect of  the preschool, call 704-376-5208 or visit www.
thechildrenscircle.org.

• H.O.T. Wednesday returns September 13, offering a meal 
and fellowship from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in 
Jubilee Hall. Weekly menus are at www.myersparkumc.org/
hot-wednesday. Make reservations at 704-376-5520 (option 
six) or hotwednesday@mpumc.org. Reservations open 
September 7 for the fi rst week. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for 
children and $25 for family (two adults and three children 
under age 12).

• All are invited to the annual Prescription For Hope luncheon 
at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, September 20, at Charlotte 

Convention Center to benefi t Mitchell’s Fund. The fund 
honors Mitchell Bays Turner, who passed away from 
leukemia in 2014 at age two. Mitchell’s family belongs to 
our church. The fund offers fi nancial support to families 
facing a pediatric illness. Church member and local TV 
personality Ashley Anderson will host the free luncheon. 
Visit www.mitchellsfund.org to attend.

• Help the Walter Ball Memorial Organ that’s going into 
Francis Chapel: The church purchased a pipe organ for 
that space, fi nanced by the Wesley Foundation and a grant 
from the Lucille P. and Edward C. Giles Foundation. Your 
gift to the project ranging from $100 to $18,000 will help 
pay now for its upfi t. The gift-giver’s name will be shared 
in a dedication book, on a plaque and more. Checks can 
be made out to the church with Walter Ball Memorial Organ 
on the memo line. Mail it to the church, attention Nicolas 
Haigh, at 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. To 
learn more, reach Nicolas Haigh at 704-295-4821 or nic@
mpumc.org or Brian Childers at 704-295-4806 or brian@
mpumc.org.

• Our churchwide effort to build racial reconciliation 
continues. To keep up with the initiatives and get involved, 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/race.

outside to build on our relationship with these new friends. We 
brought out and taught the kids how to use the parachute we had 
carried with us. Shy at fi rst, the kids shredded their trepidation 
and embraced the game. To see the joy they had playing along 
with us was to see the face of  God.

On Saturday, we had one more opportunity to spend time with 

these amazing children. They brought some of  their artwork over 
to the Project Agape Mission Center. We were able to purchase 
some of  their works. The children were so generous that they 
even gave us some additional pieces after we had bought from 
them.

Christian love personifi ed!

Continued From The Front Page...

By Melissa McGill

Small groups for new moms are launching in September, a 
ministry that’s growing rapidly at our church. New groups be-
gin the fi rst week of  September and will meet on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. for fellowship and to study topics 
relevant to Christian living in the early stages of  motherhood. 
Monthly socials are also planned to include the rest of  the 
family, like the recent gathering at Olde Mecklenburg Brew-
ery (pictured). To learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/
young-adults or reach Director of  Young Adult Ministries 
Jessica Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

Group leaders (and new moms) Jennifer Hutson and Elizabeth Vander 
Leeuw share:

“It has been such a good way to meet others in the same 
season of  life. I’ve noticed the group is mostly full- or part-
time stay-at-home moms, which is a role that can be isolating, 
so having this group is a blessing. Many of  the moms have 
newborns, and they bring their babies to the group with them. 
I remember going to a similar group with my fi rst daughter af-
ter she was born in D.C. It was wonderful to have a safe place 
to go each week with others who understood everything you 
were going through as a fi rst-time mom – and who were going 
through it with you.”
• Elizabeth Vander Leeuw

“New moms can get involved simply by showing up. With 
child care provided, it is a win-win opportunity to take some 
time for yourself. If  you have a week (or weeks!) where you 
can’t fi nish the readings, your presence is enough. It’s laid-back, 
inviting, fun and, most importantly, enhances your relationship 
with God, self  and community.”
• Jennifer Hutson



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
• CELEBRATING SARAH SUMNER As she prepares to 

retire, we will celebrate Sarah Sumner’s work as Director of  
Children’s Ministries with a reception and program shortly 
after noon in Jubilee Hall. The Builders and Samaritan 
Sunday School classes will provide light refreshments. We 
are taking up a love offering for Sarah. Checks can be made 
out to the church with Love Offering in the memo line and 
put in the Sunday offering plate, dropped off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby or mailed to 1501 Queens 
Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You can make a gift at www.
myersparkumc.org/give. Designate it for Love Offering. You 
can also text MPUMC Love to 73256.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
• DAYS APART Travel with Dr. Melanie Dobson to experience 

contemplative life in the monastic community of  nearby 
Belmont Abbey College from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Cost for 
these Days Apart is minimal. Transportation is included. Space 
is limited. The second date is Saturday, October 14, from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Reach Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or 
cmull@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
• STOP HUNGER NOW Gather in the Parish Life 

Building basement to pack 75,000 meals. Shifts are 9:45 to 
10:30 a.m. and noon to 1:30 p.m. Sign up for one or both. 
To learn more and sign up, visit  www.myersparkumc.org/
stop-hunger-now.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4
• FLU SHOTS Get a flu shot from 1:00 to 5:30 p.m. in 

Room 108 in the Parish Life Building. Most insurance 
companies will cover the vaccine. Details: Parish Nurse 
Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
• BLOOD DRIVE Give blood from 7:30 a.m. to noon in 

the Youth Building Gym. Walk-ins are welcome. Sign up in 
advance for a specific time from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, 
October 8, 15 and 22 in the Parish Life lobby. Details: 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

JANUARY 2018
• KENYA ZOE TRIP Travel to Maua, Kenya, with a 

mission team in January 2018 to meet children of  our two 
Hope Companion groups in the ZOE Kenya program. 
ZOE helps empower orphaned and vulnerable children. 
To learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/ZOE or 
reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at nathan@
mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME
• FALL SMALL GROUPS Sign up for Fall Small Groups. 

Companions in Christ, Disciple Bible Study and several 
opportunities for young adults are among groups offering 
fellowship and a chance to Grow Deeper. To register: www.
myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• JUBILEE PLUS! Funds collected through our outreach 
fund support many causes. We awarded more than $1 million 
in Jubilee Plus! grants to ministry partners in 2016 and hope to 
do the same or more each year. Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.
myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church 
with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering 
plate or mail it to the church.

• READ TO SECOND GRADERS  For The Love Of  
Reading ministry with partner school Sedgefield Elementary 
invites lay servants to read with second-graders Tuesdays 
or Thursdays from 7:15 from 8:15 a.m. starting in October. 
Reach Beth Gage at bethgage@me.com.

• PLANNED GIVING A committee has been formed to 
educate the congregation about the importance of  planned 
giving for Myers Park United Methodist. A planned gift 
in any form, whether through a will, estate or other form, 
goes to the church’s Wesley Foundation, which focuses on 
preserving the beauty of  the campus and buildings while 
supporting outreach. Details: Executive Director Saribeth 
Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The Sunday shuttle 
bus service runs year-round from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 
Radcliffe Avenue off  Selwyn Avenue.



By Melissa McGill

Steve and Amy McLaurin met on the bus to the Third 
Grade Bible Retreat. Both had daughters in the third 

grade, and both were chaperoning the retreat in 2015 to 
Valle Crucis in the N.C. mountains.

“We were assigned to lead the yellow group together,” Amy 
says. “We ended up sitting together on the bus and we talked 
for the 3½-hour drive. So our first date was kind of  on the 
bus!”

Steve adds, “We found that we had a lot of  common inter-
ests and had been through similar life experiences. She was 
certainly cute, funny and outgoing. It was a good conversa-
tion. It really was.”

Throughout the weekend, Steve and Amy led games, prayers 
and a scavenger hunt for the yellow group. Then, on the ride 
home, Steve casually asked Amy if  she’d ever been to the 
U.S. National Whitewater Center, and they made a plan to 
see each other again.

Fast-forward a year and a half…

Amy and Steve were married on June 30, 2017, in the church 
that brought them together. Merging their two families, 
though not without its challenges, has been a beautiful 
journey. Steve and Amy have five children between them: 
Charlie (12), Nickolaus (11), Miloree (10), Katie (10) and 
Thomas (7).

“It’s a lot of  personalities to put together,” Steve says. “Now 
we’ve got so many kids in the different programs, we’re here 
at the church a lot!”

The McLaurins also remain involved in the children’s pro-
gram as adult leaders for a children’s Sunday school class, 
in addition to their own involvement in the Discovery adult 
Sunday School class. 

“It’s been nice for us as a couple to teach Sunday School 
together,” Amy says. “You can’t underestimate the mag-
nitude of  the difference that your faith and God and the 
church can have on a marriage. We’ve seen how much it can 
exponentially enhance your marriage when you’re both really 
on the same page and you make the church and your faith 
the foundation of  your life.”

From The Yellow Group 
To The Altar

Scenes from a marriage. Thanks to Steve and Amy 
for sharing their wedding photos.
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“That was my favorite thing,” says Ansley, who sang in the 
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remember the dearly departed, you, too, can be an acolyte and 
light all those candles. “My mom thought I was going to catch 
the whole church on fi re,” she says, laughing.

But again, as Ansley reminds us, “It’s so cool.”
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are acolytes, processing in with the torches and lighting the 
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as crucifers, carrying in the cross. Training is 10:00 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, September 9, and 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
September 24, both in the Sanctuary. Youth need to attend one 
session. A parent must attend as information on scheduling, 
procedures and dress will be shared. Adults are also welcome 
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The half-day church preschool will welcome 210 children 
ages 1-5 to learn about God’s love and more. As always, 
the school year begins with a Blessing Of  The Hands for 
teachers, led by Children’s Ministries and Parish Nurse 
Susan Mobley. For the chapel offering, children will be 
asked to bring snack foods for Blessings In A Backpack at 
Starmount Elementary School. Carol Burgess, who teaches 
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family, like the recent gathering at Olde Mecklenburg Brew-
ery (pictured). To learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/
young-adults or reach Director of  Young Adult Ministries 
Jessica Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

Group leaders (and new moms) Jennifer Hutson and Elizabeth Vander 
Leeuw share:

“It has been such a good way to meet others in the same 
season of  life. I’ve noticed the group is mostly full- or part-
time stay-at-home moms, which is a role that can be isolating, 
so having this group is a blessing. Many of  the moms have 
newborns, and they bring their babies to the group with them. 
I remember going to a similar group with my fi rst daughter af-
ter she was born in D.C. It was wonderful to have a safe place 
to go each week with others who understood everything you 
were going through as a fi rst-time mom – and who were going 
through it with you.”
• Elizabeth Vander Leeuw

“New moms can get involved simply by showing up. With 
child care provided, it is a win-win opportunity to take some 
time for yourself. If  you have a week (or weeks!) where you 
can’t fi nish the readings, your presence is enough. It’s laid-back, 
inviting, fun and, most importantly, enhances your relationship 
with God, self  and community.”
• Jennifer Hutson



FOCUS OF BOOK, DIALOGUE:
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

MISSION TO ARMENIA: 
‘CHRISTIAN LOVE PERSONIFIED’

As we celebrate Sarah 
Sumner’s wonderful work as 
our Director of  Children’s 
Ministries, we are reminded 
of  that great old Crosby, 
Stills, Nash & Young song, 
Teach Your Children, and the 
need to “feed them on your 
dreams.” In this world of  
rancor, Sarah devoted her 
life to teaching children to 
love God and one another. 
On the occasion of  her 
retirement, we’ll gather 
Sunday, September 10, to 
thank her with all of  our 
heart. Please turn to the 
Calendar Of  Opportunities 
for details, include a love 
offering.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Rev. Nathan Arledge, our Minister of  Missions, 
reports on the mission trip to Armenia: “Our work 
was wonderful. Our work began when we arrived 
by being welcomed to three different host homes, 
where we formed friendships/relationships with 
our drivers, cooks and employees of  Project Agape. 
Half  of  our team the fi rst two days deconstructed a 
stone bathroom and put in new fl oors for the family 
we served with. The other half  scraped paint in the 
Christian Education Center. Once we completed 
the house, we all worked on the CEC to fi nish the 
paint-scraping. Then we all played with children at 
the Project Agape Children’s Home.” Chris Lepore 
was part of  the mission team of  11. Here he shares 
a moment to remember.

On a trip fi lled with amazing people, 
breathtaking sights and incredible 

experiences, one event stands out. 

On Friday evening, we were blessed to visit 
the Children’s Home, which is supported 

by Project Agape. As we presented each of  
the children with a pair of  shoes, the joy of  
Christmas morning fi lled the room. After the 
children received their shoes and stored them 
away for the fi rst day of  school, we went 

Continued Inside...

By Ken Garfi eld

Our church is joining with more than 40 
book clubs across Charlotte to explore 

affordable housing, believing that in the 
quest to tackle this tough issue, knowledge 
is power.

Dr. Howell and Rev. 
Nathan Arledge, 
our Minister of  
Missions, will lead a 
discussion of  Evicted: 
Poverty and Profi t in 
the American City at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 19, in 
Room 108 of  the 
Parish Life Building. 
The book by Pulitzer 

Prize winner Matthew Desmond follows 
eight families in Milwaukee as they struggle 
to keep a roof  over their heads. It will be 
for sale in the Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop. You don’t have to read it to attend 
the program and join in the conversation. 
Most agree, especially after last year’s racial 
unrest, that providing affordable housing is 
among our city’s most pressing problems. 

It’s also a plank in our church’s Step, Jump, 
Leap initiative.

A coalition of  organizations including 
Homeless Services Network and UNC 
Charlotte Urban Institute are organizing 
book club discussions of  Evicted in faith 
communities, law fi rms, neighborhood 
groups and more. Among the people behind 
the effort: Courtney Morton, whose work 
for Mecklenburg County focuses on housing 
and homelessness. Her husband, of  course, 
is our former Associate Pastor Rev. George 
Ragsdale.

Author Desmond will give a free lecture 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 27, at 
McGlohon Theatre at Spirit Square. To get 
your name on the waiting list, go to www.
EvictedBookClubCLT.org.

You can also visit that site for a study guide. 
Food for thought from the guide: “At its 
heart, Desmond’s story on evictions is really 
about relationships. These relationships are 
integral to the problems that cause evictions 
and perpetuate poverty. They also have 
the potential to be the foundation for the 
solutions that can bring about real change.”

St. Francis of  Assisi – Tuesday, September 26, at 7:00 
p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated Wednesday, September 27, 
at 11:00 a.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. Dr. 
Howell, author of Conversation with St. Francis and leader of  
a pilgrimage to Assisi in October, will narrate the saint’s life 
and explain why Francis still matters, his impact on the pope, 
along with medieval frescoes depicting Francis, and photos 
of  the countryside where he lived. He calls St. Francis “our 
most charming, intriguing, misunderstood and transformative 
saint.”
Martin Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in 
Jubilee Hall, repeated Tuesday, October 31, at 11:00 a.m. 
in Francis Chapel. October 31 marks the 500th anniversary 

of  the day this Catholic monk sparked the Protestant 
Reformation by nailing his 95 theses to the Wittenberg door. 
Dr. Howell will share what unfolded in this theologian’s 
life, how much of  what we take for granted about church 
life commenced with his reforms, how Luther can help us 
understand the life of  faith – and also some of  his foibles.
Mary and other Bible characters in the story of  the birth 
of  Jesus – Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee 
Hall, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
in Francis Chapel. “I have meant for years,” Dr. Howell 
shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to segue people 
into Advent.”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 
DR. HOWELL’S PROGRAMS

This refl ection comes from Stephen Ministers, moved to write after 
listening to a recent sermon by our Senior Pastor.
Stephen Ministers are lay caregivers trained to offer Christ-
centered, confi dential care to those who are hurting no 
matter how short or long their journey. Imagine, then, how 
we felt listening to Dr. Howell read aloud some of  the several 
hundred requests he received in response to the invitation he 
sent out via text: “How can I pray for you?”
As he shared from the pulpit, he was fl ooded with responses, 
many of  them painful and poignant. Pray for peace in the 
world…Pray for my son, who is stuck in anger four years after losing his 

father…Pray for relief  from anxiety, I work for a very diffi cult boss…
Pray for my godchild undergoing his seventh surgery for brain cancer.
How fi tting: The closing hymn we sang that Sunday 
morning was Here I Am, Lord, and these words that fi lled the 
Sanctuary…I have heard you calling in the night.
Stephen Ministers hear you calling in the night. If  you or 
someone you know is reeling from a death, loneliness or 
other issue and might like someone to talk to, reach out to a 
Stephen Minister. Begin the process by reaching out to Rev. 
Bill Roth at (704) 295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

A PLEDGE FROM STEPHEN MINISTERS: 
HERE I AM, LORD

Chris Lepore in Armenia.




