
A Conversation On Faith
LOSS, AND WHAT COMES AFTER

WESLEY FOUNDATION GRANTS 
SPREAD LOVE AROUND THE WORLD

In this busy time of  
year for the church, 
turn inside for back-to-
school news, including 
the Communitywide 
Prayer Service at 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, August 27, 
in Francis Chapel. Also 
inside: News of  how you 
can help the Walter Ball 
Memorial Organ sound 
forth in Francis Chapel, 
and the new calendar of  
upcoming opportunities, 
including Stop Hunger 
Now, and how to sign up 
for Fall Small Groups. 
And remember to turn to 
www.myersparkumc.org 
for all the news from our 
fl ourishing church.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

The 2017 Wesley Foundation grants 
express the congregation’s tangible love, 

this time to 20 righteous causes in Charlotte 
and beyond.

The $175,000 in grants comes from the 
church’s Wesley Foundation, which focuses 
on preserving the beauty of  the campus and 
buildings while supporting outreach. Wesley 
Grant Chair Jim Blane says the grants focus 
on affordable and transitional housing and 

children’s ministries. Affordable housing is a 
plank in our Step, Jump, Leap action initiative. 
A committee has been formed to educate 
the congregation about the importance 
of  planned giving. A planned gift to the 
church in any form goes to the Wesley 
Foundation and, thus, supports good causes. 
To learn more about this, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

This photo was taken by Dr. Howell in the 
Sanctuary narthex on Christmas Eve moments 

after Gary Morgan proposed to Charlotte Cornick. 
Dr. Howell and Rev. Bill Roth, who were still at 

church after the 11:00 p.m. service, were the fi rst to 
hear the couple’s joyful news. Yes, that’s the engage-

ment ring on her fi nger.

Continued Inside...

Gary Morgan lost his wife, Trudy, to 
cancer in 2007. She was 47 years old. 

Charlotte Cornick lost her husband, Mike, to 
cancer in 2012. He was 72 years old.

Gary and Charlotte knew each other through 
Charlotte Country Day, where Charlotte 
worked and Gary’s two kids attended school. 
About four years ago, partly through the 
matchmaking skills of  a church friend, Gary 
and Charlotte had their fi rst date, if  you can 
call it that. Being something of  a handyman, 
he came over and fi xed her toilet. She repaid 
the favor by taking him to lunch at Napa on 
Providence.

From such a small beginning, the friendship 
between these two church members 
grew into something deeper. Each one 
understands the other’s particular pain. Each 
one offers the other comfort and unfolding 
love. Plus they just like being together.

Fast forward to last Christmas Eve.

Gary and Charlotte attended the 11:00 p.m. 
service, no children, just the two of  them. 
As always, they celebrated Holy Communion 
and joined in the singing of  Joy to the World to 
close the service. At midnight, they walked 
outside, headed to their car in the church 
parking lot across Queens Road. But Gary 
said to Charlotte, let’s take a moment to turn 
around and admire how beautiful the church 
looks on Christmas Eve. Together, they 
paused. That’s when he pulled the ring from 
his pocket and asked her to marry him.

“I was fl oored,” said Charlotte, 60.

“That was the longest service,” said Gary, 
68. “Seems like it was two hours.”

At 5:30 p.m. August 26, Gary and Charlotte 
will exchange vows in our Sanctuary. 
They’ll be joined by his two grown children, 
Margaret and James. Her two daughters will 
be there, too, Tiz and her husband, Alex, 
and Ellie and her husband, Chris. Two-year-
old Charlie – the daughter of  Tiz and Alex 
– will also be there. She’s the fi rst grandchild 
of  the bride. But not the last. Ellie and Chris 
are expecting in January.

Life doesn’t always take us where we want to 
go. But sometimes it does.

“I think God’s smiling down on us,” Gary 
said. “So are Trudy and Charlotte’s husband, 
Mike.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes 
about church life.

• We offer an appreciative farewell to Jenna Zello, who has 
resigned as Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries 
after three years. As Director of  Children’s Ministries 
Sarah Sumner wrote to church families, “Think of  the 
good times at Valle Crucis, the scary shadows in the 
Sanctuary during the fourth-grade overnight, a wet 
weekend with other fi fth-graders, Mission Possible, 
Vacation Bible School service trips off  campus, 
elementary Summer Fun Days. You can’t think of  much 
Jenna hasn’t helped shape into something meaningful. 
She will spend some time at home and will continue to 
study and pray as she listens for what God is calling her 
to do next.”

• Margaret Carpenter Haigh has joined the staff  on a part-
time basis, helping Director of  Multimedia Ministries Jim 
Deal with administrative work. She sings in the Chancel 

Choir and is married to Music Associate and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh.

• Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares: “We’ve been 
striving to reach 100,000 hours served with neighbors 
in 2017 – The 100K Dream. Compared to 100,000 hours, 
1,536 doesn’t seem as daunting. That’s how many 
volunteer hours it’ll take to build a Habitat For Humanity 
home for Genet and Teignesh, sisters from Ethiopia 
who will move into the house we build this Fall with 
Myers Park Presbyterian and Temple Beth El. Folks of  
all skill levels are needed. To sign up to help build the 
home between September 8 and October 28, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/habitat. Share your 100K Dream hours 
by fi lling out a card found in the Sanctuary pew clips and 
Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering plate or by 
e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.”

THANKS, JENNA ZELLO; HABITAT BUILD 

Dennis Soter, chair of  the Finance Committee, shares this update 
halfway through the year. To learn more about any aspect of  the business 
life of  the church, reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-
295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.
Having reached the halfway point of  2017, our church’s 
fi nancial results as of  June 30 are positive compared to last 
year, but hardly robust. Total pledged and non-pledged 
contributions in the fi rst half  of  2017 were $2,210,141 – a 
three-percent increase from the prior year at this point.
Effective controls helped keep total expenses in check. The 
combined impact of  a modest increase in total revenues and 
fl at expenses has resulted in an operating defi cit of  $378,421. 
That defi cit is $54,757 less than last year at this point. We are 
well aware of  seasonal trends to giving, with contributions 

picking up toward the end of  the year. But the needs of  those 
less fortunate persist throughout the year. Please consider 
contributing now to meet your annual pledge.
Contributions to the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund totaled 
$401,221 in the fi rst half  of  the year, including a carry-over 
of  some funds from 2016. We seek to raise $1 million for 
Jubilee Plus! in 2017, so please support our outreach efforts to 
the best of  your ability.
In my last report to you in the Cornerstone, I wrote: “With the 
economy continuing to improve and with the stock market 
at record levels, perhaps we all individually may devote our 
thoughts and prayers to those less fortunate, and serve those 
who are most in need.” Nothing’s changed.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Cecil Truitt Neal, uncle of  Blair Plyler, who died on July 27, 
2017. Merrill Elizabeth Wood, mother of  Robin Williams and 
Merrill Watts and grandmother of  Jordan, Madeleine and 
Emily Williams and Ash, Carlisle and Clark Watts, who died on 
July 30, 2017. Hazel Teague Crothers, mother of  Susan Moore, 
who died on August 5, 2017.

Babies
Lillian Rebecca Neilans, daughter of  Angie and Luke Neilans 
and sister of  Adelaide Neilans, born on June 30, 2017. Emily 
Christine Fleck, daughter of  Lisa Fleck and sister of  Gabe Fleck, 
born on August 4, 2017.  

Weddings
Necie Wolfe and Joshua Wald, married on August 4, 2017, at the 
church.

YOU CAN HELP OUR INCOMING ORGAN 
SOUND FORTH IN FRANCIS CHAPEL

BACK-TO-SCHOOL
 PRAYER SERVICE AUGUST 27. 

AND LOTS OF OTHER GREAT OFFERINGS.

Continued From Front Page...

Sorry kids, but it’s time to highlight our back-to-school 
opportunities…
• A brief  litany at the 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round 

service in Jubilee Hall on Sunday, August 20, will mark 
rising sixth-graders’ move to Youth Ministries. Afterward, 
sixth-graders go to the Youth Building for a Bojangles 
breakfast bar and parents to Francis Chapel for a meeting.

• A litany at the 11:00 a.m. service August 20 will mark 
preschoolers’ transition to kindergarten.

• The High School Back To School Bash is 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 26, at Foxcroft East Racquet & Swim 
Club with pizza, ice cream sundaes and gift card giveaways.

• The Middle School Back To School Bash is 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m. Sunday, August 27, outside the Youth Building with 
a climbing wall, food trucks, giveaways and more. It’s 
canceled in bad weather.

• Children in Grades K-5 will join in a Blessing of  the 
Backpacks at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, August 27, in Jubilee Hall. 
Kickoff  Sunday for children’s and youth Sunday School 
classes is August 27.

• The communitywide back-to-school prayer service is 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, August 27, in Francis Chapel. “Students of  

all ages, families, teachers, administrators, elected offi cials, 
parents sending their children to school for the fi rst time 
and all others are invited to the service to pray together 
and receive prayer during this time of  new beginnings,” 
says Director of  Worship and the Arts Megan Argabrite. 
“In worship together, we can be a blessing to one another 
and to the broader school community.”

• Our partnership with Sedgefi eld Elementary and Middle 
schools thrives: Through August 27, the church is 
collecting back-to-school items. Pencil pouches, subject 
dividers, colored pencils, regular pencils, pens, highlighters 
and loose leaf  notebook paper (college rule and regular) 
go in the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby. Learn 
more about serving as an Augustine Literacy tutor at 
Sedgefi eld Elementary at a coffee at the school at 10:00 
a.m. Tuesday, August 22. Read with second-graders in the 
For The Love Of  Reading ministry from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays starting in late September. For 
more about Sedgefi eld Elementary, reach Kitty Bauknight 
at kbauknight@me.com. For Sedgefi eld Middle, reach Lisa 
Howell at lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com.

Here are the 2017 grants unveiled this month and largely 
supporting practical/capital projects. A tender touch: Checks 
were delivered by hand (rather than mailed), the better to 
deepen relationships with recipients:

Care Ring, a Charlotte nonprofi t focusing on health and 
wellness for at-risk people, $7,500 for medical record-
keeping technology. Charlotte Family Housing, $6,400 
for repairs to Elizabeth House temporary shelter. Faith 
Ministry in Charlotte, $12,000 to buy a van. Faith, Hope 
& Love mentoring program in Charlotte, $15,000 to buy a 
van. Florence Crittenton Services, a Charlotte ministry to 
single mothers and babies, $3,500 for new bed sets. Harvest 
Center in Charlotte, $14,000 to build three affordable housing 
units. HeartBright in Charlotte, which promotes healthy 
lifestyles, $4,600 to create a community garden. Hope Haven, 
which helps chemically dependent families, $4,000 to replace 
stoves in family residences. Gbarnga School of  Theology 
in Liberia, $12,000 for faculty housing renovations. Lily 

Pad Haven, which works with human traffi cking victims in 
Charlotte, $7,400 to upfi t kitchen and insulation in a house. 
Loaves & Fishes food pantry in Charlotte, $4,800 to buy 
and install an updated system to aid food preparation and 
delivery. Men’s Shelter in Charlotte, $15,000 to build a laundry 
room. QC Family Tree, $15,000 to renovate apartments to 
use as below-market housing for Enderly Park residents in 
Charlotte. Salvation Army Center of  Hope in Charlotte, 
$9,200 to renovate two rooms. Safe Alliance, which works 
with domestic violence and sexual assault victims in Charlotte, 
$3,000 to buy three sleeper sofas. Supportive Housing 
Communities in Charlotte, $4,000 to install HVAC system 
for their laundry. The Learning Collaborative, $7,600 to 
buy furniture for four classrooms that provide tuition-free 
preschool. UMAR in Charlotte, $10,000 to renovate two group 
homes serving the developmentally disabled. Urban League 
in Charlotte, $5,000 to replace lighting and carpet. ZOE 
in Kenya, $15,000 to buy a vehicle to visit orphans, deliver 
supplies and transport ministry leaders.

CLOSE TO HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD, 
WESLEY FOUNDATION GRANTS SPREAD LOVE...

PROGRAMS BY DR. HOWELL UPCOMING ON 
ST. FRANCIS, MARTIN LUTHER AND MORE

St. Francis of  Assisi – Tuesday, September 26, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated 
Wednesday, September 27, at 11:00 a.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 

Dr. Howell, author of  Conversation with St. Francis and leader of  a pilgrimage to Assisi in October, 
will narrate the saint’s life for us and explain why Francis still matters, his impact on the pope, 
along with medieval frescoes depicting Francis, and photos of  the countryside where he lived. 
He calls St. Francis “our most charming, intriguing, misunderstood and transformative saint.”

Martin Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated Tuesday, 
October 31, at 11:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel. 
October 31 marks the 500th anniversary of  the day this Catholic monk sparked the Protestant 
Reformation by nailing his 95 theses to the Wittenberg door. Dr. Howell, who has spent time in 
the places where Luther was born, lived and worked, and who has published on Luther, will share 
with us what unfolded in this signifi cant theologian’s life, how much of  what we take for granted 
about church life commenced with his reforms, how Luther can help us understand the life of  
faith – and also some of  his foibles.

Mary and other Bible characters in the story of  the birth of  Jesus – Tuesday, November 
28, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 11:00 a.m. in Francis 
Chapel. “I have meant for years,” Dr. Howell shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to segue 
people into Advent.”

Here’s your chance to help the Walter Ball Memorial Organ 
sound forth from Francis Chapel.

You will recall that we purchased a pipe organ for that space, 
a project fi nanced by the church’s Wesley Foundation and a 
grant from the Lucille P. and Edward C. Giles Foundation. 
The organ, honoring our beloved former choirmaster and 
organist, will sound forth at worship, weddings, funerals, 
preschool gatherings and community events.

Here’s where you come in: A gift to the project ranging 
from $100 to $18,000 will help pay for the organ’s upfi t, 
highlighted by 1,000 pipes going on the wall above the 
entrance to Francis Chapel. Donations will support different 

parts of  the instrument (individual keys, console and more). 
The gift-giver’s name will be shared in a dedication book, on 
a plaque and more.

Checks can be made out to the church with Walter Ball 
Memorial Organ on the memo line. Mail your check to the 
church, attention Nicolas Haigh, to 1501 Queens Road, Char-
lotte, NC 28207.

Music Ministries’ Nicolas Haigh at 704-295-4821 or nic@
mpumc.org and Brian Childers at 704-295-4806 or brian@
mpumc.org can walk you through the project and the op-
tions to help make even more beautiful music here. Read all 
about it at www.myersparkumc.org/music. Make note of  these fascinating programs coming soon from Dr. Howell:

Art, from top: St. Francis, Cimabue; Martin Luther Nailing the 95 Theses; 
The Virgin in Prayer, Giovanni Battista Salvi Sassoferrato.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
SUNDAY, AUGUST 27
• CHECK OUT SUNDAY SCHOOL Adults are invited to 

sample Sunday School, which meets from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., 
offering the chance to build lasting relationships and Grow 
Deeper in faith. Members of  various classes will be available 
to share at a table in the Parish Life lobby. Representatives 
will also be in the Youth Building and near the children’s 
check-in kiosks. To learn more about this day, individual 
classes and any other aspect of  Sunday School, reach Rev. 
Barbara Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

• DISCOVER MYERS PARK Want to learn more about 
our church family, how to get involved and perhaps join our 
congregation? Our Discover Myers Park class shares about the 
life of  the church. Discover Myers Park meets at 10:45 a.m. 
in the lobby of  Parish Life Building for coffee, fellowship 
and conversation. No need to sign up in advance for 
these gatherings, just join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 
parker@mpumc.org to learn more.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
• CELEBRATING SARAH SUMNER As she prepares to 

retire, we will celebrate Sarah Sumner’s wonderful ministry 
as our Director of  Children’s Ministries with a reception and 
brief  program shortly after noon in Jubilee Hall. The Builders 
and Samaritan Sunday School classes will provide light 
refreshments. We are also taking up a love offering for Sarah. 
Checks can be made out to the church with Love Offering in 
the memo line and put in the Sunday offering plate, dropped 
off  at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby or mailed to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. You can make a gift 
at www.myersparkumc.org/give. Please designate it for Love 
Offering. You can also text MPUMC Love to 73256 using your 
text messaging. Standard text messaging rates apply.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
• STOP HUNGER NOW We’ll gather in the Parish Life 

Building basement to pack 75,000 meals. Shifts are 9:45 to 
10:30 a.m. and noon to 1:30 p.m. Look for information soon 
on how to sign up. Details: Chris Turner at william.c.turner@
bankofamerica.com. 

JANUARY 2018
• JOIN KENYA ZOE TRIP Travel to Maua, Kenya, with 

our mission team to meet and journey alongside the children 
of  our two Hope Companion groups in the ZOE Kenya 
program. ZOE helps empower orphaned and vulnerable 
children to provide for themselves in some of  the world’s 
most extreme poverty situations. To learn more, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/ZOE or reach Minister of  Missions 
Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org.

ALL THE TIME
• FALL SMALL GROUPS Sign up for Fall Small Groups, 

which start the week of  Labor Day. Companions in Christ, 
Disciple Bible Study and several opportunities for young 
adults offer fellowship and a chance to Grow Deeper. To sign 
up: www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• JUBILEE PLUS! Funds collected through our outreach 
fund support many causes. We awarded more than $1 million 
in Jubilee Plus! grants to ministry partners in 2016 and hope to 
do the same or more each year. Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.
myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church 
with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering 
plate or mail it to the church.

• OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG ADULTS Young 
Adults Ministries offers activities for learning, service 
and fellowship: The Young Adults Women’s group meets 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the small chapel behind the 
Sanctuary. Moms’ Ministry small groups meet weekly at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday and Thursday. Child care is provided. 
A small group of  young adults serve dinner at The Relatives, 
a shelter for youth, the first and third Tuesday of  each 
month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Supper clubs meet the first 
Thursday and second Sunday of  each month. Sign up 
on the MyMPUMC portal under Young Adults at www.
myersparkumc.org. Details: Director of  Young Adults 
Ministries Jessica Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

• CENTERING PRAYER Join in Centering Prayer 
Mondays 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Room 024 in the Snyder 
Building and Wednesdays 11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis 
Chapel.



Jill Shipp, who joined her daughter Abby, son Ethan and 32 other high 
schoolers on the mission trip to Reynosa, Mexico, shares the experience. 
She titled her piece “Planes, Trains And Automobiles,” then added: “I 
really want to get across how great it was to see these kids work hard and 
never complain. It was what I needed to balance out the hatred that seems 
to be so prevalent in our world.”

The Youth Mission Trip to Reynosa, Mexico, will be 
remembered for the hard work, heat and misadventures of  

air travel. It will be remembered for the relationships formed, 
and unconditional love shown across differences in culture 
and economic conditions. As a chaperone, I’ll  remember the 
comfort I found in knowing these high school students will one 
day be adults with compassion and resilience.  

Building concrete block houses in 100-degree heat is not easy. 
Sleeping without air conditioning and waking up sweating every 
morning is not restful. Having return flights home canceled, 
delayed and rerouted, and arriving home 36 hours late, is sim-
ply exhausting.

Combining all of  these could have been the recipe for com-
plaints, anger and general apathy toward the cause. Honestly, 
had the trip involved adults, it might have been a disaster. The 
teens are the ones who never complained, never lost their 
humor (or ability to come up with a song to sing), and literally 
kept their heads up and feet moving forward.  When the group 
was given four hours to sleep in a hotel between flights, the 
kids welcomed it. When we took an unplanned excursion to 
Chicago, they got excited about the chance to see a new city.

Their experiences in Reynosa, where they saw both poverty and 
love, put our “trials” in perspective for them. I also believe they 
are solidly good people. We should be thankful that one day 
they will lead us.

Mission: Mexico
PLANES, TRAINS, 

AUTOMOBILES, LOVE
REYNOSA TO CHARLOTTE
• A one-hour drive from Reynosa, Mexico,  

to Harlingen, Texas.

• One hour sitting on the tarmac.

• Eight hours back in the Harlingen airport.

• One hour in the air to Houston.

• Four hours in a hotel in a Houston.

• Two-hour flight to Chicago.

• Thirteen hours in Chicago.

• One-and-a-half-hour flight from Chicago to 
Charlotte.

• Forty youth and chaperones making the best of  
the situation.
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Sorry kids, but it’s time to highlight our back-to-school 
opportunities…
• A brief  litany at the 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round 

service in Jubilee Hall on Sunday, August 20, will mark 
rising sixth-graders’ move to Youth Ministries. Afterward, 
sixth-graders go to the Youth Building for a Bojangles 
breakfast bar and parents to Francis Chapel for a meeting.

• A litany at the 11:00 a.m. service August 20 will mark 
preschoolers’ transition to kindergarten.

• The High School Back To School Bash is 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 26, at Foxcroft East Racquet & Swim 
Club with pizza, ice cream sundaes and gift card giveaways.

• The Middle School Back To School Bash is 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m. Sunday, August 27, outside the Youth Building with 
a climbing wall, food trucks, giveaways and more. It’s 
canceled in bad weather.

• Children in Grades K-5 will join in a Blessing of  the 
Backpacks at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, August 27, in Jubilee Hall. 
Kickoff  Sunday for children’s and youth Sunday School 
classes is August 27.

• The communitywide back-to-school prayer service is 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, August 27, in Francis Chapel. “Students of  

all ages, families, teachers, administrators, elected offi cials, 
parents sending their children to school for the fi rst time 
and all others are invited to the service to pray together 
and receive prayer during this time of  new beginnings,” 
says Director of  Worship and the Arts Megan Argabrite. 
“In worship together, we can be a blessing to one another 
and to the broader school community.”

• Our partnership with Sedgefi eld Elementary and Middle 
schools thrives: Through August 27, the church is 
collecting back-to-school items. Pencil pouches, subject 
dividers, colored pencils, regular pencils, pens, highlighters 
and loose leaf  notebook paper (college rule and regular) 
go in the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby. Learn 
more about serving as an Augustine Literacy tutor at 
Sedgefi eld Elementary at a coffee at the school at 10:00 
a.m. Tuesday, August 22. Read with second-graders in the 
For The Love Of  Reading ministry from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays starting in late September. For 
more about Sedgefi eld Elementary, reach Kitty Bauknight 
at kbauknight@me.com. For Sedgefi eld Middle, reach Lisa 
Howell at lisastocktonhowell@gmail.com.
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were delivered by hand (rather than mailed), the better to 
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wellness for at-risk people, $7,500 for medical record-
keeping technology. Charlotte Family Housing, $6,400 
for repairs to Elizabeth House temporary shelter. Faith 
Ministry in Charlotte, $12,000 to buy a van. Faith, Hope 
& Love mentoring program in Charlotte, $15,000 to buy a 
van. Florence Crittenton Services, a Charlotte ministry to 
single mothers and babies, $3,500 for new bed sets. Harvest 
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lifestyles, $4,600 to create a community garden. Hope Haven, 
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in Liberia, $12,000 for faculty housing renovations. Lily 

Pad Haven, which works with human traffi cking victims in 
Charlotte, $7,400 to upfi t kitchen and insulation in a house. 
Loaves & Fishes food pantry in Charlotte, $4,800 to buy 
and install an updated system to aid food preparation and 
delivery. Men’s Shelter in Charlotte, $15,000 to build a laundry 
room. QC Family Tree, $15,000 to renovate apartments to 
use as below-market housing for Enderly Park residents in 
Charlotte. Salvation Army Center of  Hope in Charlotte, 
$9,200 to renovate two rooms. Safe Alliance, which works 
with domestic violence and sexual assault victims in Charlotte, 
$3,000 to buy three sleeper sofas. Supportive Housing 
Communities in Charlotte, $4,000 to install HVAC system 
for their laundry. The Learning Collaborative, $7,600 to 
buy furniture for four classrooms that provide tuition-free 
preschool. UMAR in Charlotte, $10,000 to renovate two group 
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PROGRAMS BY DR. HOWELL UPCOMING ON 
ST. FRANCIS, MARTIN LUTHER AND MORE

St. Francis of  Assisi – Tuesday, September 26, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated 
Wednesday, September 27, at 11:00 a.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 

Dr. Howell, author of  Conversation with St. Francis and leader of  a pilgrimage to Assisi in October, 
will narrate the saint’s life for us and explain why Francis still matters, his impact on the pope, 
along with medieval frescoes depicting Francis, and photos of  the countryside where he lived. 
He calls St. Francis “our most charming, intriguing, misunderstood and transformative saint.”

Martin Luther – Monday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated Tuesday, 
October 31, at 11:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel. 
October 31 marks the 500th anniversary of  the day this Catholic monk sparked the Protestant 
Reformation by nailing his 95 theses to the Wittenberg door. Dr. Howell, who has spent time in 
the places where Luther was born, lived and worked, and who has published on Luther, will share 
with us what unfolded in this signifi cant theologian’s life, how much of  what we take for granted 
about church life commenced with his reforms, how Luther can help us understand the life of  
faith – and also some of  his foibles.

Mary and other Bible characters in the story of  the birth of  Jesus – Tuesday, November 
28, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, repeated Wednesday, November 29, at 11:00 a.m. in Francis 
Chapel. “I have meant for years,” Dr. Howell shares, “to offer some kind of  Bible study to segue 
people into Advent.”

Here’s your chance to help the Walter Ball Memorial Organ 
sound forth from Francis Chapel.

You will recall that we purchased a pipe organ for that space, 
a project fi nanced by the church’s Wesley Foundation and a 
grant from the Lucille P. and Edward C. Giles Foundation. 
The organ, honoring our beloved former choirmaster and 
organist, will sound forth at worship, weddings, funerals, 
preschool gatherings and community events.

Here’s where you come in: A gift to the project ranging 
from $100 to $18,000 will help pay for the organ’s upfi t, 
highlighted by 1,000 pipes going on the wall above the 
entrance to Francis Chapel. Donations will support different 

parts of  the instrument (individual keys, console and more). 
The gift-giver’s name will be shared in a dedication book, on 
a plaque and more.

Checks can be made out to the church with Walter Ball 
Memorial Organ on the memo line. Mail your check to the 
church, attention Nicolas Haigh, to 1501 Queens Road, Char-
lotte, NC 28207.

Music Ministries’ Nicolas Haigh at 704-295-4821 or nic@
mpumc.org and Brian Childers at 704-295-4806 or brian@
mpumc.org can walk you through the project and the op-
tions to help make even more beautiful music here. Read all 
about it at www.myersparkumc.org/music. Make note of  these fascinating programs coming soon from Dr. Howell:

Art, from top: St. Francis, Cimabue; Martin Luther Nailing the 95 Theses; 
The Virgin in Prayer, Giovanni Battista Salvi Sassoferrato.



A Conversation On Faith
LOSS, AND WHAT COMES AFTER

WESLEY FOUNDATION GRANTS 
SPREAD LOVE AROUND THE WORLD

In this busy time of  
year for the church, 
turn inside for back-to-
school news, including 
the Communitywide 
Prayer Service at 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, August 27, 
in Francis Chapel. Also 
inside: News of  how you 
can help the Walter Ball 
Memorial Organ sound 
forth in Francis Chapel, 
and the new calendar of  
upcoming opportunities, 
including Stop Hunger 
Now, and how to sign up 
for Fall Small Groups. 
And remember to turn to 
www.myersparkumc.org 
for all the news from our 
fl ourishing church.

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 48, No. 16
August 16, 2017 

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

The 2017 Wesley Foundation grants 
express the congregation’s tangible love, 

this time to 20 righteous causes in Charlotte 
and beyond.

The $175,000 in grants comes from the 
church’s Wesley Foundation, which focuses 
on preserving the beauty of  the campus and 
buildings while supporting outreach. Wesley 
Grant Chair Jim Blane says the grants focus 
on affordable and transitional housing and 

children’s ministries. Affordable housing is a 
plank in our Step, Jump, Leap action initiative. 
A committee has been formed to educate 
the congregation about the importance 
of  planned giving. A planned gift to the 
church in any form goes to the Wesley 
Foundation and, thus, supports good causes. 
To learn more about this, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

This photo was taken by Dr. Howell in the 
Sanctuary narthex on Christmas Eve moments 

after Gary Morgan proposed to Charlotte Cornick. 
Dr. Howell and Rev. Bill Roth, who were still at 

church after the 11:00 p.m. service, were the fi rst to 
hear the couple’s joyful news. Yes, that’s the engage-

ment ring on her fi nger.

Continued Inside...

Gary Morgan lost his wife, Trudy, to 
cancer in 2007. She was 47 years old. 

Charlotte Cornick lost her husband, Mike, to 
cancer in 2012. He was 72 years old.

Gary and Charlotte knew each other through 
Charlotte Country Day, where Charlotte 
worked and Gary’s two kids attended school. 
About four years ago, partly through the 
matchmaking skills of  a church friend, Gary 
and Charlotte had their fi rst date, if  you can 
call it that. Being something of  a handyman, 
he came over and fi xed her toilet. She repaid 
the favor by taking him to lunch at Napa on 
Providence.

From such a small beginning, the friendship 
between these two church members 
grew into something deeper. Each one 
understands the other’s particular pain. Each 
one offers the other comfort and unfolding 
love. Plus they just like being together.

Fast forward to last Christmas Eve.

Gary and Charlotte attended the 11:00 p.m. 
service, no children, just the two of  them. 
As always, they celebrated Holy Communion 
and joined in the singing of  Joy to the World to 
close the service. At midnight, they walked 
outside, headed to their car in the church 
parking lot across Queens Road. But Gary 
said to Charlotte, let’s take a moment to turn 
around and admire how beautiful the church 
looks on Christmas Eve. Together, they 
paused. That’s when he pulled the ring from 
his pocket and asked her to marry him.

“I was fl oored,” said Charlotte, 60.

“That was the longest service,” said Gary, 
68. “Seems like it was two hours.”

At 5:30 p.m. August 26, Gary and Charlotte 
will exchange vows in our Sanctuary. 
They’ll be joined by his two grown children, 
Margaret and James. Her two daughters will 
be there, too, Tiz and her husband, Alex, 
and Ellie and her husband, Chris. Two-year-
old Charlie – the daughter of  Tiz and Alex 
– will also be there. She’s the fi rst grandchild 
of  the bride. But not the last. Ellie and Chris 
are expecting in January.

Life doesn’t always take us where we want to 
go. But sometimes it does.

“I think God’s smiling down on us,” Gary 
said. “So are Trudy and Charlotte’s husband, 
Mike.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes 
about church life.

• We offer an appreciative farewell to Jenna Zello, who has 
resigned as Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries 
after three years. As Director of  Children’s Ministries 
Sarah Sumner wrote to church families, “Think of  the 
good times at Valle Crucis, the scary shadows in the 
Sanctuary during the fourth-grade overnight, a wet 
weekend with other fi fth-graders, Mission Possible, 
Vacation Bible School service trips off  campus, 
elementary Summer Fun Days. You can’t think of  much 
Jenna hasn’t helped shape into something meaningful. 
She will spend some time at home and will continue to 
study and pray as she listens for what God is calling her 
to do next.”

• Margaret Carpenter Haigh has joined the staff  on a part-
time basis, helping Director of  Multimedia Ministries Jim 
Deal with administrative work. She sings in the Chancel 

Choir and is married to Music Associate and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh.

• Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares: “We’ve been 
striving to reach 100,000 hours served with neighbors 
in 2017 – The 100K Dream. Compared to 100,000 hours, 
1,536 doesn’t seem as daunting. That’s how many 
volunteer hours it’ll take to build a Habitat For Humanity 
home for Genet and Teignesh, sisters from Ethiopia 
who will move into the house we build this Fall with 
Myers Park Presbyterian and Temple Beth El. Folks of  
all skill levels are needed. To sign up to help build the 
home between September 8 and October 28, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/habitat. Share your 100K Dream hours 
by fi lling out a card found in the Sanctuary pew clips and 
Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering plate or by 
e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.”

THANKS, JENNA ZELLO; HABITAT BUILD 

Dennis Soter, chair of  the Finance Committee, shares this update 
halfway through the year. To learn more about any aspect of  the business 
life of  the church, reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-
295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.
Having reached the halfway point of  2017, our church’s 
fi nancial results as of  June 30 are positive compared to last 
year, but hardly robust. Total pledged and non-pledged 
contributions in the fi rst half  of  2017 were $2,210,141 – a 
three-percent increase from the prior year at this point.
Effective controls helped keep total expenses in check. The 
combined impact of  a modest increase in total revenues and 
fl at expenses has resulted in an operating defi cit of  $378,421. 
That defi cit is $54,757 less than last year at this point. We are 
well aware of  seasonal trends to giving, with contributions 

picking up toward the end of  the year. But the needs of  those 
less fortunate persist throughout the year. Please consider 
contributing now to meet your annual pledge.
Contributions to the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund totaled 
$401,221 in the fi rst half  of  the year, including a carry-over 
of  some funds from 2016. We seek to raise $1 million for 
Jubilee Plus! in 2017, so please support our outreach efforts to 
the best of  your ability.
In my last report to you in the Cornerstone, I wrote: “With the 
economy continuing to improve and with the stock market 
at record levels, perhaps we all individually may devote our 
thoughts and prayers to those less fortunate, and serve those 
who are most in need.” Nothing’s changed.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?




